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INTRODUGTION

thero are philosophers who can write and philosophers
who cannot. Most of the great philosophers belong to
the ffrst group. There are also, much more rarely, phi-
losop.hers who can write too well for their own good-
as philosophers. Plato lvrote so dramatically that we
shall never know for sure what precisely he himself
thought about any number of guestions. And Nietzsche
furnishes a more recent and no less striking example.
His philosophy can be determined, brrt his brilliant
epigrams and metaphors, his sparkling polemics and
ceaseless stylistic experiments, make it rather difficult
to do so; and to read him solely to reconstruct the
world of his ideas would be obtuse pedantry. At least
two things should. come ffrst: sheer enjoyment of his
writing, and then the more hanowing experience of ex-
posing oneself to his many passionate perspectives. We
should not rashly take a well-phrased point for.Nietz-
sche's ultimate position, but we often stand to gain if
we ask ourselves u:hy it should not be ours. Add to this
that few writers in any age were so full of ideas-fruit-
ful, if not acceptable-and it is clear why he has
steadily exerted a unique fascination on the most di-
verse minds and why he is still so eminently worth
reading.

An inthologist can easily re-create Nietzsche in his
own image, even as writers of lives of Jesus present us,
perhaps as often as not, with wishful self-porbaits.

I



2 INTRODUCTION
Doubtless Nietzsche has attracted crackpots and vil-
Iains, but pelhaps the percentage is no higher than in
the case of Jesus. As Maritain has said: "If books were

iudged by the bad uses man can put them to, what
book has been more misused than the Bible?"

The present volume is not an anthology. It contains
the eomplete and unabridged texts of four of Nietz-
sche's works; and the additional selections from his
other books, notes, and letters aim to round out the pic-
ture of his development, his versatility, his inexhaus6
bility. There is much here that is surely admirable:
formulations, epigrams, insights, suggestions. And there
is much that is shocking: bathos, sentences tlrat invite
quotation out oJ context in support of hideous causes,
silly arguments-and many will recoil from his abun-
dant blasphemies. For this is no *readey's digest" of
Nietzsche, no oessential Nietzsche," no distillation and
no rvhitervash, but an attempt to Present as much as
possible of him in one small volume. The book can of
course be read like Bartlettt Familiar Quotations, but
what one gets out of Nietzsche may be vaguely pro'
poftionate to the sustained attention one accords him.

The arrangement is chronological, and an effort has
been made to give some idea of the development of
Nietzschet thought and style, from his artless early
notes to his occasionally brilliant aphorisms; then to the
gross unbvenness of Zarathustra; the incisive prose of
his last works; and the altemation of diabolical polemic
and furious rhetoric in The Anticltist. ln Nietzsche
contra Wagner, calm returns as Nietzsche takes time
for once to edit some of his earlier prose and in places
achieves perfection. His last letters, rvritten right after
his breakdown, reflect the disintegration of his mind,
but they are still meaningful. The rest is silence.
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II

the neu' translations were made because the older
ones are unacceptable. As a single, and admittedly ex-
treme, example, the hitherto standard version of. 7,ara-
thustra is discussed briefly in the editor's preface to
that work. Great writers are far more difficult to trans-
pose into another language than is usually supposed,
and Nietzsche poses many additional difficulties. While
any detailed discussion of principles of translation
would lead too far, a few remarks may prove helpfuL

Rather than flatten out Nietzsche's highly unusual
German into stereotyped idioms, an effort has been
made to preserve as much as possible of his cadenees,
even where they are awkwardly groping or over-
shained. What is thus lost in smoothness is gained for
the understanding of the development of his style antl
personality.

A few of his terms create special difficulties; for ex-
ample, Geist. To be perfectly idiomatic, one would
have to render it now as spirit, now as mind, now as
intellect, now as wit. But generally the connotation of
Geist is much more inclusive than that of any one of
these words, and Nietzschet meaning depends on this.
If we select "spirit'in one sentence and'wit" in an-
other, something essential is lostr we get smooth propo-
sitions, not Nietzsche. Hence it seemed important to
stick to one English word; and "spirit' was chosen.
The religious overtones are entirely in order and alto-
gether indispensable for an understanding of many
paradoxical passages, particularly in The Antichrtst;
but it is well to keep in mind that the meaning is some-
times closer to esprrit.
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Mitleid has almost invariably been rendered by
"pity,- although 'compassion" 

would have the advan-
tage that it too means literally 'suffering with." The
two English terms, however, do not have entirely the
same meaning, and it is no accident that Aristotle,
Spinoza, and La Rochefoucauld, of whose precedent
Nietzsche makes much, have all been translated in the
past as criticizing'pW." And "pity" alone suggests the
strong possibility of obtrusiveness and condescension
apart from which Nietzschet repugnance cannot be
understood. Again, it would not do to alternate the
terms: pity, as Zarathusba's "ffnal sin," is one of the
central themes of Part Four, in which many statements
about pity in Part Two are quoted or alluded to; and
such later works as Twilight of the lilols and The
Anti.christ expUcate the symbolism , of T.arathustra.
Nietzsche, in short, is not only a brilliant writer but
also a philosopher who employs certain key terms,
which must be rendered consistently. But the problem
is even more deeply rooted than has been suggested so
far.

After publication, many writers cut the umbilical
cord and are ready for another conception. Nietzsche's
works, however, are not independent creations. In the
ffrst place, Nietzsche wrote, to use his own phrase,
with his blood: each book is part of the man, and the
resulting existential unity makes all of them part of a
single work. Each aphorism looks as if it could be un-
derstood by itself-and up to a point, of course, it can
be-but in fact not even the books can be understood
in isolation from one another. Nietzsche himself in-
sisted on this point and underlined it by frequent quo'
tations from, and allusions to, his earlier works. These
internal echoes add essential overtones and are impor-
tant clues to Nietzsche's meaning. This is another rea-
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son for consistency in translating certain words ancl
phrases.- 

That Nietache did not dissociate himself from his
published works but kept living with them is surely
due in part to the fact that publication was in no case
a major experience: for all the response he got or
rather did not get, the books might just as well never
have been published at all. They dicl not become pub-
lic property but remained his own-as children who
fail 1o ffnd a place in the rvorld continue to be of spe-
cial concern to their parents. The self-quotations are
sometimes, at least in part, attempts to advertise him-
self. But it is far more fruitful to look at them, and at
'the'far more numerous allusions, as leitmotifs.

Taking their cue from lVagner's leitmotifs, It{artin
Buber and Franz Rosenzweig have pointed out, in con-
nection with their remarkable German translation of
the Hebrerv Scriptures, that the style of the Old Testa-
ment often depends on Leituotte, words which are
central and particularly emphasized in one passage
anil then picked up again elsewhere, thus establishing
an unobtrusive cross reference-an association rvhiclq
even if only dimly felt, adds dimension to the meaning.
Perhaps no major rvriter is as biblical in this respect as
Nietzsche.

A professor of philosophy who favored my Nietzsche
with a most flattering review regretted one lapse 'in

linguistic usage"-"the most unkindest cut of all."
Shakespeare, of course, is generally better knorvn than
this, but some apparent lapses in this volume might
well be due to the lact that Nietzsche knerv the Bible
so much better than many people today. Certainly he
knew it i:etter than one ofhii chief translators,ivho
converted publicans into 'toll-grtherers," the Last Sup-
per into '7he Supperr' "unknoln god" into 'un-
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familiar godi and so on. When Zarathustra speaks of
trying the reins, the archaism is surely preferable to
having him test kidneys.

Nietzsche's style is not Teutonic but European, and.
more than that: he alludes freely to the books that
consdtute our Western heritage, from Homer to Dos-
toevski, and he sprinkles his prose with French and
Latin phrases. There is something very modern in this:
in his own phrase, Nietzsche was indeed a good Euro-
pean. But he never comes as close to patchwork as
Eliot in The Waste Land., and he holds a reasonable
mean between the cryptograms of the later Joyce and
the obtrusive erudition of Toynbee, who underlines
every allusion to the Bible with a footnote. Moreover,
Nietzsche, unlike Joyce, almost invariably supplies a
surface meaning too, and recognition of his allusions
reveals a multi-dimensional style of writing and think-
ing, unlike Toynbee's.

It is not only his attitude toward religion that ranges
Nietzsehe far closer to Joyce than to Toynbee: there
is also his addiction to plays on words, which probably
poses the greatest single problem for the translator, es-
pecially in Zarathustra. But more of that in the editor's
prefaca to that work. SufBce it to say here that it is im-
possible to be faithful to the content while sacrificing
the form: meaning and mood are inseparable. If the
translator makes things easy for himself and omits a
play on words, he unwittingly makes a lighthea*ed
pun or rhyme look serious, if he does not reduce the
whole passage to nonsense. And he abets the common
misconception of the austere Nietzsche, when, in fact,
no other philosopher knew better how to laugh at him-
self.

Those who browse in this volume will ffnil a con-
glomeration where anyone reading it straight tbrough
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will likely ffnd one of the most fascinating men of all
time: a man as multi-dimensional as his sty'le, pro-
found and then again piteous, as tragic as he is widely
supposed to have been, but no less comic-almost as
different from his popular caricatures as a character in
Shakespeare, or mbre likely in Dostoevslci, is from the
comic itrip version of Superman. In his own formula:
Ecce homo!

m

Nietzsche was bom in 1844; lost his father, a Lu'
theran minister, in r84g; spent his childhood sur-
rounded by his mother, sister, grandmother, and two
maiden aunts; was sent to a ffrst-rate boarding school,
Schulpforta; and proceeded to the universities of Bonn
and Leipzig to study classical philology. Our lmowl-
edge of his youth rests largely on his sister's later ha$'
ogiaphies, but the twenty-four-year-old comes to life
for us in the recommendation that earned him a pro'
fessorship at Basel. The writer was Friedrich Ritschl, a
generally conservative professor at Leipzig.- 

"However many young talents I have seen develop
under my eyes for thirty-nine years now, neoer-get
have I known a young man, or tried to help one along
in my ffeld as best I could, who u'as so mature as early
and as young as this Nietzsche. His Museurn articles
he wrote in the second and third year of his triennium.
He is the ffrst from whom I have ever accepted any
contribution at all while he was still a student. If-
God grant-he lives long enough, I prophesy that he
will one day stand in the front rank of German philol'
ogy. He is now twenty-four years old: strong, vigorous,
healthy, courageous physically and moralln so consti'
tuted as to impress those of a similar nature. On top
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of that, he possesses the enviable gift of presenting
ideas, talking freely, as calmly as he speaks skillfully
and clearly. He is the idol and, without wishing it, the
leader of the whole younger generation of philologists
here in Leipzig wheand they are rather nume
cannot wait to hear him as a lecturer. You will say, I
describe a phenomenon. Well, that is just what he is-
and at the same time pleasant and modest. Also a
gifted musician, which is irrelevant here."

But Nietzsche had not yet fulfilled his residence
requirement and hence had no doctorate, So Ritschl ex-
pected the case to be hopeless, 'hlthough in the present
instance," he wrote, "I should stake my whole philo-
logical and academic reputation that the matter would
work out happily." It is hardly surprising that Basel de-
cided to ignore the "formal insuficiency." Ritschl was
delighted: "In Germang, that sort of thing happens ab-
solutely never.' And he felt he should further describe
his prot6g6.

"Nietzsche is not at all a speciffcally political nature.
He may have in general, on the whole, some sympathy
for the growing greatness of Germany, but, like myself,
no special tendre for Prussianism; yet he has vivid
feeling for free civic and spiritual development, and
thus certainly a heart for your Swiss institutions and
way of living, What more am I to say? His studies
so far have been weighted toward the history of Greek
Iiterature (of course, including critical and exegetical'
treatment of 'the authors), with special emphasis, it
seems to me, on the history of Greek philosophy. But
I have not the least doubt that, if conftonted by a
practical demand. with his great gifts he will work in
other ffelds with the best of success. He will simply be
able to do anything he wants to do."

Nietzsche was quite ready to work in other ffelds.
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He had read Schopenhauer as well as Greek philoso-
phy; he was deeply moved by Wagner's music, espe-
cially the "shivery and sweet inffnity" of. Tdstan; and.
no doctor's degree, conferred huniedly without exam-
ination, and no professorship could for a moment give
him the idea that he had "arrived." He was very con-
scientious when it came to his varied teaching duties
and carried an exceedingly heavy load without demur,
but his mind soared beyond the academic pale, and his
ffrst book was not designed to place him in tle front
rank of German philology.

His years at Basel, where Nietzsche was the younger
colleague of Jacob Burckhardt and of Franz Overbec\
who remained his lifelong friend, were soon inter-
mpted by the Franco-Prussian War. Nietzsche, by now
a Swiss subject, volunteered as a medical orderly and
served briefly before returning in shattered health.
Without waiting for complete recovery he plunged into
an even heavier schedule than before and divideil his
remaining time between visits to Richard Wagner in
Tribschen, near Luceme, and his ffrst book, published
in t87z; The Birth of Tragedy, The topic was the sud-
den birth and no less sudden death of tragedy among
the Greeks. The thesis: born of music, it aied of thai
rationalism which found its outstanding incarnation in
Socrates and which is evident in the works of Euripi-
des. The significance: an iconoclastic conception of the
Greeks, far removed from the 'hoble simplicity and
calm grandeur" of Winckelmann and Goethe, then still
popular. The stfe: an essay, now brilliant, now florid
-without_ any scholarly apparatus. The greatest weak-
ness: to the fffteen sections on Greek tragedn Nietz-
sche added another ten on Wagner and hii new music
dramas, thus giving the whole work the appearanee of
mere special pleading for his jdol. Fort.i years later the
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tiorr considered-

IO INTRODUCTION
great British classicist F. M. Cornford was to hail the
bsok as 'h work of profound imaginative insight, which
left the of a generation toiling in the rear."

lologists of Nietzsche's own genera-
preposterous. What it is best

knon'n for today is its contrast behveen the Apollinian
(the serene sense of proportion which Winckelmann
had so admired and which found its crowning expres-
sion in Greek sculpture) and the Dionysian (that fooil
which breaks through all restraints in the Dionysian
festivals and rvhich ffnds artistic expression in music).
In Nietzschet later works the Dionysian no longer
signiffes the llood of passion, but passion controlled as
opposerl to passion extirpated, the latter being asso-
ciated with Christianity.

In the foll<lwing pages no attempt has been made to
carve excerpts out of this essay. Instead the almost
complete text of llomer's Contest has been ollered-a
fragrnent of t87z that should be of greater help for an
understanding both of Nietzschet early conception of
ancient Greece and of his subsequent intellectual de-
velopment.

His later u'orks made not the least pretense of any
connectiorq however slight, with his academic ffeld.
While cauying on with his academic duties as before,
he followed his ffrst book with f.our (Jntimely Ltedita'
tions. In 1873 he vivisected David Strauss's highly suc-
cessful The Olcl and tlrc New Faitlu The following
year he published reflections On tlrc (Jse and Di.sad-
oantage of Ilistory for Life, as well as a meditation on
Schopenhauer cn Educator; and in 1876, shortly be!9re
his break with Wagner, an essay ou the composer. ThL"
was Nietzsche's formative period, represented here by
a ferv notes and another particularly striking fragment.

All of the later books are represented in this volume,
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each prefaceil by a brief editorial note-a little longer
in the case of works offered unabridged.

There are, ffrst, the aphoristic works, beginning rvith
Human, Hl-Too-Human and ending with The Gay Sci'
ence. The trvo great events in this period of Nietzschet
life rvere his break with Wagner and his departure
from the university. When the composer, no longer
the lonely genius of Tribschen, became the center of
a cult at Bay'reuth, and his influence was widely felt
not only in mus'tcis, Nietzsche left him. The jingoism
and anti-Semitism, which had seemed relatively unim-
portant personal idiosyncrasies, now called for a clear
stand. I{oreover Wagner, fond of Nietzsche as a bril-
liant and lilcable professorial ally, had no interest in him
as a writer and thinker in his own right and stood in the
way of Nietzsche's development. These factors, rather
than Nietzsche's growing reservations about Wagnert
music, precipitated the breach. Parsifal merely sealed it
-and not because it was Christian but because Nietz-
sche considered it an essentially insincere obeisance.
Wagner, the disciple of Feuerbach and Schopenhauer,
the two great atheists, used medieval Christianity for
theatrical effect; the self-styled modern Aeschylus glori-
ffed the anUthesis of all Greek ideals, the'pure fool"; a
composer u'hose personal worldly ambition knew no
bounds wrote Pcrsifal. If the friendship had given
Nietzsche some of the happiest days of his life, the
break was one of his most painful e4periences; and if
tthe personal contact had done its share to raise his hori-
zon beyond philology and classical antiguity, the breach
spuned his ambition to rival and excel the composer
and dramatist as a writer and philosopher.

When Nietzsche resigned from the university in r87g
he claimed ill health, which was true enough, and he
obtained a pension. Clearly, however, he also felt that



12 INTRODUCTION

his further development calleil for a break with his
academic career as a professor of philology.

Instead of returning to Germany, he spent most of
the rest of his active Iife in Switzerland and Italy-
lonely, pain-racked writing. In r88z he thought for
a short while that he had perhaps found a companion
and intellectual heir-a Plato who might fashion his
many stimulating suggestions into a great philosophy:
a young woman, born in St. Petersburg in 186r, un-
questionably of extraordinary intellectual and artistic
endowment. But Lou Srrlom6, who was later to become
Rilke's beloved, and still later a close friend of Freud,
was then, at twenty-one, much more interested in
another young philosopher, Paul Rde. Her walks and
talks with Nietzsche meant less to her; but he never
found another human being to whom he could ex-
pound his inmost ideas as in those few weeks.

After Lou left he made his ffrst attempt to put down
his philosophy-not merely sundry observations-in
one major wo,rk: Zarathustra, tIe still did not proceed
systematically, and though the style reveals a decided
change from the essays of his ffrst period and thechange from the essays of his ffrst period and the
aphorisms of the . secend, it is less philosophic than
ever. Rhapsody, satire, and epigram predominate; but
Nietzsche's mature thought is clouded and shrouded

by'an excess of adolescent emotion. Nevertheless, de-

spite the all-too-human self-pity aud occasional bathos,

the book is full of fascinating ideas; and probably it

owes its unique success with the broad mass of readers
not least to its worst qualities.

The book consists of font parts, originally published
separately, nrd more werc plirunecl. Ilut Nietzsche

calme to realize that this style was not adequate for his

purposes, ancl he returned io his earliel aphoristic style,



INTRODUCTION 13
though with a difference. Begond Cooil and Eodl, his
next book, is much more continuous than appears at first
glance; and the Genealagy of Morals is composed of
three inquiries which might well be called essays.

All the while, Nietzsche assembled notes for a more
comprehensive work which he thought of calling The
WiIl to Powpr. But he never got beyond those notes;
and the worlc later published by his sister under that
title is nothing but an utterly uncritical collection of
some of Nietzsche's notes, inclu&ng many he had
already used, often with signiffcant changes, in his
later works. This fabrication, though it certainly con-
tains some highly interesting material, must by no mearut
be considered his last or his main work.

In 1888 Nietzsche dashed off a brilliantly sarcastic
polemic, The Wagwr Ccsa, which was followed by a
hundred-page epitome of his thought, Tuilight of the
lilnls. Then he gave up his intention of writing The
WiII to PorDer, decided to write a much shorter cM-
doewtre instead, under the title Reoaluation of All
Val:ues, and completed the ffrst of four projected parts:
The Antichrist No sooner was this finished on a high
pitch of rhetoric than he turned around and, on the
same day, wrote the relatively calm preface tor Twi-
light of the ldols; and, still in the same year, one of
the world's strangest autobiographical works, Ecce
Homo. On Christmas Day, 1888, he completed Ntetr-
sch,e contraWagner-and less than two weeks later be
broke down, insane.

His madness was in all probability an afirical gen-
eral paresis. If so, he must have had syphilis; and since
he is known to have lived a highly ascetic life, it is
supposed that, as a student, he had visited a brothel
once or twice. This has never been substantiated, and
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any detailed accounts of such experiences are either
poetry or pornography-not biography. Nor has the
suggesHon ever been disproved that he may have been
infected while nursing wounded soldiers in r87o.

IV

It was only after his active life was over that Nietz-
sche's real career began. When he died in rgoo he was
world-famous and the center of a growing literature,
of controversies in periodicals and newspaper$-an
oinfluence." He has been discussed and written. about
ever since, in connection with Darwin, Schopenhauer,
psychoanalysis, modern German poeby, World War I,
Spengler, Christianity, Tolstoi, the Nazis, World War II,
existentialism-and whatever else was needed to ftll
hundreds upon hundreds of volumes about him.

Nietzsche's impact ls as manifold as his prose, and
.most inteqpreters select a single strain or style, whether
for praise or blamg quite unaware that there are more.
It might be best not even to think in terms of influ-
s11ss'-s word that simpliffes the multifarious com-
plexities of history after the manner of Procrustes. In
any case, no other German writer of equal stafure has
been so thoroughly opposed to all proto-nazisnr-whieh
Nietzsche encountered in Wagner's ideological hacts,
in his sister's busband, Bemhard Fiirster, and in various
publications of his time. If some Nazi writers cited him
nevertheless, it was at the price of incredible mis-
quotation and exegetical acrobatics, which defy com-
parison with all the similar devices that Nietzsche
himself castigated in the name of the philological con-
science. His works were rejected as a series of poses;
parenthetieal statements were quoted as meaning the
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opposite of what they plainly mean in context; and'
views he explicitly rejected were brazenly attributed to
him.

This process was greatly aideil by Nietzschek sister
(of my Niazsche)-but also by his love of language.
He could not resist a bon mot or a striking coinage,
and he took delight in inventing better slogans and
epigrams for hostile positions than his opponents could,
divise-ana in breathing a new and unexpectedly &f-
ferent spirit into such phrases. Witness 'the will to
power,o 'the overman,o 'beyond good and evilr" antl
dozens more.

Or ctnsider a bon mot: when Nietzsche said, oMan

does not strive for pleasure; only the Englishman
does,'he was of course thinking of the ethics of Hume,
Bentham, and Mill, not of English cooking, coal ffres,
or Cromwell. Yet the remark may conc€ivably have
contributed, however indirectly, to Hitlert happy mis-
conception of dre English as essentially efiete and
hedonistic, which so fortunately aided his defeat. Speak'
ing of infuence here is sheer naivet6.

Nietzsche's orientatiorL as he himself insisted once
more in Ecce Homo, was fundamentally anti-political.
His concern was primarily with the individual who is
not satisfted with accepted formulas-ranging all the
way from patriotism to Protestantism, and including
everything ihat is in any sense, to use his own phrase,
'party.- Any attempt to pigeonhole him is purblind.
He celebrated reason, like some of the thinkers of the
Enlightenment, and passion, like some of the Romantics;
he is in many ways close to modern positivism, but the
Existentialists recognize their own pathos in him; athe-
ists claim him, and many Christians feel they under-
stand him besL
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lhe following reflections, far from classifying him,
may help to deftne his unique achievement. He tried
to itrengthen the heritage of the Enlightenment with
a more profound understanding of the irrational-
something Hegel had attempted three-quarters of a
century earlier, but metaphysically and rather eso-
terically. Nietzsche was determined to be empirical,
and he approached his subject-as it surely should be
-with plychology. Of this Hegel had not yet had
more than an inkling, and the lack of any sustained
psychological observation is one of the major short-
comings of his magniffcently conceived Phenomenolngy
of the Spirtt, But Hegels contemporaries had done litde
bitter: as psychologists, Bentham, Comte, and Mill
were naive too. One could alnost ask with Nietzsche
himself (itt Ecce Homn, in the chapter 'Why I Am a
Destiny''): "Who among philosophers before sre has
been a psychologist at all?"

If Nietzsche tried to deepen the Enlightenment with
a psychology, he also attempted to harness romanti'
cir'"ri ly tribrtituting an und6rstanding of the pas:ions
for a biind cult and by extolling the individual whose
reason is a match for his passions. He ridiculed license
as much-though not as often-as'castratism," and he
uphelil sublimation and creativity against both. AII his
heroes were men of superior reason: passionate men
who were the masters of their passion. The legend that
Cesare Borgia was his idol is easily refuted by- a1
examination of the few leferences to him in Nietzsche's
works. Nietzsche preferred the Borgia (or, as he said,
eoen Cesare Borgia) to Parsifal, which is scarcely high
praise from Nietzsche. Nor is his declaration in The
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Arrtichrtst that he wished Cesare had become pope.
After all, the context leaves no doubt that this would
have delighted the author only because it might have
meant the end of the papacyl

This takes us to the third point: Nietzsche's un-
compromising attitude toward religion. If one cpnsiders
the history of modern philosophy from Descartes, it is
surely, foi goocl or ill, ttle story oj an emancipation from
religion. Or conversely: each philosopher goes just so
fafand then bows to Christianity and accepts what
becomes unacceptable to his successors. Descartes
resolves to doubt everything, but soon offers proofs
of God's existence that have long been shown to be
fallacious. A similar pattem recurs in Hobbes and !pi'
noza, though they stray much farther from all orthodor-
ies, and, a-little later, in Berkeley and Leibniz. Locke fu
an'empiricist" who cites Scriphrre to his purpose; Vol-
taire, in anti-Christian whd accepts th6 t6leolo$cal
argument for God's existence. Kant sets out to smash
noi only the proofs of God but the very foundations
of Chriitian metaphysics, then turns around anil 'pos'

tulates" God and the immortality of the soul, prqraring
the way for Fichte and idealism. Schopenhauer, ffaally,
breala with Christianity but accepts the metaphysies
of the Upanishads from Hinduism. Nietzsche is one
of the ffrJt thinkers with a comprehensive philosophy
to complete the break with religion. Other equally
secular 

-philosophers 
of the nineteenth century who

preceded him do not match the range of his interests
and tbe scope of his vision. Before his time there were
really but two modern philosophers who were equalln
or almost equally, unchristian: Bacon (whose aphoristic
experimentalism Nietzsche admired; but for all his pro-
grammatic patrhos, Bacon had no comparable philos-
ophy) and Hune (whose skepticism is an exercise in
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lack of pathos and intensity). Though Hume and
Nietzsche are antipodes in temperament, they are in
many wq's close to each other in their thinking-ancl.
this leads us to the ffnal point.

Nietzsche is close not only to the man rvho was the
grandfather of so much in modern English and Ameri-
can philosophy, David Hume, but also to this modem
philosophy itself. Occasronally he anticipated it by sev-
eral deeades, and it might still profit from his stimu-
lation. Above all, however, Nietzsche is the last best
bridge between positivism and existentialism, if we
take both labels in the widest possible sense. Today
German and Romance philosophy and Anglo-American
"analysis" are completely out of touch with each other.
Thus Nietzsche, once stupidly denounced as the mind
that caused the First World lVar, might well become a
maior aid to international understanding: reminding
Continental European and South American thinkers of
the beneffts of rigorous analysis, while at tl,re same time
summoning English-speaking philosophers to consider
the 'existential' implications of their thinking. In his
irreverent expos6s of metaphysical foibles and fables
he yields to none. But he is inspired not by Hume's
comfortable smugness, nor by Comtet conceit that he
might revolutionize society, nor by the cliquish delight
in sheer proficiency and skill that occasionally besets
contemporary efiorts. Instead he is motivated by an
intense concern with the meaning of his thought for
the individual. And thus he not only anticipates both
modem *analysis' and existentialism, but he has much
to ofier each: above all, an approach to the other major
strain of modern secular philosophy.

In sum: Nietzsche's challenge is twofold. He might
conceivably come into his own by re-establishing some
bond between what are now two completely divergent
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branches of modern thought, thus beneffting both.
Meanwhile it'is the individual reader whom he ad-
dresses. And he does not want to be read as an arsenal
of arguments for or against something, nor even for
a point of view. He challenges the reader not so much
to agree or disagree as to grow. 

W.K.
Sbobl, Austria
February rg53
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This includes the original titles anil dates of publication
of all of Nietzsche's books. The discrepancies between the
ffgures here giveo and those found in most reference works
ar-e due to the fact that it has become customary to copy at
least some of the dates from the bindings of various Ger-
man collected editions. The dates on the bindings, however,
refer to the approximate periods of composition. Most of
Nietzsche's bo6[s were wr:itten during th-e year preceding
publication; the outstanding excePtions to this rule are noted.

r864
r865

r868
r869

r844

r849

t87o

r87z

r87g

Nietzsche is born in Rdcken, Germany, on Octo'
ber r5.
Death of his father, a Lutheran Pastor' on JuIy So.

r85o The family moves to Naumburg.
1858-64 Nietzsche attends the boarding school Schul-

pforta.
Studies classical philology at Bonn University'
Continues his stu'dies aileipzig and accidentally
discovers Schopenhauer's main work in a second'
hand bookstore,
First meeting with Richard Wagner.
Professor exLaordinarius of clissical philology at
the University of Basel, Switzerland.
Promoted to iull professor. A Swiss subject now, he
volunteers as a medical orderly in the Franco-
hussian war and sewes briefly with the Prussian
forces. Returns to Basel in October, his health
shattered.
Publication of Die Geburt der Tragddie aus dem
Geiste der Musik (Tlw Birth of Trcgedy out of
the Spirit of Music), his ffrst book.
Publication of tlre ffrst Rvo Unzeltgentisse Be'
trachtungen (Untimety Meditatio^) | , Daoiil
Strctrss, 

-d,er 
Bekenner 

-und 
Schriftsteller (Daoiil

Sfrauss, the Confessor anil Writet), and Yom
Nr)tzen und Nachteil iler Historie fiir d'as Leben
(On the uee anil Disailoantage of History for
Life).

20
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1874 Schopenhauer als Enlehet (Schopenhauer as
Educator) is published as the tlru.d' Vfirmely

'Meditation,

t876 After many delays, Nietzsche eompletes and pub-
lishes Richard Wagler in Bagreuth as the last of
Ilte untimely Meditatiotts, althcqgh more had
been planned originally. Poor health. Leave from
the university. Sorrento.

r8z8 Menschkches, All*rnenschhches (Human, All-
Too-Human) appears. For the next ten years a
new book is printed every year.

r87g Resignation from the university with pension.
Vermischte Melnungen unil Spriiche (Mireil
Opintans and, Marims) published as Anhang
(appendix) of Human, All-Too-Human. Summer
in St. Moritz in the Enqadin.

r88o Der Wandeter und sein-Schatten (The Wanderct
anil His Shadowl appears ̂ s Zoeitet und letzter
Nachuag (second and ffnal sequel) oI Human,
AII-Too-Human
Publication of Dte Morgenriite (The Daum)-
Winter and spring in Genog summer in Sils Maria
(Enqadin), fall in Genoa.
Pubiication of. Die Filihliche Wtssenschaft (The
Gay Science). Winter in Genoa, spring in Messina,
sunrmer in Tautenburg with Lou Salom6 and his
sister Elisabe[5 faU i! Leipzig. Goes to Rapallo in
November.
Writes the First Part ol Also Sprcch Zarathusba
in Rapallo during the winter; spends March and.
April in Cenoa, May in Rome, and the summer in
Sils Maria, where he completes Part Two. Both
parts are published separately in 1883. Fron now
until 1888, Nietzsche spends every summer in Sils
Maria, every winter in Nizza.
Writes the Third Part in Nizza in January. It is
published later the same year.
The Fourth and Iast Part of Zardht&fa is written
during the winter in Nizza and Mentone. Forty

r883

r88r

r.882

r884

r885
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eopies ate printed privately, but only seven dis-
tributed among friends.

1886 Publication of. Ienseits oon Cut and Biise (B*
yond. Gooil atd, Eoll). A new preface is added to
the remaining copies of both previous editions of
The Birth of Tragedg (1872 and 1878, textually
difterent); the Iast part of the title is now omitted
in favor of a new subdtle: Gdechenhtm unil
Pessimlsnus (The Greek Spirit and Pesstmi.sm).
Second edition of Haman, AII-Too-Human with a
new preface and with the two sequels printed as
volume two.

r88Z Publication of. Zur Cenealogie iler Moral (Touaril
a Geneabgy of Morals). Seqond edition of Tlv
Daun, with a new preface, and of The Gag Scl-
ence, with a newly added fffth book (aphorisms
943-383) and an appendix of poems.

1888 Winter in Nizza, spring in Turin, summer in Sils
Maria, fall in Turin. Publication of. Der Fall
Wagner (The Wagner Ccse). The beginning of
fame: Georg Brandes lectures on Nietzsche at the
University of Copenhagen.
NieFzsche becomes insane early in January in
Turin. Overbeck, a friend and former colleague,
brings him back to Basel. He is committed to the
asfum in Jena, but soon released in care of his
mother, who takes him to Naumbwg. Die Giitren-
Diimrnerung (Tuilight of the ldols), written in
1888, appears in January.
The ffrst public edition of the Fourth Part of
Zarathwtra is held up at the last minute lest it
be conffscated. It is published in 1892.
Der Anttchrist and Niazsche contra Wagrwr, both
written in 1888, are ffnally published in volume
eight of Nietzschds collected works-the former,
mistakenln as Book One of Der Wlll.e zur ltlacht
(The Will to Pou;er).
Nietzsche's mother dies. His sister moves him to
Weimar.

r889

r&r

r895

r89z
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CHRONOLOGY
Nietzsche dies in Weimar on August 25.
His sister publishes some 4oo of his notes, many

the
utilized by him, in Volume XV of
works under the title Der Wille zur

Macht,
His sister integrates 2oo pages of fur&er material
oftom The Will to Powet" in the last volume of
her biograph!, Das Leben Frtedrtch Nletzsches.
A completely remodeled verion of. The Wil, to
Pouer, consisting of ro67 notes, appears in a
subsequent edition of the works in Volumes XV
(rgro) and XVI (r9rr).
First editiou of Ecce llorno, writtea iu 1888.
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Lprrrn ro Hrs Srsrm

(Bonn, 1865)

, . . As for your principle that truth is always on
the side of the more dificult, I admit this in part.
However, it is dificult to believe that 2 times z is
not 4; does that make it true? On the other hand, is it
really so dificult simply to accept everything that one
has been brought up on and that has gradually struck
deep roots-what is considered truth in the circle of
one's relatives and of many good men, and what,
moreover, really comforts and elevates man? Is that
more diftcult than to strike new paths, ffghting the
habitual, experiencing the insecurity of independence
and the frequent wavering of one's feelings and even
one's conscience, proceeding often without any con-
solation, but ever with the eternal goal of the true,
the beautiful, and the good? Is it decisive after all that
we arrive etthat view of God, world, and reconciliation
which makes us feel most comfortable? Rather, is not
the result of his inquiries something wholly indifferent
to the true inquirer? Do we after all seek rest, peace,
and pleasure in our inquiries? No, only truth--even

29
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if it be the most abhorent and ugly. Still one last
question: if we had believed from childhood that all
silrratiot issued from someone other than Jesus-say,
from Mohammed-is it not certain that we should have
orperienced the same blessings? . . . Faith does not
ofier the least support for a proof of obiective truth.
Here the wap of men part: if you wish to strive for
peace of soul and pleasure, then believe; if you wish to
be a devotee of tnrth, then inquire. . . .

Fhecvrrvr oF a CRITIquE oF Scnoruvneunn

. . . The errors of great
cause they are more fruidul
D e l L . . .

( 186z)
men are venerable be-
than the truths of little

(q ggg)'

OH Emucs

Schopenhauer's ethics ls often
(1868)

criticizeil for not
having the form of an imperativo.

What the philosophers call character is an incurable
disease. fui imperative ethics is one that deals with the
symptoms of the disease, having the faith, while it
ffghts them, that it is getting rid of the real origin, the
basic evil. Anyone who would base practical ethics on
aesthetics would be like a physician who would ffght
only those symptoms which are ugly and ofiend good
taste.

Philosophically viewed, it makes no difference
whether a character expresses itself or whether its

t These numbers refer to the Musarion edition.
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expressions are kept back: not only the thought but
th- disposiuon already makes the murderer; he is
guilty without any deed. On the other hand, there is
an ethical aristocracy just as there is a spiritual one:
one cannot enter it by receiving a title or by marriage.

In what way, then, are education, popular instruction'
catechism, justiffed and even necessary?

The unchangeable character is infuenced Jn its ex-
pressions by its environment and education-not in its
essence. A popular ethics therefore wants to suppress
bad expressions as far as possible, for the sake of the
general welfare-an undertaking that is strikingly simi-
Iar to the police. The means for this is a religion with
rewards and punishmentsi for the expressions alone
matter. Therelore the catechism can say: Thou shalt
not killl Thou shalt not cursel etc. Nonsensical, how'
ever, is an imperative: 'Be goodl" as rilell as, "Be
wiset" or, "Be talentedt"

The "general welfare- is not the sphere of truth; for
truth demands to be declared even if it is ugly and
unethical.

If we admit, fgr example, the truth of the doctrine
of Schopenhauer (but also of Christianity) concerning
the redemptive power of suffering, then it becomes
regard for the "general welfard' not only not to lessen
suEering, but perhaps even to increase it-not only for
oneself but also for others. Pushed to this limit, prac-
tical ethics becomes ugly-even consistent cruelty to
human beings. Similarly, the effect of Christianity is
unnerving when it commands respect for every kind
of magistrate, etc., as well as accePtance of all suffer-
ing without any attempt at resistance. (t, +o+f .l
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Norn ($7o-7r)

A state that cannot attain its ultimate goal usurrlly
swells to an unnaturally large size. The world-wide
empire of the Romans is nothing sublime compared to
Athlns. The strength that really should go into the
fower here remains in the leaves and stem, which
flourish. (m, g8+)

FNOM

Homer's Contest'
(r8zzl

When one speaks of humanitE, the idea is funda-
mental that this is something which separates and
distinguishes man from nature. In reality, however,
there is no such separation: 'naturaf' gualities and
those called truly 'humano are inseparably grcwn
together. Man, in his highest and noblest capacities, is
wholly nature and embodies its uncanny dual char-
acter. Those of his abilities which are terrifying and
considered inhuman may even be the fertile soil out
of which alone all humanity can grow in impulse, deed,
and work.

Thus the Greeks, the most humane men of ancient
times, have a trait of cruelty, a tigerish lust to anni-
hilate-a trait that is also very distinct in that gro-
tesquely enlarged mirror image of the Hellenes, in
Alexander the Great, but that really must strike fear
into our hearts throughout their whole history and

1A fragment published posthumously.
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mythology, if we approach them with the flabby con-
cept of modern'humanity." When Alexander has the
feet of Batis, the brave defender of Gaza, pierced, and
ties him, atve, to his carriage, to drag him about while
his soldiers mock, that is a revolting caricature of
Achilles, who maltreats Hector's colpse in a similar
fashion at night; and even this trait is ofrensive to us
and makes us shudder. Here we look into the abyss
of hatred. With the same feeling we may also observe
the mutual laceration, bloody and insatiable, of two
Greek parties, for example, in the Corcyrean revolution.
lVhen the victor in a fight among the cities executes
the entire male citizenry in accordance with the laws
of war, and sells all the women and children into
slavery, we see in the sanction of such a law that the
Greeks considered it an earnest necessity to let their
bahed flow forth fully; in such moments crowded and
swollen feeling relieved itself; the tiger leaped out
voluptuous cruelqr in his terrible eyes. Why must the
Greek sculptor give form again and again to war and
combat in innumerable repetitionsr distended human
bodies, their sinews tense with hatred or with the arro-
gance of triumph; writhing bodies, wounded; dfng
bodies, expiring? Why dicl the whole Greek world exult
over the combat scenes of the lliad? I fear that we do
not understand these in a sufficiently'Greek- manneri
indeed" that we should shudder if we were ever to
undbrstand them 'in Greek.'

But what lies behind. the Homeric world, as the
womb of everything Hellenic? For in that world the ex-
haordinary artistic precision, calm, and purity of the
lines raise us above the mere contents: through an artis-
tie deception the colors seem lighter, milder, warmeri
and in this colorful warm light the men appear better
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and more sympathetic. But what do we behold when,
no longer led and protected by the hand of Homer, we
stride back into the pre-Homerie world? Only night
and tenor and an imagination accustomed to the hor-
rible. What kind of u"ri'hly existence do these revolting,
terrible theogonic myths reflect? A life ruled only by
the children of Night: strife, lust, deceit, old age, and
death. Let us imagine the atmosphere of Hesiodt
poem, already hard to breathe, made still denser and
darker, and without all the molliffcations and purift-
cations that streamed over Hellas from Delphi and
from numerous abodes of the gods; Iet us mix this
thickened Boeotian atmosphere with the gloomy volup-
fuousness of the Etruscans; then such a reality would
wring from us a world of myth in which Uranos, Cro-
nos, Zeus, and the wars with the Titans would seem
like a relief: in this brooding atmosphere, combat is
salvation; the cruelty of victory is the pinnacle of life's
jubilation.' 

Further, it was in truth from murder and the expia-
tion of murder that the conception of Greek law devel-
oped; so, too, the nobler culture takes its ffrst wreath
of victory from the altar of the expiation of murder.
After the wave of that bloody age comes a trough that
cuts deep into Hellenic history. The names of Orpheus,
Musaeus, and their cults reveal the consequences to
which the uninterrupted spectacle of a world of strug-
gle and cruelty was pressing: toward a disgust with
existence, toward the conception of this existence as
a punishment and penance, toward the belief in the
identity of existence and guilt. But it is precisely these
conseguences that are not speciffcally Hellenic: in this
respect, Greece is at one with India and the Orient in
general. The Hellenic genius was ready with yet an-
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other answer to the question, "What is a life of strug-
gle and victory for?" and it gave that answer through
the whole breadth of Greek history.

To understand it, we must start with the point that
the Greek genius tolerated the terrible presence of this
urge and considered it j&ifed; while the Orphic move-
ment contained the idea that a life with such an urge
as its root was not worth living. Struggle and the ioy
of victory were recognized-and nothing distinguishes
the Greek world from ours as much as the coloring,
so derived, of individual ethical concepts, for example,
Erfst and envy. . . .

And not only Aristotle but the whole, of Greek
antiquity thinks differently from us about hatred and
envy, and judges with Hesiod, who in one place calls
one Eris evil-nameln the one that leads men into
hostile ffghts of annihilation against one another-while
praising another Eris as good-the one that, as jeal-
ousy, hatred, and envy, spurs men to activity: not to
the activity of ffghts of annihilation but to the activity
of ffghts which are cotrte$s. The Greek is envious, and
he does not consider this quality a blemish but the
gift of a beneficent godhead. What a gUlf of ethical
iuclgment lies between us and himl . . .

The greater and more sublime a Greek is, the
brighter the flame of ambition that flares out of him,
consuming everybody who runs on the same course.
Aristotle once made a fist of such hostile contests in
the grand manner; the most striking of the examples
is that even a dead man can still spur a live one to
consuming iealousy. That is how Aristotle describes
the relationship of Xenophanes of Colophon to Homer.
We do not understand the full strength of Xenophanes'

l'Discurd."
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attack on the national hero of poetry, unless-as again
later with Plato-we see that at its root lay an over-
whelming craving to assume the place of the over-
thrown poet and to inherit his fame. Every great Hel-
lene hands on the torch of the contest; every great
virtue kindles a new greatness. When the young The-
mistocles could not sleep because he was thinking of
the laurels of tr{iltiades, his urge, awakened so eatly,
was finally set free in the Iong contest with Aristides,
to become that remar*ably unique, purely instinctive
genius of his political activity, *tri"t, Thucydides de-
scribes for us. How clraracteristic are question and
answer rvhen a noted opponent of Pericles is asked
whether he or Pericles is the best u,restler in the city,
and answers: "Even when I throw him down, he denies
that he fell and attains his puqpose, persuading even
those who saw him fall."

If one u'ants to observe this conviction-wholly un-
disguised in its most naive expression-that the contest
is necessary to preserve the health of the state, then one
should reflect on the original meaning of ostrccisrn, for
example, as it is pronounced by the Ephesians when
they banish Hermodorus: 'Among us, no one shall be
the best; but if someone is, then let him be elsewhere
and among others." Why should no one be the best? Be-
cause then the contest would come to an end and the
eternal source of life for the Hellenic state would be en-
dangered. . . . Originally this curious institution is
not a safety valve but a means of stirnulation: the
individual who towers above the rest is eliminated so
that the contest of forces may reawaken-an idea that
is hostile to the "exclusiveness" of genius in the modern
sense and presupposes that in the natural order of
things there are always seoeral geniuses who spur each
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other to action, even as they hold each other within the
limits of rneasure. That is the core of the Hellenic
notion of the contest: it abominates the rule of one and
fears its dangers; it desires, as a proteotion against the
genius, another genius.

Every talent must unfold itself in 6ghting: that is
the command of Hellenic popular pedagogy, whereas
modern educators dread nothing more than tthe un-
leashing of so-ealled ambition. . . . And iust as the
youths were educated through contests, their educators
were also engaged in contests with each other. The
great musical masters, Pindar and Simonides, stood
Jiae by side, mistrusdul and jealous; in the spirit of'
contest, the sophist, the advanced teacher of antiquity"
meets another sophist; even the most universal type of'
instruction, through the drama, was meted out to the
people only in the form of a tremendous wrestling:
among the great -musical and dramatic artists. How
wonderfull "Even the artist hates the artisL" Whereas:
modern man fears nothing in an artist more than the'
emotion of any personal ffght, the Greek knows the'
artist only as engaged in o personal fight. Precisely
where modern man senses the weahress of a work of'
art, the Hellene seeks the source of its greatest strength.
What, for example, is of epecial artistic signiffcance in
Plato's dialogues is for the most part the result of a con-
test with the art of the orators, the sophistq and the
dramatists of his time, invented for the pulpose of en-
abling him to say in the end: 'Look, I too can do what
my great rivals can do; indeed, I can do it better than
they. No Protagoras has invented myths as beautiful as
mine; no dramatist such a vivid and captivating whole
as my Symposion; no orator has written orations like
those in my Gorgias-and now I repudiate all this en-
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tirely and condemn all imitative art. Only the contest
made me a poet, a sophist, an orator." What a problem
opens up before us when we inquire into the relation-
ship of the contest to the conception of the work of artl

However, when we remove the contest from Greek
life we immediately look into that pre-Homeric abyss
of a terrifying savagery of habed and the lust to anni-
hilate. This phenomenon unfortunately appears quite
frequently when a great personality is suddenly re-
noved from the contest by an extraordinarily brilliant
deed and becomes hors de concot.rs in his own judg-
ment, as in that of his fellow citizens. The effect is
almost without exception a terrifying one; and if one
usually infers from this that the Greek was incapable
of enduring fame and happiness, one should say more
precisely that he was unable to endure fame without
any further contest, or the happiness at the end of
the contest. There is no clearer example than the
Iast experiences of Miltiades. Placed on a solitary peak
and elevated far above every fellow ffghter by his
incomparable success at Marathon, he feels a base,
vengeful craving awaken in him against a Parian
citizen with whom he has long had a feud. To satisfy
this craving he misuses fame, state propertn civic
honor-and dishonors himself. . . . An lgnominious
death sets its seal on his brilliant heroic career and
darkens it for all posterity. After the battle of Marathon
t/e envy of the heavenly powers seized him. And this
divine envy is infamed when it beholds a human being
without a rival, unopposed, on a solitary peak of fame.
Only the gods are beside him now-and therefore they
are against him. They seduce him to a deed of hybris,r
and under it he co@ses.

I "Overbearing.'
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Let us note well that, iust as Miltiades perishes,

the noblest Greek cities perish too, when through merit
and good fortune they arrive at the temple of Nike
from the racecounre. Athens, who had destroyed the
independence of her allies and then severely punished
the iebellions o{ her subjects; Sparta, who expressed
her domination over Hellas after the battle of Aego6pot-
amoi, in yet muc,h harsher and crueler ways, have also,
after the example of Miltiades, brought about their
own destruction through deeds of hgbris, as proof that
without emy, iealousy, and ambition in the contest,
the Hellenic city, like the Hellenic man, degenerates.
He becomes evil and cruel; he becomes vengeful and
godless; in short, he became ftre-Homeric: . . .

Norts (r8Zg)

Detfwatian of svccess is truly cornmensurate with
human meanness. Whoever has closely studied even a
single success knows what factors (stupidity, wicked-
ness, laziness, etc.) have always helped-anil not es
the weakest factors either. It is mad that success is
supposed to be worth more than the beautiful possi'
bility which was sUll there immediately before. But
to 6nd in history the realization of the good and the

iust, that is blasphemy against the good and the iusL
This beautiful world history is, in Heraclitean temr,
"a chaotic pile of rubbish." What is sfiongwins: that is
the universal law. If only it were not so often precisely
what is shrpid and evill (vt" SUf.)

:.:8

Hegel saysz'That at the bottom of history, and par'
ticularly of world history, there is a ftnal aim, and that
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this has actually been realized in it and is being
realized-the plan of hovidence-that there is rcason
in history: that is to be shown philosophically and
thus as altogether necessary." And: "A history without
such an aim and without such a point of view would
be merely a feeble-minded pastime of the imagination,
not even a children's fairy tale, for even children
demand some interest in stories, i.e., some aim one
can at least feel, and the relation of the occurrences
and actions to it." Conclusion: Every story must have
an aim, hence also the history of a people and the
history of the world. That means: because there is
'world history" tlere must also be some aim in the
world process. That means: we demand stories only
vdth aims. But we do not at all dernand stories about
the world process, for we consider it a swindle to talk
about it. That my life has no aim is evident even from
the accidental nature of its origin; that I can Ttosi.t an
aim for myself is another matter. But a state has no
aim; we alone give it this aim or that. (u, 3g6)

:.if

On the mgthology of the historical. Hegel: 'What

happens to a people and occurs within it has its essen-
tial significance in its relation to the state; the mere
particularities of the individuals are most remote from
this subject matter of history." But the state is always
only the means for the preservation of many individ-
uals: how could it be the aim? The hope is that with
the preservation of so many blanks one may also pro-
tect a few in whom humanity culminates. Otherwise it
makes no sense at all to preserve so many wretched
human beings. The history of the state is the history
of the egoism of the masses and of the blind desire to
exist; this striving is justified to some extent only in
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the geniuses, inasmuch as they can thus exist Individ-
ual ind collective egoisms struggling against each other
-an atomic whirl of egoisms-who would look for aims
here?

Through &e genius something does result from this
atomic *hitl aftet all, and now one forms a milder
opinion concerning the senselessness of this procedure
-as if a blind hunter ffred hundreds of times in vain
and ffnally, by sheer accident, hit a bird. A result at
last, he says to himself, and goes on ffring. (vl, gs6 f.)

:.;.:

The damned fol& soull When we speak of the Ger'
rnan xpirit we mean Luther, Goethe, Schiller, and a
few others. It would be better even to speak of Luther'
like people, etc. We want to be careful about calling
something German: in the ffrst place, it is the language;
but to understand this as an expression of the folk
character is a mere phrase, and so far it has not been
possible to do so with any people without fatal_vlgue:
iess and figures of speech. Greek language and Greek
'tolk'l Let somebody bring them togetherl Moreover,
it is the same as with writing: the most important
basis of the language is not Greek but, as one now
says, Indo-Germanic. It is somewhat better with style
or the human being. To ascribe predicates to a people
is always dangerous; in the end, everything is so mixed
that a unity develops only late, through the language-
or an illusion of unity. Germans, German Reiclt-that
is something. Those speaking German-that is some-
thing too. But those of German racel What is German
as a quality of artistic style-that is yet to be fourd,,
just as among the Greeks the Greek style was found
only late: anlarlier unity did not exist, ottly a terrible
mixture. (vt, SS8 f.)
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FROM

0n Truth and Lie
in an Extra-Moral Sense'

( rSzs)
In some remote corner of the universe, poured out

and glittering in innumerable solar systems, there once
was a star on which clever animals invented knowl-
edge. That was the haughtiest and most mendacious
minute of 'world history"-yet only a minute. After
nature had. drawn a few breaths the star grew cold, anil
the clever animals had to die.

One might invent such a fable and still not have
illustrated iufficiently how wretched, how shadowy and
flighty, how aimless and arbitrary, the human intellect
appears in nature. There have been eternities when it
did not exist; and when it is done for again, nothing
will have happened. For this intellect has no further
mission that would lead beyond human life. It is
human, rather, and only its owner and producer gives
it such importance, as if the world pivoted around it.
But if we could communicate with the mosquito, trhen
we would learn that it floats through the air with the
same self-importance, feeling within itself the flying
center of the world. There is nothing in nature so
despicable or insignificant that it cannot immediately
be blown up like a bag by a slight breath of this
power of knowledge; and just as every Porter wants an
admirer, the proudest human being, the philosopher'
thinls that hl sees the eyes of the universe tele-

1A fragment published posthumousln
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scopically focused from all sides on his actions and
thoughts.

It is strange that this should be the effect of the
intellect, for after all it was given only as an aid to the
most unfortunate, most delicate, most evanescent
beincs in order to hold them for a minute in existence,
from" which otherwise, without this gift they would
have every reason to fee as quickly as Lessing's son.
That haughtiness which goes with knowledge and feel-
ing, which shrouds the eyes and senses of man in a
blinding fog, therefore deceives him about the value
of existence by carrying in itself the most flattering
evaluation of knowledge itself. Its most universal efiect
is deception; but even its most particular efiects have
something of the same character.

The intellect as a means for the presenration of the
individual, unfolds its chief powers in simulation; for
this is the means by which the weaker, less robust in-
dividuals preserve themselves, since they are denied
the chance of waging the struggle for existence with
horns or the fangs of beasts of prey. In man this art
of simulation reaches its peak: here deception, fattery,
Iying and cheating talking behind the back, posing
living in borrowed splendor, being masked, the dis-
guise of convention, acting a role before others and
before oneself-in short the constant fluttering around
the single fame of vanity is so much the rule and the
law that almost nothing is more incomprehensible than
how an honest and pure urge for truth could make its
appearance among men. They are deeply immersed in
illusions and dream images; their eye glides only over
the swface of things and sees 'forms"; their feeling
nowhere leads into truth, but contents itself with the
reception of stimuli, playing, as it were, a game of
btndman's buff on the bacla of things. Moreover, man
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permits himself to'be lied to at night, his life long,
when he dreams, and his moral sense never even tries.
to prevent this-although men have been said to have
overcome snoring by sheer will power.

What, indeed, does man know of himself! Can he
even once perceive himself cornpletely, laid out as if in
an illuminated glass case? Does not nature keep much
the most from him, even about his body, to spellbind
and conffne him in a proud, deceptive consciousness,
far from the coils of the intestines, the quick current
of the blood stream, and the involved tremors of the
ffbers? She &rew away the key; and woe to the calam-
itous curiosity which might peer iust once through a
crack in the chamber of consciousness and look down,
and sense that man rests upon the merciless, the'
greedy, the insatiable, the murderous, in the indif-
ference of his ignorance-hanging in dreams, as it
were, upon the back of a tiger. In view of this, whence
in all the world comes the urge for truth?

Insofar as the individual wants to preserve himself
against other individuals, in a natural state of afiairs he
employs the intellect mostly for simulation alone. But
because man, out of need and boredom, wants to exist
socially, herd-fashion, he requires a peace pact and he
endeavors to banish at least the very crudest bellum
omnium contra omnesL from his world. This peace pact
brings with it something that looks like the ffrst step to-
ward the attainment of this enigmatic urge for truth. For
now that is ffxed which henceforth shall be 'truth"; that
is, a regularly vahd and obligatory designation of things
is invented, and this linguistic legislation also furnishes.
the ffrst laws of truth: for it is here that the contrast
between truth and lie ffrst originates. The liar uses
tbe valid designations, the words, to make the unreal

lT/ar of all against all.'
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app€ar 4s real; he says, for example, "I am rich," when
the word "poor' would be the correct designation of
his situation. He abuses the fixed conventions by arbi-
bary changes or even by reversals of the names. When
he does this in a self-sendng way damaging to others,
then society will no longer trust him but exclude him.
Thereby men do not flee from being deceived as much
as from being damaged by deception: what they hate
at this stage is basically not the deceptiorr but the bad,
hostile consequences of certain kinds of deceptions. In
a similarly limited way man wants the truth: he desires
the agreeable life-preserving consequences of truth, but
he is indifferent to pure knowledge, which has no con-
sequences; he is even hostile to possibly damaging and
destructive truths. And, moreover, what abou! these
conventions of language? Are they really the products
of knowledge, of the sense of truth? Do the desig-
nations and the things coincide? Is language the
adequate expression of all realities?

Only through forgedulness can man ever achieve tlle
illusion of possessing a "tnrth" in tlle sense just desig-
nated. If he does not wish to be satisffed with truth
in the form of a tautology-that is, with empty shells-
then he will forever buy illusions for truths. What is
a word? The image of a nerve stimulus in soundp. But
to infer from the nerve stimulus, a cause outside us,
that is already ttre result of a false and uniustiffed appli-
cation of the principle of reason. . . . The difierent
languages, set side by side, show that what matters
with words is never the truth, never an adequate ex-
pression; else ttrere would not be so many languages.
The "thing in itself" (for that is what pure tnrth, with-
out consequences, would be) is quite incomprehensible
to the creators of language and not at all worth airring
for. One designates only the relations of things to man,
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md !o express t{rem one calls on the boldest meta-
phors. A nerve stimulus, Srst transposed into an imago
-ffrst metaphor. The image, in turn, imitated by a
sound-second metaphor. . . .

I,et us still $ve special consideration to the forma-
tion of concepts. Every word immediately becomes a
conc€pt, inasmuch as it is not intended to serve as a
reminder of the unique and wholly individualized orig-
inal experience to which it owes its birth, but must at
tbe same time fft innumerable, more or less similar
cases-which mearu, strictly speaking, never equal-
in other worils, a lot of unequal cases. Every concept
originates through our equating what is unequal. No
leaf ever wholly equals another, and the concept "leaf"
is formed through an arbiEary abstraction from these
individual differences, through forgetting the distinc-
tions; and now it $ves rise to the idea that in nature
there might be something besides the leaves which
would be 'leaf"-some kind of original forrr after
which all leaves have been woven, marked, copied,
colored, curled, and painted, but by unskilled hands,
so that no copy tumed out to be a correct, reliablq and
faithful image of the original form. We call a person
tonest.' Why did he act so honestly today? we ask.
Our answer usually sounds like this: because of his
honesty. Honestyl That is to say again: the leaf is tho
cause of the leaves. After all, we know nothing of an
essence-like quality named honesty"; we know only
Dumerous individualized, and thus unequal actions,
which we eguate by omitting the unequal and by then
caling them honest actions. In the end, we distill from
ttem a qwlitas oceulto with the name of 'honesty". . . .

What, then, is trutb? A mobile army of metaphors,
neton;rms, and antb'ropomorphisms-in short, a sun
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of human relations, which have been enhanced, trans-
pgsed, and embellished poetically and rhetorically,-and
whi"h 

"fte. 
long use seem ffrm, canonical, and obliga'

tory to a people: truths are illusions about which one
hai forgotten- that this is what they are; metaphon
which are worn out and without sensuous power; coins
which have lost their pictures and now matter only as
metal, no longer as coins.

We still do not larow where the urge for tnrth comes
from; for as yet we have heard only of the obligation
imposed by iociety that it should exist: to be truthful
mdans using the eustomary metaphors-in moral terms:
the obligation to lie according to a ffxed conventiorS to
lie heril-like in a style obligatory for all. . . .

Noms ABortr Wecxm

(IanuatY r8Z+)
If Goethe is a traruposed painter and Schiller a

transposed orator, then Wagner is a transposed actor.
(vq e+r)

8838

As a pamphleteer he is an orator without the power
to cpnvince. (uc gSg)

t3E

ft was a special form of Wagner's ambition to relate
himself to high points of the past: Schiller-Goethe'
Beethoven, Luther, Greek tragedy, Shakespeare, Bis-
marck Only to the Renaissance could he establish no
relationship; but he invented the German spirit as op
posed to the Romance. (vtl gsg)
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Norrs ($Zq)

Gennan Culture. . . . Political superiority without any
rcal hurnan superiority is most hafffut One must seek
to make amends for political superiority. To be
aslwmed of one's power. To use it in the most salutary
way. Everybody thinks that the Germans may now rest
on tbeir rroral and intellectual superiority. One seems
to think that now it is time for something else, for the
state. Till now, for 'art' etc. This is an ignominious
rnisunderstanding; there are seeds for the most glorious
development of man And these must perish for the
sake of the state? What, after all, is a state? The time
of the scholars is past. Their place must be taken by
philnlethes.L Tremendous po$'er. The only way to use
t}le present kind of German power correctly is to com-
prehend tlre tremendous obligation which lies in it.
Any slackening of cultural taslcs would turn this power
into the most revolting tyranny.

3;8

(uq r+sf.)

A geat value of antiquity lies in the fact that its
w*ings are the only ones that modern men still read
wlth exactness. (vtq rS6)

Nmss (r8ZS)

lhe political defeat of Greece was the greatest fail-
ure of culture: for it has brought with it the revolting
theory that bne can foster culture only when one ie

.rTrieods of truth."
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armed to the teeth and wears boxing gloves. The rise
of Christianity was the second geat failure: raw Pole€r
there and the dull intellect here became victors over
the aristocratic genius among the nations. Being a
Hellenophile means: being an enemy of raw power
and dull intellects. In this way Sparta was the ruin of
Hellas, for she forced Athens to become active in a
federation and to throw herself entirely 

"?r.l"Tl!}

t88

There remains a grave doubt whether one may argue
from languages to nationalities and relatedness to other
nations. A victorious language is nothing but a freguent
(not even a regular) sign of successful conquest.
Where have there ever been autochthonous peoples?
It is a very imprecise concept to speak of Greels who
did not yet live in Greece. What is characteristically
Greek is much less the result of any disposition than of
adapted institutions and of the language that has been
accepted. (vu, rgg)

3A€

For the highest images in every religion there is an
analogue in a state of the soul. The God of Moham-
med-the solitude of the desert, the distant roar of a
Iion, the vision of a tenible fighter. The God of the
Christians-everything that men and women associate
with the word'love." Tte God of the Greeks-a beauti-
ful dream image. (w, r95)

td€

For once I want to enumerate everything that I no
longer believe; also what I believe,
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In the great whirlpool of forces man stands with the

conceit that this whirlpool is rational and has a rational
aim: an errorl The only rational thing we know is what
little reason man has: he must exert it a lot, and it is
always minous for him when he abandons himself'
say, to 'Providence."

The only happiness lies in reason; all the rest of the
world is dismal. The highest reason, however, I see in
the work of the artist, and he may experience it as
such; there may also be something that, if onlv it could
be produced consciously, would result in a still greater
feeling of reason and happiness: for example, the
course of the solar system, begetting and educating a
human being.

Happiness lies in the swiftness of feeling and think-
ing: all the rest of the world is slow, gradual, and
shrpid. Whoever could feel the course of a light ray
would be very h"ppy, for it is very swift.

Thinking of oneself gives little happiness. If, how-
ever, one feels much happiness in this, it is because at
bottom one is not thinking of oneself but of one's ideal.
This is far, and only the swift reach it and are de-
lighted. (vrr, zrr f.)

3i3;

To educate educatorsl But the ffrst ones must edu-
cate themselves! And for these I write. (vu, zr5)

&::8

The better the state is established, the fainter is hu-
manity.

To make the individual uncornfodable, that is my
task. (rm, z16)
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FROM

Human, All-Too-Human
- Eorton's Norg

Nietzsche's first ffve books, ?lre Btrth of Tragedy and the
fcw Urtimely Meihtations, were essays. All of them dealt'
in one way or another, with guestions of value: the value
of art and life itself, the value of history and the problem
whether there are supra-historical values, and the value of
self-perfection. This 

-last 
point was central in the thiril

Meditation, in which Nietzsche proposed that a new pic-
ture of man was needed to counter the true but deadly
Darwinian doc{rine of the essential continuity of man and
animal. Being determined, however, to build on atl em-
pirical foundation, instead of falling back on dogma or
tntuition, Nietzsche found himself unable to do what he
wanted. Then, roughly at the same time he decided to
break with Wagner, he gave up his previous style and
method and turned to writing boola composed of aphor-
isms-largely concemed with human psychology or, in
Nietzsche's ph'rase, with the 'truman, all-too-human""

Izl
Origlnal eror of thc philosopher, Nl philosophers

share this common error: tbey proceed from contempo.
rary man and think they can reach their goal through
an analysis of this man. Automatically they think of
*mano as an etemal veritn as something abiding in
the whirlpool, as a sut" -eas,tre of things. Everphing
that the philosopher says about man, however, is at
bottom no more than a testimony about the man of a
very limited period. Lack of a historical sense is the
original error of all philosophers. . . .
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lsl
Misund.errtanding of the dream.In the ages of crude

primeval culture man believed that in dreams he got to
know another rcal world; here is the origin of all meta-
physics. Without the dream one would have found no
occasion for a division of the world. The separation of
body and soul, too, is related to the most ancient eon-
ception of the dream; also the assumption of a quasi-
body of the soul, which is the origin of all belief in
spirits and probably also of the belief in gods. "The
dead live on; for they appear to the living in dreams";
'this inference went unchallenged for many thousands
of years.

[8s]
The sleep of oirtue. When virtue has slept, she will

get up more refreshed.

l r rgJ
Christianity as ontiquitg. When we hear the ancient

bells growling on a Sunday morning we ask ourselves:
Is it really possiblel this, for a Jew, cruciffed two thou-
sand years ago, who said he was Godt son. The proof
of such a claim is lacking. Certahrly the Christian re-
ligion is an antiquity projected into our times from
remote prehistory; and the fact that the claim is believed
-v,'hs1sn5 one is otherwise so strict in examining pre-
tensions-is perhaps the most ancient piece of this
heritage. A god who begets children with a mortal
woman; a sage who bids men work no more, have no
more courts, but look for the signs of the impending
end of the world; a justice that accepts the innocent as
a vicarious sacriffce; someone who orders his disciples
to drink his blood; prayers for miraculous interven-
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tions; $ns pelpetrated against a god, atoned for by a
god; fear of a beyond to which death is the podal; the
form of the cross as a symbol in a time that no longer
knows the function and the ignominy of the cross-
how ghoulishly all this touches us, as if from the tomb
of a primeval pastl Can one believe that such things
are still believed?

lr+61
The artist's sense of truth, Regatding truths, the

artist has a weaker morality than the thinker. He defi-
nitely does not want to be deprived of the splendid and
profound inteqpretations of life, and he resists sober'
iimple methods and results. Apparently he ffghts for
the higher digmty and signiffcance of man; in trutb
he does not want to give up the most effective Presu[F
positions of his art: the fantastic, mythical, uncertain,
extreme, the sense for the symbolic, the overestimation
of the person, the faith in some miraculous element in
the genius. Thus he considers the continued existence
of his kincl of creation more important than scientiftc
devotion to the truth in every form, however plain'

lrzol
ArtiMs' ambition. The Greek artists, for example, the

hagedians, wmte in order to triumph. Their whole art
is unthinkable without the contest: Hesiod's good Eris'.
ambition, gave wings to their genius. Now this ambi-
tion demanded above all that their work attain the
highest excellence in their own eyes, as they under-'
stood excellence, without consideration for any prevail-
ing taste or public opinion concerning excellence in a.
work of art. Thrrs Aeschylus and Euripides rcmained
unsuccessful for a long time, until they had ffn"lly
educated judges of art who appraisecl their work by
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the standards they themselves applied. Thus they
strove for a triumph over their rivals in their own esti-
mation, before their orvn seat of judgment; they really
wanted to be more excellent; and then they demanded
outside agreement with their own estimation,
Srmation of their own judgment. Striving for
here means *making oneself sunerior and also rhere means *making o
to appear so publicly.
here means *making oneself superior and also wishing
to appear so publicly." If the ffrst is lacking and the
second is desired nevertheless, then one speaks of
oanity.If the second is lacking and is not missed, then
one speaks of. ptide,

lr8+l
U*ranslnnbb. lt is neither the best nor the worst

in a book that is untranslatable.

lrsgl
Tlwglts in a poem. The poet presents his thoughts

festiveln on the carriage of rhythm: usually because
they could not wallc"

lzz+l
Ennoblement through degeneration" History teaches

that the best-preserved tribe among a people is the
one ir! which most men have a living communal sense
as s c€nsequence of sharing their customary and indis.
putable principles-in other words, in consequencc of
e cemmon faith. Here the good" robust mores thtive;
here the subordination of the individual is learned and
the character receives ffrmnesg ffrst as a gift and then
is further cultivated. The danger to these strong con-
munities founded on homogeneous individuals who
have character is growing stupidity, which is gradually
increased by heredity, and whictu in any case, follows
all stability like a shadow. It is the individuals wbo

A COn-
honor
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have fewer ties and are much more uncertain and mor-
ally weaker upon whom spiritual progress depends in
such communities; they are the men who make new
and manifold experiments. fnnumerable men of this
sort perish because of their weakness without any very
visible efiect; but in general, especially if they have
descendants, they loosen up and from time to time in-
flict a wound on the stable element of a community.
Precisely in this wounded and weakened spot the
whole structure is itnaiated, as it \ilere, with some-
thing new; but its over-all strength must be sufficient
to accept this new element into its blood and assimilate
it Those who degenerate are of the highest importance
wherever progress is to take place; every great progress
must be preceded by a partial weakening. The strong-
est natures hold fa* to the tyPe; the weaker ones help
to il,eoebp it further,

It is somewhat the same wi& the incliviclual: rarely
is degeneration, a crippling, even a vice or any physi
cal or moral damage, unaccompanied by some gain on
the other side. The sicker man in a warlike and restless
tribe, for example, may have more occasion to be by
himself and may thus become calmer and wiser; ttre
one-eyed will have one stsonger eye; the blind will see
more deeply within, and in any case have e keener
sense of hearing. So the famous sttuggle for *istence
does not seem to me to be the only point of view from
which to explain the progress or the strengthening of a
human being or a rac€. Rather, two things must come
together: ffrst, the increase of stable power through
close spiritual ties such as faith and communal feeling;
then, the possibility of reaching higher goals through
the appearance of degenerate types and, as a conse-
quence, a partial weakening and wounding of the
stable power: it is precisuly th" weaker natures who,
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being more delicate and freer, make progress possible.

A people who crumble somewhere and become
weak, but remain strong and healthy on the whole,
are able to acrept the infection of the new and absorb
it to their advantage. In the case of the individual the
task of education is this: to put him on his path so
ffrmly and surely that, as a whole, he can never again
be diverted. Thert however, the educator must wound
him, or utilize the wounds destiny inflicts.upon him;
and when pain and need have t}us developed, some'
thing new and noble can then be inoculated in the
wounded spots. His whole nature will absorb this, and
later, in its fnrits, show the ennoblement.

Concerning t}le state, Machiavelli says tlat'tlle form
of govemment is of very little importance, although
the-haU-educated think otherwise. The great goal of
statesmanship should be duration, which outweighs
everything else because it is far more valuable than
freedom.t Only where the greatest duration is securely

established and guaranteed is continual development
and ennobling iaoculation at all possible. Of course,
authority, the dangerous companion of all durdtion,
will usually Ey to resist this process.

lz6sl
Reason ln the schoob. The schools have no more im'

portant task than to teach rigorous thinling, cautious

fudgment, and consistent inference; therefore they
inoun leave alone whatever is not suitable for these
operations: religion, for example. After _all, thgy ca1
b. *" that later on man's fogginess, habig and need
will slacken the bow of an all-too-taut thinking. But as
far as the influence.of the schools reaches, they should
enforce what is essential and distinctive in man: "rea'
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son and science, marfs oery highest power'-so Goethe,
at least, judges.

The gieai scientist von Baer sees th-e superiority of
Europeans over Asiatics in their trained ability-to giv-e
te"so-rrs for what they believ*something of which
the latter are wholly incapable. Europe has gone
through the school of consistent, critical thinking; Asia
still does not know how to distinguish between truth
and poetry, and is not conscious of whether its convic-
tionJ are-derived from personal observation and' me-
thodical thinking or from fantasies.

Europe was made Ewope by reason in the schools;
in the Middle Ages Europe was on the way to becom-
ing a piece and an appendix of Asia again-by losing
the scientiffc sense that it owed to the Greeks.

lzztl
Thc art of ilrauing inferences. The greatest prcgress

men have nade lies in their learning how to draw cor-
rect inferences. That is by no means something naturaf
as Schopenhauer assumes when he says: *Of inference,
all are capable; of judgment, only a few." ft has been
learned only late, anri it still has not gained dominance.
False inferences are the rule in earlier times; and the
mythology of all peoples, their magic and their super-
stition, their religious cults, their laws, are inexhausti-
ble mines of proof for this proposition"

lzSrl
Highet culturc is twcessarily mi,wnilerstood. He who

has but two strings on his instrument-like the scholars
who, in addition to the urge for knowledge,'have only
the religious urge,' instilled by educatiort-does not un-
derstand those who can play on more strings. It is of
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the essence of the higher, multi-stringed culture that it
is ahvays misinterpreted by the lower cultur*_ as hap
pens, fbr example, when art is considered a disguised
iorm of religion-. Indeed people who are only religious
understand lven seience as a search of the religious
feeling, just as deaf-rnutes do not know what music is'
if it is not visible movement.

Izs8]
The most dnngerous party member. In every party

there is one member who, by his all-too-devout pro'
nouncement of the party principleg provokes the
others to apostasY.

lsosl
WIry one contrad,ic-ts, One often contradicts_an opin-

ion wlien it is really only the tone in which it has been
presented that is unsymPathetic.

lg6rl
The expefience of Soctotes. When one has become

a master in some ffeld one has usually, for that very
reason, remained a complete amateur in most other
things; but one judges iust the oth-er way around, as
Socrites had ahLady found out. This is what makes

association with masters disagreeable.l

lasol
Frcm the mothet. Everyone carries in himself an

rmage of woman derived from the mother; by tlis fg
is ietermined to revere lvomen generally, or to hold
them in low esteem, or to be generally in&fferent to
tlem.

t Wagoer liked to be called 'master.-
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lsgol
Frfendship with, women Women can form a friend-

ship with a man very well; but to preserve it-to that
end a slight physical antipathy must probably help.

[+o6]
Martiage as o long conoercation When marrl,ing,

one should ask oneself this question: Do you believe
that you will be able to converse well with this woman
into your old age? Everything .else in marriage is
transitory, but the most time during the association
belongs to conversation.

lcozl
CirW ilreams. Inexperieneeil girls fatter themselves

with the notion that it is within their power to make
a man happy; later they learn that it means holding a
man in low esteem to assume that only a girl is needed
to make him happy. The vanity of women demands
that a man be more than a h"ppy husband.

[+o8]
Faust and, Gretchen dging out. According to the

very good insight of a scholar, the educated men of
contemporary Germany resemble a mixture of Mephis-
topheles and Wagner, but certainly not Faust, whom
our grandfathers, at least in their youth, still felt stir-
ring within. Thus there are two reasons-to continue
this propositiorr-why the Gretchens are not suitable
for them. And since they are no longer desired, they
apparently die out

lqzql
Somethtng abwt the future of martiage.Ihose noble

free-spirited women who have made the education and
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elevation of the female sex their task should not over-
look one consideration: marriage, according to its
highest conception as e friendship between the souls
of two human beings of different sex, in other words,
as it is hoped for in the futurg concluded for the pur-
pose of begetting and educating a new generation-
such a marriage, which uses the sensual, as it were,
only as a rare means to a greater end, probably re-
quires, I fear, a natural aid: corwubinage. If, for rea-
sons of the husband's health, the wife should also serye
for the sole satisfaction of the sexual need, then the
choice of a wife will be decisively influenced by a false
consideration that is contrary to the aims suggested;
the production of offspring becomes accidental, and a
good education highly improbable. A good wife-who
is supposed to be friend, helper, bearer of children,
mother, head, of the family, manager, and who may
even have to stand at the head of her own business or
ofice, quite apart from her husband<annot at the
same time be a cpncubine: generally, this would be
asking too much of her. Thus the future might see a
contrary development to what occurred in Periclean
Athens: the rren, who at that time found little more
than concubines in their wives, turned to the fupasias
because they desired the attractions of a compauion-
ship that would liberate head and heart, as only the
grace and spirifual suppleness of women can provide.
All humaa institutions, like marriage, permit only a
limited degree of practical idealizatiou failing that,
crude remedies become immediately Decessary.

l+q+1
War. Against war one can say: It makes the victor

stupid, the vanquished malignant. In favor of war:



HUMAN, ALL-TOO.HUMAN O1

Through both of these efiects it barbarizes and thereby
makeslnore natural; it is a sleep or a winter for culture,
and man emerges from it stronger for good and evil

l+6zl
My utopia, In a better arrangement of- soeiety hard

laboi and the troubles of life will be meted out to tlose

who sufier least from them; hence, to the most obtuse,

and then, step by step, uP to those who are most sensi'

tive to the highest and most sublimated kinds of suffer'

ing and who thus still sufier when life is made easiesl

[+6s]
Resurrection of the spirit. On the political sickbed a

people is usually rejuvenated and rediscovers its spirit'-aftei 
having gradually lost it in seeking and preserving

Inwer. Culture owes its peaks to pohtically weak ages'

Iqzsl
The European rwrn and. the aboktion of natiorx-

Trade and industry, bools and letters, the way i'l

which all higher culture is shared, the rapid change of

house and scenery, the present nomadic life of every-
one who is not a landowner-these circumsta[c€s rr€c-
essarily produce a weakening, and ftnally the abolition,
of nations, at least in Europe; and as a consequence
of continual intermarriage there must develop a mixed
race, that of the European man. . . . It is not the in-
terest of the rrany (of peoples), as is often claimed'
but above all the interest of ce*ain royal dynasties
and also of certain classes in commerce and society,
that drives to nationalism. Once one has recognized
this, one should declare oneself without embarrassment
as a good European and work actively for the amalga-
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maHon of nations. In this pr6€ss the Germans could
be helpful by virtue of their long proven skill as inter-
preters and mediaton among peoples.

Incidentally, the whole problem of the "Ieax exists
only in nation states, for here their energy and higher
intelligence, their accumulated capital of spirit and
will, gathered from generation to generation tluough a
long schooling in suffering, must become so preponder-
ant as to arouse mass envy and hatred. In almost all
contemporary nations, therefore-in direct proportion
to the degree to which they act up nationalistically-
the literary obscenity is spreading of leading the Jews
to slaughter as scapegoats of every conceivable public
and intemal misfortune. As soon as it is no longer a
matt€r of preserving nationq but sf producing the
strongest possible European mixed racg the Jew is iust
as useful and desirable an ingredient es any other na-
tional remnant Unpleasant, even dangeroug qualities
can be found in every nation and every individual: it
is cnrel to demand that the Jew be an exception. In
hirr, these qualities may even be dangerous and revolt-
ing to an unusual degree; and perhaps the young
stock-exchange Jew is altogether the most disgusting
invention of mankind. In spite of tha! I should like to
know how much one must forgive a people in a total
acrounting when they have had the most painful his-
tory of all peoples, not without the fault of all of us,
and when one owes to them the noblest man (Christ)'
the purest sage (Spinoza), the most powerful boolg
and the most efiective moral law in the world. More-
over, in the darkest times of the Middle Ages, when
the Asiatic cloud masses had gathered heavily over
Europe, it was Jewish free-thinkers, scholars, and
physicians who clung to the banner of enlightenment
and spiritual independence in the face of the hanhest
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personal pressures and defended Europe against Asia.
We owe it to their exertions, not least of all, that a
more natural, more rational and certainly unmythical
explanation of the world was eventually able to tri-
umph again, and that the bond of culture which now
links us with the enlightenment of Greco-Rorltll ttt-
tiquity remained unb6ken. If Christianity has done
everything to orientalize the Occident, fudaism has
helped signiffcantly to occidentalize it again and again:
in a certain sense this means as much as making
Europe's task and history a continuation of the Greels

l+8zl
And, to say it once more, Pubhc opinions-private

lazinesses.

[+8s]
Etwmies of truth. Convictions are more dangerous

enemies of truth than lies.

lsa6l
Tlw oalue of htsipld oppownt* At times one re-

mains faithful to a cause only because its opponents
do not cease to be insipid.

lszsl
Not suitable as a party member. Whoever thinks

much is not suitable as a party member: he soon
tbinks himself right through the pa*y.

I6gsl
On the whole, scientiffc methods are at least as im-

portant as any other result of research: for it is upon
the insight into method that the scientific spirit de-
pends: and if these methods were lost, then all the
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results of science cvuld not prevent a renewed triumph
of superstition and nonsense. Clever people may learn
as much as they wish of the results of science-still
one will alwap notice in their conversation, and es-
pecially in their hypotheses, that they lack the scien-
tiffc spirit; they do not have that instinctive mistrust of
the aberrations of thought which through long training
are deeply rooted in the soul of every scientiffc person.
llhey are content to ffnd any hypothesis at all concern-
ing some matter; then they are all ffre and flame for it
and think that is enough. To have an opinion means
for them to fanaticize for it and thenceforth to press it
to their hearts as a conviction. If something is unex-
plained, they grow hot over the first notion that comes
into their heads and looks like an explanatioewhich
results progressively in the worst consequences, espe-
cially in the sphere of politics. For that reason eveqy-
one should noy study at least one science from the
bottom up: then he will know what metlod means and
how important ls the utrnost circumspection. . . .

FNOM

Il[ixeil 0pinions anrl Maxims

sorron's Norp

Ia r8Zg Nietzsche brought out another collection of
aphorisnrs under this title, as a sequel to Hu.maq All'Too-
Humaq published the year before.

tttl
Dtsslpatbn. The mother of dissipation is not ioy but

joylessness
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tssl
nLooe,' llhe most subtle artiffcre that distinguishes

Christianity from other religions is a word: it speals
of, looe. Thus it became the lyrical religion (whereas
in both their other creations the Semites presented the
world with heroic-epic religions). There is something
so ambiguous and suggestive about tlre word love,
something that speals to memory and to hope, that
even the lowest intelligence and the coldest heart still
feel something of the glimmer of this word. The
cleverest woman and the most vulgar man recall the
relatively leaSt selfsh moments of their whole life, even
if Eros has taken only a low flight with them; and for
tlose countless ones who rniss love, whether from their
parents or their children or their beloved, and espe-
cially for people with sublimated sexuality, Cbristianity
has always been a ffnd.

lrzsl
Reailprs of aphorisns. The worst readers of aphor-

isms are the authort friends if they are intent on guess-
ing back from the general to the particular instance
to which the aphorism owes its origin; for with zuch
pot-peeking they reduce the authort whole effort to
nothing; so that they deservedly gain, not a philosophic
outlook or instruction, but-at best, or at worst-noth-
ing more than the satisfaction of wlgar curiosity.

lqr l
Sign of rode. llJl poets and writers who are in love

with the superlaUve want more than they are capable
of.
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lzozl
Iokes. Ajoke is the epigram on the death of a feel-

ing.

legr l

wilt go toward moming,
Humaneness in friendshtp and mastership. 'If thou
It go toward momins. then I will so toward eve-I will go toward eve-

sign of humaneness inning": to feel this way is a high sign of humaneness in
a closer association: without this feeling, every friend-
ship, every discipleship and pupilship, becomes at one
time or another hypocrisy,

lzcSl
Wag to a Christian oirtue, Learning from one's

enemies is the best way toward loving them; for it
makes us grateful to them.

Izttj
Eoery phil.osophg is the philosophy of some stage of

life. The stage of life at which a philosopher found his
doctrine reverberates through it; he cannot prevent
this, however far above time and hour he may feel.
Thus Schopenhauer's philosophy remains the refecHon
of ardent and melancholy gouth-it is no way of think-
ing for older people. And Plato's philosophy recalls the
middle thirties, when a cold and a hot torrent often
roar toward each other, so that a mist and tender little
clouds form-and under favorable circumstances and
the rays of the sun, an enchanting rainbow.

lgor l
The party rnan. \"be true party man leams no longer

-he only experiences and judges; while Solon, who
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was never a party man but Pursued his goal alongside
and above the parties, or against them, is characteris-
tieally the father of that plain maxim in which the
health and inexhaustibility of Athens is contained: 'I

grow oltl and always continue to leam."

lgszl
Unfaithfulness, a cond,itiorl of mostership. Nothing

avails: every master has but one disciple, and that one
becomes unfaithful to him, for he too is destined for
mastership.

Iao8)
The ioumey to Had,es.I too have been in the under-

world, like Odysseus, and I shall yet return there often;
and not only sheep have I sacriffced to be able to talk
with a few of the dead, but I have not spared my orvn
blood. Four pain did not deny themselves to me as I
sacriffced: Epicurus and Montaigne, Goethe and Spi-
noza, Plato and Rousseau, Pascal and Schopenhauer.
With these f must come to terms when I have long
wandered by myself; they shall tell me whether I am
right or wrong; to them I want to listen when, in the
process, they tell each other whether they are right or
wrong. . . .
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F R O M

The Wanderer and His Shadow
rbrron's Norr

This coilection of aphorisms was ffrst published in r88o, as
tlre ffnal sequel to Human, All-Too-Human

tssl
The bite of conscience. The bite of conscience, like

the bite of a dog into a stone, is a stupidity.

l+81
Prohibitions without reesons. A prohibition, the rea-

son for which we do not understand or admit, is almost
a command not only for the stubborn but also for those
who thirst for knowledge: one risks an experiment to
ffnd out wlry the prohibition was pronounced. Moral
prohibitions, like those of the Decalogue, are suitable
only for an age of subjugated reason: now, such a pro-
hibition as 

*Thou shalt not kill" or "Thou shalt not
commit adultery," presented without reasons, would
have a harmful ratler than a useful effecL

tssI
The persecutor of God.. Paul thought up the idea,

and Calvin re-thought it, that for innumerable people
damnation has been decreed from eternity, and that
this beautiful world plan was instituted to reveal the
glory of God: heaven and hell and humanity are thus
supposed to exist-to satisfy the vanity of God! What
cruel and insatiable vanity must have fared in the soul
of the man who thought this up first, or second. Paul
has remained Saul after all-the persecutor of God.
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l86l
Socrotes, If all goes well, the time will c,ome when,

to develop oneself morally-rationally, one will take up
the memorabilia of Socrates rather than the Bible, and

when Montaigne and Horace will be employecl as pre-

cursors and guides to the understanding of the simplest
and most imperishable mediator-sage, Socrates. The
roads of the most divergent philosophic ways of life
lead back to him; at bottom they are the ways of life
of the di$erent temperaments, determined by reason
and habig and in all cases pointing with their peala to
joy in life and in one's own self-from which one
might well infer that the most characteristic feature of
Socrates was that he shared in all temperaments. Above
the founder of Christianity, Socrates is distinguished
by the gay kind of seriousness and that uisdom f"ry ot
p,ranLs which eonstitute the best state of the soul of
man. Moreover, he had the'geater intelligence.

Iv+7
The Faust idea. A little seamstress is seduced and

made unhappy; a great scholar in all four branches of
learning is the evildoer. Surely that could not have
happened without supernatural interference? No, of
course notl Without the aid of the incamate devil the
great scholar could never have accomplished this.

Should this really be the greatest German 'tra$e

idea," as is said among Germans? But for C'oethe even
this idea was still too terrible. His mild heart could
not help putting the little seamstresg 'the good soul
who forgot herself but once," close to the saints after
her involuntary death; indeed, by a triek played on
the devil at the decisive moment, he even brought the
great scholar to heaven at iust the right time-"the
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good man'with the "darkling aspiration"l And there,
in heaven, the lovers ffnd each other again.

Goethe once said that his nahrre was too conciliatory
for the truly tragic.

lztzl
Clnssical and romatXic. The classically disposed spir-

its no less than those romantically inclined-as these
two species always exist-carDr a vision of the future:
but the former out of a sbength of their time; the lat-
ter, out of its weakness.

lessl
Why beggars still lan.If all alms were given only

from prty, all beggars would have starved long ago.

tz+oj
Why beggars still koe. The greatest giver of alms is

cowardice.

lz6rl
Letter. A letter is an unannounced, visit; the mail-

man, the mediator of impolite incursions. One ought to
have one hour in every eight days for receiving letters,
and then take a bath.

lzozj
There ore rw edrucators. As a thinker, one should

speak only of self-education. The education of youth
by others is either an experimen! conducted on one as
yet unknown and unknowable, or a leveling on prin-
ciple, to make the new character, whatever it may be,
conform to the habits and customs that prevail: in both
cases, therefore, something unworthy of the tlinker-
tfie work of parents and teachers, whom an audaciously
honest person has called tws empmis twturels,
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One dan when in the opinion of the world one has
lone been educated, one- discovers oneself: that is
whEre the task of the thinker be$ns; now the time has
come to invoke his aid-not as an educator but as one
who has educated himself and thus has experience.

lzSzj
The teacher & necessar7 eoil, As few people as possi'

ble betrveen the productive spirits and the hungering,
receiving spilitsl For the intermediaries falsify, the
nourishment almost automatically when they mediate
it: then, as a reward for their mediation, they want too
much for themselves, which is thus taken away from
the original productive spirits; namely, interest, admira-
tion, dme, money, and other things. Henee one should
consider the teacher, no less than the shopkeeper, a
necessalF evil, an evil to be kept as small as possible.
If the trouble in the German situation today has perhaps
its main reason in the fact that too many people live
by trade and want to live well (and thus seek to cut
the producer's prices as much as possible while at the
same time raising the prices to the consumer, in order
to derive an advantage from the greatest possible dam-
age to both), then one can certainly ftnd a main reason
for the spiritual troubles in the sulplus of teachers; on
their aecounf one learns so little and so badly.

lz8+l
The means to real peace. No government admits any

more that it keeps an army to satisfy occasionally the
desire for conquest. Rather the army is supposed to
serve for defense, and one invokes the morality that
approves of self-defense. But this implies onet own
morality and the neighbor's immorality; for the neigh-
bor raust be thought of as eager to attack and conguer
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if our state must think of means of self-defense. More-
over, the reasons we give for requiring an army imply
that our neighbor, who denies the desire for conquest

iust as much as does our own state, and who, for his
part, also keeps an army only for reasons of self-de-
fense, is a hypocrite and a cunning criminal who
would like nothing better than to overpower a harmless
and awkward victim without any ffght. Thus all states
are now ranged against each other: they presuppose
their neighbor's bad disposition and their own good
disposition. This presupposition, however, is inhu.mane,
as bad as war and worse. At bottom, indeed, it is itself
the challenge and the cause of wars, because, as I have
said, it attributes immorality to the neighbor and thus
provokes a hostile disposition and act. We must abjure
the doctrine of the army as a means of self-defense just
as completely as the desire for conquests.

And perhaps the great day will come when a people,
distinguished by wars and victories and by the highest
development of a military order and intelligence, and
accustomed to'make the heaviest sacriffces for these
things, will exclaim of its own free will, 'We break the
sword," and wiil smash its entire military establishment
down to its lowest foundations. Rend,ering oneself ut
armeil uhen one hnd been the best-arrned, out of a
height of feeling-that is the means to real peacg
which must always rest on a peace of mind; whereas
the so+alled armed peacc, as it now exists in all coun-
tries, is the absence of peace of mind. One trusts
neither oneself nor one's neighbor and, half from
hatred, half from fear, does not I'ay down arms. Rather
perish than hate and fear, and tu)ice rather perish than
make oncself hated atd, feared-this must someday be-,
come the highest maxim for eveqy single common-
wealth too.
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Our liberal representatives, as is well known, lack
the time for reflecting on the nature of man: else they
would know that they work in vain when they work for
a "gradual decrease of the military burden." Rather,

. only when this kind of need has become greatest u'ill
the kind of god be nearest who alone can help here.
The bee of war-glory can only be destroyed all at once,
by a stroke of lightning: but lightning, as indeed you
know, comes from a cloud-and from up high.

LETTER To OVERBEcK

. . . My mother ,,iiTJtJi'UT:i"',ffi?iJ,
Bret Harte, M. Twain, E. A. Poe. If you do not yet
know the latest book by Twain, The Adoentures of
Tom Sawye4 it would be a pleasure for me to make
you a little present of it. . . .

Norrs ( r88o-8r)

A girl who surrenders her virginity to a man who
has not ffrst sworn solemnly before witnesses that he
will not leave her again for the rest of her life not
only is considered imprudent but is also called im-
moral. She did not follow the rnores; she was not only
imprudent but also disobedient, for she knew what the
mores commanded. Where the mores command dif-
ferently, the conduct of the girl in such a case would
not be called immoral either; in fact, there are regions
where it is cousidered moral to lose one's virginity be-
fore marriage. Thus the reproach is really directed
against disobedience: it is this that is immoral. Is this
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suftcient? Such a gill is considered contemptible-but
what hnd of disobedience is it that one despises? (Im-
prudence is not despised.) One says of hen she could
not control herself, that is why she was disobedient
against the mores; thus it is the blindness of the desire
that one despises, the animal in the girl. With this in
miud, one also says: she is unchaste; by this one could
not mean that she is doing what the lawfully wedded
wife does, too, without being called unchaste. The
mores are then seen to demand i:hat one bear the dis-
pleasure of unsatisffed clesire, that the desire be able
to uait. To be immoral means therefore, in this case,
not to be able to bear a displeasure despite the thought
of the power that makes the rules. A feeling is sap-
posed to be subdued. by a thougltf-more precisely,
by the thought of fear (whether it be fear of the sacred
mores or of the punishment and shame threatened by
the mores). In itself, it is not at all shameful, but
natural and fair, that a desire be satisfied immediately.
Therefore what is really contemptible in this girl is the
ueakness ol her fear. Being moral means being highly
accessible to fear. Fear is the power by which the
community is preserved.

If one considers, on the other hand, that every
original community requires a high degee of fearless-
ness in its members in other respects, then it becomes
clear that what is to be feared in the case of morality
nust inspire fear in the very highest degree. Therefore
mores have been introduced everywhere as functions
of a divine will, hiding under the fearfulness of gods
and demonic means of punishment-and being im-
moral would then meanr not fearing the inffniteiy fear-
ful.

Of anyone who denied the gods one expected any-
thing: he was automatically the most fearsome human
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being, whom no eommunity could suffer because he
tore out the roots of fear on which the community had
gpown. It was supposed that in such a person desire
raged unlimited: one considered every human being
without such fear inftnitely evil. . . .

The more peaceful a community has become, the
more cowardly the citizens become; the hss aecus-
tomed they are to standing pain, the more will worldly
punishments suffice as deterrents, the faster will reli-
gious threats become superfuous. . . . In highly civi-
lized peoples, ffnally, even punishments should become
highty superfuous deterrents; the mere fear of shame,
the trembling of vanity, is so continually effective that
immoral actions are left undone. The refinement of
morality increases together with the reffnement of fear.
Today the fear of disagreeable feelings in other people
is almost the strongest of our own disagreeable feelings.
One would like ever so much to live in such a way as
to do nothing except what causes others agreeable
feelings, and even to take pleasure in nothing any more
that does not also fulffll this condition. (r" SZz-ZSl

3,:3.3

One hardly dares speak any more of the will to
power3 it was different in Athens.

3A€

(x, 4t4)

The reabsorption of semen by the blood is the
strongest nourishment and, perhaps more than any
other factor, it prompts the stimulus of power, the un-
rest of all forees toward the overcoming of resistances,
the thirst for contradiction and resistance. The feeling
of power has so far mounted highest in abstinent
priests and hermits (for example, among the Brah-
mins). & +rqt.l
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FNOM

The Dawn
Eotton'g uorn

Another cpllection of aphorismg ffrst published in r88r.

lrol
First princtple of cioilization. Among crude peoples

there is a species of customs, the intent of which ap-
pears to be custom as such: fastidious and at bottom
useless ordinances (as, for example, on Kamchatka,
never to scrape the snow off the shoes with a knife,
never to spear a coal with a knife, never.to put any
iron into a fir*and death to him who transgresses in
such mattersl) whicbi however, keep in the conscious-
ness the perpetual nearness of custom, the relentless
compulsion to live up to custom. To conffrm the great
principle with which civilization beginsr any custom is
better than no custom.

I68l
The first Christi,an. All the world still believes in the

authorship of the 'Holy Spirit" or is at least still af-
fected by this belief: when one opens the Bible one
does so for 'edification.' . . . That it also tells the
story of one of the most ambitious and obtrusive of
souls, of a head as zuperstitious as it was crafty, the
story of the apostle Paul-who knows this, except a
few scholarsP Without this strange story, however,
without the confusions and storms of such a head, such
a soul, there would be no Christianity; we should
scarcely bave heard of a small Jewish sect whose mas-
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ter &ed on the cross. Of course, if this story had been
understood in time; if Paul's writings had been read
not as revelations of the 'Holy Spirit" but with an
honest and free spirit of one's own, and without at the
same time thinking of all our personal troubles, if they
had, rcaUy been rcad-and for a millennium and a half
there were no such readers-then Christianity would
have been done for long ago: so much do these pages
of tlre Jewish Pascal erpose the origin of Christianity,
iust as the pages of the French Pascal expose its des-
tiny and that of whtch it will perish.

That the ship of Christianity threw overboard a
good cleal of its Jewish ballast, that it went and was
able to go, among the pagans-that was due to this
one man, a very tortured, very pitiful, very unpleasant
man, unpleasant even to himself. He sufiered from a
ffxed idea--or more preciseln from a ffxed, ever-present
never resting question: what about the Jewish law? and
particularly the fulfillment of this law? In his youth he
had himself wanted to satisfy it with a ravenous hun-
ger for this highest distinction which the Jews could
conceive-ttris people who were propelled higher than
any other people by the imagination of the ethically
sublime, and who alone succeeded in creating a holy
god together with the idea of sin as a transgression
against this holiness. Paul became the fanatical de-
fender of this god and his law and guardian of his
honor; at the same time, in the struggle against'the
transgressors and doubters, llong in wait for them, he
became increasingly harsh and evilly disposed to them,
and inclined toward the most extreme punishments.
And now he found that-hot-headed, sensual, melan-
choly, malignant in his hatred as he warhe was him-
self unable to fulfill the law; indeed, and this seemed
strangest to hin5 his extravagant lust to domineer pro-
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wked him _continually to transgress the law, and he
had to yield to this thorn.

Is it really his -camal nature' that makes him trans.
gress again and again? And not rather, as he himself
suspected later, behind it the law itself, which must
constantly prove itself unfulffllable and which lures him
to transgression with inesistible chamr? But at that
time he did not yet have this way out. He had much
on his conscience-he hints at hostility, murder, ma$c,
idolatry, Iewdnesq drunkenness, and pleasure in diJso.
lute carousing-and . . . moments came when he said
to himself: 'It is all in vain; the torture of the unful-
filled law cannot be overcome.' Luther may have had
similar feelings when, in his monastery, he wanted to
become the perfect man of the spiritual ideal: and iust
as Luther one day began to hate the spiritual ideal ind
the Pope and the sainb and the whole clerisy with
a true, deadly hahed-all the more the less he could
o\iln it to himself-*o it was with Paul. The law was
the cross to which he felt himself nailed: how he hated
itl how he resented itl how he searched for some meanr
to annihilate it-not to fulftll it any more himselfl

And ffnally the saving thought struck him, together
with a vision-it could scarcely have happened other-
yise to this epileptic. . . . PauI heard the words: "Why
dost tlou persecute me?P T'he essential occrurence,
how€ver, was this: his head had suddenly seen a light:nlt is anreasorublei he had said to himself, 'to perse-
cute this Jesusl Here after all is the way out; here is
the perfect revenge; here and nowhere else I have
and hold the annililatot of thc lnwf. . . Until then
the ignominious death had seemed to him the chief
argument against the Messianic claim of which the
adherents of the new doctrine spoke: but what if
it were necessary to get rid of the law?
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The Bemendous consequences of this idea, of this
solution of the riddle, spin before his eyes; at one stroke
he becomes the happiest man; the destiny of the Jews
-no, of all merr-seems to him to be tied to this idea'
to this second of its sudden illumination; he has the
thought of thoughts, the key of keys, the light ofJights;
it is-around him that all history must revolve hence-
forth. For he is from now on the teaeher of the anni'
hilation of the law. . . .

This is the ffrst Christian, the inventor of Christianity.
Until then there were only a few Jewish sectarians.

lz6l
Thinking edl means making eoil.l\e passions be'

come evil-and lnsidious when they are considered evil
and insidious. Thus Christianity has succeeded in turrr'
ing Eros and AphroditFgreat powers' capable- of
icEaUzaUon-into- hellish goblins. . . . In themselves
the sexual feelings, like those of prty and adoration, are
such that one human being thereby gives pleasure to
another human being through his delight; one does not
encounter such benJffcent irangements too frequently
in nature. And to slander just such a one and to coruPt
it through bad consciencel To associate the pro'creation
of man with bad corlseiencel

In the end this transformation of Eros into a devil
wound up as a comedy: gradually the'devil" Eros be'
came more interesting to men than all the angels and
saints, thanks to the whispering and the secret-mongeF
ing of the Church in all erotic matters: this has had the
eftict, right into our own time, of making the lnoe story
the only real interest shared by all circles-in an exag-
geration whieh would have been in-comprehensible in
antiguity and which will yet be laughed at souro-
d a y .  . . .
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[8+l
The philology of Chrlstionity. How little ChrisHanity

educates the sense of honesty and justice can be seen
pretty well from the writings of its scholars: they ad-
vance their conjectures as blandly as dogmas and are
hardly ever honestly pelplexed by the exegesis of a
Biblical verse. Again and again they say, 'I am right
for it is written," and the interpretation that follows
is of such impudent arbitrariness that a philologist is
stopped in his tracks, torn between anger and laughter,
and keeps ashng himself: Is it possibleP Is this honest?
fs it even decent?

What dishonesties of this sort are still peqpetrated
from Protestant pulpits today, how crudely the preach-
ers exploit the advantage that nobody can intemrpt
them, how the Bible is pricked and pulled and the a,rt
of reading bad,Iy formally inculcated upon the people-
all this will be underestimated only by those who go
to church either never or always.

In the end, however, what are we to expect of lhe
aftereffects of a religion that enacted during the cen-
turies of its foundation that unheard-of philological
farce about the Old Testament? I refer to the attempt
to pull away the Old Testament from, under the feet of
the Jew.s-with the claim that it contains nothing but
Christian doctrines and belongs to the Christians as the
tnnlsrael, while the Jews had merely usurped it. Anil
now the Christians lelded to a rage of interpretation
and interpolation, which could not possibly have been
acreompanied by a good conscience. However much the
Jewish scholars protested, everywhere in the OId Testa-
ment there were supposed to be references to Christ
and only to Christ, and particularly tolis cross. Wher-
ever any piece of wood, a switch, a ladder, a twig, a tree,
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a willow, or a stafi is mentioned, this was supposeil to

indicate a prophecy of the wood of the cross' ' ' '

Has any6ody who claimed this ever belieoeil it? ' ' '

lwj
Ona becomes moral-mt because one ls moral' Sub-

mission to morality can be slavish or vain or selffsh or
resiened or obtusely enthusiastic or thoughtless or an
act"of desperation, iike zubmission to a prince: ln itself
it is nefhing moral.

Iror]
Doubtful To accept a faith iust because it is custosl-

ary, means to be dishonesb to be corryardly, io be lary.
aid ao dishonesty, cowardice, and laziness then appear
as the presupposition of moralitY?

lragl
Reason, How did reason come into the world? As is

ftaing, in an irrational manner, by accident One will
barre to guess at it as at a riddle.

l16+l
Petlwps prcmafine, . . . there is no morality tq!

alone makei motal, and every ethic that affirms itself
exclusively kills too much good strength and_costs hu-
manity too dearly. lhe deviants, who are so frequently
the inventive and fruidul ones, shall no longer be sacri-
ffed; it shdl not even be considered infamous to
deviate ftom rrorality, in thought and deed; numerous
new e4periments of life and society shall be made; a
tremendous burden of bad conscienee shall be removed
from the world-these most general aims should be
recognized and promoted by all wbo are honest and
seek truth.
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lrzgl
Tln eulogists of work. Behinil the gloriffcation ol

'worK and-the tireless talk of the "blessings of worF
I ffnd the same thought as behind the praise of imper'
sonal activity for the public benefft: the fear of everything
individual. At bottom, one now feels when confronted
with work-and what is invariably meant is relentless
industry from early till late-that such work is the best
police,-that it keeps everybody in- harness 1nd power-
fully obstructs the development of reasorq ot covetous-
ness, of the desire for independence. For it uses up a
tremendous amount of nervous energy and takes it
away from reflection, brooding, dreaming, worry, love'
and-hatred; it always sets a small goal before one's eyes
and permits easy and regular satisfactions. In that way
a so":i"ty in which the members continually work hard
will have more security: and security is now adored as
the supreme goddess. And now-horrorsl-it is--pre-
cisely lhe *woiker' who has become dangerous. "Dan-
gerous individuals are swarming all around. And behind
Iheuu the danger of dangem: the individual.

lrzsl
As little state as possible. All political and economic

arrangements are not worth it, that precisely- the most
gifted spirits should be permitted, or even obliged, to-manage- 

them: such a waste of spirit is really -worse
than In exbemity. These are and remain ffelds of work
for the lesser heads, and other than lesser heads should
not be at the service of this workshop: it were better
to let the machine go to pieces again. . . .-At such a
price, one pavs far too dearly forthe'general security";
and what ls-most insane, one also produces the very
opposite of the general security, as our dear century is
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undertaking to prove-as if it had never been proved
before. To make society secure against thieves and fire-
proof and inffnitely comfortable for every trade and
activity, and to transform the state into Providence in
the good and bad sense-these are low, mediocre, and
not at all indispensable goals, for which one should not
strive with the highest means and instruments any-
where in existence, the means one ought to reserve for
the highest and rarest ends. Our time, however much
it talki of economy, is a squanderer; it sguanders what
is most precious, the spirit.

lrgsl
Etyit and moralitg. The Germans, who hrow the

secr* of being boring with spirif knowledge, and feel-
ing, and who have a&ustomed themselves to feel bore-
dom as moral, fear the French eryritlest it prick out the
eyes of morality-fear and yet are charmed, like the
little bird befoie the rattlesnake. Of the famous Ger-
mans, perhaps none had more esprit than Hegel; but
for all 

-that, 
he too feared it with a grcat Cerman fear,

which created his peculiar bad style. The essence of this
style is that a core is wrapped around, and wrapped
around again and again, until it scarcely peeks out,
bashful and curious-as oyoung women look through
their veils," to quote the old woman-hater, Aeschylus;
that core, however, is a witty, often pert perception
about the most spiritual things, a delicate and daring
connection of words, such as belongs in the company
of thinkers, as a side dish of science-but in those
wrappings it presents itself as abstruse science itself,
and by all means as the most highly moral boredom.
Thus the Germars had their permissible form of es;rif,
and they enjoyed it with such extravagant delight that
Schopenhauerb good, very good, intelligence froze at
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the mere sight: all his life he stormed against the
spectacle offered him by the Germans, but never could
explain it to himself.

lryzj
The hostilitg of the Germans to the Enlightennrent.

Let us reconsider the contribution to culture in general
made by the Germans of the ffrst half of this century
with their spiritual labor, and let us ffrst take the Ger-
rnan philosophers. They have reverted to the ffrst and
most ancient stage of speculation, for they have been
satisfied with concepts instead of explanations, like the
thinkers of dreamy ages; they revived a prescientiffc
kind of philosophy. Second, there are the German his-
torians and romantics: their general effort was directed
toward gaining a plac'e of honor for more ancient,
primitive feelings, and especially Christianity, the folk
soul, folk sagas, folk language, medievalism, Oriental
aesthetics, Indianism. Third, there are the natural sci-
entists: they fought against the spirit of Newton and
Voltaire and sought, like Goethe and Schopenhauer, to
restore the idea of a divine or devilish nature and its
entirely ethical and symbolical significance.

The whole great tendency of the Germans ran counter
to the Enlightenmen! and to the revolution of society
which by a crude misunderstanding, was considered
its consequence: piety toward everything still in exist-
ence sought to transform itself into piety toward every'
thing thit has ever existed, only to make heart and
spirit full once again and to leave no room for future
gbals and innovations. The cult of feeling was erected
in place of the cult of reason; and the German musi-
cians, as the artists of the invisible, the enthusiastic, the
fabulous, and the pining, helped to build the new
temple with more success than all the artists of words
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and thoughts. Even if we admit that a vast amount of
good was spoken and investigated in detail and that
many things are now judged more fairly than ever before,
we must still say of this development as a whole: it was
no slight universal danger, under the semblance of full
and ffnal knowledge of the pasl to subordinate knowl-
edge to feeling altogether and-to speak with Kanf
who thus determined his own task-'to open the way
again for faith by showing knowledge its limits."

Let us breathe free air again: the hour of this danger
has passed. And sbangely, those very spirits which
were so eloquently conjured up by the Germans have
in the long run become most harmful to the intentions
of the conjurers. History, the understanding of origin
and development, sympathy with the past, the renewed
passion of feeling and knowledge, after they all seemed
for a time helpful apprentices of this obscurantist, enthu-
siastic, and atavistic spirit, changed their nature one ffne
day and now soar with the broadest wings past their old
conjurers and upward, as new and stronger geniuses of
that very Enlightenment against which they were cgn-
jured up. This Enlightenment we must now advanc€
further-unconcerned with the fact that there has been
a 'great revolution" against it, and then a 'great reac-
tion" again; indeed that both still edst: all this is mere
play of the waves compared to that truly geat tide in
which ar drift and want to drift

Izozl
Prcmoting health, We have scarcely b"g,ro to refeet

on the physiology of the criminal5 and yet we are.al-
ready confronted with the indisputable realization that
there is no essential difference between criminals and
the insane-presupposing that one believes that the
customary way of moral thinking is the way of thinking
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of spiritual health. No faith, however, is still as ffrmly
believed as this, and so we should not shrink from
drawing its consequences by treating the criminal as
an insane person: above all, not with haughty mercy
but with the physician's good sense and good will. A
change of air, difierent company, temporary disappear-
ance, perhape being alone and having a new occuPa-
tion, are what he needs. Goodt Perhaps he himself
considers it to his advantage to live in custody for a
while to ffnd protection against himself and a burden-
some t)ryannical urge. Goodl One should present him
quite clearly with the possibility and the means of a
cure (the extirpation, reshaping, and sublimation of
that drive); also, in a.bad case, with the improbability
of a cure; and one should offer the incurable criminal,
who has become a horror to himself, the opportunity
to commit suicide. Reserving this as the most extreme
means of relief, one should not neglect anything to give
back to the criminal, above all, conffdence and a free
mind; one should wipe pangs of conscience from his
soul as some uncleanliness and give him pointers as to
how he might balance and outbid the harm he may
have done to one person by a good tum to another, or
perhaps to society as a whole. All this with the utmost
consideration. And above all, anonymity or a new name
and frequent change of place, so that the irreproach-
abilitv of his reputation and his fuhue life be endan'abilityabtuty ot nrs reputatrot
gered as little as possible.

Today, to be sure, he who has been harmed always
wants his revenge, quite apart from the guestion of
how this harm might be undone again, and he turns to
the courts for its sake; for the present this maintains
our abominable penal codes, with their shopkeeper's
scales and the desire to balance guilt and punishment.
But shouldnt we be able to get beyond this? How
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relieved the general feeling of life would be if, together
rvith the belief in guilt, we could also get rid of the
ancient instinct of revenge, and if we even considered
it a ffne cleverness in a happy person to Pronounc€ a
blessing over his enemies, with Christianity, and if we
beneffted those who had offended us. Let us remove
the concept of sin from the world-and let ut soon
send the concept of punishment after it May these
banished monstirs live somewhere else henceforth, not
among men, if they insist on living at all and do not
perish of their own disgust.- 

I{eanwhile let us consider that the loss which society
and indivi<luals sufier from the criminal is iust like the
loss they sufier from the sick: the sick spread worry
and discontent; they do not produce but consume the
earnings of others; they require wardens, physicians'
aad amusement; and they live on the time and energy
of the healthy. Nevertheless one would now designate as
inhuman anyone who for these reasons would want to
avenge himself against the sick. Formerly, to be sure,
this was done; in crude stages of civilization, and even
now among somo savage peoples, the sick are, in fact,
treated as criminals, as-a danger to the community, and
as the dwelling of some demonic being which has
entered them in consequence of some guilt: every sick
Derson is a guiltv Derson. And we-shouldnt we be
irature unou[h f6r ih" opposite viewP Shouldnt we be
able to say: every'guilty" person is a sick person?

No, the hour for that has not yet come. the physi-
cians are still lacking, above all, for whom what we
have hitherto called practical morality must be trans-
formed into a piece of their art and science of therapy;
as yet, that hungry interest in these things is lacking,
but some day it may appear in a manner not unlike
the storm and stress of those old religious agitations3
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as yet, tle churches are not ln the hands of the pro-
moters of health; as ye! to teach about the body and
the diet is not one of the obligations of all lower and
higher schools; as yet, there are no quiet organizations
of those who have accepted the common obligation to
renounce the help of courts and punishment and re-
venge against their evildoers; as yet, no thinker has
had the courage to measure the health of a society and
of individuals by the number of parasites they can
stand. . . .

lzosl
Of the people of lsrael. Among the spectacles to

which the next century invites us is the decision on the
fate of the European Jews. . . . Every Jew has in the
history of his fathers and grandfathers a mine of ex-
amples of the coldest composure and steadfastness in
terrible situations. . . .

There has been an efrort to make them contemptible
by treating them contemptibly for two thousand years
and by barring them from access to all Lonors and
everything honorablg thus pushing them that much
deeper into the dirtier trades; and under this procedure
they have certainly not become cleaner. But contempt-
ible? They themselves have never ceased to believe in
their calling to the highest things, and the virtues of
all who suffer have never ceased to adorn them. The
way in which they honor their fathers and their chil-
dren and the rationality of their marriages and marital
customs distinguish them above all Europeans. In addi-
tion, they knew how to create for themselves a feeling
of power and etemal revenge out of those very trades
which were abandoned to them (or to which they were
abandoned); one must say, in excuse even of their
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usury, that without this ocrasional, agreeable, and use'
ful iorture of their despisers they could scarcely have
persevered so long in respecting themselves. For our
ielf-respect depends on our ability to repay th" g*d
as well as the bad. Moreover, their revenge does not
easily push them too far; for they { have that free'
mindedness, of the soul too, to which frequent change
of location, of climate, and of the customs of neighbors
and oppressors educates man. . . .

And-where shall this wealth of accumulated great
lmpressions, which Jewish history constitutes for every
Jewish family, this wealth of passions, virtues, deci-'.iont, 

r"nun"iations, figbts, and victories of all kinds-
where shall it flow, if not eventually into great spiritual
men and works? Then, when the Jews can point to
such gems and golden vessels as their work, such as
the European peoples with their shorter and less deep
experienci cannot produce and never could; when Is-
rael will have transformed its eternal into anrael will have transtormecl its eternal revenge rnto an
eternal blessing for Europe; then that seventh day will
oome once aqain on which the ancient Tewish god mayoome once again on the ancient ]ewish god may
rejoice in himself, his creation, and his chosen people-
arid aI of us, all of us want to rejoice with h;ml

. [zo6]
The impossible class, Poor, gay, and independent-

that is possible together. Poor, gay, and a slave-that
is possible too. And I would not know what better to
say to the workers in factory slavery-provided they
do not consider it altogether shameful to be used up as
they are, like the gears of a machine, and in a sense
as stopgaps of human inventiveness.

Phewl to believe that higher pay could abolish the
essence of their misery-I mean their impersonal serf-
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domt Phewl to be talked into thinking that an increase
in this imoenonalitv. \r'ithin the machinelike workinqsworkingsin this impersonality, within the
of a new society, could transform the shame of slaveqy
into a virtuel Phewl to have a price for which one
remains a person no longer but becpmes a gearl

Are you co-conspirators in the current folly of na-
tions, who want above all to produee as much as Pos-
sible and to be as rich as possible? It would be your
afiair to present them with the counterrcalculation:
what vast sums of inner worth are thrown away for
such an external goal. But where is your inner woflh
when you no longer }now what it means to breathe
freelyP when you no longer have the slightest control
over yourselves? when you all too frequently become
sick of yourselveg as of a stale drink? when you listen
to the newspapers and leer at your rich neighbor, made
lus$ul by the rapid rise and fall of power, money, and
opinionsP when you no longer have any faith in philos-
ophy, which wears rags, and in the candor of those
who have no wantsP when the voluntary idllic [fe of
poverty, without occupation or marriagq which might
well suit the more spiritual among you, has become a
laughingstock to you? Do your ears ring from the pipes
of ihe socialisUe pied pipers, who want to make you
wanton with mad hopes? who biil you be ptepareil and'
nothing else, prepared from today to tomonow so that
you wiit and wait for something from the outside, and
live in every other respect as you have lived before-
until this waiting turirs into'hunger and thirst and
fever and madnesg and ffnally the day of the bestia
triumphans rises in all its glory?

Against all this, everyone should think in his heart:
Sooner emigrate and in savage fresh regions seek to
become master of the world, and above all master of
myself; keep changing location as long as a single sign
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of slavery still beckons to me; not avoid adventure and
war and be prepared for death if the worst accidents
befall-but no more of this indecent serfdom, no more
of this becoming sour and poisonous and conspiratoriall
Thls would be-the right state of mind: the workers
in Europe should declare that henceforth as a class they
are a human impossibility, and not only, as is custom-
ary, a harsh and purposeless establishment. They should
introduce an era of a vast swarming out from the Erno-
pean beehivg the like of which has never been expe-
rience{ and with this act of emigration in the grand
marmer protest against the machine, against capital
and against the choice with which they are now threat-
ene4 bf becoming of wcessity either slaves of the state
or slaves of a revolutionary party. Let Europe relieve
itself of the fourth part of its inhabitantst . . . What
at home began to degenerate into dangerous discontent
and criminil tendencies will, once outside, gain a wild
8nd b€sutiful oatualness and be called beroisrlL . . e

tzgrl
Coraption. The surest way to corrupt a youth is to

instruct him to holil in higher esteem those who think
alike tban those who think difierently.

lssol
The goodfout. Horwst with ourselves and with what-

ever is friend to \si caurageoss toward the enemy;
genercuc toward the vanquished; polit*always: that
is how the four cardinal virtues wsnt us.

Isszl
Agaha* an enem!. Horr good bad music and bad

reasons sound when one marches against an enemyl
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lszgl
Slpddin7 one's skin. The snake that cannot shed its

shn perishes. So do the spirits who are prevented from
changing their opinons; they cease to be spiriL

Posrcenp ro OvERBEcK

(Sils Maria, luly gq r88r)

I am utterly amazed, utterly enchanted. I have a
ptecurso6 and what a precursort I hardly knew Spi-
noza: that I should have turned to him just noro, was
inspired by "instinct." Not only is his over-all tendency
like mine-making knowledge the most pouetful afiect
-but in ffve main points of his doctrine I recognize
myself; this most unusual and loneliest thinker is closest
to me precisely in these matters: he denies the free'
dom oithe will, teleolog;r, the moral world order, the
unegoistic, and evil. Even though the divergencies are
admittedly tremendous, they are due more to the dif-
ference in time, culture, and science. ln xnrtma: my
lonesomeness, which, as on very high mountains, often
made it hard for me to breathe and made my blood
rush out, is now at least a twosomeness. Strange.

Incidentally, I am not at all as well as I had hopeil.
Exceptional weather here too. Eternal change of at'
mosp-herie conditions-that will yet drive me out of

Europe. I must have clear skies for monlhs, else I- get
nowlie.e. Already six severe attacks of two or tlree
days each. With affectionate love, your friend.
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The Gay Science

rorton's NorE

Nietzsche's last really aphoristic worh ffrst published in
1882. The title in the English collected editiory logful
Wisilom, is a mistranslation. Aphorisms 285 and 34r are
among the ffrst statements of the "eternal recurrence."

I+1
Wh& preseroes the species. The strongest and most

evil spirits have so far advanced humanity the most:
they have always rekindled the drowsing passions-all
ordered society puts the passions to sleep; tl'rey have
always reawakened the sense of comparison, of contra-
dicdon, of joy in the new, the daring, and the untried;
they force men to meet opinion with opinion, model with
model. For the most part by arms, by the overthrow of
bormdary stones, and by o$ense to the pieties, but also
by new religions and moralities. The same "malice" is
to be found in every teacher and preacher of the
new. . . . The new is always the eoil, as that which
wants to conquer, to overthrow the old boundary stones
and the old pieties; and only the old is the good. The
good men of every age are those who dig the old ideas
deep down and bear fruit with them, the husbandmen
of the spirit. But all land is ffnally exhausted, and the
plow of evil must always return.

There is a fundamentally erroneous doctrine in con-
t€mporary morality, celebrated particularly in England:

9g
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according to this, the judgments "good" and *evil" are
condensations of the experiences concerning "expo-
dient" and "inexpedient'; what is called good preserves
the species, while what is called evil is harmful to the
species. In truth, however, the evil urges are expedient
and indispensable and preserve the species to as high a
degree as the good ones---only their function is difierent.

ttl
Sqmahtng fot the hdastulow, . . . So far, every"

thing that has given color to existence still lacks a his-
to4y: or, where could one ffnd a history of love, of
avarice, of envy, of conscience, of piety, or of cruelty?
Even a comparative history of law, or merely of punish-
ment, is completely lacking so far. Has anyone yet
conducted research into the different ways of dividing
the day and the conseguences of a regular arrangement
of work, holidan and rest? Does one know the moral
efiects of food? Is there a philosophy of nourishment?
(The ever-renewed clamor for and against vegetarian-
ism is sufficient proof that there is no such philosophy
as yet.) Have the experiences of living together been
assembled; for example, the experiences in t}te mon83-
teries? Has the dialectic of marriage and friendsbip
been presented as yet? . . .

lgal
Htstorto obscotdita, Every geat human being has a

rctroactive force: all history is again placecl in the
scales for his sake, and a thousand secrets of the past
crawl out of their hideouts-into his sun" There is no
wtry of telling what may yet become history some-day.
Perhaps the past is still essentially undiscoveredl So
many retroactive forces are still requiredl
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lrzsl
The Madman. Have you not heanil of that madman

who lit a lantern in the bright morning hours, ran to
the market placg and cried incessantly, 'I seek Gotll
I seek Godf'As many of those who do not believe in
God were standing around just then, he provoked much
laughter. Why, did he get lost? said one. Did he lose
his way like a child? said another. Or is he hiding? Is
he afraid of us? Has he gone on a voyage? or emigratetl?
Thus they yelled and laughed. The madman jumped
into their midst and pierced them with his glances.

'Whither is God'he cried. 'I shall tell you. We lwoe
kllled hin>you and I. All of us are his murderers
But how have we done this? How were we able to
drink up the sea? Who gave us the sponge to wipe
away the entire horizon? What did we do when we
unchaineil this earth from its sun? Whither is it moving
now? Whither are we moving now? Away from all
suns? Are we not plunging continually? Baclcrward, side-
ward, forward, in all directions? Is there any uP or
down left? Are we not strafng as through an inffnite
nothing? Do we not feel the breath of empty spacg?
Has it not become colder? Is not night and more night
coming on all the while? Must not lantems be lit in the
morning? Do we not hear anything yet of the noise
of the gravediggers who are burlang God? Do we not
smell anything yet of Gods decomposition? Goils too
decompose. God is dead. God remains dead. And we
have killed him. How shall we, the murderers of all
murderers, comfort ourselves? What was holiest and
most powerful of all that the world has yet orned has
bled to death under our knives. Who will wipe this
blood ofi us? What water is there for us to clean
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ourselves? What festivals of atonemen! what sacred
games shall we have to invent? Is not the greatness of
this deed too great for us? Must not we ourselves
become gods simply to seem worthy of it? There has
never been a greater deed; and whoever will be born
after us-for the sake of this deed he will be part of
a higher history than all history hitherto.o

Here the madman fell silent and looked again at bis
listeners; and they too were silent and stared at him nr
astonishment. At last he threw his lantern on ttre
ground, and it broke and went out.'I come too early,'
he said then; 'my time has not come yet. This tre-
mendous event is still on its way, still wandering-it
has not yet reached the ears of man. Lightning and
thunder require time, the light of the stars requires
time, deeds rgquire time even after they are done,
before they can be seen and heard. This deed is still
more distant from them than the most distant stan-
ord. get they haoe dano it themseloes.'

It has been related further that on that same day the
rradman entered divers churches and ttrere sang his
rcquiem aeternarn deo. I.ed out and called to account,
he-is said to have replied each timen lMhat are these
churches now if they are not the tombs and sepulchers
of God?"

lrgsl
Ifords foke, Kant wanted to prove in a way that

would dumfound the common man that the common
niran was right: that was the secret ioke of tlis soul.
He wrote against the scholan in favor of the popular
prejudice, but for scholars and not PoPularly.

lzsol
Guiib. Although the most acute iudges of the witches,

and even the witches themselves, were cpnvinced of
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the guilt of witchery, the guilt _nevertheless u'as non-
existlnt. It is thus with all guilt

lzsgl
Preparotory men, I welcome all srgns that a more

manh a wailike, age is about to begin, an age_which,
abovl ail, will give honor to rralor once again. For this
age shall prepare the way for on9 ye! higher, and it
sfi'ail gather the strength which this higher age will
need one da)-this age which is to carry heroisn into
tle purzuit of knowledge and wage rparc for the sake
of thoughts and their consequences. To this end we
*ot o"Jd nany preparatory ialorous men who cannot
leap into being out of nothing-any more than out of the
sand and slime of our present civilization and metro'
politanism: men who are bent on seeking for that-aspect 

in all things which must be ooetcome; men char-
acterized by cheerfulness, patience, unpretentiousness'
and conte-mpt for all great vanities, as well as by mag-
nanimity in victory and forbearanco regarding the small
vanities of the vanquished; men possessed of keen and
free iudgment concirning all victors and the share of
chance in every victory and every fame; men who
have their own festivals, tleir own weekdays, their
own periods of mourning, who are accustomed to com-
rnand with assurance and are no less ready to obey
when necessary, in both cases equally proud and, serv-
ing their own cause; men who are in greater danger,
more fruidul, and happierl For, believe me, the secret
of the greatest fnridfiess and the greatest enjoyment
of existence ist to lioe Build your cities
rmder Vesuviusl Send your ships into uncharted seasl
Live at war with your pee$ and yourselvesl Be robbers
and conquerors, as long as you cannot be rulers and
owners, you lovers of knowledgel Soon the age will be
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past wben you could be satisffed to live like shy deer,
hidden in the woodst At long last the pursuit of knowl-
edge will reach out for its due: it will want to de and
oush and you with itl

lz8sl
Ercelsioil -You will never pray again, never adore

again, never again rest in endless trust; you deny your-
self any stopping before ultimate wisdom, ultimate
goodnesg ultimate po\i/er, while unharnessing your
thoughts; you have no perpetual guardian and friend
for your seven solitudes; you live without a view of
mountains with snow on their peaks and ffre in their
hearts; there is no avenger for you, no eventual im-
prover; there is no reason any more in what happens,
no love in what will happen to you; no resting place
is any longer open to your hearg where it has only to
ffnd and no longer to seelc; you resist any ultimate
peace, you want the eternal recurrence of war and
peace. Man of renunciatiorq do you want to renounce
all this? Who will give you the necessary strength?
Nobody yet has had this strengtlu" There is a lake
r*hich one day refused to fow off and erected a dam
where it had hitherto flowed offr ever since, this lake
has been rising higher and higher. Perhaps that very
renunciation will also lend us the strength to bear the
renunciation itself; perhaps man will rise ever higher
when he onc€ ceases to flau: oot into a god.

lzgol
One thfng b needful'Giving style" to one's charac-

ter-a gteat and rare artl It is exercised by those who
see all the strengths and weaknesses of their own na-
tures and then eomprehend them in an'artistic plan
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until everything appears as art and reason and even
weakness delights the eye. Here a large mass of second
nature has been added; there a piece of original nature
has been removed: both by long practice and daily la-
bor. Here the ugly which could not be removed is
hidden; there it has been reinterpreted and made sub-
lime. . . . It will be the strong and domineering na-
tures who enjoy their ffnest gaiety in such compulsion,
in such constraint and perfection under a law of their
own; the passion of their tremendous will relents when
confionted with stylized, conquered, and serving na-
ture; even when they have to build palaces and lay
out gardens, tbey demur at giving nature a free hand.
Converseln it is the weak characters without polver
over themselves who lwte the constraint of stle. .
They become slaves as soon as they serve; they hate to
serve. Such spirits-and they may be of the ffrst rank
-are always out to interpret themselves and their en-
vironment as free nature-wild, arbitrary, fantastic,
disorderh astonishing; and they do well because only
in this way do they please themselves. For one thing
is needful: that a human being attain his satisfaction
with himself-whether it be by this or by that poetry
and art; only then is a human being at all tolerable to
behold. Whoever is dissatisffed with himself is always
ready to revenge himself therefor; we others will be his
victims, if only by always having to stand his ugly
sight. For the sight of the ugly makes men bad and
gloomy.

lgrol
Will and unoe. How greedily this wave approaches,

as if there were some objective to be reachedt Horv,
rvith awe-inspiring haste, it crawls into the inmost



100 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

nooks of the rocky cliffl It seems that it wants to antici-
pate somebody; it seems that something is hidden
there, something of value, high value.

And now it comes back, a little more slowly, still
quite white with excitement-is it disappointed? But
already another wave is approaching, still greedier and
wilder than the firs! and its soul too seems to be full of
secrets and the lust to dig up treasures. Thus live the
waves-thus live we who will-more I shall not say.

So? You mistrust me? You are angry with me, you
beautiful monsters? Are you afraid that I might betray
your secret entirely? Well, then be angry with me!
Raise your dangerous green bodies as high as you canl
Make a wall between me and the sun-as vou do nowt
Verily, even now nothing is left of the worid but green
dusk and green lightning flashes. Carry on as you please,
you pranksters; roar with delight and malice-or dive
again, pouring your emeralds into the deepest depths,
and cast your endless white manes of foam and spray
over thenr<verything suits me, for everything suits
you so well, and I am so well disposed toward you for
everything: how could I think of betraying gou! For-
heed it well!-I know you and your secret, I know
your kindl You and I-are we not of one kind? You
and I-do we not have one secret?

lsrgl
As interpreters of our exTteriences, A kind of.honesty

has been alien to all founders of religions and others
like. &em: they have never made their experiences a
matter of conscienee for knowledge. "What did I really
experience? What happened in me then, and around
me? Was my reason bright enough? Was my will
turned against all deceptions of the senses and was it
csurageous in its resistance to the fantastic?"-none of
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them has raised such questions; all the dear religious
people still do not raise such questions even now:
rather, they have a thirst for things that are agai.nst
toason, and they do not want to make it too hard for
themselves to satisfy it. And so they experience "mira-
cles" and.'rebirths" and hear the voices of the little
angelsl We, however, we others, who thirst for reason,
want to look our experiences as straight in the eye as
if they represented a scientific experiment, hour after
hour, day after day. We ourselves want to be our ex-
periments and guinea pigs.

ls+ol
The d.Eing Socrutes.I admire the courage and wis-

dom of Socrates in everything he did, said-and did
not say. This mocking and enamored monster and pied
piper of Athens, who made the most arrogant youths
tremble and sob, was not only the wisest talker who
ever lived: he was just as great in his silence. . . .

ls+rl
The greatest sfrass. How, if some day or night a

demon were to sneak after you into your loneliest
Ioneliness and say to you, 'This life as you now live it
and have lived it, you will have to [ve once more and
innumerable times more; and there will be nothing new
in it, but every pain and every joy and every thought
and sigh and everything immeasurably small or great
in your life must return to you-all in the same suoces-
sion and seeuenc*ven this spider and this moon-
Iight betrveen the trres, and even this moment and I
myself. The eternal hourglass of existence is turned
over and over, and you with it, a dust grain of dust."
Would you not throw yourself down and gnash your
teeth and curse the demon who spoke thus? Or did you
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onee experienee & tremendous moment when you
would have answered him,'You are a god, and never
have I heard anything more godly." If this thought
were to gain possession of you, it would change you, as
you are, or perhaps crush you. The question in each
and every thing, "Do you want this once more and
innumerable times more?" would weigh upon your
actions as the greatest stress. Or how well disposed
would you have to become to yourself and to Iife to
craoe nothing more feroently than this ultimate etemal
confirmation and seal?

Dnerr or A LETTER ro P,lur, Rfu

( r88z)
. . . She told me herself that she had no morality-

and I thought she had, like myself, I more severe
morality than anybody. . . .
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THUS SPOKE
ZARATHUSTRA

BOOK FOR ALI  AND NONE

Eolron'g Pnerrcg

Zaruthustra is by far Nietzsche's most popular book' but
Nietzsche himself never witnessed its success. The Srst
three parts, each composed in about ten days, were at ffrst
published separateln and scarcely sold at all. Of Part Four''Niet 

sche Ua onty a few copies printed privately; and the
ffrst public edition was held up at the last moment in r89r
when his family feared that it would be conffscated on a
charge of blasphemy. By then Nietzsche was iusane and
r,naware of what was happening. Part Four appeared io
1892, and it was not cvnffscated. The ffrst edition of the
whole work followed not long after.

Zarathusfta is as difierent from its reputation as its author
is different from the widely reproduced busts and pictures
comrnissioned by his sister. Her grandiose conception of
the heroie strikes us as childish and has provoked the reac-
tion, understandably enough, that Nietzsche was really a
merc petit rentier. But perhaps there are more kinds of
valor than are &eamed of by most of Nietzsche's admirers
and detractors. And the most important single clue to
Zarathustra is that it is the work of an utterly lonely man.

He is shn about ffve-foot-eight, but a little stooped, al-
nrost blind, reserved, unaftected, anil especially politei he
lives in modest boarding houses in Sils tr{aria, Nizza" Men-
tone, Rorne, Turin. This is how Stefan Zweig briugs him to
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life for us: -Carefully the myopic man sits down to a table;
carefully, the man with the sensitive stomach considers
every item on the menu: whether the tea is not too stron&
the food not spiced too much, for every mistake in his diet
upsets his sensitive digestion, aod every transgression in his
nourishment wreala havoc with his quivering nerves for
days. No glass.,of wine, no glass of beer, no alcohol, no
coffee at his place, no cigar and no cigarette after his meal,
nothing that stimulates, refreshes, or rests him: only the
short meager meal and a litde urbang unprofound con-
versation in a soft voice with an occasional neighbor (as a
man speaks who for years has been unused to talking and
is afraid of being asked too much).

'And up again into the sma[ narrow, modest, croldly
furnished charnbrc gamie, where innumerable notes, pages,
yriting$ and proofs are piled up on the table, but no
flower, no decoration, scarcely a book and rarely a letter.
Back in a corner, a heavy and graceless wooden trunk, his
only possession, with the two shirts and the other worn
suit. Otherwise only books and manuscripts, and on a tray
innumerable bottles and jars and potrons: against the
migraineg which often render him all but senseless for
hours, against his stomach cramps, against spasmodic vom-
iting, against the slothful intestineg and above all the
dreadful sedatives against his insomnia, chloral hy&ate
and Veronal. A frightful arsenal of poisons and drugs, yet
the only helpers in the ernpty silence of this strange room
in which he never rests except in brief and artiffcially con-
quered sleep. Wrapped in his overcoat and a woolen scarf
(for the wretched stove smokes only and does not give
warmth), his ffngers fteezing, his double glasses pressed
close to the paper, his huried hand writes for hours-
words the dim eyes can hardly decipher. For hours he sits
lke this and writes uotil his eyes burn.'

That is the frameworlg which changes little wherever he
ls. But his letters seem to reveal another dimension, for at
times they are shrill and strange and remind us of his
vitriolic remark abut Jesus: lt is regettable tbat no Dos-
toevski lived near him. Who else could do iustice to this
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welrd, paradoxical personality? Yet the clue to these letters,
as also to T.aratla$fis and some of the last books, is that
they are the work of a thoroughly lonely man. Sometimes
tlrey are really less letters than fantastic fragments out of
the soulis dialogue with itself. Now pleasant and polite,
nonr such that arrogance is far too mild a word---and yet
his feeling of his own importance, painfully pronounced
even in some very early letters, was o[ course not as insane
as it must have appeared at times to those to whom he
wrote. Resigned that those surrounding him had no idea
who he was, and invariably kind to his social and intel-
lectual inferiors, he sometimes felt doubly hurt that those
who ought to have understood him really had less respect
for him than his most casual acquaintances. Book after
book-and either no response, or some kind words, which
were far more unkind than any serious criticism, (N even
good advice, or prty, worst of all. Is it sqprising tllat on
rare occasions, when he was suficiently provoked, we ffnd
appeals to his old-fashioned sense of honor, even his brief
military service, and at one point the idea that he must
challenge a man to a duel with pistols? For that matter, he
once wrote a close friend: 'The barrel of & pistol is for me
at the moment e source of relatively agreeable thoughts.'

Then there are his several hasty proposals of marriage,
apparently followed by a real sense of relief when the sug-
gestion was refrued politely. The proposals may seem guite
fantastic, the more so because, except in the'case of 

-Iou

Salom€, no really deep feelings were involvecl. But a few
ti-q h9 was desperate enough to grasp at any possibility
at all of rescue from the sea of his solitude.

In his letters these dramatic outbursts are relatively ex-
crptional. But the histrionics of. Zarahustra should be seet'
in the same light. For impulses ttat others vent upon their
wives- or friends, or at a party, perhaps over drin[s, Nietz-
sche had no other outlet. In Nizza, 

-where 
he wrote Part

Three of Zaruthusfia, he met a young man, Dr. Paneth,
who had read the published porUon and was.eager to talk
with the author. On December 26, r88g, Paneth wrote
home: 'There is not a trace of false pathos or the prophet's
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pose in him, as I hail rather feared after his last work. In-
stead his manner is completely inoffensive and natural. We
began a very banal conversation about the climate, Iiving
accommodations, and the like. Then he told me. but with-
out the least afiectation or conceit, that he always felt him-
self to have a task and that now, as far as his eyes would.
permit il he wanted to get out of himself and work up
whatever might be in him."

We might wish that he had taken out his histrionics on
Panetlr and spared us some of the melodrama in Zara-
thustra, In places, of course, the writing is srrperb and only
a pedant could prefer a drabber style. But often painfully
adolescent emotions distract our attention frorn ideas that
we cannot dismiss as immature at all. For that rnatter,
adolescence is not simply immaturity; it also marks a
breakdown of communication, a failure in human relations,
and generally the ftrst deep taste of solitude. And what we
ffnd again and again in Zarathustra are the typical emo-
tions with which a boy tries to compensate himself.

NieEsche's apparent blindness to these faults and his
extravagant praise of the book in some of his last works are
unilerstandable. His condition had become even more un-
bearable as time went on; and we should also keep in
mind not only the complete failure of the book to elicit any
adequate response or understanding, but also the frantic
sense of inspiration which had marked the rapid writing of
the ffrst three parts. I\toreover, others ffnd far lesser ob-
stacles suftcient excuse for creating nothing. Nietzsche hail
every reason for not writing anything-the doctors, for ex-
anple, told him not to use his eyes for any length of time,
and he often wrote for ten hours at a tim*and fashioned
work on work, making his sufiering and his tormeots the
occasion for new insights.

After all has been said, Zarathusfra still cries out to be
blue-penciled; and if it were more compact, it would be
more lucid too. Even so, there are few works to match its
wealth of ideas, the abundance of profound suggestions,
tlre epigams, the wit. What disting\ishes Zarcthustrc is
the profusion of 'sapphires in the mud." But what the
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book loses artistically and philosophically by never having
been critically edited by its author, it gains as a uniquely
personal record.

In a passage that is quoted agatn as the motto of Part
Tbree, Zarathustra asks: "Who among you can laugh and
be elevated at the same timeP The fusion of seriousness
and satire, pathos and pun, is as characteristic of the rnes-
sage as it is of the style of the book. This modern blend of
the sublime and the ridiculous places the work gomewhere
between tte Second Part of Fcasi and Joyce's Ulqsses-
both of which, after all, might also have proffted from
further editing-and it helpe to account for Nietzsche's
admiration for Heine.

This overflowing sense of humor, which prefers even a
poor jolre to no ioke at all, runs counter to the popular
images of Nietzsche-not only to the grim creation of his
sister, but also to the piteous porhait of Stefan Zweig, who
was, in this respect, still too much rrnder the infuence of
Bertram's Nietzsche: Atternpt at a Mythology. Nietzsche
had the sense of humor which Stefan George and his min-
ions, very much including Bertram, lacked; and if Zara-
thusha occasionally excels George's austere prophetic
affectation, he soon laughs at his own failings and punctrues
his pathos, like Heine, whom George hated. The puncture,
however, does not give the impression of diffident self-con-
sciousness and a morbid fear of self-betrayal, but rather
of that Dionysian exuberance which Zaratltustra celebrates.

Nietzsche's fate in the English-speaking world has been
rather unkind, in spite of, or perhaps even in some measure
because of, the e6ullient ent-husiaim of somo of the early
English and American Nietzscheans. He has rarely been
accorded that perceptive understanding which is relatively
clmmon among the French. And when we look back today,
one of the main reasons must be sotrght in the inadequacies
of some of the early translations, particularly of Zaiathus-
tra. For one thin& they completely misrepresent the mood
of the-original-beginning, but unfortunately not ending,
with their many unjustiffed archaisms, their "thou" and'ye" with the clumsy attendant verb forms, and their
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whole misguided effort to approximate the King James
Bible. As if Zarathustra's attacks on the spirit of gravity
and his praise of "light feet" were not among the leitmotifs
of the bookl In fact, this alone makes trhe work bearable.

To be sve, Zarcthu,ytra abounds in allusions to the
Bible, most of them highly irreverent, but iust these have
been missed for the most part by Thomas Common. His
version, Devertheless, was considered a sufficient improve-
ment over Alexander Tillds earlier attempt to merit in-
clusion in the 'Authorized English Translation of the Com-
plete Works"; and while some of Common's other efforts
were supplanted by slightly better translations, his Zara-
thustra survived, faute ile mieur. Fot that matter, the book
comes close to being untranslatable.

What is one to do rvith Nietzsche's constant plays on
words? Say, in der rechten Wissen4euissenschaft gibt es
nlchts grosses und nichb kleines. This can probably be
salvaged only for the eye, not for the ear, with "the con-
science of science.' But then almost anything would be
better than Common's "true knowing-knowledge." Such
passages, and there are many, make us wonder whether he
had little German and less English. More often than not,
he either overlooks a play on words or misunderstands i!
and in both cases makes nonsense of Nietzsche. What is
the point, to give a ffnal example, of Nietzsche's derision
of German writing, once "plain language" is substituted
for 'German"? One can sympathize with the translator,
but one cannot understand or discws Nietzsche on the basis
of the versions hitherto available.

The problems encountered in translating Zarathustra arc
tremendous. Where Nietzsche does not deliberatd bypass
idioms in favor of coinages, he makes fun of thenr-now
by taking them literally, then again by varying them
slightly. Here too he is a dedicated enemy of all conven-
tion, intent on.exposing the stupidity and arbitrariness of
custom. This linguistic iconoclasm greatly impressed Chris-
tian Morgenstern and helped to inspire his celebrated
Galgenlieiler, io which similar aims are pursuecl more sys-
tematically.
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Nietzsche, Iike Morgenstern a generation later, wen
creates a new animal when he speaks of. PdbeLSchplnil-
hunde, Windlwnd. means greyhound but, more to the point,
is often used to designate a person without brains or char-
acter. Yet Wind, the wind, is celebrated in this Passage,
and so t}le ffrst part of the animal's name had to be varietl
to underline the opprobrium. What kind of aoimal should
tbe translator qeate? A weathercock is the same sort of
person as aWh.ilhunil (he turns with the wind) and per-
mits the coinage of blether-cock. Hardly a maior triumph,
but few works of world literature can rival Tsrulw&rc is
its abundance of coinages, some of them clearly prompted
by the feeling that the worst coinage is still better than tho
best clich€. And this lightheartedness is an essential aspect
of Nietzsche.

Many of Nietzsche's plays on words are, of course, ex-
tremd suggestive. To give one example among scores'
there is his play on Eheschhessen, Ehebrechen, Eh*blegen"
Ehe-lilgen, in section z+ of. "Old and New Tablets." Here
the old translations did not even try, and it is surely scant
compensatron when Common gratuitously introduces, else-
where in the book, "sumpter asses and assesses" or coins
'baddesC' in a passage in which Nietzsche says 'hrost evil."
In fact, Nietzsche devoted one-third of his Genealogy of
Morals to his distinction between 'tado and "evil."

The poems in Zarathustru present a weird blend of pas-
sion and whimsn but the difrerence between "Oh, every-
thing human is strango" anil 'O human hubbub, thou
wonderful thingt" in the hitherto standard translation is
still cunsiderable. Or consider the fate of two perfectly
straightforward lines at the end of '"fhe Song of Melan-
choV': "That I should banned belFrom all the truenessl"
And two chapters later Common gives us these lines:

How ib to a dance-girl, like,
Doth bow and bend and on its haunches bob,
-One doth it too, when one viedth it longl-

In fact, Common still iloth it in the next chapter: *How lt
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bobbeth, thc blesed one, the home-returning oue, in its
puqple saddlest"

It may be ungracious, though hardly un-Nietzschean, to
ridicule such faults. But in the English-speaking world,
Zanthustrc has been read, written about, and discussed
for decades on the basis of sueh travesties, and most criti-
cisms of the style have no relevance whatever to the
origiaal. A few thrusts at those who exposed Nietzsche to
so many tluusts may therefore be defensible-in defense of
Ni*zsche.

For that matter, the neq' translation here offered cer-
tainly does not do justice to him either. Probably no trans-
lation could; and perhaps.the faults of his predecessors are
really a comfort to the translator who can ask to have his
work compared with theirs as well as with the original.
Or is the spirit of Zarathustta witlr its celebration of laugh-
ter contagious? After all, most of the plays on words have
no ulterior motive whatever. Must we have a iusUffcation
for laughing?

Much of what is most untranslatable is an expression of
that Abermuf which Nietzsche associates with the UDer-
mercch: a lightness of mind, a prankish exuberance-
though the term can also designate that overbearing which
tle Greeks called hgbrnr. In any case, such plays on wor,ils
must be kept in translation: how else is the reader to know
which remarks are inspirecl primanly by the possibility of
s pun or a daring rhyme? And robbed of its rapidly shifting
style, clothed in archaic solemnity, Zarathustrc would be-
come a different work-like Faulkner done into the King's
English. Nietzsche's writing, too, is occasionally downright
bad, but at its best-superb.

The often elusive ideas of the book cannot be explained
briefln apart from the text The editor's notes, however,
which inhoduce each of the four Parts' may facilitate a
preliminary orientation, aid the reader in ffnding Passages
for which he may be loolcing, and provide a miniature com-
mentary.

Only one of Zaratbusha's notions shall be menHoned
Iere: the eternal requrence of the same events. In the
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plot this thought becomes more and more central as tho
ivork progresses, yet it is not an afterthought. Nietzsche
himseli ii Ecce i?omo, called it "the basic conception of
the work'which had struck him in August r88l; and, as a
matter of fact, he ffrst formulated it in The Gay Science,
the book immediately precediug Zatathustra, As long as
Nietzsche was misunderitood as a Darwinist who expected
the improvement of the human race in the course of evolu-
tion, tliis conception was considered a stumbling block, and
Nietzsche was gratuitously charged with gross self-contra-
diction. But Nietzsche himself reiected the evolutionary
misinterpretation as the fabrication of 'scholarly oxen."
And *lile he was mistaken in believing that the etemal
recurrence must be accepted as an ineluctable implication
of impartial science, its personal meaning for him is ex-
pressed very well in EcCe Homo, in the sentence already
cited, where he calls it the "highest fonnula of affirmation
which is at all attainable." The eternal recurrence of his
solitude and despair and of all the agonies of his tormented
bodyt And yet i[ was not his own riurrence that he found
hardest to accept, but that of the srnall man too. For thehardest to accept, but that of the srnall man too. For the
existence of paltriness and petiness seerned meaningless
even after he had succeeded in sivinq meaninq to his owneven after in giving meaning to his own

inherently meaningless sufiering. Were not his work and
his love bf nis woit and his iot in it inseparable from his
tortures? And man is capable of standing superhuman suf-
fering if only he feels sure that there is sorne point and
purpose to it, while much less pain will seem intolerable if
devoid of meaning.

Zarathustra is not only a mine of ideas but also a maior
work of literature ancl a personal triumph.
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Thus Spoke Zarathustra: First Part
rprton's torg

Prcbgue: Zarathustra speaks of the death of God and pro-
claims the overman. Faith in God is dead as a matter of
cultural fact, and any'meaning" of life in the sense of a
supematural purpose is gone. Now it is up to man to
give his life meaning by raising himself above the animals
and the all-too-human. What else is human nature but a
euphemism for inertia, cultural conditioning, and what we
are before we make something of ourselves? Our so-
called human nature is precisely what we should do well
to overcome; and the man who has overcome it Zarathustra
calls the overman.

Shaw has popularized the ironic word'superman," which
has since become associated with Nietzsche and the comics
without ever losing its sarcastic tinge. In the present trans-
lation the older term, "overman,' has been ieinstated: it
may help to bring out the close relation between Nietzsche's
conceptions of the ovennan and self-overcoming, and to
recaphue something of his rhapsodical play on the words'bver" and 'under,' particularly marked throughout the
Prologue. Of the many "under" words, the German unter-
gehen poses the greatest problem of translation: it is the
ordinary word for the setting of the sun, and it also means'to perish"; but Nietzsche almost always uses it with the
accent on ounder"-either by way of echoing another'under" in the same sentence or, more often, by way of
contrast with an "wer" word, usually ovennan. Again and
again, a smooth idiomatic translation would nake nonsense
of such passages, and "go undero seemed the least evil.
After all, Zarathustra has no cumpuactions about worse
Iinguistic sins.

"Over" words, some of them coinages, are common in
this work, arrd. Ubermewch has to be understood in
its context. Mensch means humau being as opposed to
animal, and what is called for is not a irper-bi*e but a
human being who has created for himsClf that unique

u5
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position in the cosmos which the Bible consiilereil his
divine birthright. Tlie meaning of life is thus found on
earth, in fhrs life, not as the inevitable outcome of evolution,
which might well give us the "last man" instead, but in
the few human beings who raise themselves above the all-
too-human mass. fn the first edition the Prologue had the
title 'On the Overman and the Last Man." The latter
invites comparison with Huxleys Brcoe Neu Wotl.d. and'
with Heidegger's famous discussion of Das Man in Sein
and Zeit.
* On the Three Metamarphoses: To become more than an
all-too-human animal man must become a creator. But
this involves a break with previous norms. Beethoven, for
example, creates new norms with his works. Yet this break
is constructive only when accomplished not by one who
wants to make things easy for himself, but by one who
has previously subjected himself to the discipline of tradi-
tion. First comes the beast of burden, then the deffant
lion, then creation. '?arting from our cause when it
triumphs"-as Nietzsche did when Wagner triumphed
in Bapeuth.
z. On the Tewhers of Yirtue: Sunny sarcasm. Our tradi'
tional virtues consecrate stereotypecl mediocrity ancl make
for sound sleep. But where sleep is the goal, life lacks
meaning. To bring out the full meaning of the blasphemous
ffnal sentence, it may be well to quote fronr StefanZweig's
essay, "Friedrich Nietzsche," which is unsulpassed in its
brief sketch of Nietzsche's way of life: 'No devilish torture
is lacking in this dreadful pandemonium of sickness: head'
aches, diafening, hammering headaches, which knock out
the reeling Nietzsche for days and prostrate him on sofa
ancl beil, stomach camps with bloody vomiting, migraines'
fevers, lack of appetite, weariness, hemorrhoids, constiPa-
tioq chills, nighi sweat-a gruesome circle. In addition,
there are his three-quarters blind eyes,' which, at the
least exertion, begin lmmediately to swell and ffll with
tears and grant the intellectual worker- only 'a1 hour anil
a half of vision a day.' But Nietzsche despises this hygiene
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of his boily aad worls at his desk for ten hours, and
for this excess his overheated brain takes revenge with
raging headaches and a nervous overcharge; et night, v/hen
the boily has long become weary, it does not permit itself
to be tumed off suddenln but continues to burrow in
visions and ideas until it is forcibly knocked out by opiates.
But ever greater quantities are needed (in two months
Nietzsche uses up ffty grams of chloral hydrate to purchase
this handful of sleep); then the stomach refuses to pay
so high a price and rebels. And oow-vicious circle-
spasmodic vomiting, new headaches which require new
medicines, an inerorable, insatiable, passionate conflict of
the infuriated organs, which throw the thorny ball of suffer-
ing to each other as ln a mad game. Never a point of
rest in ttris up and down, never an even stretch of content-
ment or a short month full of comfort and self-forgetful-
ness." For Nietzsche, sleep was clearly not the ead of life.
Yet he could well say, "Blessed ar€ the sleepy oues: for
they shall soon drop of.-
g. On the Afteruorldly: A literal transladon of ometa-

physiclans"; but Zarathusba takes issue with all who
depreeate this world for the greater glory of another world.
The passage about the *leap" may seem to be aimed at
Kierkegaard-<f whom Nietzsche, however, heard only in
1888, too late to acquaint hi'nself with the ideas of the
Dane.

4, On the Desplserc of the Boily: The psychologcal anal-
ysis begun in tJre previous chapter is here carried further.
The use of tlre term 'ego" influeoced Freud" via Georg
Groddeck.

5. On Enloytng and Suffering the Passiotts (Von ilen
Freuden- und Leidenschaften), The passions, called evil
because they are potentially desEuctive, can also be
creatively employed and enjoyed" Unlike Kant, who hatl
taught that oa collision of duties is unthinkable," Nietzsche
knows that a passion for justiee or honesty may frequently
conflict with other virtues. But even if Rembraudt was torn
between his dedication to his art and his devotion to his
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f.-ily, who would wish that he had been less passionate
a painter or poorer in compassion?
6. On the Pab Crimiml: Too absbact to make seDse to
Nietzschet frst readers, including even his once close
friend Rohde, much of this chapter now eeems like refec'
tions on Dostoevski's Raskolnikov. But Niefzsche had not
yet discovered Dostoevski. And some of the psychological
iasigtrts ofiered here go beyond Dostoevski.

7. On Reading and Writing: Compulsory education for all
has lowered cultural standarils; thinkers and wdters have
come to think and write for the masses. References to
novelists and artists who end up in Hollpvood are lacking
because Niefzsche died in rgoo. The dance is to Nietzsche a
symbol of ioy anil levity, and the antithesis of gravity. He
associates it with Dionpus; but the Hindus too have a
dancing god, Shiva Nataraja-no less a contrast to the
three great monothEistic religions.

8. O*tlw Tree onthe Mowfioirwide; Advice for adolescents.
g. On the Prcacherc of Death: An encounter with a sick
man, &n old man, and a corpse is said to have prompted
the Buddha's departure from his father's palace. But
relentless work, too, can be sought as a narcotic and a
living death.

ro. On War and. Warriors: The "saints of knowleilge" are
above "hahed and envy"; but those still seeking knowledge
must ffght, must wage war, for their thoughts. Vanquished
in this contest, thei may yet ffnd cause for triumph in
the victory of truth. They must be like warriors: brave and
without consideration for the feelings of others. In this
context, 'You should love peace as e means to new wars-
and the short peace more than the long," is surely far
from fascism; but the epigram invites quotation out of
csntext. The same applies to 'the good war that hallows
any causeo; we revere Plato's Repub&c not for its cause
(which many of us believe to have been, at least in parf
totalitarianism), but because few men, if ann have ever
waged a more brilliant war for any cause.
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Deing able to cpin better slogans for positions he d*esteil
than the nen believing in therr'--and then using such
pbrases in an entirely &frerent seuse+eems to have given
Metzsche uncommoo satisfaction. He felt that he was
hitting right aud left, and he was honi8ed when he found
tbat &e rightist parties began brazenly to use him. (For
a more detailed discussion of this chapter, see my Nletzsclp,
Chapter rz, section VII.)
rr. On the Nap lilol: A vehemeot clenunciation of the stato
and of war in the Iiteral sease. Straight anti-fascisrr, but
not in the name of any rival polifical creed. In Nietzsche'r
own phrase: anti-poliUcal.
ut. On the Flies of the Market Plrce: Againtt &e mass and
Its idols. Inspired by the cun&ast of Ba;reuth and Sils
Maria, -Wagner and Nietzsche. But today we are noro apt
!o thiDt< of Hider tlran of Wagner.
tg. On Chwtity: One man's virtue is anottrer man's polson.
t4, On the Frtend: NieEsche's extreme isdividualism is
tempered by his development of &e Greek conceptiou of
hiendship.
tS. On the Tlwusatd, anil One Gocbr Except for private
lotes, published mucb later, ttis chapter contains the frst
nenUon of the will to power. What is meant in this con-
tert is clearly power over self, and the pbrase is taken up
again,in ttre chaptc 'Oa Self-Overcomingl f! Pa$ Th/o.
The four historical e.xamples are: Greeks, Persians, Jews,
Germans. (For an analysis, see my Nietzsche, 6, III; for
a discussion of 'The Discovery of the Will to Poweri tbe
whole of Chapter 6.)
t6. On Looe of the Netghbor: Jesus saiil: 'Ye have beard
that it hath been said" Thou shalt love tty neighbog an
hate thine eDemy. But I say unto you: Love your enemiesi
He took issue not with the old il{osaic commandnent to
bve thy neighbor-that had never been coupled with any
commandment to hate the enemy but had eveu leen
pointedly extended to include hinr-but with that comfoil-
sble state of mind which makes things eas;r for ibelf whilo
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oiding behind a fagade of virtue. In this respect Nietzsclo'r
polemic is profoundly similar to Jesus'. But, ia the wordr
of Zarathustra, he remains "faithful to tle earth" and
deprecates the shortcomings of mutual indulgencg while
celcbraUng lriendship between those who spur each otlrer
on toward man's perfection. (See my Nietxsche. rz, IV.)
t7. On tlre wuu of the Ctedor: Zarathustra does not
preach uoiversal aaarchy: ouly the creator must break with
ancient norms
r8. On Llttb OW anil loung Women: The afiecUonate
diminutive in the title (Weiblpin) suggests at once what is
the main difference betweeu this chapter and is vitriolic
prototype, Schopenhauer's essay Yon den Weibern: a touch
of humor. In Part Three, moreover, in "Tte Other Dancing
Song," Nietzsche makes fun of the little old woman's
dictum that concludes the present chapter. A photogaph
taken less than a year before he wrote Part One also
supplies an amusing perspective. It shows Nietzsche and
&is friend Paul R6e (author of Der Unprang der mora-
lischen Empfirdungen) pretending to pull a Iittle cart on
which Lou Salom6, then their mutual frieod, is entbroned
with a tiny whip. We have it on her authority that the
picture was posecl uniler Nietzsche's direction, anil that ho
decorated the whip with flowers. But although Nietzsche
should be defended against witless admirers and detractors,
his remarks about women are surely, more ofteo than not,
second-hand and third-rate.
rg. On the Adder's Bite: One might wish that the following
lines were better known than the preceding chapter: 'But

if you have an enemy, do not requite him evil with good,
for that would put bim to shame. Rather prove that he
&d you some good. And rather be angry than put to
shame. And if you are cursed, I do not Iike it that you
want to bless. Rather joio a litde in the cursi'g." Thig
should be cornpared with Paul's Epistle to the Romanq
tz:r4ff.: Sless t}lem which persecute you: bless, and
Gurse not . . . Avenge not yourselves, but $ve place unto
sratb: for ft is written, Vengeance is mine: I will repen
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ralth the Lord. Therefore, lf thine enerny hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coald of ffre on his head." Nietzsche's whole chapter
is an attack on what he later called ressenttment. (Sa my
Nietzsche, rz, V. )
zo, On Chilil ad, Matiage: It may require careful reacling
to see that Nietzsche repudiates only certain kinds of piry
and love of the neighbor, but in ttris cbapter he malces a
clear distinction indeed between the kioil of marriage he
opposes and ttre kinil he would applaud.
z:., Otu Free Dedh: A celebration of Socrates' way of
dying as opposed to Jezus'. Nietzsche's own creeping death
was to take eleven yea$ to destroy his body after it had
destsoyed his mintl.
zz. Onthe Gtft-CioingYlrtue: The egoism of the powerful,
whose happiness consists in $ving, is contrasted with that
of the weak. The core of the last section is quoted again in
tlre Preface ta Ecce Homo,late in 18881 Nietzsche wants no
believers but, like Socrates, aims to help o&ers to ffnd the.m-
selves and sqpass him.

Zarathustra's Prologue

When Zarathustra was io* ,"-" old he left his
home and the lake of his home and went into the
mountains. Here he enjoyed his spirit and his solitude,
and for ten yean did not tire of it But at last a chango
came over }is hearf and one morning he rose wjth the
dawn, stqlped before the sun, and spoke to it thus:

'You great star, what would your happiness be had
)lou not tbose for whom you shine?

"For ten years you have climbeil to my cavei you
would have tired of your light and of the journey had
it not been for me and my eagle and my seqpenl
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'But we waited for you every morning, took yoru

overflow from you, and blessed you for it.
"Behold, I am weary of my wisdom, Iike a bee that

has gathered too much honey; I need bands out-
stretched to receive it.'f would give away and distribute, until the wise
among men ffnd joy once again in their folly, and the
poor in their riches.

'For that I must descend to the depths, as you do
in the evening when you go behind the sea and still
bring light to the underworld, you overrich star.

"Like you, f must go und,er-go down, as is said by
man, to whom I want to descend.

"So bless me then" you quiet eye that can look even
upon an all-too-great happiness without envyt'Bless the cup that wants to overfow, that the water
may flow from it golden and carry everywhere the re
flection of your delight.

'Behold, this cup wants to become empty again, and
Zarathustra wants to become man again."

Thus Zarathustra began to go under.

Zarathustra descended alone from the mountains, en'
countering no one. But when he came into the forest,

at once there stood before him an old man who had
/4^" left cottage to look for roots in the woods. And

thus spoke the old man to Zarathustra:
'No sbanger to me is this wanderer: many years ago

he passed this way. Zarathustra he was called, but he
has changed. At that time you carried your ashes to
the mountains; would you now carry your &e-e!q
the-vdlen? Do you not fear to be punished.as an
arsonist?

-Yes, I recognize Zarathustra. His eyes are pure, and

<7i
l n e

baaV
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eround his mouth there hides no disgust. Does he not
walk like a dancer?

*Zarathustra has changed, Zarathustra has become a
ohild, Zarathustra is an awakened one; what do you
now want among the sleepers? You lived in your soli-
tude as in the sea, and the sea carried you. Alas, would
you now climb ashore? Alas, would you again drag
your own body?"

Zarathustra answered: T love man.'
oWhy,' asked the saint,'did I go into the forest and

the desert? Was it not because I loved man all-too-
much? Now I love God; man I love not. Man is for me
too imperfect a thing. Love of man would kill me.'

Zarathustra answered: "Did I speak of love? I bring
men a gift.o

'Give them nothingt' saicl the saint 'Rather, take
part of their load and help them to bear it-that will
be best for them, if only it does you good! And if you
want to give them something, give no more than alms,
and let them beg for thatl'

'No,o answered Zarathustra. 'I give no alms. For
.that I am not poor enough."

The saint laughed at Zarathustra and spoke thus:
oThen see to it that they accept your treasures. They
are suspicious of hermits and do not believe that we
come with gifts. Our steps sound too lond through
the streets. And what if at night, in their beds, they
hear a man walk by long before the sun has rise*-
they probably ask themselves, Where is the thief go-
log?

'Do not go to man. Stay in the forestt Go rather
even to the animalst Why do you not want to be as I
am-a bear among bears, a bird among birds?'

llnd what is the saint doing in the forest?" asked
Zarathustra.
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The saint answered: *I make songs and sing them;

and when I make songs, I laugh, cry, and humr thus I
praise God. With singing, crying, laughing, and hum-
ming, I praise the god who is my god. But what do you
bring us as a giftP

When Zarathustra had heard these words he bade
the saint farewell and said: 'What could I have to give
you? But let me go quickly lest I take something from
yout" And thus they separated, the old one and the
nan, Iaughing as two boys laugh.

But when Zarathustra was alone he spoke thus to
his heart: 'Could it be possible? This old saint in the
forest has not yet heard anything of this, that God *r
dead!"

3
When Zarathustra came into the next town, which

lies on the edge of the forest he found many people
gathered together in the market place; for it had been
promised that there would be a tightrope walker. And
Zarathustra spoke thus to the people:

'l teach you the ooerrnan. Man is something that
shall be overcoma What have you done to overcome
hirn?

-All beings so far have created something beyond
themselves; and do you want to be the ebb of this
great flood and even go back to the beasts rather than
overcome man? What is the ape to man? A laughing-
stock or a painful embarrassmenL And man shall be
iust that for the overrnan: a laughingstock or a painful
ernbarrassment. You have made your way from worm
to man, and much in you is still worm. Once you were
apes, and even now, too, man is more ape tban any
ape.

'Whoever is the wisest among you is also a mere
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conflict and cross between plant and ghost. But do I
bid you become ghosts or plantsP

"Behold, f teach you the overman. flhe overman is
the meaning of the earth. Let your will say: the over-
man shall be the meaning of the eartht I beseech you,
my brothers, remain faithful to tlw earth, and do not
believe those who speak to you of otherworldly hopesl
Poison-mixers are they, whether they know it or not.
Despisers of life are thd decaying and poisoned them-
selves, of whom the earth is weary: so let them go.

"Once the sin against God was the greatest sin; but
God died, and these sinners died with him. To sin
against the earth is now the most dreadful thing, and
to esteem the entrails of t{re unknowable higher than
the meaning of the earth.

"Once the soul looked contemptuously upon the
body, and then this contempt was the highest: she
wanted the body meager, ghastly, and starved. Thus
she hoped to escape it and the earth. Oh, this soul her-
self was still meager, ghastly, and starved: and cruelty
was the Iust of this soul. But you, too, my brothers, tell
me: what does your body proclaim of your soul? Is not
your soul poverty and fflth and wretched contentment?'Verily, a polluted stream is man. One must be a
sea to be able to receive a polluted stream without be-
coming unclean. Behold, I teach you the overman: he
is this sea; in him your great contempt can go under.'What is the greatest elperience you can have? It
is the hour of the great contempt The hour in which
your happiness, too, arouses your disgust and even
your reason and your virfue.'the hour when you san What matters my happi-
ness? It is poverty and fflth and wretched contentment.
But my happiness ought to justify existence itself.'

'The hour when you say, 'What matters my reasonP
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crave knowledge as the lion his food? It is
poverty and fflth and wretched contentment.'

'The hour when you say, What matters my virtue?
As yet it has not made me rage. How weary I am of
my good and my evill All that is poverty and fflth and
wretched contentment'

The hour when you san '\lllhat matters my iustice?
f do not see that I am flames and fuel. But the just are
flames and fuel.'

'The hour when you say, What matters my prty?
Is not pity the cross on which he is nailed who loves
man? But my pity is no cruciflxion.'

'Have you yet spoken thus? Have you yet cried
thus? Oh, that I might have heard you cry thusl

'Not your sin but your thrift cries to heaven; your
meanness even in your sin cnes to heaven.

'lVhere is the lighming to lick you with its tongue?
Where is the frenzy with which you should be in:
oculated?

'Behold, I teach you the ovennan: he is this light-
ning, he is this frenry."

When Zarathustra had spoken thus, one of the
people cried: "Now we have heard enough about the
tightrope walker; now let us see him tool" Anil all
the people laughed at Zarathustra. But the tightrope
walker, believing that the word concerned him, began
bis performance.

4
Zlrathustra, however, beheld the people and was

amazed. Then be spoke thus:
'Man is a rope, tied between beast and ovonnan:-a

rcpe over an abyss. A dangerous across, a dangerous
on-the-way, a dangerous looking-bacls, a dangerous
shuddering and stopping.
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"What is great in man is that he is a bridge and not

an end: what can be loved in man is tbat he is an
ooerture and a going urder.

*I love those who do not know how to live, except
by going under, for they are those who cross over.

*I love the great despisers because they are the great
reverers and arrows of longing for the other shore.

'I love those who do not ffrst seek behinil the stars
for a reason to go under and be a sacriftce, but who
sacriffce themselves for the earth, that the earth may
some day become the overman's.

"I love him who lives to know, and who wants to
know so that the ovennan may live some day. And
thus he wants to go under.

'I love him who works and invents to build a house
for the ovennan and to prepare earth, animal, and.
plant for him: for thus he wants to go under.'t love him who loves his virtue, for virtue is the
will to go under and an arrow of longrng.'f love him who does not hold back one drop of
qpirit for himself, but wants to be entirely the spirit of
his virbue: thus he strides over the bridge as spiriL

'I love him who makes his virtue his addiction and
his catastrophe: for his virtue's sake he wants to live
on and to live no longer.

oI love him who does not want to havo too many
virtues. One virtue is more virfue than two, because it
is more of a noose on which his catastrophe may hang.'f love him whose soul squanders itself, who wants
no thanla and returns none: for he alwap gives away
and does not want to preserve himseE.'f love him who is abashed when the dice fall to
make his fortune, and asla, 'Am I then a crooked
gamblerP For he wants to perish.

*I love him who casts golden words before his deeds
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always does even more than he promises: for he
wants to go under.

'I bve-him who justiftes future and redeems past
generations: for he wants to perish of the present.

-I love him who chastens his god because he loves
his god: for he must perish of the wrath of his god.

'I love him whose soul is deep, even in being
wounde{ and who can perish of a small experience:
tllus he goes gladly over the bridga

oI love him whose soul is overfull so that he forgets
himself, and all things are in him: thus all things qpell
his going under.

*I love him who has a free spirit and a free heart:
thus his head is only the entrafu of his heart, but his
heart drives him to go under.

'I love all those who are as heavy drops, falling one
by one out of the dark cloud that hangs over menr they
herald ttre advent of lightning, an4 as heralds, they
perish.- 'Behol{ I am a herald of the lighbring antl a heavy
drop from the cloud; but this lightning is called ooer-
man,'

5
When Zarathustra had spoken these words he behelcl

the people again and was silenL "There they stancr,-
he said to his heart; 'there they laugh. They do not
understand me; I am not the mouth for these ears.
Must one smash their ears before they learn to listen
with their eyes? Must one clatter like kettledrums and
preachers of repentance? Or do they believe only the
stammerer?

'They have something of which they are proud.
What do they call that whieh makes them proud? Edu-
cation they call it; it distinguishes them from goatherds
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That is why they do not like to hear the word ton-
tempt' applied to them. Let me then address their
pride. Let me speak to them of what is most contempti-
ble: but that is the last rnan."

And thus spoke Zarathusba to the people: 'The time
has come for man to set himself a goal. The time has
come for man to plant the seed of his highest hope.
His soil is still rich enough. But one day this soil will
be poor and domesticated, and no tall tree will be
able to grow in it. Alas, the time is coming when
man will no longer shoot the arrow of his longing be-
yond man, and the string of his bow will have forgot-
ten how to whirl

'f say unto you: one must still haye chaos in oneself
to be able to give birth to a dancing star. I say unto
you: you still have chaos in yourselves.

'Alas, the time is coming when man will no longer
$ve bi*h to a star. Alas, the time of the most despica-
lle mg is coming, he that is no longer able to despise
himself. Behold, I show you the last man.

''What is love? What is creation? What is longingP
What is a starfl thus aslcs the last man, and he
blinks.

'The earth has become small, and on it hops the last
man, who makes everything small. His race is as
ineradicable as ttre flea-beetle; the last man lives
longesL

''\Me have invented happiness,' say the last men,
and they blink. They have left the regions where it was
hard to live, for one needs warmth. One still loves
one's neighbor and nrbs against him, for one needs
warmth.

'Becoming sick and harboring suspicion are sinful
to them: one proceeds carefully. A fool, whoever still
stumbles over stones or human beingsl A little poison
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now and then: that makes for agreeable dreams. And
much poison in the end, for an agreeable death.

'One still works, for work is a form of entertain-
ment. But one is careful lest the entertainment be too
harrowing. One no longer becomes poor ol rich: both
require too much exertion. Who still wants to rule?
lVho obey? Both require too much exertion.

'No shepherd and one herdl Everybody wants the
same, everybody is the same: whoever feels different
goes voluntarily into a madhouse.

" ?ormerly, all the world was mad,' say the most re-
6ned, and they blink.

'One is clever and knows everything that has ever
happened: so there is no end of derision. One still
quarrels, but one is soon reconciled+lse it might spoil
the digestion.

'One has one's little pleasure for the day and one's
little pleasure for the night: but one has a regard for
health.

" "\Me have invented happiness,' say the last men,
and they blink."

And here ended Zarathustra's ffrst speech, which is
also called 'the Prologue"; for at this point he was in-
terrupted by the clamor and delight of the crowd.
oGive us this last man, O Zarathustra," they shouted.
'Turn us into these last ment Then we shall make you
a gift of the overman!" And all the people iubilated
and clucked with their tongues.

But Zarathustra became sad and said to his heart:
'They do not understand me: I am not the mouth for
these ears. I seem to have lived too long in the moun-
tains; I listened too much to brooks and trees: now I
talk to them as to goatherds. My soul is unmoved and
biight as the mountains in the moming. But they think
I am cold and I jeer and make dreadful jests. And now
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they look at me and laugh: and as &ey laugh they
even hate me. There is ice in their laughter.'

6

, T!.t something happened that made every mouth
dumb and every eye rigid. For meanwhile the tight-
rope walker had begun his performance: he had
stepped out of a small door and was walking over the
rope, stretched between two towers and suspended
over the market place and the people. When he had
reached the exact middle of his course tire small door
opened once more and a fellow in motley clothes, Iook-
ing like a jester, jumped out and followed the frst one
with quick steps.

"Forward, lamefootl" he shouted in an awe-inspiring
v-oice. 'Forward, lazybones, smuggler, pale-face, or I
shall ticlcle you with my heel! WhiI are lou doing here
between towers? The tower is where you belong. You
ought to be locked up; you block the way for one bet-
ter than yourself." And with every word he came
closer and closer; but when he was but one step be-
hind, the dreadful thing happened which made ivery
mouth dumb and every eye rigid: he uttered a devilisl
cry and jumped over the man who stood in his way.
This man, however, seeing his rival win, lost his head
a3d the _rope, tossed away his pole, and plunged into
Se deptJr eve-n faster, a whirlpool of aris aird legs.
The market-place became as the sea when a temp-st
pierces it: the people rushed apart and over one an-
other, especially at the place where the body must hit
the ground.

Zaralhustra, however, did not move; and it was right
next to him that the body fell, badly maimed and d'is-
ffgured, but not yet dead. After a while the shattered
man recovered consciousness and saw Zarathustra
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kneeling beside him. 'lVhat are you doing here?" he
asked at last. 'I have long known that the devil would
trip me. Now he will drag me to hell. Would you pre.
vent him?"

'By *y honot, friend," answered Zarathustra, 'all

that of which you speak does not exist: there is no
devil and no hell. Your soul will be dead even before
yogr body: fear nothing further."

The man looked up suspiciously. "If you speak the
tmth," he said, 'I lose nothing when I lose my life. I
am not much more than a beast that has been taught to
dance by blows and a few meager morsels."*By no means," said Zarathustra. "You have made
danger your vocation; there is nothing contemptible in
t'hat. Now you perish of your vocation: for that I will
bury you with my own hands."

When Zarathustra had said this, the dying rnao &n-
swered no more; but he moved his hand as if he sought
Zarathustra's hand in thanla.

7
Meanwhile the evening came, and the market place

hid in darkness. Then the people scattered, for even
curiosity and terror grow weary. But Zarathustra sat
on the ground near the dead man, and he was lost in
thoughg forgetting the time. At last night came, and a
cold wind blew over the lonely one.

Then Zarathustra rose and said to his heart: 'VerilS

it is a beautiful catch of fish that Zarathustra has
brought in todayl Not a man has he caught but a
oorpse. Human existence is uncanny and still without
meaning: a iester can beeome man's fatality. I will
teach men the meaning of their existence-the over-
marg the lightning out of the dark cloud of man. 8ut
I am still far from them, and my sense does not speak
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to their sensell To men I am still the mean between a
fool ancl a corpss

'Dark is the nighg dark are Zarathuska's wa1c.
Come, cold, stifi companiont I shall carry you where
I may bury you with my own hands."

8
When Zarathustra had said this to his heart he

hoisted the corpse on his back and started on his way.
And he had not taken a hundred steps when a man
sneaked up to him and whispered in his ear-and be-
hol4 it was the jester from t}re tower. 'Go away from
this town, Zarathustra"" said he; othere are too many
here who hate you. You are hated by the good and the
just, and they call you their enemy and despiser; you
are hated by the believers in the true faith, and they
call you the danger of the multitude. It was your good
forhrne that you were laughed at; and verily, you
talked like a jester. It was your good fortune that you
stooped to the dead dog; when you lowered yourself
so far, you saved your own life for today. But go away
from this towr! or tomorrow I shall leap over you, one
living over one dead." And when he had said this the
man vanished; but Zarathustra went on through the
dark laneg

At the gate of the town he met the gravediggers;
they shone their torches in his face, recognized Zara-
thustra, and mocked him. Zarathustra carries ofi the
dead dog: bow nice that Zarathustra has become a
gravediggerl For our hands are too clean forthis roast.
Would Zarathustra steal this bite from the devil? Well
tlen, we wish you a good meal. If only the devil were
nol a better thief than Zarathustra: he will steal them
both, he will gobble up both.'Ancl they laughed and
put &eir heads together.

L
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Zarathustra never said a word and went his way.

When he had walked two hours, past forests and
swamps, he heard so much of the hungry howling of
the wolves that he himself felt hungry. So he stopped
at a lonely house in which a light was burning.

'Like a robber, hunger overtakes me," said Zara-
tlustra. 'In forests and swamps my hunger overtakes
me, and in the deep of night. My hunger is certainly
capricious: often it comes to me only after a meal and
today it did not come all day; where could it have
been?"

And at that Zarathusha knocked at the door of the
house. An old man appeared, carrying the light, and
asked: "Who is it that comes to me and to my bad
sleep?'

'A living and a dead man,o said Zarathustra. 'Give

me something to eat and to drink; I forgot about it.dur-
ing the day. He who feeds the hungry refreshes his own
soul: thus speaks wisdom.'

The old man went awan but returned shortly and
offered Zarathustra bread and wine. "This is an evil
region for the hungry," he said; 'that is why I live
here. Beast and man come to me, t}re hermit. But bid
your companicn, too, eat and drink; he is wearier than
you are."

Zarathustra replied: oMy companion is dead; I
should hardly be able to persuade him."

'I don't care,- said the old man peevishly. \Mho'
ever knocks at my door must also take what I ofier. Eat
and be offt"

llhereupon Zarathustra walked another two hours,
trusting the path and the light of the stars; for he was
used to walking at night and he liked to look in the
face of all that slept. But when the dawn came Zara-
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thustra found himself in a deep forest, and he did not
see a path anlavhere. So he laid the dead man into a
hollow tre*-for he wanted to protect him from the
wolves-and he himself lay down on the ground and
the moss, his head urrder the tree. And soon he fell
asleep, his body weary but his soul unmoved.

I
For a long time Zarathustra slepb and not only dawn

passed over his face but the moming too. At last, how-
ever, his eyes opened: amazed, Zarathustra looked into
the woods and the silence; amazed, he looked into
himself. Then he rose quickly, like a seafarer who su&
denly sees land, and jubilated, for he saw a new tnrth.
And thus he spoke to his heart:

'An insight has come to me: companions I need,
living ones-not dead companions and corpses whom
I carry with myself wherever I want to. Living com-
panions f need, who follow me because they want to
follow themselves-wherever I want.

'An insight h4s come to me: let Zarathustra speak
not to the people but to companions. Zarathustra shall
not become the shepherd and dog of a herd.

"To lure many away from the herd, for that I have
come. The people and the herd shall be angry with
me: Zarathustra wants to be called a robber by the
shepherds.

'Shepherds, I say; but they call themselves the good
and the just. Shepherds, I say; but they call themselves
believers in the true faith.

'Behold the good and the justl Whom do they hate
rnost? The man who breaks their tables of values, tbe
breaker, the lawbreaker; yet he is the creator.

'Behold the believers of all faithst Whom do they
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hate most? The man who breaks their tables of values,
the breaker, the lau'breaker; yet he is the creator.

"Companions, the creator seeks, not colpses, not
herds and believers. Fellow creators, the creator seelcs
-those who write new values on ne\v tablets. Com-
panions, the creator seeks, and fellow harvesters; for
everything about him is ripe for the harvest. But he
lacks a hundred sicklesr so he plucks ears and is an-
noyed. Companions, the creator seeks, and such as
know how to whet their sickles. Destroyers they will be
called, and despisers of good and evil. But they are
the harvesters and those who celebrate. Fellow crea-
tors, Zarathustra seeks, fellow harvesters and fellow
celebrants: what are herds and shepherds and corpses
to him?

"And you, my ffrst companion, farewell! I buried you
well in your hollow tree; I have hidden you well from
the wolves. But I part from you; the time is up. Be-
tween dawn and dawn a new truth has come to me.
No shepherd shall I be, nor gravedigger. Never again
shall I speak to the people: for the last time have I
spoken to the dead.

"I shall join the creators, the harvesters, the cele-
brants: I shall show them the rainbow and all the steps
to the ovennan. To the hermits I shall sing my song,
to the lonesome and the twosome; and whoever still
has ears for the unheard-of-his heart shall become
heavy with my happiness.

*To my goal I will g(Hn my o\nn way; over those
who hesitate and lag behind I shall leap. Thus let my
going be their going under."

10

This is what Zarathustra had told his heart when the
sun stood high at noon; then he looked into the air,
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questioning, for overhead he heard the sharp call of a
bird. And beholdl An eagle soared through the sky in
wide circles, and on him there hung a serpent, not like
prey but like a friend: for she kept herself wound
around his neck.

"These are my animals," said Zarathustra and was
huppy in his heart. "The proudest animal under the
sun and the wisest animal under the sun-they have
gone out on a search. They want to determine whether
Zarathustra is still alive. Verily, do I still live? I found
.life more dangerous among men than among animals;
on dangerous paths walks Zarathustra. May my animals
lead met"

When Zarathustra had said this he recalled the
words of the saint in the forest, sighed, and spoke thus
to his heart: "That I might be wiser! That I might be
wise through and through like my serpent! But there
I ask the impossible: so I ask my pride that it always
go along with my wisdom. And when my wisdom
leaves me one day-alas, it loves to fy away-let my
pride then fy with my folly."

Thus Zarathustra began to go under.

Zarathustra's Speeches

ON THE T I IREE  METAMONPHOSES

Of three metamorphoses of the spirit I tell you: how
the spirit becomes a camel; and the camel, a lion; and
the lion, ffnally, a child.

There is much that is difficult for the spiril the
strong reverent spirit that would bear much: but the
difficult and the most difficult are what its sbength
demands.
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What is dificult? asks the spirit that would bear
much, and kneels down like a camel wanting to be
well loaded. What is most difficult, O heroes, asks the
spirit that would bear much, that I may take it upon
myself and exult in my strength? Is it not humbling
oneself to wound onet haughtiness? Letting onet folly
shine to mock one's wisdom?

Or is it this: parting from our
triumphs? Climbing high mountains

cause when it
to tempt the

tempter?
Oi is it this: feeding on the acorns and grass of

knowledge and, for the sake of the truth' sufiering
hunger in one's soul?

Or is it this: being sick and sending home the com-
forters and making friends with the deaf, who never
hear what you want?

Or is it ihis: stepping into fflthy waters when they
are the rraters of trutlu and not repulsing cold frogs
and hot toads?

Or is it this: loving those who despise us and ofier-
ing a hand to the ghost that would frighten_ us?-All 

there most difficult things the spirit that would
bear much takes upon itself: Iike the camel that, bur-
dened, speeds into the desert, thus the spirit speeds
into its desert

In the loneliest desert, however, the second meta-
morphosis octurs! here the spirit becomes a lion who
would conquer his freedom and be master in his own
desert. Heri he seeks out his last master: he wants to
ffght him and his last god; for ultimate victory he
wants to ffght with the great dragon.

Who is 
-the 

geat dragon whom the spirit will no
longer call lord and god? "Thou shalt" is the name of
the-great dragon. But the spirit of the fion says, 'I
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will." *Thou shalt" lies in his way, sparkling like gold,
an animal covered with scales; and on every scale
shines a golden 'thou shalt"

Values, thousands of years old, shine on these scales;
and thus speaks the mightiest of all dragons: 'All value
of all things shines on me. All value has long been
created, and I am all created value. Verily, there shall
be no more 'I will.'" Thus speaks the dragon.

My brothers, why is there a need in the spirit for
the lion? Why is not the beast of burden" which re-
nounces and is reverent, enough?

To create new values-that even the lion cannot do;
but the creation of freedom for oneself for new crea-
tion-that is within the power of the lion. The crea-
tion of freedom for oneself and a sacred "No" even to
duty-for that, my brothers, the lion is needed. To
assume the right to new values-that is the most ter-
rifying assumption for a reverent spirit that would bear
much. Verily, to him it is preying, and a matter for a
beast of prey. He once loved "thou shalt" as most
sacred: now he must ffnd illusion and caprice even in
the most sacred, that freedom from his love may be-
come his prey: the lion is needed for such prey.

But say, my brothers, what can the child do that
even the lion could not do? Why must the preying lion
still become a child? The child is innocence and for-
gettin& a new beginning, e game, a self-propelled
wheel, a ffrst movement, a sacred *Yes." For the game
of creation, my brothers, a sacred *Yes" is needed: the
spirit now wills his own will, and he who had been
lost to the world now conquers his own world.

Of three metamorphoses of the spirit I have told
you: how the spirit became a camel; and the camel, a
lion; and the lion, ffnally, a child.
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Thus spoke Zarathustra. And at that time he so-
joumed in the town that is called The Motley Cow.

ON TIIE TEACHENS OF VINTUE

A sage was praised to Zarathustra for knowing how
to speak rvell of sleep and of virtue: he was said to be
honored and rewarded highly for this, and all the
youths were said to be sitting at his feet. To him
Zarathustra went, and he sat at his feet with all the
youths. And thus spoke the sage:

'Honor sleep and be bashful before it-that ffnt of
all. And avoid all who sleep badly and stay awake at
night. Even the thief is bashful before sleep: he always
steals silently through the night. Shameless, however,
is the watchman of the night; shamelessly he canies
his horn.

"Sleeping is no mean art: for its sake one must stay
awake all day. Ten times a day you must overcome
yourself: that makes you good and tired and is opium
for the soul. Ten times you must reconcile yourself
again with yourself; for, overcoming is bittemess, and
the unreconciled sleep badly. Ten truths a day you
must ffnd; else you will still be seeking truth by night
and your soul will remain hungry. Ten times a day you
must laugh and be cheerful; else you will be disturbed
at night by your stomach, this father of gloom.

'Few know it, but one must have all the virtues to
sleep well. Shall I bear false witness? Shall I commit
adultery? Shall I covet my neighbor's maid? All that
would go ill with good sleep.

'And even if one has all the virtues, there is one
further thing one must know: to send even the virhres
to sleep at the right time. Lest they quarrel with each
other, the fair little women, about you, child of mis-
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fortune. Peace with God and the neighbor: that is
what good sleep demands. And Peace even with the
neighbort devilJse he will haunt you at night. -'rHonor the magistrates and obey them<ven the
crooked magistrates. Good sleep demands it. Is it my
fault that power likes to walk on crooked legs?

'I shall-call him the best shepherd who leads his
sheep to the greenest pasture: that goes well with good
sleep.

'I do not want many honors, or great iewels: that in'
flames the spleen. But one sleeps badly without a good
name and a little jewel.

'A little company is more welcome to me than evil
company: but they must go and come at the right
time. That goes well with good sleep.

'Much, tgo, do I like the poor in spirit: they pro-
mote sleep. Blessed are then especially if one always
tells them that they are right.

'Thus passes the day of the virtuous. And when
night comes I guard well against calling sleep. For
sleep, who is the master of the virtues, does not want
to be called. Instead, I think about what I have done
and thought during the day. Chewing the cud, I ask
mpelf, patient as a cow, Well, what were your ten
overcomings? and what were your ten reconciliations
and the ten truths and the ten laughters with which
your heart ediffed itself? Weighing such matters and
rocked by forty thoughts, I am suddenly overeome by
sleep, the uncalled, the master of the virtues. Sleep
knocls at my eyes: they become heavy. Sleep touches
my mouth: it stays open. Verily, on soft soles he comes
to me, the dearest of thieves, and stirals my thoughts:
stupid I stand, like this chair here. But not for long do
I stand like this: soon f te.'

When Zarathustra heard the sage speak tbus ho

I



THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
Iu"g,hgd in his heart, for an insight had come to him.
And thus he spoke to his heart:*This sage with his forty thoughts is a fool; but I
believe that he knows well how to sleep. Happy is he
that even lives near,this saget Such sleep is corr
ta$ous-contagious even through a thick wall. There
ls magic even in his chair; and it is not in vain that
the youths sit before this preacher of virtue. His wis-
dom is: to wake in order to sleep well. And veriln
if life had no sense and I had to choose nonsense,
then I too should consider this the most sensible
nonseuie.

'Now I understand clearly what was once sought
above all when teachers of virtue were sought. Good
sleep was sought, and opiate virtues for it. For all these
much praised sages who were teachers of virtue, wis-
dom was the sleep without d'reams: they knew no
better meaning of life.

'Today too there may still be a few like this
preacher of virtue, and not all so honest; but their time
is up. And not for long will they stand like this: soon
they will lie.

'Blessed are the sleepy ones: for they shall soon
drop ofi.'

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON TIIE AFTENWORLDI,Y

At one tlme Zarathustra too cast his delusion beyond
man, like all the afterworldly. The work of a suftering
and torhrred god, the world then seemed to me. A
dream &e world then seemed to me, and the ffction
of a god: colored smoke before the eyes of a dissatis-
ffed deity. Good and evil and ioy and pain and I and

;rcu--colored smoke this seemed to me before creative
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eyes. The creator wanted to look away from himself;
so he created the world.

Drunken joy it is for the sufferer to look away from
his suftering and to lose himself. Drunken joy and loss
of self thJ world once seemed to me. This worl4
etemally imperfect, the image of an eternal contradic*
tion, an imperfect imag*a drunken ioy for its imper-
fect creator: thus the world. once appeared to me.

Thus I too once cast my delusion beyond man" like
all the afterworldly. Beyond man indeed?

Alas, my brothers, this gocl whom I createil was
man-made and madness, like all godsl Man he wag
and only a poor specimen of man and ego: out of my
own ashes and ffre this ghost came to me, and, v€rily'
it did not come to me from beyond. What happened'
my brothers? I overcame myself, the sufierer; I canied
my own ashes to the mountains; I invented a blglter
fame for myself. And behold, then this ghost fed from
me. Now it would be sufiering for me and agony for
the recovered to believe in such ghosts: now it would
be zufiering for me and humiliation" Thus I speak to
the afterworldly.

It was sufiering and incapacity that createil all after-
worlds-this and that brief madness of bliss which ir
experienced only by those who sufier most deeply.

Weariness that wants to reach the ultimate with onc
leap, with one fatal leap, a poor ignorant weariness
that does not want to want any more: this created all
gods and afterworlds.

Believe me, my brothers: it was the bocly that de-
spaired of the body and touched the ultimate walls with
the ffngers of a deluded spirit. Believe me, my broth-
ers: it was the body that despaired of the earth and
heard the belly of being speak to it It wanted to crash
through tbese ultimate walls with its head, and not
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only with its head<ver tlere to 'that world.' Butothat world" is well concealed from humans-that de-
humanized inhuman world which is a heavenly noth-
ing; and the belly of being does not speak to humans
at all, except as a human.

Ve.rily, all being is hard to prove and hard to iuduce
to speak. Tell me, my brothers, is not the strangest of
all things proved most nearly?

fndeed, this ego and tbe egok contradiction and con-
fusion still speak most honestly of its being-this creat-
ing willing, valuing ego, whieh is tbe measure and
value oI things. And this most honest being, the ego,
spealcs of the body and still wants the body, even
when it poetizes and raves and flutters with broken
wings. It leams to speak ever more honestln this ego:
and the more it leams, the more words and honors it
ffnds for body and earth.

A new pride my ego taught me, and this I teach
men: no longer to bury one's head in tle sand of
heavenly things, but to bear it freeln an earthly head,
whieh creates a meaning for the earth.

A new will I teach men: to unll *is way which man
has walked blindly, and to afirm it, and no longer to
sneak away from it like the sick and decaflng.

It was the sick and decaying who despised body and
earth and invented the heavenly lealm apfl the re-
demptive dropc of blood: but they took even these
sweet and gloomy poisons from body and earth. They
wanted to escape tleir own misery, and the stars were
too far for them. So they sigtred: 'Would that there
were heavenly ways to sneak into anotber state of be-
ing and happinessl" Thus they invented their sneaky
ruses and bloody potions. Ungrateful, these people
deemed themselves trarsported from their bodies and
this €Erth. But to whom did they orve tte cpnnrlsious
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ancl raptures of their transport? To their bodies and
this earth.

Zarathustra is gentle with the sick Verily, he is not
angry with their kinds of comfort and ingratitude. May
they become convalescents, men of overcoming, and
create a higher body for themselves! Nor is Zarathustra
angry with the convalescent who eyes his delusion ten-
derly and, at midnight, sneaks around the grave of his
god: but even so his tears still betray sickness and a
sic"lc body to me,

Many sick people have alwaya been among the
poetizers and God-cravers; furiously they hate the lover
of knowledge and that youngest among the virtues,
which is called 'honesty." They always look bachrrard
toward dark ages; then, indeed, delusion and faith
were another matter: the rage of reason was godlike-
Dess, and doubt was sin.

I know these godlike men all too well: they want
one to have faith in them, and doubt to be sin. All too
well I also know what it is in which they have most
f_aith. Vgrjlf, it is not in afterworlds and redemptirrefaith. Verily, it is not in afterworlds
drops of blood, but in the body, thrdrops of but in the body, that they too have
most faith; and their body is to them their thing-in-
itself. BuJ a siclc thing it is to them, and gladly would
they shed their shiri. Therefore they frsten to the
preachers of death and themselves preach afterworlds.

Listen rather, my brothers, to the voice of the
healthy body: that is a more honest and purer voice
More honestly and prrely speals the healthy body that
is perfect -and peqpendicular: and it speals of the
neaning of the earth.

Thus spoke Zarathustra"
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ON THE DESPISERS OF THE BODY

I want to speak to the despisers of the body. I would
not have them learn and teach differentln but merely
say farewell to their own bodies-ancl thus becpme
silent.

'Body am I, and soul"-thus speaks the child. And
n'hy should one not speak like children?

But the awakend and knowing say: body am I en-
tirely, and nothing else; and soul is only a word for
something about the body.

The body is a great reason, a plurality with one
sense, e war and a peace, a herd and a shepherd. An
instnrment of your body is also your little reason, my
brother, which you call *spirit"-a little instrument
and toy of your great reason.

'I," you san and are proud of the word. But greater
is that in which you do not wish to have faith-your
body and its $eat reason: that does not say *I," but
does'I."

What the sense feels, what the spirit lcnows, never
has its end in itself. But sense and spirit would per-
suade you that they are the end of all things: that is
how vain they are. Instruments and toys are sense ancl
spirit: behind them still lies the self. The self also
seeks with the eyes of the senses; it also listens with
the ears of the spirit. Always the self listens and seeks:
it compares, overlpwers, conquers, destrop. It con-
trols, and it is in control of the ego too.

Behind your thoughts and feelings, my brother,
there stands a mighty ruler, an unhrown sag*rrhose
name is seU. In your body he dwells; he is your
body.

There is more reason in your body than in your best
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wisdom. And who knows why your body needs pre
cisely your best wisdom?

Your setf laughs at your ego and at its bolil leap-s.
'What are these leaps and flights of thought to me?P
it says to itself. -A detour to my end. I am the leading
strings of the ego and the prompter of its concepts."

llhe self says to the ego, "Feel pain herel" Then the
ego sufiers and thinks how it might sufier no more-
and that is why it is madp to think.

lhe self says to the ego, 'Feel pleasure herel" Then
the ego is pleased ancl thinla how it might often be
pleased agairr+nd that is why it Is mad.e to think.

I want to speak to the despisers of the body. It is
their respect that begets their contempt. What is it that
created iespect and contempt and worth and will? The
creative self created respect and contempt; it created
pleasure and pain. The creative body created the spirit
as a hand for its will.

Even in your folly and contemp! you despisers of
the bodn you serve your self. I say unto you: your self
itself wants to die and turns away from life. It is no
longer capable of what it would do above all else: to
create beyond itse[. That is what it would do abore
all else, that is its fervent wish.

But now it is too late for it to do this: so your self
wants to go under, O deqpisers of the body. Your self
wants to go under, and that is why you have become
despisers of the bodyl For you are no longer able to
create beyond yourselves.

And that is why you arc angry with life and the
earth. An unconscious envy speaks out of the squint-
eyed glance of your contempt.

I shall not go your way, O despisers of the bodyl
You are no bridge to the overmanl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.
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oN ENJOYTNC AND SUTTERTNG TrrE PASSIONS

My brother, if you have a virtue and she is your
virtue, then you have her in common with nobody. To
be sure, you want to call her by name and pet her;
you want to pull her ear and have fun with her. And
behold, now you have her name in common with the
people and have become one of the people and herd
with your virtue.

You would do better to san "Inexpressible and
nameless is that which gives my soul agony and sweet-
ness and is even the hunger of my entrails."

May your. virtue be too exalted for the familiarity of
names: and if you must speak of her, tl-ren do not be
ashamed to stammer of her. Then speak and stammer,
*This is my good; this I love; it pleases me wholly;
thus alone do I want the good. I do not want it as
divine law; I do not want it as human statute and
need: it shall not be a signpost for me to overearths
and paradises. It is an earthly virtue that I love: there
b little prudence in it, and least of all the reasoh of all
men. But this bird built its nest with me: therefore I
love and caress it; now it dwells with me, siting on its
golden eggs." Thus you shall stammer and praise your
virtue.

Once you sufrered passions and called them evil. But
now you have only your virtues leftr they grew out of
your passions. You commended your highest goal to
the heart of these passions: then they become your
virtues and passions you enjoyed.

And whether you came from the tribe of the choleric
or of the voluptuous or of the fanatic or of the venge-
ful, in the end all your passions became virtues and all
your devils, angels. Once you had wild dogs in your
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cellar, but in the end they turned into birds and
lovely singers. Out of your poisons you brewed your
balsam. You milked your cow, melancholy; now )ou
drink the sweet milk of her udder.

And nothing evil grows out of you henceforth, unless
it be the evil that grows out of the ffght among your
virtues. My brother, if you are fortunate you have only
one virtue and no more: then you will pass over the
bridge'more easily. It is a distinction to have many
virtuis, but a hard lot; and many have gone into the
desert and taken their lives because they had wearied
of being the battle and battlefield of virtues.

My brother, are war and battle evil? But this evil is
necessary; necessary are the envy and mistrust and
calumny among your virhaes. Behold how each of your
virtues cuvets what is highest: each wants your whole
spirit that ft might become lrcrhenld; each wants your
whole strength in wrath, hatred, and love. Each virtue
is jealous of the others, and iealousy is a terrible thing.
Virtues too can perish of jealousy. Surrounded by the
flame of jealousy, one will in the end, like the scolpion,
tum one's poisonous sting against oneself. AIas, my
brother, have you never yet seen a virtue deny and
stab herseU?

Man is something that must be overcome; and there-
fore you shall love your virtues, for you will perish of
them.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON THE PALE CNIMINAL

You do not want to kill, O judges and sacrificers,
until the animal has nodded? Behold, the pale crininal
has nodded: out of his eyes speala the great contempl

'My ego is something that shall be overcome: my
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ego is to me the great contempt of man,' that is what
his eyes say.

That he judged himself, that was his highest me
ment; do not let the sublime return to his basenessl
There is no redemption for one who suffers so of hirn-
self, except a quick death.

Your killing, O iudges, shall be pity and not re-
venge. And as you kill, be sure that you yourselves
t"stify lifel It is not enough to make your. peace with
the man you kill. Your sadness shall be love of the
oveunan: thus you shall justify your living on.

lEnemy" you shall san but not'villain"; 'sicx- you
shall say, but not'scoundrel"; 'fool" you shall san but
not'sinner."

And you, red iudge if you were to tell out loud all
that you have already done in thoughg everyone would
cry, 'Away with this fflth and this poisonous worml"

But thought is one thing, the deed is another, and
the image of the deed still another: the wheel of
causality does not roll between them.

An image made this pale man pale. He was equal to
his deed when he did it; but he could not bear its
image after it was done. Now he alwap saw himself
as the doer of one deed. Madness I call this: the ex-
ception now became the essence for him. A chalk
streak stops a hen; the stroke that he himself struck
stopped his poor reason: madness after rhe deed I call
this.

Listen, O iudges: there is yet another madness, and
that comes before the deed. Alas, you have not yet
crept deep enough into this soul.

thus spealcs the red judge,'\il&y did this criminal
murder? He wanted to rob." But I say unto you: his
soul wanted blood, not robbery; he thirsted after the
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bliss of the knife. His poor reason, however, did not
comprehend this madness and persuaded him: '\Mhat

matters blood?" it asked; 'dont you want at least to
commit a robbery with it? To take revengeP And he
Iistened to his poor leason: its speech lay upon him like
Iead; so he robbed when he murdered. He did not
want to be ashamed of his madness.

And now the lead of his guilt lies upon hirn, anil
again his poor reason is so stifi, so paralyzed, so heavy.
If only he could shake his head, then his bunilen would
roll off: but who could shake this head?

What is this man? A heap of diseases, which, through
his spirit, reach out into the world: there they want
to catch their prey.

What is this man? A ball of wild snakes, which rarely
enjoy rest from each othei: so they go forth singly and
seek prey in the world.

Behold this poor bodyl What it sufrered and coveted
this poor soul interpreted for itself: it inteqpreted it as
murderous lust and greed for the bliss of the knife.

Those who become sick today are overcome by that
evil which is evil today: they want to hurt with that
which hurts them. But there have been other ages and
another evil and good. Once doubt was evil and the will
to self. Then the sick became heretics or witches: ag
heretics or witches they sufiered and wanted to inflist
suffering.

But your ears do not want to aceept this: it bamrs
your good people, you say to me. But what matter
your good people to me? Much about your good people
nauseates me; and veriln it is not their evil. Indeed, I
y5h Jhey had a madness of which they might perish
like this pale criminal.

Verily, I wish thelr madness tvere called truth or
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loy"Ity or iustice: but they have their virtue in order
to live long and in wretched contentment.

I am a raitng by the torrent: let those who can,
grasp mel Your crutch, however, I am not.

Thus spoke Zarathusba.

ON NEADING AND WRIT INC

Of all that is written I love only what a man has
written with his blood. Write with blood, and you
will experience that blood is spirit.

It is not easily possible to understand the blood of
another: I hate reading idlers. Whoever knows the
reader will henceforth do nffing for the reader. An-
other century of readers-and the spirit itself will
stink.

That everyone may learn to read, in ttre long run
comrpts not only writing but also thinking. Once the
spirit was God, then he became man, and now he even
becomes rabble.

Whoever writes in blooil and aphorisms does not
want to be read but to be learned by heart. In the
mountains the shortest way is from peak to peakr but
for that one must have long legs. Aphorisms should be
peaks-and those who are addressed, tall and lofty.
The air thin and pure, danger near, and the spirit full
of. gay sarcasm: these go well together. I want to have
goblins around me, for I am courageous. Courage that
puts ghosts to fight creates goblins for itself: couage
wants to laugh.

I no longer feel as you do: this cloud which I see
beneath me, this blackness and gravity at which I
laugh-this is your tlundercloud.

You loolc up when you feel the need for elevation.
And I look down because I am elevated. Who among
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you can laugh and be elevated at the same time? Who-
ever climbs the highest mountains laughs at all hagic
plays and tragic seriousness.

Brave, unconcerned, mocking, violent-thus wisdom
wants us: she is a woman and always loves only a
warrior.

You say to me, 'Life is hard to bear." But why
would you have your pride in the morning and your
resignation in the evening? Life is hard to bear; but do
not act so tenderly! We are all of us fair beasts of
burden; male and female asses. What do we have in
common with the rosebud, which trembles because a
drop of dew lies on it?

True, we love life, not because we are used to living
but because we are used to loving. There is always
some madness in love. But there is also always some
reason in madness.

And to me too, as I am well disposed toward life,
butterftes and soap bubbles and whatever among men
is of their kind seem to know most about happiness.
Seeing these light, foolish, delicate, mobile little souls
futter-that seduces Zarathustra to tears and songs.

I would believe only in a god who could dance. And
when I saw my devil I found him serious, thorough,
profound, and solemn: it was the spirit of gravity-
through him all things fall.

_ Not-by wrath does one kill but by laughter. Come,
Iet us kill the spirit of gravityl

I have learned to walk: ever since, I let myself run.
I have learned to fly: ever since, I do not want to be
pushed before moving along.

Now I am light, now I fy, now I see myself beneath
myself, now a god dances through me.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.
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ON THE TNEE ON THE MOUNTAINSIDE

Zarathustrat eye had noted that a youth avoided
him. And one evening as he walked alone through the
mountains surrounding the town which is called The
Motley Cow-behold, on his walk he found this youth
as he sat leaning against a tree, looking wearily into
the valley. Zarathustra gripped the tree under which tho
youth was sitting and spoke thus:

"ff f wanted to shake this tree with my hands f
should not be able to do it. But the wind, which we
do not see, tortures and bends it in whatever direction
it pleases. It is by invisible hands that we are bent and
tortured worst "

Then the youth got up in ctnsternation and said: 'I

hear Zarathustra, and just now I was thinking of him."

, Zarathusba replied: "Why should that frighten you?
lBut it is with man as it is with the tree. The more he
faspires to the height and light, the more shongly do

lhis roots strive earthward, downward, into the darlq
f the deepinto evil."

oYes, into evill'cried the youth. 'How is it possible
that you discovered my soul?'

Zarathustra smiled and saicl: *Some souls one will
never discover, unless one invents them ffrst"

'Yes, into evill" the youth cried once mor€. lfou
have spoken the truth, Zarathustra. I no longer trust
myself since I aspire to the height, and nobody trusts
me any more; how did this happen? I change too fast:
my today refutes my yesterday. I often skip steps when
f chmb: no step forgives me that. When I am at the
top I always ffnd myself alone. Nobody speaks to me;
the frost of loneliness makes me shiver. What do I
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want up hlgh? My conternpt and my longing grorv at
the slme time; the higher I climb, the more I despise
the climber. What does he wa4t up high? How ashamed
I am of my climbing and stumblingl How I mock at
qy violenl p-aryingt How I hate the f,jerl How weary
I am up highl"

Here the youth stoppecl. And Zarathustra crontenr,
plated the tree beside which they stood and spoke thus:
]I!is qee stands lonely here in the mountains; it grenr
high above man and beast. And if it wanted to qpeak
it would have nobody who could randerstand it, so
high has it grown. Now it waits and waits-for what
is it waiting? It dwells too near the seat of the clouds:
surely, it waits for the ffrst lightning."

When Zarathustra had said this the youth cried rvith
violent gestures: 'Yeq Zarathustra, you are speaking
$e truth. I longed to go under when I aspired to the
height, and you are the lightning for which I waited.
Behold, yhat am I, now that you have appeared
among us? It is the enoy of you that has destroye-d me.'
llrus spoke the youth, and he wept bitterly. Bat Zara-
thustrl p9t his arm around hirn ind led him away.

furd when they had walked together for a u'ilile,
Zarathustra began to speak thus: "It tears my heart
Better &an your words tell il your eyes tell me of
{l ygur dangers. You are not yet free, you strll search
for freedom. You are worn from your search and over-
awake. You aspire to the free heights, your soul thirsts
for the stars. But your wicked initincti, too, thirst for
freedom. Your wild dogs want freedom; they bark with
joy in their cellar when your spirit plans io open all
prisons. To me_ you are still a prisoner who is plotting
his freedom: alas, in such prisoners the soul becomei
clever, but also deceitful and bad. And even the liber-
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ated spirit must still purify himself. Much prison and
mustiness still remain in him: his eyes must still be-
oome Pure.'Indeed, I know your danger. But by my love and hqre
I beseech you: do not throw away your love and hope.

'You still feel noble, and the others too feel your
nobility, though they bear you a grudge and send you

j evil glances. Know that the noble man stands in every-
lbodys way. The noble man stands in the way of the
I good too: and even if they call him one of the goodo

J they thus want to do away with hirn- Thq_4oble -4ran' wants to create sometlinq new and a new virtue. The
e;a want-iba ol{andtfrat the old be preserved. Eiit
this is not the danger of the noble man, that he might
become one of the good, but a churl a mocker, 4
destroyer.

'A,las, I knew noble men who lost their highest hope.
Then they slandered all high hopes. Then they lived
impudently in brief pleasures and barely cast their goals
bevond the dav. Spirit too is lusL so they said. Then
th6 wings of their@ their spirit
crawls about and soils what it gnaws. Once they thought
of becoming heroes: now they are voluptuaries. The
hero is for them an o$ense and a fright

'But by my love and hope I beseech you: do not
tb,row away the hero in your soull Hold holy yoru high-
est hopel'

Thus spoke Zarathusua.

ON TIIE PREACIIENS OF DEATIT

There are preachers of death; and the earth is full
of those to whom ono must preach renunciation of hfe.
The earth is full of the superfuous; life is spoiled by
the all-too-many. May they be lured from this life with
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tle 'etemal lifd't Yu[ow the preachers of death wear,
or black. But I want to show thesr to yor in still
other colors.

are the terrible ones who carqy around within
of prey and have no choice but

lust or self-laceratioil their lust is still self-
laceration- They have not human beings
yet, these terrible ones: let them
of lifre ancl p{Ns away themselvesl -...--:.---

There are those with consumption of tlle soul: hardly
are they born when they begin to die and to long for
doctrines of weariness and renunciation. They would
like to be dead, and we should welcome their wish. Let
us beware of waking tbe dead and disturbing these
living coftnsl

They encounter a sick man or an old man or a
coqpse, and immediately they say, 'Life is refuted."
But only they themselves are refuted, and their eyesn
which see only this one face of existence. Shrouded in
thick melancholy and eager for the little accidents that
bring deatb, thus they wait with clenched teeth. Or
they reach for sweets wbile mocking their own childisb
ness; they clutch the straw of their life and mock that
they still clutch a shaw. Their wisdom say* A fool
who stays alive-but such fools ere we. And this is
surely the most foolish thing about life.'

'Life is only sufiering;" othen say, and do not lie:
see to if then, that you ceasel See to i9 then, that the
Me which is oaly sufiering ceasesl

And let this be the doctrine of your virtue: 'Tbou

shalt kill thyseUl Thou shalt steal awayt"
'Lust is sin" says one group that preaches death;

'let us step aside and beget no children.o
'Giving bidfi is troublesome," says another gloup;

'why go on $ving birth? One bean only unfqtunatesl'
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And they too are preachers of death.
"Pity is needed,' says the third group. 'Take from

me what I havel Take from me what I aml Life will bind
me that much lessl"

would
were full of prty through and
ke"Jife insufierable for their-

they
To

be evil, that But they
want to get out care that with
their presents they bind still more

wyt'-And 
you, too, for whom life is furious work and

unrest-are you not very weary of life? Are you notunrest-are you not very weary ot liler Are you not
very ripe for the preaching of death? All of you to
whom furious work is dear, and whatever is fast, new,
and strange-you ffnd it hard to bear yourselves; youl
industry i- escape and the will to forget yourselves. If
you believed more in life you would fling yourselves
less to the moment But you do not have contents
enough in yourselves for waiting-and not even for
idleness.

Everywhere ttre voice of those who preach death is
heard; and the earth is full of those to whom one must
preach death. Or 'etemal life"-that is the same to
me, if only they pass away quickly.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

on wen AND wAnRrOnS

We ilo not want to be spared by our best enemies,
nor by those whom we love thoroughly. So let me tell

1'ou the truthl- 
My brothers in war, I love you thoroughly; f am and

I wai of your kind. And I am also your best enemy. So
let rre tell you the truthl

I know oi the hatred and envy of your hearts. You
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are not great enough not to know hatred and envy. Be
great enough, then, not to be ashamed of &em.' 

And if y:ou cannot be saints of knowledge, at least
be its warriors. They are the companions and fore-
runners of such sainthood.

I see many soldiers: woulil that I saw many warriorsl
oUniformo one calls what they wear: would that wbat
it conceals were not unilorml

You should have eyes that always seek an enemy-
gur eneny. And some of you hate at ftst sight. Yorrr
6tr"ty you shall seeL, your wil you shall iage-for
your th6ughts. And if your thought be vanquished, then
your honesty should still ffnd cause for triumph in thaL
You should love peace as a meiurs to new wars-and.
the short peace more than the long. To you I do not
rec.ommend work but struggle. To you I do not recorn-
mend peace but victory. Let your work be a struggle.
Let your peace be a victoryl One can be silent and
sit still only when one has bow and arrow: else one
chatters and quarrels. f,et your peace be a vietoryl

You say it is the good cause that hallows even war?
I say unto you: it is the good war that hallows any
cause. War and courage have accomplished more great
things than love of the neighbor. Not your pity but
your couage has so far saved the unfortunate.

nVhat is good?'you ask. To be brave is good. Let
the little girls say, 'To be good is what is at the sane
time pretty and touching."

They call you heartless: but you have a hearg and I
love you for being ashamed to show it. You are asharned
of your flood, while others are ashamed of their ebb.

You are ugly? Well then, my brothers, wrap tho
sublime around you, the cloak of the ugly. And when
lour soul becomes great, then it becomes prankish; and
in your sublimity there is sarcasm. I know you.
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fn sarcasm the pranlater and the weakling meet. But
they misunderstand each other. I lcnow you.

You may have only enemies whom you can hate, not
enemies you despise. You must be proud of your enemy:
then the successes of your enemy are your successsr
too.

Recalcitrance-that is the nobility of slaves. Your
nobtlity should be obedience. Your very eommanding
should be an obeying. To a good warrior othou shalt"
sounds more agreeable than "I will." And everything
you like you should ffrst let yourself be eommanded to
do.

Your love of life shall be love of your highest hope;
and your highest hope shall be the highest thought of
life. Your highest thoughg however, you should receive
as a command from me-and it is: man is something
that shall be overcome.

thus live your Iife of obedience and war. What
matters long lifeP What warrior wants to be spared?

I do not spare youi I love you thoroughln my

ulh.

ON THE.NEW IDOL

Somewhere there are still peoples and herds, but not
where we live, my brothers: here there are states.
State? Wbat is that? Well then, open your ears to me,
for now I shall speak to you about the death of peoples.

State is the name of the coldest of all sold monsters.
, C,oldly it tells lies too; and this lie crawls out of its
imouth: 

of, the state, am the people." That is a liel It
lwas creators who created peoples and hung a laith and
a love over them: thus they served life.

brothers in warl
Thus spoke Zarathustra.
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It is annihilators who set traps for the many and

call them ostate': they hang a sword and a hundred
appetites over them.

['-iVhete there is sUll a people, it does not understand
I tle state and hates it as the evil eie and the sin
I against customs and rights.(^ This sign I $ve you: every people speaks its tongue
of good and evil, which the neighbor does not under-
stand" It has invented its own language of customs and
rights. But the state tells lies in all the tongues of
good and evil; and whatever it says it lies-and what-
ever it has it has stolen. Everything about it is false;
it bites with stolen teetlq and bites easily. Even its
entrails are false. Confusion of tongues of good and
evil: this sign I give you as the sign of the state. Verily,
this sign signiffes the will to deatlu Verily, it beckons
to the preachers of death.

All-too-many are born: for the superfluous the state
was invented.

Behold, how it lures them, the all-too-many-and
bow it devours them, chews them, and ruminatest

'On earth there is nothing greater than I: the order-
ing ffnger of God am l"-thus roars the monster. And
it is not only the long-eared and shortsighted who sink
to their knees. Alas, to you too, you great souls, it
whispers its dark lies. Alas, it detects the rich hearts
which like to squander themselves. Indeed, it detects
you too, you vanquishers of the old god. You have
grown weary with fghting, and now your weafness
still senes the new idol. With heroes and honorable
men it would zurround itself, the new idolt It likes to
bask in the sunshine of good consciencres-the cold
monsterl

It will $ve you everything il you will adore it, this
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new idol: thus it buys the splendor of your virtues
and the look of your proud eyes. It would use you as
bait for the all-too-many.

Indeed, a hellish artifice was invented there, a horse
of death, clattering in the ffnery of divine honors. In-
deed, a dying for many was invented there, which
praises itself as Me: veriln a great servicre to all preaclr-
ers of deathl

State I call it where all drink poison, the good and
the wicked; statg where all lose themselves, the gootl
and the wicked; state, where the slorv suicide of all is
called 'Iife."

_the superfluousl They steal the rvorks of the
inventors *remselves;
'education"

misfortune for them.
Behold the superfluous! They are ahvays sick; they

vomit their gall and call it a newspaper. They devour
each other and cannot even digest themselves.

Behold the superfluousl They gather riches and
come poorer with them. They want power and
the lever of power, uruch money-the impotent
pers!

Watch thenr clamber, these swift monkepl They
clamber over one another and thus drag one another
into the mud and the depth. They all want to get to
the throne: that is their madness-as if happiness sat
on the throne. Often mud sits on the throne-and often
also the throne on mud. Mad they all appear to me,
clambering monkeys and overardent. Foul smells their
idol, the cold monster: foul they smell to me altogether,
these idolators.

IVIy brothers, do you want to suffocate in the fumes
of their snouts and appetites? Rather break the win-
dows and leap to freedom.

be'
ftrst
Pau-
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Escape from the bad smelllEscape from the idolatqy
of the superfluous!

EscapJ from the bail smelll Escape from the steam
of these human sacriffcesl

The earth is free even now for great souls. There
are still many empty seats for the lonesome and the
twosome, fanned by the fragrance of silent seas.

A free life is still free for great souls. Verily, rvho'
ever possesses little is possessed that much lessr praised
be a little povertyl

Only where the state ends, there begins the human
being who is not superfluous: there begins the song
of necessity, the unique and inimitable tune.

Where the state eul.vlook there, my brotlers! Do
you not see it, the rainborv and the bridges of the over-
man?

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON THE TL IES  OF  THE MANKET PLACE

Flee, my friend, into your solitudet I see you dazed
by the noise of the great men and stung all ovgr by
the stings of the little men. Woods and crags know
how to keep a digniffed silence with you. Be like the
hee that you love with its wide branches: silently
listening, it hangs over the sea.

Where solitude ceases the market place beginsi and
where the market place begins the noise of the great
actors and the buzzing of the poisonous flies begins too.

In the world even the best things amount to nothing
without someone to make a show of them: great men
the people call these showmen.

Little do the people comprehend the great-that is,
the creating. But they have a mind for all showmen
and actors of great things.
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1 Around the inventors of new values the world re-
I volves: invisibly it revolves. But around the actors
I revglye the people and fame: that is "the way of the
i world."

The actor has spirit but little conscience of the
spirit. Always he has faith in that with which he in-
spires the most faith-faith in himself. Tomorrow he
has a new faith, and the day after tomorrow a newer
one. He has quick senses, like the people, and capri-

itrir".,fpious moods. To overt]rrow-that means to himr to
-tl lprove. To drive to frenzy-that means to him: to per-
J|- furade. And blood is to him the best of all reasons. A
afi{tuth that slips into delicate ears alone he calls a lie
'rqtt '&nd nothing. Verily, he believes only in gods who make

H big noise in the worldl
Full of solemn iesters is the market place-and the

people pride themselves on their great men, their mas-
ters of the hour. But the hour presses them; so they
press you. And from you too they want a Yes or No.
Alas, do you want to place your chair between pro and
con?

Do not be jealous of these unconditional, pressing
men, you lover of truthl @on
the arm of the unconditional. On account of these
k
sudden-menr, gotfifto your security: it is only in
the market place that one is assaulted with Yes? or No?
Slow is the experience of all deep wells: long must
they wait before they know u:hat fell into their depth.

Far from the market place and from fame happens
all that is great: far from the market place and from
fame the inventors of new values have always dwelt.

FIee, my friend, into your solitude: I see you stung
all over by poisonous fies. Flee where the air is raw
and strong.

Flee into your solitudet You have lived too close to
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the small and the miserable. Flee their invisible re
vengel Against you they are nothing but revenge. -

No longer raise up your ann against them. Number'
less are then and it is not your lot to shoo flies.
Numberless are t-hese small and miserable creatures;
and many a proud building has-perished-of raindrops
and weeds. iou are no stone, but you have already
become hollow from many drops. You will yet burst
from many drops. I see you wearied by poisonous flies,
bloody in a hundred places; and your pride refuses
even to be angry. Blood is what they want from you i1
all innocence. Their bloodless souls crave blood, and
so they sting in all innocence. But you, you deep one,
sufier too deeply even from small wounds; and even
before you have healed, the same poisonous worm
crawls over your hand. You are too proud to kill these
greedy creatures. But beware lest it become your down-
fall that you sufier all their poisonous iniustice.

They hum around you with their praise too: obtru-
siveness is their praise. They want the proximity of
your skin and your blood. They fatter you as a god or
devil; they whine before you as before a god or devil.
What does it matter? They are flatterers and whiners
and nothing more.

Often they afiect charm. But that has always been
the cleverness of cowards. Indeed, cowards are clevert
They think a lot about you with their petty souls-
you always seem problematic to them. Euerythitg thut i
one thinks about a lot bgcqles problematic. I

ThCy-punGE-ytiu for all your 
-virtues. 

They for$ve
you entirely-your mistakes.

Because you are gentle and just in disposition you
say, 'They are guiltless in their small existence." But
their petty souls think, 'Guilt is every great existence.-

Even when you are gentle to them they still feel
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despised by you: and they return your benefaction rvith
hidden malefactions. Your silent pride always runs
counter to their taste; they are jubilant if for once you
are modest enough to be vain. That which we recog-
nize in a person we also infame in him: therefore, be-
ware of the small creatures. Before you they feel small,
and their baseness glimmers and glows in invisible re-
venge. Have you not noticed how often they became
mute when you stepped among them, and how their
strength went from them like smoke from a dying ffre?

Indeed, my friend, you are the bad conscience of
your neighbors: for they are unworthy of you. They
hate you, therefore, and would [ke to suck your blood.
Your neighbors will always be poisonous ftes; that
which is great in you, just that must make them more
poisonous and more like fies.- 

Flee, my friend, into your solitude ancl where the
air is raw and strongt It is not your lot to shoo flies.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON CIIASTITY ,

I love the forest. It is bad to live in cities: there too
many.are in heat. Is it not better to fall into the hands
of a murderqr than into the dreams of a woman in heat?

(-And behold these men: their eyes say it-they know
lgf nothing better on earth than to lie with a woman.

Mud is at the boftom of their souls; and woe if their
mud also has spiritl

Would that you were as perfect as animals at leastt
But animals have innocence.

Do I counsel you to slay your senses? I counsel the
innocence of the senses.

Do I counsel you to chastity? Chastity is a virtue in
some, but almost a vrce in many. They abstain, but
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the bitch, sensuality, leers enviously out of every-
thing they do. Even to the heights of their virtue and
to the cold regions of the spirit this beast follows them ,
with her lack of peace. And how nicely the bitch, I
sensuality, |nows how to beg for a piece of spirit 

Iwhen denied a piece of meat.
Do you love tragedies and everything that breala

the heart? But I mistrust your bitch. Your eyes are
too cruel and you search lusdully for sufierers. Is it
not merely your lust that has disguised itself and now
calls itself pityP

And this parable too I offer you: not a few who
wanted to drive out their devil have themselves entereil
into swine.

seled against it, lest it become their road to hell--{h l{Those for whom chastity is difrcult shoulil be coun-fi

mud and heat of their souls.tu 4tlu rr94t vr qrgll r!

Do I speak of di*y things? That is not lhe worst
that could happen. It is not when truth is dirty, but !.
when it is shalloq that the lover of knowledge is re- |
luctant to step into its waters. Veriln some are chaste
through and through: they are gentler of heart, fonder
of laughter, and laugh more than you. They laugtr at
chastity too and ask, 'What is chastity? Is chastity not
folly? Yet this folly came to us, not we to it. We
offered this guest hostel and heart: now it dwells with
us-rnay it stay as long as it willl"

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON IHE FRIEND

olhere is always one too many around ms'-1hug
thinks the hermit 'Always one times one<ventually
that makes two.'

I and me are always too deep in eonversation: honr
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\could one stand that if there were no friend? For the

lhermit the friend is always the third person: the third

[s the cork that prevents the conversation of the two
.[rom sinking into the depths. Alas, there are too many
depths for all hermits; therefore they long so for a
friend and his height.

Our faith in others betrays in what respect we would
like to have faith in ourselves. Our longing for a friend
is our betrayer. And often love is only a device to over-
come envy. And often one attacks and makes an enemy

\.in order to conceal t[at, one is open to attack. "At least
z b my enemyl"-thdff$ab, true reverence, which' 

does not dare ask for frienilship.
If one wants to have a friend one must also want

to wage war for him: and to wage w,u, one must be
capable of being an enemy.

In a friend one should still honor the enemy. Can
you go close to your friend without going over to
him?

In a friend one should have one's best enemy. You
should be closest to him with your beart when you
resist him.

You do not want to put on anything for your friend?
Should it be an honor for your friend that you give
yourself to him as you are? But he sends you to tlle
devil for that. He who makes no secret of himself,
euages! so much reason have you for fearing nake&
ness. Indeed, if you were gods, then you might be
ashamed of your clothes. You cannot groom yourseU
too beautifully for your friend: for you shall be to him
an arrow and a longing for the overrnan.

Have you evqr seen your friend asleeg-and found
out how he looks? What is the face of your friend any-
way? It is your own face in a rough and imperfect
mirror.
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Have you ever seen your friend asleep? Were you
not shocked that you friend looks like that? O -y
friend, man is something that must be overcome.

A friend should be a master at guessing and keep-
ing still: you must not want to see everything. Your
dream should betray to you wbat your friend does
while awake.

Your compassion should be a guess-to lrrow ffrst
whether your friend wants compassion. Perhaps what
he loves in you is the unbroken eye and the glance of
eternity. Compassion for the friend should conceal it-
self under a hard shell, and you should break a tooth
on it. That way it will have delicacy and sn'eetness.

Are you pure air and solitude and bread and medi-
cine for your friend? Some cannot loosen their own
chains and can nevertheless redeem their friends.

Are you a slave? Then you cannot be a friend. Are
you a tyrant? Then you cannot have friends. All-too-
long have a slave and a tyrant been concealed in
woman. Therefore woman is not yet capable of friend- !
ship: she lcnows only love. I

Woman's love involves injustice and blindness against
everything that she does not love. And even in the
knowing love of a woman there are still assault and
lightning and night alongside light.

Woman is not yet capable of friendship: women are
still cats and birds. Or at best, cows.

Woman is not yet capable of friendship. But tell
me, you men, who among you is capable of friendship?

Alas, behold your poverty, you men, and the mean-
ness of your soulsl As much as you give the friend, I
will give even my enemy, and I shall.not be any the
poorer for it. There is comradeship: let there be friend-
shipl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.
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ON THE TIIOUSAND AND ONE GOALS

Zarathustra saw many lands and many peoples: thus
he discovered the good and evil of many peoples. And
Zarathustra fouud no greater power on earth than good
and evil.

No people could Iive without ffrst esteeming; but if
they want to preserve themselves" then they must not
esteesr as the neighbor esteems. Much that was good to
one people was scorn and infamy to another: thus I
found it. Much I found called evil here, and deeked
out with purple honors there. Never did one neighbor
understand the other: ever rilas his soul amazed at the
neighbort delusion and wickedness.

A tablet of the good hangs over every people. Be.
hold, it is the tablet of their overcomings; behold, it
is the voice of their will to power.

Praiseworthy is whatever seems difficult to a people;
whatever seems indispensable and dificult is called
good; and whatever ilberates even out of the deepest
need, the rarest, the most diftcult-that they call holn

Whatever makes them rule and triumph and shine,
to the awe and envy of their neighborg that is to thern
the higtr, the ffrst the measure, the meaning of all
things.

Veriln my brothe, onoe you have recognized the
need and land and sky and neighbor of a people, you
may also guess the law of their overcomings, and why
they climb to their hope on this ladder.

'You shall always be the Srst and excel all others:
your iealous soul shall love no one, unless it be the
friend'-that made the soul of the Greek quiver: &us
be walked the path of his greatness.
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'To speak the truth and to handle bow and arrow

well"-that seemed both dear and difficult to the
people who gave me my name-the name which is
both dear and dificult to me.'To honor father and mother and to follow their
will to the root of one's soul'- this was the tablet of l'
overcoming that another- qeople hung- up over them- ;selves and became powerful and eternal thereby.

- 
%rity, men gave themsJlves all iheir good and evil. 3

Verily, they did not take il they did not ffnd it, nor -

did it come to them as a voice from heaven. Onlv o I-
man placed values in things to pr€serve himself-tj j
alone created a meaning for things, a human meaning. .o *
Therefore he calls him-self 

"n"ri' 
which means, ,ft;:

esteemer. .-n

themselves; and through this self-conquest they became , ,3- E
pregnant and heavy with great hopes. L-$j

To esteem is to create: hear this, you creatorsl E - j S
*.

mable treasure. Throuph esteeminrr alone is fhere wahrer Y qqlabtejreelClg. Through esteeming alone is there value:-] o
and without esteeming, the nut of existence wouldi 3

'To practice loyalty and, for the sake of loyalty, to
risk honor and blood even for evil and dangerous U
things"-with this teaching another people conquered 3

most recent creation.
_Once peoples hung a tablet of the good over them-

selves. Love which would rule and love which would
obey have together created such tablets.

The delight in the herd is more ancient than the

be hollow. Hear this, ]ou creatorst _ 3 +
Change of values-that is a change of creators. lvhoj+ i

ever must be a creator always annihilates. Jj, f
First, peoples were creators; and only in later times,""

individuals. Veriln the individual himself is still the
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delight in dre ego; and as long as the good conscience
is identifted with the herd, only the bad conscience
says: I.

Verily, the clever ego, the loveless ego that desires
its own profft in the profft of the many-that is not
the origin of the herd, but its going under.

Good and evil have always been created by lovers
and creators. The ffre of love glows in the names of
all the virhres, and the ffre of wrath.

Zarathustra saw many lands and many peoples. No
greater power did Zarathustra ffnd on earth than the
works of the lovers: 'good" and'evif'are their names.

Verily, a monster is the power of this praising and
censuring. Tell me, who will conquer ib O brothers?
Tell me, who wfll throw a yoke over the thousand
necks of this beast?

A thousand goals have there been so fp5{or trhere
have been a thousand peoples. Only thetyokj for the
tlousand necks is stilt lacking: the one goffibcking.
Humanity still has no goal.

But tell me, my brothers, if humanity still laclcs a
goal-is humanity itself not still lacking too?

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON LOVE OF  THE NE IG I IBOR

You crowd around your neighbor and have ffne
words for iL But I say unto you: your love of the
neighbor is your bad love of yourselves. You flee to
your neighbor from yourselves and would like to make
a virtue-out of tbati but I see through your'selfless-
ness."

The you is older than the l; the gou has been pro-
nounced holy, but not yet the f: so man crowds toward
his neighbor.
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Do I recommend love of the neighbor to you?
Sooner I should even recommend flight from the neigh-
bor and love of the farthest. Higher than love of the
neighbor is love of the farthest and the future; higher
yet'than tle love of human beings I esteem the love
bf things and ghosts. This ghost that runs,aftg yort
my brother, is more beautiful than youi why do you
not give him your flesh and your bones? But you are
afraid and run to your neighbor.

You cannot endure yourselves and do not love lour-
selves enough: now you want to seduce your neighbor
to love, and then gild younelves with his error. Would
that you could not endure all sorts of neighbors and
their neighbors; then you would have to create your
friend and his overflswing heart out of yourseh,es.

You invite a witness when you want to speak well
of yourselves; and when you have seduced him to think
well of you, then you think well of yourselves.

Not only are they liars who speak when they know
better, but even more those who speak when they
lnow nothing. And thus you speak of yourselves to
others and deceive the neighbor with yourselves.

Thus speaks the fool: "Association with other poople
corrupts one's character<specially if one has none."

One man goes to his neighbor beeause he seeks hin
self; another because he would lose himself. Your b4ll .,
love of yourselves turns your solitude into a prison. Id fl
ir tbose farther away who must lray for your love of /f
pur neighbor; and even if 6ve of you arc togetber,//
there is always a sixh who must die. Jl

I do not love your festivals either: I found too mifrr
actors there, and tbe spectato$, too, often behaved
like actors.

I teach )'ou not the neighbor, but the friend. Tbe
friend should be the festival of tbe eadL to you and

L
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8n anticipaHo_n of the overman. I teach you the friend
and his overfowing heart But one musi learn to be a
Tonge if orre wants to bo loved by hearts that over-
flon'. I teach you the friend in whom the world stands
co-mpleted, a_bowl of goodness-the creating friend
who always has a completed world to $ve away.
And as the world rolled apart for him, it rolls together
qgain in circles for him, as the becoming of tha good
$rough evil, Cs the becoming of puqpose out of icci-
denL

Let the future and the farthest be for you the cause
of your today: in your friend you shall love the over-
man as your cause.

My brothers, love of the neighbor I do not rrecom-
mend to you: I recommend to you love of the farthest

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON TIIE WAY OF THE CNEATOR

Is it your wish, my brother, to go into solitude? Is
it your wish to seek the way to youneU? Then linger
a moment, and listen to me.

'He who seekg easily gets lost All loneliness is
guilt"-thus speaks the herd. And you have long be-
longed to the herd. The voice of the herd will still be
audible in you. And when you will say, oI no longer
have a oommon conscience with you," it will be a
Iament and. an agony. Behold, this agony itself was
born of the common conscience, and the last glimmer
of that conscience still glows on your afiistisn.

But do you want to go the way of your afliction,
which is the way to yourself?'Then show me your right
and your strength to do so. Are you a new strength
and a new right? A ffrst movementP A self-propelled



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: DIRST PART 175
wheelP Can you compel thr roy stars to revolve
around you?

AIag there is so much lusting for the heightsl There
are so many conwlsions of the ambitious. Show me
tbat you are not one of the lusdul and ambitious.

Alas, there are so many great thoughts which do
tto more than a bellows: they pufi up and make emptier.

You call Tourself free? Your dominant thought I
want to hear, and not that you have escaped from a
yolce. Are )'ou one of those who had the dght to escape
from a yoke? There are some who threw away th-ir
last value when they threw away their sen'itude.

Free frorn what? .As if that mittered to Zarathusbal l\
But your eyes should tell me brightly: free lor wha8ll

Can you give yourself your own evil hnd your orrn
good and hang your own will over yourself as a law?
Can you be your own judge and avenger of your law?
Terrible it is to be alone with the iudge and avenger
of one's own law. Thus is a star thrown out into the
void and into the icy breath of solitude. Today you
are still suf,ering from the rrann being one: today
your oourage and your hopes are still whole. But the
time will come when solitude will make you weary, r
when your pride will double up and your courage \
gnash its teeth. And you will c*,Iarn alonet- T[" I
time will come when that which seems hish to vou I
will no longer be in sight, and that which seeris low will \
be all-too-near; eyen what seems sublime to you will I

f.g\,f" you like a ghosl And you oitl 
"qy, 

'All is 
Ifalset"

There are feelings which want to kill the lonely; and f'
if they do not succeed, well, then they themselves I
TustSie. But are you capable of this--io be a mur- [
derer?
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My brother, do you know the word ocontempt'yet?

And the agony of your justic*being just to those who
despise youP You force many to relearn about you;
they cbarge it bitterly against you. You came close to
them and yet passed by: that they will never forgive.
You pass over and beyond thern: but the higher you
ascend, the smaller you appear tii the eye of envy. But
most of all they hate those who fly.

oHow would ycu be just to meP you must say. oI

choose your injustice as my proper lot." Injustice and
fflth they throw after the lonely one: but, my brother,
if you would be a star, you nust not shine less for
them because of that.

And beware of the good and the iustl They like to
crucify those who invent their own virtue for them-
selve-they hate the lonely one. Beware also of holy
simptcityl Everything that is not simple it considers
unholy; it also likes to play with ffre-the stake. And
beware also of &e attacls of your lovel The lonely
one offers hfu hand too quickly to whomever he en
counters. To some people you may not give your hand,
only a paw: and I desire that your paw should also
have claws.

But the worst enemy )rou can encounter will always
be you, yourself; you lie in wait for yourself in caves
and woods-

Louely one' ),ur. are going tbe way to yourself. And
'rour way leads p*st yourself and your seven devils.
You will be a heretic to yourself and a witch and
soothsayer and fool and doubter and unholy one and a
vilbin. You must wish to oonsume yourself in your
own flame: how could you wish to become new unless
pu had ffrit become ashesl

L"ely one, you are going the way of the creator:



Lonely onq you are going the way of the lover:
yourself'you love, anil therefbre you_despise yourself,
as only lovers despise. The lover would create because
he deipises. Wha[ does he know of love who did not
have to despise precisely what he lovedl--co 

i.d 
^you.^lon"tiriutt 

*itn your love anil withl )
your cleation,. my brother; and only much later wiUJ 

ljustice limp after you.- 
With my tears go into your loneliness, my brother. I

love him who wants to create over and beyond him'
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you would create a god for yourself out of yoru seven
devils.

self and thus perishes.
Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON LITTLE OLD AND YOUNG WOMEN

'\Mhy do you steal so eautiously through the twi'
light, Zarathustra? And what do you conceal so care-
fully under your coat? Is it a treasure you have been

$ven? or a child born to you? Or do you yourself now
follow the ways of tlieves, you friend of those who are
evil?'

'Verily, my brother," said Zarathustra, oit fu a treasure
I have been given: it is a Uttle truth that I cany. But
it is troublesome like a young child, and if I don t hold
my hand over its mouth, it will ery overloudly.

'TVhen I went on my way todan alone, at the hour
when the sun goes down, I met a little old woman who
spoke thus to my soul: 'Much has Zarathustra spoken
to us women too; but never did he speak to us about
woman.' And I answered her: 'About woman one
should speak only to men.' Then she said: 'Speak to
me too of womaq I am old enough to forget it im-
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meiliately.' And I obliged the little old woman and I
spoke to her thus:

*Everything about woman is a riddle, and every-
thing about \iloman has one solution; that is Pregnancy.
Man is for woman e means: the end is always ttre
child. But what is woman for man?

'A real man wants two things: danger and play.
therefore woman as the most dangerous
plaything. Man for -war, and
woman for

warrior does not like all-too-sweet fruit;
therefore he likes woman: even the sweetest woman is
bitter. Woman understands children better than man
does, but man is more childlike than woman.

"In a real man a child is hidden-and wants to
play. Co to i! women, discover the child in manl Let
woman be a plaything, pure and ffne, like a gem,
irradiated by the virtues of a world that has not yet
arrived. Let the radiance of a star shine through your
lovel Let your hope be: May I give birth to the over-
man!

'Let there be courage in your lovel With your love
you should proceed toward him who arouses fear in
you. I-et your honor be in your lovet Little does woman
understanit of honor othenpise. But let this be your
honor: always to love more than you are loved, and
never to be second.

"Let man fear woman when she loves: then she
makes any sacriffce, and everything else seems without
value to [er. Let man fear woman when she hates: for
deep down in his soul man is merely evil, while
womatt is bad. Whom does woman hate most? Thus
spoke the iron to the magnet: 'I hate you most because

liou attract, but are not strong enough to pull me to
you.'
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'The happiness of man is: I will. The happiness of

woman is: he wills. 'Behold, 
iust now the world be-

eame perfectl'-thus thinks every woman when she
obeys out of entire love. And woman must obey and
ffnd a depth for her surface. Surface is the disposition
of woman: a mobile, stormy fflm over shallow water.
Man's disposition, however, is deep; his river roars in
subterranean caves: woman feels his strength but does
not comprehend it

'Then the little old woman answered me: 'Many

ffne things has Zarathustra said, especially for those
who are young enough for them. It is stuangez Tara-
thustra knows women little, and yet he is right about
them. Is this because nothing- is impossible with
woman? And now, as a token of gratitude, accept a
Iittle truth. After all, I am old enough for it. Wrap it
up and hold your hand over its mouth: else it will cry
overloudly, this little truth.'

"Then I said: 'Woman, give me your ftttle truth.'
And thus spoke the little old woman:

" You are going to women? Do not forget the
whipl'"

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

oN THE lDpBn's BrrE t  { ;g; l  -

One day Zarathustra had fallen asleep under a ffg
tree, for it was hot, and had put his arns over his face.
And an adder came and bit him in the neck, so that
Zarathustra cried out in pain. When he had taken his
arm from his face, he looked at the snake, and it
recognized the eyes of Zarathusha, writhed awkwardly,
and wanted to get away. 'Oh no," said Zarathustra,
'as yet you have not accepted my thanks. You waked
rne in time, my way is still long." "Your way is short "



r80 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

the adder said sadly; omy poison kills." Zarathustra
smiled. *When has i dragott- ever died of the poison
of a snake?" he said. 'But take back your poison. You
are not rich enough to give it to me." Then the adder
fell around his neck a second time and licked his
wound.

When Zarathustra onc€ related this to his disciples
they asked: -And what, O Zarathusha, is the moral of
your story?" Then Zarathustra answered thus:

The annihilator of morals, the good and iust call me:
my story is immoral

But if you have an enemy, do not requite him evil
with good for that would put him to shame. Rather
prove that he did you some good.

And rather be angry than put to shame. And if you
are cursed, I do not like it that you want to bless.
Rather join a little in the cursing.

And if you have been done a great wrong, then
quickly add ffve Iittle ones: a gmesome sight is a
person single-mindedly obsessed by a wrong.- 

Did you already know this? A wrong shared is half
right. And he who is able to bear it should take the
wrong upon himself.

A little revenge is more human than no revenge.
And if punishment is not also a right and an honor for
the transgressor, then I do not like your punishments
either.

,2 It is nobler to dec-l4rs oneself wrong than to insist
( onbeiry-r:,ffipecially when one is right. Only one
, nru-sfte rich enough for that.

I do not like your cold iustiee; and out of the eyes
of your iudges there always looks the executioner and
his cold steel. Tell ne, where is that justice which is
love with open eyes? Would that you might invent for
me the love that bears not only all punishment but also
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all guiltt Would that you might invent for me the
justice that acquits everyone, excePt him that judgesl

Do you still want to hear this too? In him who
would be just througb and through even lies become
kindness to others. But how could I think of being iust
through and through? How can I give each his own?
Let this be suftcient for mer I give each my own.

Finally, my brothers, beware of doing wrong to any
hermit. How could a hermit forget? How could he re-
pay? Like a deep well is a hermit. It is easy to throrv
in a stone; but if the stone sank to the bottom, tell me,
who would get it out again? Beware of insulting the
hermit. But if you have done so-well, then kill him
too.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON CIIILD AND MARRIAGE

f have a question for you alone, my brother: Iike a
sounding lead, I cast this question into your soul that
I might know how deep it is.

You are young and wish for a child and marriage.
But I ask you: Are you a man entitled to wish for a
child? Are you the victorious one, the self-conqueror,
the commander of your senses, the master of your
virtues? This I ask you. Or is it the animal and need
that speak out of your wish? Or loneliness? Or lack of
peacs with yourseU?

Let your victory and your freeilom long for a child.
You shall build Uving monuments to your victory and
your liberation. You shall build over and beyond your-
self, but ffrst you must be built yourself, perpendicular
in body and soul. You shall not only reproduce your-
seU, but produce something higher. May the garden
of marriage help you in thatl
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You shall create a higher body, a ffrst movement, a
self-propelled wheel-you shall create a creator.

Marriage: thus I name the rvill of two to create the
one that is more than those who created it. Reverence
for each other, as for those willing with such a will, is
what I name marriage. Let this be the meaning and
truth of your marriage. But that which the all-too-
many, the superfluous, call marriage-alas, what shall
f name thatP AIas, this poverty of the soul in pairt
Alas, this fflth of the soul in pairl Alas, this wretched
contentment in pairl Marriage they call this; and they
say that their marriages are made in heaven, Well, I do
not like it, this heaven of the superfuous. No, I do not
like them-these animals entangled in the heavenly net.
And let the god who limps near to bless what he never
joined kee.p his distance from mel Do not laugh at such
marriages! What child would not have cause to weep
over its parents?

Worthy I deemed this man, and ripe for the sense of
the earth; but when I saw his wife, the earth seemed
to me a house for the senseless. Indeed, I wished that
the earth might tremble in conrnrlsions when a saint
mates with a goose.

This one went out like a hero in quest of kuths, and
eventually he conquered a little dressed-up lie. His
marriage he calls it.

That one was reserved and chose choosily. But all at
once he spoiled his company forever: his maniage he
calls it.

That one sought a maid with the virtues of an angel.
But all at once he became the maid of a woman; and
now he must turn himself into an angel.

Careful I have found all buyers now, and all of them
have cunning eyes. But even the most cunning still
buys his wife in a poke.
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Many brief follies-that is what you call love. And

your marriage concludes many brief follies, as a long
stupidity. Your love of woman, and woman's love of
man--+h, that it were compassion for suffering and
shrouded gods! But for the rnost part, two beasts ffnd
each other.

But even your best love is merely an ecstatic parable
and a painful ardor. It is a torch that should light up
higher^paths for you. Over and beyoncl yourseluls yoiu
shall love one day. Thus learn ffrst to love. And for that
you had to drain the bitter cup of your love. Bitterness
lies in the cup of even the best love: thus it arouses
Ionging for the overman; thus it arouses your thirst,
creator. Thirst for the creator, an arrow and longing
for the overman: tell me, my brother, is this your will
to marriage? Holy I call such a will and such a mar-
riage.

Thus spoke Zarathusha.

ON FREE DEATH

\{any die too late, and a few die too early. The
doctrine still sounds strange: "Die at the right timel'

Die at the right time-thus teaches Zarathustra. Of
course, how could those who never live at the right time
die at the right time? Would that they had never been
born! Thus I counsel the superfluous. But even the
superfluous still make a fuss about their dying; anil
even the hollowest nut still wants to be cracked. Eveqy-
body considers dying important; but as yet death is no
festival. As yet men have not learned how one hallows
the most beautiful festivals.

I show you the death that consummates-a spur and
a promise to the survivors. He that consummates his
life dies his death victoriously, surrounded by those
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who hope and promise. Thus should one leam to die;
and there should be no festival where one dying thus
does not hallow the oaths of the living.

To die thus is best; second to this, however, is to die
ffghting and to squander a great soul. But equally hate-
ful to the ffghter and the victor is your grinning death,
which creeps up like a thief-and yet comes as the
master.

My death I praise to you, the free death which
comes to me because f want-it. And when shall I want
it? He who has a goal and an heir will want death at
the right time for his goal and heir. And from reverence
for his goal and heir he will hang no more dry wreaths
in the sanctuary of life. Verily, I do not want to be like
the ropemakers: they drag out their threads and always
walk bachvards.

Some become too old even for their truths and vic-
tories: a toothless mouth'no longer has the right to
every truth. And everybody who wants fame must take
leave of honor betimes and practice the difficult art of
leaving at the right time.

One must cease letting oneself be eaten when one
tastes best: that is known to those who want to be
loved long. There are sour apples, to be sure, whose lot
requires that they wait till the last day of autumn: and
they become ripe, yellow, and wrinkled all at once. In
some, the heart grows old ffrst; in others, the spirit.
And some are old in their youth: but late youth pre-
serves long youth.

For some, life turns out badly: a poisonous worm eats
its way to their heart. Let them see to it that their dy-
ing turns out that much better. Some never become
srveet; they rot already in tlte summer. It is cowardice
that keeps them on their branch.

All-too-many live, and all-tooJong they hang on their
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brarrches. Would that a storm came to shake all
worm-eaten rot from the treel

r85
this

Would that there came preachers of quick deathl I
would like them as the true storms and shakers of the
trees of hfe. But I hear only slow death preached, and
patience with everything "earthly."

Alas, do you preach patience with the earthly? It is
the earthly that has too much patience with'you, blas-
phemersl

Verily, that Hebrew died too early whom the preach-
ers of slow death honor; and for many it has become a
calamity that he died too early. As yet he knew only
tears and the melancholy of the Hebrew, and hatred of
the gooil and the iust-the Hebrew Jesus: then the
longing for death overcame him. Would that he had
remained in the wildemess and far from the good and
the justl Perhaps he would have learned to live and to
love the earth-and laughter too.

Believe me, my brothers! He died too early; he him-
self would have recanted his teaching, had he reached
my age. Noble enough was he to recant. But he was not
yet mature. Immature is the love of the youth, and im-
mature his hatred of man and earth. His mind and the
wings of his spirit are still tied down and heavy,

But in the man there is more of the child than in the
youth, and less melancholy: he knows better how to die
and to live. Free to die and free in death, able to say a
lroly No when the tirne for Yes has passed: thus'he
knows how to die and to live.

That your dying be no blasphemy against man and
earth, my friends, that I ask of the honey of your soul.
-I1 your dying, your spirit and virtue should still glow
Iike a sunset around the earth: else your dying has
tumed out badly.

Thus I want to die myself that you, my friends, may
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Iove the earth more for my sake; and to earth l want
to return tlat I may find rest in her who gave bidh to
me.

Verily, Zarathustra hacl a goal; he threw his ball:
now you, my friends, are the heirs of my goal; to you I
throw my golden ball. More than anything, I like to see
you, my friends, throwing the golden ball. And so I still
linger a little on the earth: forgive me for that.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON THE CIFT€IVING VIRTUE

1

When Zarathusha had said farewell to the town to
which his heart was attached, and which was named
The Motley Coq many who called themselves his dis-
ciples followed him and escorted. him. Thus they came
to a crossroads; then Zarathustra told them that he now
wanted to walk alone, for he liked to walk alone. His
disciples gave him as a farewell present a stafi with a
golden handle on which a serpent coiled around the
sun. Zarathustra was delighted with the stafi and leaned
on it; then he spoke t}lus to his disciples:

Tell me: how did gold attain the highest value? Be-
cause it is uncommon and useless and gleaming and
gentle in its splendor; it always gives itself. Only as the
image of the highest virtue did gold attain the highest
value. Goldlike gleam the eyes of the $ver. Golden
splendor makes peaee between moon and sun. Uncom-
mon is the highest virtue and useless; it is gleaming and
gentle in its splendor: a gift-giving virtue is the highest
virtue.

Verily, I have found you out my disciples: you strive,
as I do, for the gift-giving virtue. What would you have
in cpmmon with cats and wolves? This is your thirst: to
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become sacriffces and gifts yourselves; and that is why
you tl,irst to pile up all the riches ln your soul. Insatia-
bly your soul strives for treasures and gems, because
your virtue is insatiable in wanting to give. You force
all things to and into yourself that they may fow back
out of your well as the gifts of your love. Verily, such
a gift-giving love must approach all values as a robber;
but whole and holy I call this selffshness.

There is also another selffshness, an all-too-poor ancl
hungry one that always wants to steal-the selfishness
of the sick: sick selfishness. With the eyes of a thief it
looks at everything splendid; with the greed of hunger
it sizes up those who have much to eat; and always i1
sneaks around the table of those who give. Sickness
speaks out of guch craving and invisible degeneraHon;
the thievish greed of this selffshness speals of a diseased
body.

Tell me, my brothers: what do we consider bad and
worst of allP Is it not d,egmeration? And it is degenera-
tion that we always infer where the gift-giving soul is
Iacking. Upward goes ouf way, from genus to over,
genus. But we shudder at the degenerate sense which
says, 'Everything for me." Upward fies our sense: thus
it is a parable of our bodn a parable of elevation.
Parables of such elevations are the names of the virtues.

Thus the body goes through history, becoming and
fghting. And the spirit-what is that to the body? The
herald of its ffghts and victories, eompanion and echo
_ All names of good and evil are parables: they do not
deffne, they merely hint A fool is he who wants knowl-
edge of theml

Watch for every hour, my brothers, in which yorn
spirit wants to speak in parables: there lies the origin
of your virtue. There your body is elevated and resur-
rected; with its rapture it delights the spirit so that it
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tums creator and esteemer and lover and benefactor of,
all thing*

When yorn heart flows broad and full like a river, a
blessing and a danger to those living near: there is the
origin of your virtue.

When you are above praise and blame, and your will
wants to command all things, like a lover's will: there is
the origin of your virtue.

When you despise the ageeable and the softbed and
cannot bed yourself far enough from the soft: there is
the origin of your virtue.

When you will with a.single will and you call this
cessation of all need "necessilir there is the origin of
your virtue.

Verily, a new good and bdl is she. Veriln a new deep
nunmrr and the voice of a rlew welll

Power is she, this new virtue; a dominant thought is.
she, and around her a vrise soul: a golden surq and
around it the serpent of knowledge.

I

Here Zarathustra fell silent for e while and looked
lovingly at his disciples. Then he continued to speak
thus, and the tone of his voice had changed:

Remain faithful to the earth, my brothers, with the
power of your virtue. Let your gift-giving love and lour
knowledge serve the meaning of the earth. Thus I beg
and beseech you. Do not let them fly away from earthly
things and beat with their wings against eternal walls.
Alas, there has alwap been so much virtue that has
flown away. Lead back to the earth the virtue that flew
eway, as I do--$ack to the body, back to life, that it
tley give thC earth a meaning a human meaning.

In a hundred ways, thus far, have spirit as well as
virtue flown away and madc mishkgs. Alas, all this de-
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lusion and all these mistakes still dwell in our body:
they have there become body and will.

In a hundred ways, thus far, spirit as well as virtue
has tried and erred. Indeed, an experimerlt was man.
Alas, much ignorance and error have become body
within us.

Not only the reason of millennia, but their madness
too, breaks out in us. It is dangerous to be an heir. Still
we ffght step by step with the giant, accident; and over
the whole of humanity there has ruled so far only non-
sensF-no sense.

Let your spirit and your virtue serve the sense of the
earth, my brothers; and let the value of all things be
posited newly by you. For that shall you be ffghterst For
that shall you be creators!

With knowledge, the body puriffes itself; making ex-
periments with knowledge, it elevates itself; in the
lover of knowledge all instincts become holy; in the
elevated, the soul becomes gay.

Physician, help yourself: thus you help your patient
too. Let this be his best help that he may behold with
his eyes the man who heals himself.

There are a thousand paths that have never yet been
trodden-a tiousand healths and hidden isles of life.
Even now, man and mans earth are unexhausted and
undiscovered.

Wake and listen, you that are lonelyl From the future
come winds with secret wing-beats; and good tidings
are proclaimed to delicate ears. You that are lonely to-
day, you that are withdrawing, you shall one day be
t*re people: out oJ you, who have chosen yourselves,
there shall grow a chosen people-and out of them, the
overman. Verily, the earth shall yet become a site of
rec.,overy. And even now a new fragrance surounds ig
bringing salvatioeand a new hope.
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3
When Zarathustra had said these words he became

silent, Iike one who has not yet said his last word; Iong
he weighed his stafi in his hand, doubtfully. At last he
spoke thus, and the tone of his voice had changed.

Now I go alone, my disciples. You too go now, alone.
Thus I want it. Verily, I counsel you: go away from me
and resist Zarathustral And even better: be ashamed of
himl Perhaps he deceived you.

the man of knowledge must not only love his
€nemies, he must also be able to hate his friends.

One repays a teacher badly if one always remains
nothing but a pupil. And why do you not want to pluck
at my wreath?

You revere me; but what if your reverence tumbles
one day? Beware lest a statue slay you.

You say you believe in Zarathustra? But what matters
Zarathustra? You are my believers-but what matter all
believers? You had not yet sought yourselves: and you
found me. Thus do all believers; therefore all faith
arnounts to so little.

Now I bid you lose me and ffnd yourselves; and only
when you have all denied me will I return to you.

Veriln my brothers, with different eyes shall I then
seek my lost ones; with a &fferent love shall I then love
you.

And once again you shall become my friends and the
children of a single hope-and then shall I be with you
the third time, that I may celebrate the great noon with
you.

Antl that is the great noon when man stands in the
middle of his way between beast and overman and
celebrates his way to the evening as his highest hope:
for it is the way to a new morning.
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Then will he who goes under bless himself for being

one who goes over and beyond; and the sun of his
knowledge will stand at high noon for him.*Dead, are all gods: noo ue uant the ooennan to
ko{<n that great noon, let this be our last will.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

Thus Spoke Zarathustra: Second Part
. . . and only when ym.lwoe all il,enied me uiV
I return to gou.

VniI!, my brothers, uith diterent egbs shnll I
then seek my lnst ones; uith a different looe shall
I then looe you, (Zarathustra, *On the GiftGio-
ingVirtue," l, p. tgo)

EDrroR'B NoTEs

t. The Chlld uith the Minot Transition to Part Two with
its partly new style: 'A new speech comes to me. . . .
My spirit no longer wants to walk on worn soles.o
z, Upon the Blessed Isles: The creative life versus be[ef
in God: "God is a conjecture." The polemic against tho
opening lines of the ffnal chorus in Goelhe's Faast is taken
up again in the chapter "On Poetso (see comments, p. t$).
But the lines immediately following in praise oF imper-
manence and creation are thoroughly in the spirit of Coethe.
g, On the Pitying: A return to thi style of Part One and
a rrlajor statement of Nietzsche's ideas on pity, res$entixnent,
and repression,
4,- O_n Priests: Relatively mild, compared to dre portrait
of the priest in The AniichrM ffve y6ars later.
5. On. the -Yirtuous: A typology of difierent conceptions of
virtue, with vivisectional intent. Nietzsche denounces "the
fflth of the words: revenge, punishment, reward, retri-
bution," which he associaies with Christianity; but also
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that rigorism for which ovirtue ls the qpasm under
the scourgd' and those who 'call it virtue whm their
vices grow Iary." The pun on 'I am just" is, in German:
umn sie sagen: "lch bh getechti so kllngt es hnmer
gbich uie: "ich bln geriichtf'
6. On the Rabblp: The theme of Zarathustra's nausea is
developed ad. nauseam in later chapters. La Naus64o
speak in SarEe's terms-is one of his chief trials, and its
eventual conquest is his greatest triumph. 'I often grew
weary of the spirit when I found that even the rabble had
espdt'' may help to account for some of Nietzsche's remarls
elsewhere. Generally he celebrates the spirit-not in oppo-
sition to the body but as nrens sana hr corporc sanlo.
7, On the Torantulns: One of the central notifs of Nietz-
schet philosophy is stated in italics: 'that man be delivered
from revenge." In this chapter, dre claim of human equality
is criticized as an expression of the rcssentlmetrt of the sub-
equal.
8, On the Famous Wlse Men: One cannot serve two
masters: the people and the truth. The philosophers of
the past have too often rationalized popular prejudices. But
the service of truth is a passion and marlyrdom, for 'tpirit

is the life that itself cuts into lifer with its agony it
increases its own knowledge." The song of songs on tho
spirit in this chapter may seem to contradict Nietzsche's
insistence, in the chapter 'iOn the Despisers of the Body,"
that the spirit is a mere i:nstrument. Both themes are
central in Nietzsche's thought, and their apparent contra-
diction is partly due to the fact that both are stated meta-
phgrically. For, in trutlr, Nietzsche denies any crude dual-
ism of body and spirit as a popular prejudice. The life of
the spirit and the life of the body are aspects of a single
life. But up to a point the contradiction can also be resolved
nretaphorically: life uses the spirit against its present form
to attain a higher perfection. Marfs enhancement is
lnseparable from the spirit; but Nietzsche denounces the
occasional efiorts of the spirit to destroy life instead of
pruning it.
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* Tha Nlght Song: A,ight am I; ah, tlat I yere nightt"
rc, flu DarclngSong: L{e and wlsdom as jealous women.
n. The Tomb Song: ''Invulaerable am I only in tlo beel'
p. On Self-Ooercomfng: T7rc ffrst long discussion of the
will to power marks, together with the chapters 'On the
Pitying" and "On the Tarantulas," one of the high points
of Pa$ Two. Philosophicalln however, it raises many difr-
culties. ( See my Nletzsche,6, III. )
tg. On Those Who Are Sublhne: The doctrine of self-
overcoming is here guarded agatnst misunderstandings: far
from favoriug austere heroics, Nietzsche praises humor (ond
practices it: rvitness the whole of, Zorathustra, especially
Pa* Four) and, no less, gacefulness and graciousness.
The three sentences near the end, beginniag "Anil there
is nobody . . . : represent a wonderfullyconcise statement
of much of his philosophy.
:,4. On the Latd. of Educatbn: Against modern eclecticisur
and lack of style. "Rather would I be a day laborer in
Hades . . .': in t\e Odystey, the shade of Achilles would
rather be a day laborer on the smallest ffeld tbaa king of
all the dead ln Hadq. Tnrdhrffira abounds in sinilar
allusions. 'Everythtng ileseeves to perish," for example, is
an abbreviation of a dictum of Goethe's Mephistopheles.
r5. On Immacuhte Perception: Labored sexual imagery,
alrcady nctable in'The Dancing Song," keeps this critique
of detacirment from becoming incisive. Not arid but,
fudged by high standards, a mismatch of message and
metaphoi. Or put positively: something of a personal docu-
ment T irerefore tts German references to the sun ag
ferniuine have been retained in translatiou. 'Loving anil
perislfng (Lkben uil anteryehn)o do not rhyme in
German either.
16. On Scholarc: Nietzsche's, not Zaratllustral autobiog-
mPhy.
17. h Poets: T\is chapter ls full of allusiors to the ftnal
:ho"us in Goethe's Fcus?, which might be hanslated tlusl

What is deskuctible
Is but a parablei
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What fails ineluctably
The unileclarable,
Here it was seen,
Here it was action;
The Etemal-Feminine
Lures to per{ection.

r8. On Crcd Eoents: How succesdul lrietzsche's attempb
at narrative are is at least debatablo. Here tle story
oistracts &om bis statement of his anti-political aBitude.
Eut the curious mixture of the soleu and frivolous, myth
episasr, aud 'tow-wow," is of course entirely inteotioual.
Even the sinilarity between the ghost's cry and the words
of &e white rabbit in Allce hWonileilanil probably woulil
not have dismayed Nietzscho in tlre least.
tg The Sootlnaget In the chapter 'On the Adder's BitC
a brief parable introduces somo of Zaratlusba's ffuest say-
ings; but hero the parable is ofiered for its own sake and
we feel closer to Rimbaud thalr to Proverbs. the sootbsayer
rcappears in Part Foru.
zo. On Reilenplon: In the coucepdon of inverse crippla
anil the resrarks on revenge and punishment Zarathustra's
moral pathos reappears to rome extent; but the mooil ofi
the preceding chapta ffgures in bis subsequent reflection$
which lead up to, but *op short of, Nietzsche's notioq of
tho etemd recurrenc€ of tle samo events.
zl^. On Human Prudence: First: b€tter to be deceiveil
occasionally than always to watch out for deceivers. Secoad:
vanity ve,rsus pride. Third: meo today (r88g) are too
concemed about petty evil, but great things are possiblo
only where great evil is harnessecl
zz-The Stillest How: Zarathustra cannot yet get hinself
o proclaim tlo eternal recrureno€ anil hence ho lorrst
leaw io 6d€r to tipeo.-
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TITE CIIILD WITII TIIE MTRNON

Then Zarathustra returned again to the mountains
and to the solitude of his cave and withdrew from men,
waiting like a sower who has scattered his seed. But his
soul grew full of impatience and desire for tfiose whom
he loved, because he still had much to give them. For
this is what is hardest: to close the open hand because
one loves, and to keep a sense of shame as a giver.

Thus months and years passed for the solitary; but
his wisdom grew and caused him pain with its fullness.
One morning, however, he woke even before the dawn,
,reflected long, lying on his bed, and at last spoke to his
heart:

Why was I so starded io my dream that I awoke?
Did not a child step up to me, carrying a mirror? "O
Zarathusha," the child said to rne, "look at yourself in
the mirror." But when I looked into the mirror I cried
out, and my heart was shaken: for it was not myself I
saw, but a devil's grimace and scornful laughter. Veriln
all-too-well do f understand the sign and admonition of
the dream: my teaching is in danger; weeds pose as
wheat. My enemies have grown powerful and have dis-
torted my teaching till those dearest to me must be
a_shamed of the gifts I gave them. I have lost my friends;
the hour has come to seek mv lost ones.'

With these words Zarathustra leaped up, not lilre a
frightened man seeking air but rather aJ a seer and
singer who is mov-ed by the spirit. Amazed, his eagle
and his serpent looked_ at him; for, Iike dawn, a coming
happiness lay refected in his face.
_ What has happened to me, my animals? said Zara-

thustra. Have I not changed? Has not bliss eome to me
as a storm? My happiness is foolish and will say foolish
things: it is still young, so be patient with it. I am
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wounded by *y happiness: let all who suffer be my
physicians. I may go down again to my friends, and to
my enemies too. Zarathustra may speak again and give
and do what is dearest to those dear to him. My impa-
tient love overflows in rivers, downward, toward sunrise
and sunset. From silent mountains and thunderstorms
of suffering my soul rushes into the valleys.

Too long have I longed and looked into the distance.
Too long have I belongecl to loneliness; thus I have for-
gotten how to be silent. Mouth have I become through
and through, and the roaring of a stream from towering
cfiffs: I want to plunge my speech down into the val-
leys. Let the river of my love plunge where there is no
wayt How could a river fail to find its way to the sea?
Indeed, a lake is within me, solitary and self-sufficient;
but the river of my love carries it along, down to the
sea.

New ways I go, a new speech comes to me; weary I
grow, like all creators, of the old tongues. My spirit no
longer wants to walk on worn soles.

Too slowly runs all speech for me: into your chariot f
leap, storml And even you I want to whip with my

sarcasm. Like a cry and a shout of ioy I want to sweeP

over wide seas, till I find the blessed isles where my
friends are dwelling. And my enemies among theml

How I now love all to whom I may speakt My enemies
too are part of my bliss.

And when I want to mount my wildest horse, it is al-

ways my spear that helps me up besb as the ever-ready
seryant of my foot: the spear that I hurl against rny

enemies. How grateful I am to my enemies that I may

ffnally hurl itl
The tension of my cloud was too greatr between the

laughter of lightning bolts I want to throw showers of
hail into the depths. Violently my chest will expand,
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violently will it blow its stonn over the mountains and
thus find relief. Verily, like a storm come my happiness
and my freedom. But let my enemies believe that the
eoil one rages over their heads.

Indeed, you too will be frightened, my friends, by *y
wild wisdom; and perhaps you will flee from it, together
with my enemies. Would that I knew how to lure you
back with shepherds'flutesl lVould that my lioness, wis-
dom, might learn how to roar tenderlyl And many
things have we already learned together.

My wild wisdom became pregnant on lonely moun-
tains; on rough stones she gave birth to her young, her
youngest. Now she runs foolishly through the harsh
desert and seeks and seeks gentle turf-rny old wild
wisdom. Upon your hearts' gentle turf, my friends, upon
your love she would bed her most dearly beloved.

Thus spoke Zarathustra"

UPON TIIE BLESSED ISLES

The ffgs are falling from the trees; they are good and
sweet; and, as they fall their red skin bursts. I am a
north wind to ripe ffgs.

Thus, like ffgs, these teachings fall to you, my friends;
now consume their juice and their sweet meat. It is
iauhlmn about us, and pure sky and afternoon. Behold
what fullness there is about us! And out of such overllow
it is beautiful to look out upon distant seas. Once one
said God when one looked upon distant seas; but now
I have taught you to say: overman.

God is a conjecture; but I desire that yciur coniectures
should not reach beyond your creative will. Could you
creote a god? Then do not speak to me of any gods. But
you could well create the overman. Perhaps not you
yourselves, my brothers. But into fathers and forefathers
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of the overman you could re-create yourselves: and let
this be your best creation.

God is a conjecture; but I desire that your conjec-
tures should be limited by what is thinkable. Could you
think a god? But this is what the will to tnrth should
mean to you: that everything be changed into what is
thinkable for man, visible for man, feelable by man. You
should think ttuough your own senses to their conse-
quenc€s.

And what you have called world, that shall be created
only by you: your reasor\ your image, your will, your
love shall thus be realized. And verily, for your own
bliss, you lovers of knowledge.

And how would you bear life without this hope, you
lovers of knowledge? You could not have been born
either into the incomprehensible or into the irraHonal.

But let me reveal my heart to you entirely, my
friends: il there were gods, how could I endure not to
be a godl Hmce there are no gds. Though I drew this
conclusiorq now it draws me.

God is a conjechxe; but who could drain all the
agony of this conjecture without dyng? Shall his faith
be taken away from the creator, and from the eagle, his
soaring to eagle heights?

God is a thought that makes crooked all that is
straight, and makes turn whatever stands. How? Should
time be gone, and all that is impermanent a mere lie?
To think this is a dizry whirl for human bones, and a
vomit for the stomach; veriln I call it the turning sick-
ness to conjecture thus. Evil I call ig and misanthropic
-all this teaching of the One and the Plenum and the
Unmoved and the Sated and the Permanent. All the
permanent-that is only a parable. Anil the pgets lie
too much.

It is o-f "time and becoming lhat the best parables
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should speak: let them be a praise and a justiffcation of

-all impemalrnce.
Creation-that is the great redemption from suffering,

and lifet growing light. But that the creator may be,
sufiering is needed and much change. Indeed, there
must be much bitter dying in your life, you creators.
llhus are you advocates and justiffers of all imperma-
nence. To be the child who is newly born, the creator
must also want to be the mother who gives birt*r and
the pangs of the birth-giver.

Verily, through a hundred souls I have already passed
on my way, and through a hundred cradles and birth
pangs. Many a farewell have I taken; I know the heart-
rending last hours. But thus my creative will, my des-
tiny, wills it. Or, to say it more honestly: this veqy
destiny-my will wills.

Whatever in me has feeling, suffers and is in prison;
but my will always comes to me as my liberator and,
joy-bringer. Willing liberates: that is the true teaching
of will and Iibe*y-thus Zarathustra teaches it. Willing
no more and esteeming no more and creating no more-
oh, that this great weariness might always remain far
from mel'In knowledge too I feel only my will's joy in
begetting and becoming; and if there is innocence in
my knowledge, it is because the will to beget is in iL
Away from God and gods this will has lured me; what
could one create if gods existed?

But my fervent tii[ to create impels me ever 
"g"io I

toward man; thus is the hammer impelled toward the /
stone. O men, in the stone there sleeps an image I
the image of my images. Alas, that it must sleep in the
hardest, the ugliest stonel Now my hammer rages
cruelly against its prison.

what
came to me-the

I want to perfect it; for a
stillest and lightest of all
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things once came to me. The beauty of the ovennan
came to me as a shadow. O my brothers, what are the
gods to me now?

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON THE PITYINC

My friends, a gibe was related to your friend: 'Look

at Zarathusbat Does he not walk among us as if we

that is why he who is noble bids himself not to shame:
shame he imposes on himself before all who sufier.

Verily, I do not like them, the merciful who feel
blessed in their pity: they are lacking too much in
shame. If I must pity, at least I do not want it known;
and if I do pity, it is preferably from a distance.

I should also like to shroud my face and flee before
I am recognized; and thus I bid you do, rny friends.
Would that my destiny led those like you, who do not
sufier, across my way, and those with whom I *rl
shara hope and meal and honey. Verily,- I may have
done this and that for sufierers; but always I seemed to
have done better when I learned to feel better ioys. As
long as there have been men, man has felt too little ioy:
that alone, my brothers, is our original sin. And learning
better to feel jon we learn best not to hurt others or to
plan hurts for them.- 

Therefore I wash my hand when it has helped the



sufierer; therefore I wipe even my soul. Having seen the
sufierer sufier, I was ashamed for the sake of his shame;
and when I helped him, I transgressed griwously
against his pride.

does not malq-E€*'gldteful, but
vengeful; forgotten, it tums
into worm.

'fe in acceptingl Distinguish by aiieptingl"
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And also sinners and bad consciencesl Believe me' my

Thus I advise those who have nothing to give.
But I am a giver of gifts: I like to give, as a friend to

friends. Strangers, however, and the poor may them'
selves pluck the fruit from my tree: that will cause them
less shame.

But beggars shoyild be alrlished

w.*y"Yu':v
Ypnly,ir j.a
lnotto;{ve

But beggars shoyild be abglished 
"/f"ayl 

Y4rily, itla

?:iffi*y 
ityannoyty'hottofve

friends: the bite of conscience teaches men to bite.
Worst of all, however, are petty thoughts. Verily,

even evil deeds are better than petty thoughts.
To be sure, you say: 'The pleasure in a lot of petty

nastiness saves us from many a big evil deed." But here
one should not wish to save.

An evil deed is Iike a boil: it itches and initates and
breaks ope*-it spealcs honestly. "Behold, I am disease"
-thus speaks the evil deed; that is its honesty.

But a petty thought is like a fungus: it creeps and
stoops and does not want to be anywhere-until the
whoie body is rotten and withered with little fungi.

But to him who is possessed by the devil I whisper
this word: *Better for you to lear up your devill Even
for you there i! still a way to greatnessl"

My brothen, one knows a little too much about
everybody. And we can even see through some men and
yet we can by no means pcss tbrough them.
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It is difrcult to live with peofe because it is so difr'
cult to be silent And not against him who is repugnant
to us are we most unfar, but against him who is no
concem of ours.

But if you have a sufiering friend, be a resting place
for his snhering, but a hard becl as it were, a ffeld cot:
thus will you profft him best

Anil if-a friend does you evil, then say: 'I forgive
you what you did to me; but that you have done it to
yottrself-Low could I forgive thai?" Thus jP:ukt "U

8o' Q!
in the

ireat love: it overcomes ev-n forgiveness and pity.' 
on. ousht to hold on to one's heart; for if one ltOne ought to hold on to orre's for if one lets it

ifftf,i" the folly of the pitliigl wo9 to all who
urilhorrt havinr *heipht that is above their nitylwithout having a height that is pttyl

lfrus spokJthe dEvil to me once: "God too has hls
hell: thatis his love of man.- And most recently I heard
him say this: 'God is dead; Goil died of his pity for
man."

thus be wamed of pity: from there a heavy cloud
will yet come to manl Verily, r- understand weather
siens. But mark this too: all gieat love is even above all

id pity; for it still wants to create the beloved'
'tvtyself I sacriffce to my love,- nU *V neighbot as-

*ytrf7-rhus runs the speech of all creaton. But all

creators are hard.
T'hus spoke Zarathusba.

ON PNIESTS

Once Zarathustra gave his disciples a sign and spoke
these words to them:

"Here are priests; and though they are my enemies,
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pass by them silendy and with sleeping swords. Among
them too there are heroes; many of them have suffered
too much: therefore they want to make others sufier.

nTlrrey are evil enemiesl nothing is more vengeful
than their humility. And whoever attacks them, soils
himself easily. Yet my blood is related to theirs, and I
want to know that my blood is honored even in theirs.'

And when they had passed, pain seized Zarathustra;
and he had not wrestled long with his pain when he
began to speak thus:

I am moved by compassion for these priests. I also
ffnd them repulsive; but that matters least of all to me
since I have been among men. But I sufier and have
suffered with them: prisoners they are to me, and
marked men. He whom they call Redeemer has put
them in fetters: in fetters of false values and delusive
words. Would that someone would yet redeem them
from their Redeemerl

Once when the sea cast them about they thought
they were landing on an island; but behold, it was a
sleeping monster. False values and delusive words: these
are the worst monsters for mortals; long does calamity
sleep and wait in them. But eventually it comes and
wakes and eats and devours what built huts upon it.
Behold these huts which these priests builtt Churches
they call their sweet-smelling caves. Oh, that falsiffed
Iightl That musty airl Here the soul is not allowed to
soar to its height. For thus their faith commands:'Crawl up the stairs on your knees, ye sinnerst"

Verily, rather would f see even the shameless than
the conto$ed eyes of their shame and devotionl Who
created for themselves such caves and stairwavs of re-
pentance? Was it not such as wanted to hide thlmselves
and were ashamed before the pure sky?

And only when the pure sky again loo}s through
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broken ceilings and dolvn upon grass and red poppies
near broken walls, will I again tum my heart to ths
abodes of this god.

They have called 'Gocl" what was contrary to them
and gave them pain; and verily, there was much of the
heroic in their adoration. And they did not know how
to love their god except by crucifying man.

As corpses they meant to live; in black they decked
out their coqpses; out of their speech, too, I still smell
the bad odor of death chambers. And whoever lives
near them lives near black ponds out of which an

- . ominous frog sings its song with sweet melancholy.
-f-fThey would have to sing better songs for me to learn
Hto have faith in their Redeemer: and his disciples would
dlt,lhave to look more redeemedl
rgdt? Naked would I see them: for only beauty shohld

preach repentance. But who would be persuaded by
this muffied melancholy? Veriln their redeemers them-
selves did not come out of freedom and the seventh
heaven of freedorn. Verily, they themselves have never
walked on the carpets of knowledge. Of gaps was the
spirit of these redeemers made up; but into every gap
they put their delusion, their stopgap, which they called
God.

Their qpirit was drowned. in their pity; and when
they were swollen and overswollen with pity, it was al-
ways a great folly that swam on top. Eagerly and with
much shouting they drove their herd over their path; as
if there were but a single path to the future. Verily,
these shepherds themselves belonged among the sheep.
Small spirits and spacious souls these shepherds had;
but my brothers, what small domains have even the
most spacious souls proved to be so farl

Thb@"y$"ywalked,
and theirllpraughf that with blo--od-oneproved truth.
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But blood is the worst witness of truth; blooil poisons
even tle purest doctrine and turns it into delusion and
hatred of the heart. And if a man goes through ffre for
his doctrine-what does that proveP Verily, it is more
if vour own doctrine comes out of your own ffre.'l 

*lty heart and a cold head: *i"t" these two meet
there arises the roaring wind, the "Redeemer." There
have been greater ones, verily, and more highborn than
those whom the people call redeemers, those roaring
winds which carry away. And you, my brothers, must
be reileemed from still greater ones than all the redeem-
ers if you would find the way to freedom.

Never yet has there been an overrnan. Naked I saw
both the greatest and the smallest man: they are still
all-too-similar to each other. Verily, even the greatest I
found all-too-human.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

. ON TIIE VINTUOUS

Slack and sleeping senses must be addressed with
thunder and heavenly ffreworks. But the voice of beauty
speals gently: it creeps only into the most awakened
souls. Gently trembled and laughed my shield today;
that is the holy laughter and tremor of beauty. About
you, the virtuous, my beauty laughed today. And :|lrus
its voice came to me: "They still want to be paid."

You who are virtuous still want to be paidl Do puli
want rewards for virtue, and heaven for earth, and the lf
etemal for your today? ll

And now are you angry with me because I teach ttrat '

there is no reward and paymaster? And-verily, I doAot

Alas, that is my sorrow: they have lied reward and
punishment into the foundation of things, and now also
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into the foundation of your souls, you who are virtuous.
But like the boar's snout, my words shall tear open the
foundation of your souls: a plowshare will I be to you.
All the secrets of your foundation shall come to light;
and when you lie uprooted and broken in the sun, then
will your lies also be separated from your truths.

For this is your truth: you are too pure f.or the fflth
.of the words: revenge, punishment, reward, retribution.
fYou love your virtue as a mother her child; but when
lhas a mother ever wished to be paid for her tove? Your
f virtue is what is dearest to you. The thirst of the ring
lives in you:.every ring sbives and turns to reach itself
again. And like a ilying star is every work of your vir-
tue: its light is always sUll on its way and it wanders-
and when will it no longer be on its way? Thus the
light of your virtue is still on its way even when the
work has been done. Though it be forgotten and dead,
tbe ray of its Iight still lives and wanders. That your
virtue is your self and not something foreign, a skin, a
cloak, that is the truth from the foundation of your souls,
you who are virhrous.

I Yet there are those for whom virtue is the spasm un-
der the scourge, and you have listened to their clamor

r too much.
I e"a there are others who call it virtue when their
I vices grow lazy; and, when their hatred and jealousy
shetch their limbs for once, then their *justice" comes
to life and rubs its sleepy eyes.

And there are others who are drawn downward: their
devils draw them. But the more they sink, the more
fervently glow their eyes and their lust for their god.
Alas, their clamor too has reached your ears, you who
are virtuous: "What I am not, that, that to me are God
end virtuel"

And there are others who come along, heavy and
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creaking like carts carrying stones downhill: they talk
much of dignity and virtue-they call their brake vir-
tue.

And there are others who are like cheap clocks that
must be wound: they tick and they want the Uck-tock
to be called virtue. Verily, I have my pleasure in these:
wherever I ftnd such clocks, I shall wind and wound
them with mymockery, and they shall whir for me,

And others are proud of their handful of iustice anrl
commit outrages against its sake, till the

how ill the word.world is drowned in
virtue comes out of theii
oI am just," it always soun

And when theyrs Out Ot therr moutnsfAnd \Mnen they say,
it always sounds Iike'I am just-revenged.'

With their virtue they want to scratch out the eyes of
their enemies, and they exalt themselves only to hrrrrble
others.

And then again there are such as sit in their swamp
and spealc thus out of the reeds: 'Virhre-that is sitting
still in a swamp. We bite no one and avoid those who
want to bite; and in all things we hold the opinion that
is given to us."

And then again there are zuch as love gestures and,
think that virtue is some kind of gesture. Their knees
always adore, and their hands are hymns to virtue, but
&eir heart knows nothing about it.

And then again there are such as consider it virhre
to _say, 

'Virtue is necessary"; but at bottom they believe
only that the police is necessary.

And some who cannot see what is high in man call it
virtue that they see all-too-closely what is low in man:
thus they call their evil eye virtue.

And some want to be ediffed and elevated, and ttey
call that virtue, while others want to be bowled ovei,
and they call that virtue too.

And thus almost all believe that they have a share in
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virtue; and at the very least everyone wants to be an
expert on good and evil

Yet Zarathustra d"id not come to say to all these liars
and fools: 'What do you know of virtue? What could
you know of virtue?"

Rather, that you my friends, might grow weary of
the old words you have leamed from the fools and liars.

Weary of the words: reward, retribution, punishment,
and revenge in iusticc.

Weary of saying: what makes an act good is that it
ls unselfish.

Oh, my friends, that your self be in your deed as the
mother is in her child-let that be your word concern-
ing virtuel

Veriln I may have taken a hundred words from you
and the dearest toys of your virtue, and now you are
angry with me, as children are angry. They played by
the sea, and a wave came and carried ofi their toy to the
depths: now they are crying. But the same wave shall
bring them new toys and shower new colorful shells be-
fore them. Thus they will be comforted; and like them,
you too, my friendg shall have your comforting*and
new colorful shells.

Thus spoke Zarathustra"

ON TrIE NABBLE

Life is a well of joy; but where the rabble drinks too,
allwells are poisoned. I am fond of all that is clean, but
I bave no wish to see the grinning snouts and the thirst
of the unclean. They cast their eye into the well: now
their revolting smile shines up out of the well. They
have poisoned the holy water with their lustfulness; and
when-they called their dirty dreams -pleasurei tley
poisoned the language too. The flame is vexed when
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their moist hearts come near the ffre; the spirit itself
seethes and. smokes where the rabble steps neat the ffre.
In their hands all fruit grows sweetish and overmellow;
their glance makes the fruit tree a prey of the wind and
withers its crown.

And some who tumed away from life only tumed
away from the rabble: they did not want to share well
and flame and fruit with the rabble.

And some who went into the wilderness and suffered
thirst with the beasts of prey merely did not want to sit
around the cistem with filthy camel drivers.

And some who came along like annihilaton and like
a hailstorm to all orchards merely wanted to put a foot
into the gaping iaws of the rabble to plug up its throat.

The bite on which I gaggeil the most is not the
knowledge that Me itself requires hostility and death
and torture-crosses-but once f asked, and f was almost
choked by -y guesHon: What? does life require even
the rabbleP fue poisoned wells reguired, and stinking
ffres and soiled dreams and maggots in the bread of life?
_ Not my hatred but my nausea gnawed hungrily at my
life. Alas, I often grew weary of the spirit when I found
that even the rabble had euprit. And I turned my back
on those who rule when I saw what they now call rul-
ing: higgling and haggling for power-with the rabble.
I have lived with closed ears among people with foreign
tongues: would. that the tongue of their higgling and
their haggling for power might remain foreign to me.
And, holding my nose, I walked disgruntled through all
o_f yesterday and today: verily, all of yesterday and to-
day smells foul of the writing rabble.

Like a cripple who has become deaf and blind and
dumb: thus have I lived for many years lest I live with
&e- power-, _witi"g- and pleasure-rabble. Laboriously
and cautiously my spirit climbed steps; alms of pleasurb
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were its refreshment; and life crept along for the blind
as on a cane.

What was it that happened to me? How did I recleern
myself from nausea? Who reiuvenated my sight? How
did I fly to the height where no more rabble sits by the
well? Was it my nausea itself which created wings for
me and water-divining powers? Verily, I had to fly to
the highest spheres that I might ffnd the fount of pleas-
ure again.

Oh, I found it, my brotherst Here, in the highest
spheres, the fount of pleasure wells up for met And here
is a life of which the rabble does not drink.

You fow for me almost too violently, fountain of
pleasure. And often you empty tlle cup again by want-
ing to fill it. And I must still learn to approach you more
modestly: all-too.violendy my heart still flows toward
you-my heart, upon which my summer bums, short
hot, melancholy, overblissful: how my summer-heart
craves your coolnessl

Gone is the hesitant gloom of my springl Gone the
malice of my snowflakes in Junel Summer have I be'
csme entirel/, and summer noont A summer in the
highest spheres with cold wells and blissful silence: oh,
ceme, my friends, that the silencp may become still
more blissfull

F'or this is our height and our home: we live here too
high and steep for all the unclean and their thirst. Cast
your pure eyes into the well of my pleasure, friendst
Hou'ihould that make it muddy? It shall laugh back at
you in its own purity.- 

On the tree, Future, we build our nest; and in our
solitude eagles shall bring us nourishment in their beaks.
Verily, no nourishment which the unclean might shate:
they would think they were devouring ffre and they
would burn their mouths. V".tly, we keep no homes
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here for the unclean: our pleasure would be an ice cave
to their bodies and their spirits.

And we want to live over them like strong winds,
neighbors of the eagles, neighbors of the snow, neighl
bors of the sun: thus live strong winds. And like a wind
I yet want to blow among them one dan and with my
spirit take the breath of their spirit: thus my future
wills it.

Veriln a strong wind is Zarathustra for all who are
low; and this counsel he gives to all his enemies and all
who spit and spewr "Beware of spitting agaitwt tbe
windl"

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

,  ON THE TANANTULAS

Behold, this is the hole of the tarantula. Do you want
to see the tarantula itself? Here hangs its web; touch it,
that it tremblel

There it comes willingly: welcome, tarantulal Your
hiangle and symbol sits black on your back; and I also
know what sits in your soul. Revenge sits in your soul:
wherever you bite, black scabs grow; your poison makes
the soul whirl with revenge.

thus I speak to you in a parabl+you who malce
souls whirl, you preachers of equality. To me you are
tarantulas, and secretly vengeful. But I shall bring your
secrets to light; therefore I laugh in yow faces with my
laughter of the heights. Therefore I tear at your webs,
that your rage may lure you out of your lie-holes and
your revenge may leap out from behind your word ius-
tice. For that man be d.elioered ftom reoenge, that is
for me the bridge to the highest hope, and a rainbow
after long storms.

The tarantulas, of course, would have it otherwise.
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'Vfhat justice means to us is precisely that the world be
fflled with the storms of our revenge"-thus they speak
to each other. "We shall wreak vengeance and abuse on
all whose equals we are not"-thus do the tarantula-
hearts vow. 'nnd will to equality' shall henceforth be
the name for virtue; and against all that has power we
want to raise our clamorl"

You preachers of equality, the tyrannomania of im-
potence clamors thus out of you for equality: your most
secret ambitions to be tvrants thus shroud themselves
in words of virtue. Aggiieved conceit, repressed envy
-perhaps the conceit and envy of your fathers-erupt
from you as a flame and as the frenzy of revenge.

What was silent in the father speaks in the son; and
often I found the son the unveiled secret of the father.

They are like enthusiasts, yet it is not the heart that
ffres them-but revenge. And when they become ele-
gant and cold, it is not the spirit but envy that makes
them elegant and cold. Their jealousy leads them even
on the paths of thinkers; and this is the sign of their

iealousy: they always go too far, till their weariness
must in the end lie down to sleep in the snow. Out of
every one of their complaints sounds revenge; in their
praise there is always a sting, and to be a judge seems
bliss to them.

But thus I counsel you, my friends: Mistrust all in
whom the impulse to punish is powerful. They are peo-
ple of a low sort and stock; the hangman and the blood-
hound look out of their faces. Mistrust all who talk
much of their iustice! Verily, their souls lack more than
honey. And when they call themselves the good and the
just, do not forget that they would be pharisees, if only
they had-power.

My friends, I do not want to be mixed up and con-
fused with others. Some preach my doctrine of life and
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are at the same time preachers of equality and taran'
tulas. Although they are sitting in their holes, these
poisonous spiders, with their backs turned on life, they
ipeak in favor of life, but only because they wish to
hurt They wish to hurt those who now have power, for
among these the preaching of death is still most at
home. If it were otherwise, the tarantulas would teach
otherwise; they themselves were once the foremost slan-
derers of the world and bumers of heretics.

I do not wish to be mixed up and confused with
ttrese preachers of equality. For, to rne justice speaks
thus: "Men are not egual." Nor shall they become
equal! What would my love of the overman be if I
spoke otherwise?

On a thousand bridges and paths they shall throng
to the future, and ever more war and inequality shall
divide them: thus does my great love make me spealc
In their hostilities they shall become inventors of images
and ghosts, and with their images and ghosts they shall
yet ffght the highest ffght against one another. Good
and evil, and rich and poor, and high and low, and all
the names of value*arms shall they be and clattering
signs that life must overcome itself again and again.

Life wants to build itself up into the heights with
pillars and steps; it wants to look into vast distances
and out toward stirring beauties:. therefoie it requires
height. And because it requires height, it requires steps
and contradiction among the steps and the climbers.
Life wants to climb and to overcome itself climbing.

And behold, my friendsr here where the tarantula
has its hole, the ruins of an ancient temple rise; behold
it with enlightened eyesl Verily, the man who onee
piled his thoughts to the sky in these stones-he, like
the wisest, knew the secret of all life. That struggle and.
inequality are present even in beauty, and also war for
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power and more power: that is what he teaches us here
in the plainest parable. How divinely vault and arches
break through each other in a wrestling match; how
they strive against each other with light and shade,
r}re godlike strivers-with such assurance and beauty
let us be enemies too, my friendsl Let us strive against
one another like gods.

Alas, then the tarantula, my old enemy, bit me. With
godlike assurance and beauty it bit my ftnger. "Punish-
ment there must be and justice," it thinks; "and here he
shall not sing songs in honor of enmity in vain.'

Indeed, it has avertged itself. And alas, now it wlll
make my soul, too, whirl with revenge. But to keep me
from whirling, my friends, tie me tight to this column.
Rather would I be a stfite even, than a whirl of re-
venge.

Verily, Zarathustra is no cyclone or whirlwind; and
if he is a dancer, he will never dance the tarantella"

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON T I IE  FAMOUS WISE  MEN

You have served the people and the
the people, lil yoo famous wise

on of
truth.not

And-that is t'recisely why you were accorded respect.
And that is also why your lack of faith was tolerated:
it was a ioke and a circuitous route to the people. Thus
the master lets his slaves have their way and is even
amused by their pranls.

But the free spirit, the enemy of fetters, the non-
adorer who dwells in the woods, is as hateful to the
people as a wolf to dogs. To hound him out of his lair
lthat is what the peolle have ever called'a sense of
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decency"; ano dgainst him the people still set their
flercest dogs.

'Truth is there: after all, the people are theret Let
those who seek bewaret"-these words have echoed
thr_ough the ages. You wanted to prove your people
right in -their reverence: that is what you called 'will

to truth,' you famous wise men. And your hearts ever
said to themselves: *From among the people I came,
and from there too the voice of God cime to me. As
the people's advocates you have always been stifi-necked
and clever like asses.

_ And many-who -were powerful and wanted, to get
along smoothly with the people harnessed in froniof
their horses a little ass, a famous wise man.

And now I should wish, you famous wise men, that
you rvould at long last throw ofi the lion's skin corn-
pletely. The skin of the beast of prey, mottled, and the
mane of those who search, seek, and conquer.

Oh, to make me beheve in your 'truthfulness. you
would ffrst have to break your revering will.

Truthful I call him who goes into godless deserts,
having_ broken his revering hiart. In tG yeilow sands,
hl"n"d by the sun, he squints thirstily it the islands
abounding in wells, where living thingj rest under dark
trees. Yet his thirst does not persuade him to become
like these, dwelling in comfort; for where there arc
oases there are also idols.

Hungry, violent, lonely, godless: thus the lion-will
wants itself. l-ree from the happiness of slaves, re-
deemed from gods and adoratioris, fearless and fear-
inspiring, great and lonely: such is the will of the truth-
ful.

It rvas ever in the desert that the truthful have dwelt,
the free spirits, as masters of the desert; but in the
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cities dwell the well-fed, famous wise men-the beasts
of burden. For, as asses, they always pull the people's
cart. Not that I am angry with them for thatr but for
me they remain such as serve and work in a harness,
even when they shine in harnesses of gold. And often
they have been good servants, worthy of praise. For thus
speaks virtue: "If you must be a servant, seek him who
proffts most from your service. The spirit and vidue of
your master shall grow by your being his servant: then
you yourself will grow with his spirit and his virhre."
And verily, you famous wise men, you servants of the
people, you yourselves have grown with the spirit and
virtue of the peopl*and the people through you. In
your honor I say this. But even in your virtues you re-
main for me part of the people, the dumb-eyed people
-the people, who do not know what spirit is.

Spirit is the life that itself cuts into life: with its own
agony it increases its own knowledge. Did you know
that?

And the happiness of the spirit is this: to be anointed
and through tears to be consecrated as a sacriffcial
animal. Did you know that?

And the blindness of the blind and their seeking and
groping shall yet bear witness to the power of the sun,
into which they have looked. Did you know that?

And the lover of knowledge shall learn to build with
mountains. It meirns little that the spirit moves moun-
tains. Did you know that?

You know only the spark of the spirit, but you do not
see the anvil it is, nor the cruelty of its hammer.

Verily, you do not know the pride of the spirit! But
even less would you endure the modesty of the spirit,
if ever. it would speak.

And you have never yet been able to cast your spirit
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into a pit of snow: you are not hot enough for that
Hence you also do not know the ecstasies of its cold-
ness.

In all things, however, you act too familiarly with the
spirit and you have often made wisdom into a poor-
house and a hospital for bad poets.

You are no eagles: hence you havenever experienced
tle happiness that is in the terror of the spirit. And he
who is not a bird should not build his nest over abysses.

You are lukewarm to me, but all profound knowledge
fows cold. Ice cold are the inmost wells of the spirit:
refreshing for hot hands and men of action. You stand
tlere honorable and still and with straight backs,, you
famous wise men: no strong wind and will drives you.

Have you never seen a sail go over the sea, roundecl
and taut and trembling with the violence of the wind?
Like the sail, trembling with the violence of the spirit,
my wisdom goes over the sea-my wild lvisdom.

But you seryants of the people, you famous wise
men-how could you go with me?

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

T I I E  N I G H T  S O N G

Night has come; now all fountains speak more loudly.
And my soul too is a fountain.

Night has come; only now all the songs of lovers
awaken. And my soul too is the song.of a lover.

Something unstilled, unstillable is within me; it wants
to be voiced. A craving for love is within me; it speaks
the language of love.

Light am I; ah, that I were nightl But this is my
loneliness that I am girt with light. rth, that I were dark
and nocturnall How I would suck at the breasts of lightl
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And even you would I bless, you little sparkling stars
and glowworms up there, and be overjoyed with your
gifts of light.

But I live in my own light; I drink back ilto mysglf
the fames that break out of me. I do not krrow the
happiness of those who receive; and I have often
driimed that even stealing must be more blessed than
receiving. This is my poverty, that my hand never rests
from giving; this is my envy, that I see rvaiting eyes-and
the lit-up nights of longing. Oh, wretchedness of all
givers! dh, darkening of my sun! Oh, craving to cravel
Oh, ravenous hunger in satiation!
. Th.y receive fiom me, but do I touch their souls?
llhere-is a cleft betrveen giving and receiving; and the
narrow'est cleft is the last to be bridged. A hunger grows
out of my beauty: I should like to hurt those for whom
I shine; i should like to rob those to whom I give; thus
do I hunger for malice. To withdraw my hand when
the other-hand already reaches out to it; to linger like
the rvaterfall, which lingers even while it plunges: thus
do I hunger for malice. Such revenge my fullness plots:
such spit-e wells up out of my loneliness. IMy hapainess
in giving died in gving; my virtue tired of itself in its
over{low.

The danger of those who always give is -t!"t tlul
lose their sinse of shame; and the heart and hand of
those who always mete out become callous from always
meting out. My eye no longgr wells over at the shame
of thoie who beg; my hand has grown too hard for the
trembling of fflJd hands. Where have ihe tears of my
eyer gon-e and the down of my hea$?--Oh-, the loneliness
oi all-givers! Oh, the taciturnity of all wh-o shine!

Many suns revolve in the void: to all that is dark
thev srreak with their light-to me they are silent. Oh,
this is^ the enmity of the light against rvhat shines:
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merciless it moves in its orbit Unjust in its heart against
all that shines, cold against suns-thus moves every sun

the suns fly like a storm in their orbits: that is their
motion. They follow their inexorable will: that is theh
coldness.

Oh, it is only you, you dark ones, you nocturnal ones,
who create warmth out of that which shines. It is only
you who drink milk and refreshment out of the udders
of light

Alas, ice is all around me, my hand is burned by the
icy. Alas, thirst is within me that languishes after your
thirst.

Night has come: alas, that I must be lightl And thirst
for the nocturnalt And lonelinessl

Night has comer now my craving brealcs out of me
$ke a well; to speak I crave.

Night has come; nolv all fountains speak more loudly.
And my soul too is a fountain.

Night has come; now all the songs of lovers awake'n.
And my soul too is the song of a lover.

thus sang Zarathustra.

THE DANCING SONC

One evening Zarathustra walked through a forest
with his disciples; and as he sought a well, behold, he
oame upon a green meadow, silently sunounded by
trees and shrubs, and upon it girls were dancing with
each other. As soon as the girls recognized Zarathustra
they ceased dancing. But Zarathustra walked up to
them with a friendly gesture and spoke these words:

"Do not cease dancing, you lovely girlsl No killjoy
has come to you with evil eyes, no enemy of girls, God's
advocate am I before the devil: but the devil is the
spirit of gravity. How could I, you lighdooted ones, be
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an enemy of godUke dances? Or of girH feet with
pretty ankles?

olndeed, I am a forest and a night of dark trees: but
he who is not afraid of my darkness will also ffnd rose
slopes under my cypresses. And he will also ffnd the
little god whom girls like best: beside the well he lies,
still, with his eyes shut. Verily, in bright daylight he
fell asleep, the sluggard! Diil he chase after butterflies
too much? Do not be angry with me, you beautiful
dancers, if I chastise the little god a bit. He may cry
and weep-but he is laughable even when he weeps.
And with tears in his eyes he shall ask you for a dance,
and I myself will sing a song for his dance; a danc-
ing and mocking song on the spirit of gravity, my su-
preme and most powerful devil, of whom they say that
he is 'the master of the world.''

And this is the song that Zarathustra sang while
Cupid and the girls danced together:

Into your eyes f looked recently, O lifel And into
the unfathomable I then seemed to be sinking. But
you pulled me out with a golden fishing rod; and you
laughed mockingly when I called you unfathomable.

"Thus runs the speech of all ffsh," you said; "what
theg do not fathom is unfathomable. But I am merely
changeable and wild and a woman in every way, and
not virtuous-even if you men call me profound, faith-
ful, eternal, and mysterious. But you men always pre-
sent us with your own virfues, O you virtuous menl"

Thus she laughed, the incredible one; but I never
believe her and her laughter when she speaks ill of
herself.

And when I talked in conffdence with my wild wis-
dom she said to me in anger, "You will, you want, you
love-that is the only reason why you ptaiseliie," Thet
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I almost answered wickedly and told the angry woman
the truth; and there is no more wicked answer than
telling one's wisdom the truth.

For thus matters stancl among the three of us: Deeply
I love only Ufe-anil verily, most of all when I hate Me.
But that I am well disposed toward wisdom, and often
too well, that is because she reminds me so much of
life. She has her eyes, her laugh, and even her little
golden ffshing rod: is it my fault that the two
look so similar?

And when life once asked me, *Who is this wisdomP
I answered ferventln 'Oh yes, rvisdomt One thirsts
after her and is never satisffed; one looks through veils,
one grabs through nets. Is she beautiful? How shoulil
I know? But even the oldest carps are baited with her.
She is changeable and stubborn; often I have seen hm
bite her lip and comb her hair against the grain. Per-
haps she is evil and false and a female in every way;
but just when she speals ill of herself she is most
seductive."

When I said this to life she laughed sarcastically and
closed her eyes. "Of whom are you speaking?" she
asked; "no doubt, of me. And even if you are right
-should tlut be said to my face? But now speak of
your wisdom too."

Ah, and then you opened your eyes again, O beloved
life. And again I seemed to myself to be sinking into
the unfathomable.

Thus sang Zarathustra. But when the dance was over
and the girls had gone away, he grew sad.

'rThe sun has set long ago," he said at last; *the

meadow is moist, a chill comes from the woods. Some-
thing unknown is around me and looks thoughtful.
What? Are you still alive, Zarathustra?
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'Why? What for? By what? Whither? Where? How?

Is it not folly still to be alive?
'Alas, my friends, it is the evening that asks thus

tlrough me. Forgive me my sadness. Evening has come;
forgive me that evening has come.o

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

THE TOMB SONG

"There is the isle of tombs, the silent isle; there too
are the tombs of my youth. There I wish to carry an
cvergreen wreath of life." Resolving this in my heart I
crossed the sea.

O you visions and apparitions of my youthl O all you
glances of love, you divine momentsl How quickly
you died. Today I recall you like dead friends. From
yoq my dearest friends among the deacl, a sweet scent
cgmes to me, loosening heart and tears. Verily, it per-
ttrbs and loosens the heart of the lonely seafarer. I am
still the richest and most enviable-I, the loneliestt For
once I possessed you, and you still possess me: say, to
whom fell, as to me, zuch rose apples from the bough?
I am still the heir of your love and its soil, florvering
in remembrance of you with motley wild virtues, O
you most loved ones.

Alas, we were fashioned to remain close to each
other, you fair and strange wonders; and you came to
me and my craving, not like shy birds, but like trusting
ones to him who tusts. Indeed, fashioned fot loyalty,
like myself, and for tender eternities-I must now call
you after your disloyalty, you divine glances and mo-
ments: I have not yet learned any other name. Verily,
you have died too soon for me, you fugitives. Yet you
did not fee from me, nor did I fee from you: we are
equally innocent in our disloyalty.
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To kill me, they strangled you, songbirds of my

hopes. Indeed, after you, my dearest friends, malice
has ever shot its arrows-to hit mg heart. And it hitl
For you have always been closest to my heart, my pos-
session and what possessed me: that is why you had
to die young and all-too-eaiy, The arrow was shot at
my most wlnerable possession-at you, whose skin is
like down and even more like a smile that dies of a
glance.

But this word I want to speak to my enemies: What
is all murder of human beings compared to that which
you have done to me? What you have done to me is
more evil than any murder of human beings; you have
taken from me the irretrievable: thus I speak to you,
my enemies. For you murdered the visions and dearest
wonders of my youth. My playmates you took from me,
the blessed spirits. In their memory I lay down this
wreath and this curse. This curse against you, my ene-
mies! For you have cut short my eternal bliss, as a tone
that breaks ofi in a cold night. Scarcely as the gleam of
divine eyes it came to m*passing swiftly as a glance.

Thus spoke my purrty once in a fair hour: 'All beings
shall be divine to me.' Then you assaulted me with
ftlthy ghosts; alas, where has this fair hour fled now?

"All days shall be holy to ms'-*1us said the wisdom
of my youth once; verily, it was the saying of a gay wis-
dom. But then you, my enemies, stole my nights from
me and sold them into sleepless agony; alas, where has
this gay wisdom fled now?

Once I craved h"ppy omens from the birds; then you
led a monster of an owl across my way, a revolting one.
Alas, where did my tender desire flee then?

All nausea I once vowed to renounce: then yor
changed those near and nearest me into pubid boils.
Alas, where did my noblest vow fee then?
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I once walked as a blind man along blessed paths;
then you threw fflth in the path of the btnd man, and
now his old footpath nauseates him.

And when I did what was hardest for me and cele-
brated the triumph of my overcomings, then you made
those who loved me scream that I was hurting them
most

Verily, this was always your practice: you galled my
best honey and the industry of my best bees. To my
charity you always dispatched the most impudent beg-
gars; around my pity you always pushed the incurably
shameless. Thus you wounded my virtue in its faith.
And whenever I laid down for a sacriffce even what
was holiest to me, your 'piety' immediately placed its
fatter gifts alongside, and in the fumes of your fat what
was holiest to me suffocated.

And once I wanted to dance as I had never danced
before: over all the heavens I wanted to dance. Then
you persuaded my dearest singer. And he struck up a
horrible dismal tune; alas, he tooted in my ears like a
gloomy horn. Murderous singer, tool of malice, utost
innocent yourself! I stood ready for the best dance,
when you murdered my ecstasy with your sounds. Only
in the dance do I know how to tell the parable of the
highest things: and now my highest parable remained
unspoken in my limbs. My highest hope remained un-
spoken and unredeemed. And all the visions and con-
solations of my youth &edl How did I endure it? How
did I get over and overcome such wounds? How did
my soul rise again out of such tombsP

fndeed, in me there is something invulnerable and
unburiable, something that explodes rock: that is rng
urill. Silent and unchanged it strides through the yean.
It would walk its way on my feet, my old will, and its
mind is hard of heart and invulnerable.
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Invulnerable am I only in the heel. You are still alive

and your old self, most patient one. You have still
broken out of every tomb. What in my youth was un-
redeemed lives on in you; and as life and youth you
sit there, full of hope, on yellow ruins of tombs.

Indeed, for me, you are still the shatterer of all
tombs. Hail to thee, my willl And only where there are
tombs are there resurrections.

Thus sang Zarathustra.

ON SELF .OVERCOMING

'\Mill to truth," you who are wisest call that which
impels you and fflls you with lustP

A will to the thinkability of all beings: this f cal
your wi!I. You want to make all being thinkable, for
y-ou_d9gbt with wgll-jounded suspicion that it is already
thinkable. But it shall yield and bend for you. Thus your
will wants it. It shall become smooth and servs the
sp5t as its, minor and reflection. That is your whole
will,-yog wh9 are_ wisest: a will to power-when you
speak of good and evil too, and of valuauons. you idll
want to create the world before which vou can kneel:
that is your ultimate hope and intoxicati,on.

The unwise, of course, the peopl*they are like a
river on which a bark drifts; and in the bark sit the
valuations, solemn and muffied up. Your will and your
vallations you have placed on the rtver of becoming;
and what the people believe to be good and evil, thit
behays to me an ancient will to power.
- It_wa-s yoq who are wisest who placed such guests in

th\ bark a1d gave them pomp and proud names-you
3"q ryq dominant will. Wow the river carries your
bark farther; it has to carry it. It avails nothing thai the
broken wave foams and angrily opposes the keel. Not
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tte river is your danger and the end of your good and
evil, you who are wisest, but that will itself, the will
to power-the unexhausted procreative will of life.

But to make you understand my word concerning
good and evil, I shall now say to you my word con-
cerning life and the nature of all the living.

I pursued the living; I walked the widest and the
narrowest paths that I might know its nature. With a
hundredfold mirror I still caught its glance when its
mouth was closed, so that its eyes might speak to me.
And its eyes spoke to me.

But wherever I found the living, there I heard also
the speech on obedience. Whatever lives, obeys.

And this is the second point: he v'ho cannot obey
himself is commanded. That is the nature of the living.

This, however, is the third point that l heard: that
commanding is harder than obeying; and not only Q1
cause he who com*attds must carry the burden of all
who obey, and because this burden may easily crush
him. An experiment and hazard appeared to me to be
in all commanding; and whenever the living csmmands,
it hazards itself. Indeed, even when it commands ifseff,
it must still pay for its commanding. It must become
the judge, the avenger, and the victim of its own law.
How does this happen? I asked myself. What persuades
the living to obey and command, and to practice obe-
dience even when it commands?

Hear, then, my word, you who are wisest. Test in all
senousness whether I have crawled into the very heart
of life and into the very roots of its heart.

Where I found the living, there I found will to
power; and even in the will of those who serve I found
the will to be master.

That the weaker should serve the stronger, to that
it is persuaded by its own will, which would be master
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over what is weaker still: this is the one pleasure it does
not want to renounce. And as the smaller yields to the
greater that it may have pleasure and power over the
smallest, thus even the greatest still yields, and for
the sake of power risks life. That is the lelding of the
greatest: it is hazard and danger and casting dice for
death.

And where men make sacriffces and serve and cast
amorous glances, there too is the will to be master.
Along stealthy paths the weaker steals into the castle
and into the very heart of the more powerful-and
there steals power.

And life itself conffded this secret to me: 'Behold,'

it said, 'I am tlut uhich must aluays ooercome itself.
Indeed, you call it a will to procreate or a drive to an
end, to something higher, farther, more manifold: but
all this is one, and one secret.

?ather would I perish than forswear this; and veriln
where there is perishing and a falling of leaves, behold,
there life sacriffces itself-for power. That I must be
struggle and a becoming and an end and an opposition
to ends-alas, whoever guesses what is my will should
also guess on what uooked paths it must proceed.'Whatever f create and however much f love it-
soon I must oppose it and my love; thus my will wills it.
And you too, lover of knowledge, are only a path and
footprint of my wi[ veriln my will to power walks
also on the heels of your will to truth.'Indeed, the truth was not hit by him who shot at it
with the word of the will to existencd: that will does
not exist. For, what does not exist cannot will; but
what is in existence, how could that still want exist-
ence? Only where there is Me is there also will: not
will to life but-thus I teach yorrwill to power.*There is much that life esteems more highly than
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life itself; but out of the esteeming itself speala the will
to power.-

Thus life once taught me; and with this I shall yet
solve the riddle of your heart, you who are wisest.

Verily, I say unto you: good and evil that are not
transitory, do not exist. Driven on by themselves, they
urust overcome themselves again and again. With your
values and words of good and evil you do violence
when you value; and this is your hidden love and the
splendor and. trembling and overflowing of your soul.
But a more violent force and a new overcoming grow
out of your values and break egg and eggshell.

And whoever must be a creator in good and evil,
verily, he must first be an annihilator and break values.
Thus the highest evil belongs to the highest goodness:
but this is creative.

Let us speak of this, you who are wisest, even if it
be bad. Silence is worse; all truths that are kept silent
become poisonous.

And may everything be broken that cannot brook
our truths! There are yet many houses to be builtl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON THOSE WHO ANE SUBL IME

Still is the bottom of my sea: who would guess that
it harbors sportive monsters? Imperturbable is my
depth, but it sparkles with swimming riddles and laugh-
ters.

One who was sublime f saw today, one who was sol-
emn, an ascetic of the spirit; oh, how my soul laughed
at his uglinesst With a swelled chest and like one who
holds in his breath, he stood there, the sublime
silent, decked out with ugly truths, the spoil of

one,
his
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hunting, and rich in torn garments; many thoms too
adorned hinr-yet I saw no rose.

_ As yet he has not leamed laughter or beauty. Gloomy
trhis hunter returned from the woods of knowledge. He
came home from a ffght with savage beasts; but out of
his seriousness there also peers a savage beast-=.one not
overcome. He still stands there like a tiger who wants
to leap; but I- do noj like these tense souls, and my
taste does not favor all these who withdraw.

^And you,tell me, friends, that there is no disputing
of taste and tasting? But all of life is a dispute ovei
taste and tasting. Taste-that is at the same time
weight and scales and weigher; and woe unto all the
living that would live without disputes over weight and
scales and weigherst

If he grew tired of his sublimity, this sublime one,
only then would his beauty commence; and only then
will I taste him and find him tasteful. And only when
he turns away from himself, will he iump over his
shadow-and verily, into his sun. All-tooJong has he
been sitting in the shadow, and the cheela of this as-
cetic of the spirit have grown pale; he almost starved to
death on his expectations. Contempt is still in his eyes,
and nausea hides around his mouth. Though he is rest-
ing now, his rest has not yet lain in the sun. He should
act like a bull, and his happiness should smell of the
earth, and not of contempt for the earth. I would like to
see him as a white bull, walking before the plowshare,
snorting and bellowing; and his bellowing should be
in praise of everything earthly.

His face is still dark; the shadow of the hand play,s
upon him. His sense of sight is still in shadows. Fiis
deed itself still lies on him as a shadow: the hand still
darkens the doer. As yet he has not overcome his deed.
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Though I love the bull's neck on him, I also want to
see the eyes of the angel. He must still discard his he-
roic will; he shall be elevated, not merely sublime: the
ether itself should elevate hlm, the willless one.

He subdued monsters, he solved riddles: but he must
still redeem his own monsters and riddles, changing
them into heavenly children. As yet his knowledge has
not learned to smile and to be without jealousy; as yet
his torrential passion ha.s not become still in beauty.

Verrly, it is not in satiety that his desire shall grow
silent and be submerged, but in beauty. Gracefulness
is part of the graciousness of the great-souled.

His arm placed over his head: thus should the hero
rest; thus should he overcome even his rest. But just
for the hero the beautiful is the most diftcult thing. No
violent will can attain dre beautiful by exertion. A little
more, a little less: precisely this counts for much here,
this matters most here.

To stand with relaxed muscles and unharnessed wil[:
that is most dificult for all of you who are sublime.

When power becomes graeious and descends into
the visible-such descent I call beauty.

And there is nobody from whom I want beauty as
much as from you who are powerful: let your kindness
be your ffnal self-conquest.

Of all evil I deem you capable: therefore I want the
good from you.

Verily, I have often laughed at the weaklings who
thought themselves good because they had no claws.

You shall strive after the virtue of the column: it
grows more and more beautiful and gentle, but inter-
nally harder and more enduring, as it ascends.

Indeed, you that are sublime shall yet become beau-
tiful one day and hold up a mirror to your own beau$r.
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Then your soul will shudder with godlike desires, and
there will be adoration even in your vanity.

For this is the soul's secretr only when the hero has
abandoned her, she is approached in a dream by the
overhero.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON TIIE LAND OT EDUCATION

I flerv too far into the fuhrre: dread overcame me.
and when I looked around, behold, time was my sole
contemporary. Then I flew back toward home, faster
and faster; and thus I came to you, O men of todan
and into the land of education. For the ftrst time I
really had eyes for you, and a genuine desire; verily, it
was with longing in my heart that I came.

But wbat happened to me? For all my anxiety I hacl
to laugh. Never had my eyes beheld anything so dap-
pled and motley. I laughed and laughed while my foot
was still trembling, and my heart no less. 'This is
clearly the home of all paint pots," I said.

lvith fffty blotches painted on your faces and limbs
you were sitting there, and I was amazed, you men of
today. And with fffty mirrors around you to flatter and
echo your color displayl Verily, you could wear no bet-
ter masks, you men of today, than your own facesl Who
could possibly find you out?

With the characters of the past written all over you,
and these characters in turn painted over with new
characters: thus have you concealed yourselves per-
fectly from all interprcters of characters. And even if
one could by the reins, who would be fool enough to
believe that you have reins? You seem baked out of
colors and pasted notes. Motley, all ages and peoples
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peek out of your veils; motley, all customs and faiths
speak out ofeak out of your gestues.

If one took the veils rIf one took the veils and wraps and colors and
gestures away from you, just enough would be left to
scare away the crows. Verily, I myself am the scaredscare away the crows. Verily, I myself am the scared
crow who once saw you naked ancl without color;
and I flew away when the skeleton beckoned to me
lovingly. Rather would I be a day laborer in Hades
among the shades of the past! Even the underworldly
are plumper and fuller than you.

This, indeed this, is bitterness for my bowels, that
I can endure you neither naked nor clothed, you men
of todav. All that is uncannv in the future and all that
has ever made fugitive birds shuclder is surely more
comfortable and. cory than your "reality." For thus you
speak: "Real are we entirely, and without belief or
superstition." Thus you stick out your chests-but alas,
they are hoilowl Indeed, horv should you be capable
of any belief, being so dappled and motley-you who
are paintings of all that men have ever believed? You
are rvalking refutations of all belief, and you break the
limbs of all thought. Unbelievable: thus I call you, for
all your pride in being reall

All ages prate against each other in your spirits; and
the dreams and pratings of all ages were yet more real
than your waking. You are sterile: that is why you lack
faith. But whoever had to create also had his prophetic
dreams and astral signs-and had faith in faith-. You are
half-open gates at which the gravediggers wait. And
this is your reality: 'Everything deserves to perish."

How you stand there, you who are sterile, how thin
around the ribsl And scjme among you probably realized
this and said, 

'?robably some god secretly took some-
thing from me while I slept. Veriln enough to make
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himself a little femalet Strange is the poverty of my
ribs." Thus have some men of today already spoken.

Indeed, you make me laugh, you men of today, and.
particularly when you are amazed at yourselves. And I
should be in a sorry plight if I could not laugh at your
amazement and had to drink down everything disgrrst-
ing out of your bowls. But I shall take you more lightln
for I have a heavy burden; and wlrat does it matter to
me if bugs and winged worms still light on my bundle?
Verily, that will not make it heavier. And not from
you, you men of- today, shall the great weariness come
over me.

Alas, where shall I climb now with my longing? From
all mountains I look out for fatherlands and mother-
Iands. But home I found nowhere; a fugitive am I in
all cities and a departure at all gates. Strange and a
mockery to me are the men of todrry to whom my heart
recently drew me; and I am driven out of fatherlands
and motlrerlands. Thus I now love only my clrildreis
Iand, yet undiscovered, in the farthest sea: for this I
bid my sails search and search.

In my children I want to make up for being the child
of my fathers-and to all the future, for this today.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON ITT I \ IACULATE PERCEPTION

When the moon rose yesterday I fancied that she
wanted to give birth to a sun: so broad and pregnant
she lay on the horizon. But she lied to me with her
pregnancy; and I should sooner believe in the man in
&e moon than in the woman.

Indeed, he is not much of a man either, this sby
nocturnal enthusiast. Verily, with a bad conscience he
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passes over the roofs. For he is lecherous and iealous,
the monk in the moon, Iecherous after the earth and all
the joys of lovers.

No, I do not like him, this tomcat on the roofst I
loathe all that crawl about half-closed windowsl Piously
and silently he passes over carpets of stars; but I do not
like softly treading men's feet, on which no spur
jingles. The step of everything honest speaks; but the
cat steals over the ground. Behold, like a cat the moon
comes along, dishonestly.

This parable I offer you, sentimental hypocrites, you
who are "pure perceivers." f cail you-lechers.

You too love the earth and the earthly: I have seen
through you; but there is shame in your love and bad
conscience-you are like the moon. Your spirit has been
persuaded to despise the earthly; but your entrails have
not been persuaded, and they are what is strongest in
you. And nolv your spirit is ashamed at having given in
to your entrails, and, to hide from its shame, it sneaks
on furtive and lying paths.

"This would be the highest to my mind"-thus says
your lying spirit to itself-"to look at life without desire
and not, like a dog, with my tongue hanging out. To be
huppy in looking, with a will that has died and without
the grasping and greed of selffshness, the whole body
cold and ashen, but with drunken moon eyes. This I
should like best"-thus the seduced seduces himself-
"to love the earth as the moon loves her, and to touch
her beauty only with my eyes. And this is what the im-
maculate perception of all things shall mean to me: that
I rvant nothing from them, except to be allowed to lie
prostrate before them like a mirror rvith a hundred
eyes."

O you sentimental hypocrites, you lechers! You lack
innocence in your desire and therefore votr slander all
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{esire. %4y, it is not as creators, procreators, and
those who have ioy in becoming that you love the earth.
Where is innocrnce? \4&ere there is a will to procreata
And he who wants to create beyond himseff has the
purest will.

-Where is beauty? Where I must wi[ with all my will;
where I want to love and perish that an image may not
remain a mere image. Loving and perishing: that has
rhymed for eternitiEs. fte riitt to iove, thit is to be
willing also to die. Thus I speak to you cowardst

But now your emasculated leers wish to be calledocontemplation." And that which permits itself to be
touched by cowardly glances you would baptize "beauti-
ful." How you soil noble namest 

-

But this shall be your curse, you who are immaculate,
you pqre perceivers, that you shall never $ve birth,
even if you lie broad and pregnant on th; horizon.
Verily, you ffll your mouth with noble words; and are
we to believe that your heart is overflowing, you liarsP
Byt rny words are small, despised, crooked words:
glaa-lf I pick up_ what falls under the table at your
meals. I can still use it to tell hypocrites the truth.
Ind_eed,_my_ffshbones, clamshells, ind thorny leaves
shall tickle the noses of hypocrites. Bad air always sur-
rounds you and your meals: foryour lecherous thoughts,
y_our_lies and secrets, are in tire air. Would that-you
dargd -19- believe_ yourselves-yourselves and your en-
trails. Whoever does not believe himself always lies.

Behind a godt mask you hide from yourielves, in
your'purifi; your revolting worm has crawled jnto a
god's mask. Verily, you deceive with your'contempla-
tion." Zarathustra too was once fooled by your godiike
skins and did not realize that they were itufiei w'ith
snakes'coils. I once fancied that I saw a godt soul at
play in your plaS you pure perceivers. NJbetter art I
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once fancied than your arts. Snakes'fflth and bad odors
were concealed from me by the distance, and that the
cunning of a lizard was crawling around lecherously.

But I came close to you, and the day dawned on me,
and now it dawns on you too; the moon's love has come
to an end. Look there! Caught and pale he stands there,
confronted by the dawn. For already she approaches,
glowing; her love for the earth approaches. All solar
love is innocence and creative longing.

Look there: how she approaches impatiently over tlre
sea. Do you not feel the thirst and the hot breath of
her love? She would suck at the sea and drink its depth
into her heights; and the sea's desire toward her

kissed andwith a thousand breasts. It wants to
sucked by the thirst of the sun; it wants to become air
and height and a footpath of light, and itself light.

Verily, like the sun I love life and all deep seas. And
this is what perceptive knowledge means to me: all that
is deep shall rise up to my heights.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON SCHOLANS

As I lay asleep, a sheep ate of the ivy wreath on my
brow-ate and said,'Zarathush'a is no longer a scholar."
Said it and strutted away proudly. A child told it to me.

I like to lie here where the children play, beside the
broken wall, among thistles and red poppies. I am still
a scholar to the children, and also to the thistles and red
poppies. They are innocent even in their malice. But to
the sheep I am no longer a scholar; thus my lot.decrees
it-bless itl

For this is the truth: I have moved from the house of
the scholars and I even banged the door behind me. My

rises
r b e
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soul sat hungry at their table too long; I am not, like
them, trained to pursue knowledge as if it were nut-
cracking. I love freedom and the air over the fresh
earth; rather would I sleep on ox hides than on their
decorums and respectabilities.

f am too hot and burned by -y own thoughts; often
it nearly takes my breath away. Then I must go out into
the open and away from all dusty rooms. But they sit
cool in the cool shade: in everything they want to be
mere spectators, and they beware of sitting where the
zun bums on the steps. Like those who stand in the
street and gape at the people who pass by, they too
wait and gape at thoughts that others have thought

ff you seize them with your hands they raise a cloud
of dust like flour bags, involuntarily; but who could
guess that their dust comes from grain and from tle
yellow delight of summer ffeldsP When they pose as
wise, their little epigrams and truths chill me: their
wisdom often has an odor as if it came from the
swamps; and verily, I have also heard frogs croak out of
it. They are skillful and have clever ffngers: why would
my simplicity want to be near their multiplicity? All
th,reading and knotting and weaving their ffngers under-
stand: thus they knit the socks of the spirit.

They are good clockworks; but take care to wind
them correctlyl Then they indicate the hour without fail
and make a modest noise. They work like mills and
like stamps: throw down your ieed-corn to them and
they will know how to grind it small and reduce it
to white dust.

They watch each other closely and mistrustfully. In-
ventive in petty clevemess, they wait for those ,irhor"
_knowledge walks on lame feet: like spiders they wait.I
have always seen them carefully preparing poiion; and
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they always put on gloves of glass to do it. They also
know how to play with loaded dice; and I have seen
them play so eagerly that they sweated.

We are alien to each other, and their virtues are even
more distasteful to me than their falseness and their
loaded dice. And when I lived with them, I lived above
them. That is why they developed a grudge against me.
They did not want to hear how someone was living
over their heads; and so they put wood and earth and
fflth between me anil their heads. Thus they muffied the
sound of my steps: and so far I have been heard least
well by the most scholarly. Between themselves and me
they laid all human faults and weaknesses: "false ceil-
ings" they call them in their houses. And yet llive owr
their heads with my thoughts; and even if I wanted to
walk upon my own mistakes, I would still be over their
heads.

For men ̂ te nat equal: thus speaks justicc. And what
I waut, they would have no right to wantl

thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON POETS

"Since I have come to know the body better," Zara-
thusba said to one of his disciples, "the spirit is to me
only quasi-spirit; and all that is 'permanent' is also a
mere parable."

'1 have heard you say that once before,' the disciple
replied; 'and at that time you added, 'But the poets lie
toi much.' Why did you say that the poets lie too
much?"

'WhyP said Zarathustra. *You ask, why? I am not
one of ihose whom one may ask about their why' Is my
experience but of yesterday? It was long ago that I
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experienced the reasons for my opinions. Would I not
have to be a banel of memory if I wanted to carry my
reasons around with me? It is already too much for me
to remember my own opinions; and many a bird ftes
away. And now and then I also ffnd a stray in my dove.
eot tlrat is strange to me and hembles when I place my
hand on it. But what was it that Zarathustra once said to
you? That the poets lie too much? But Zarathustra too
is a poet. Do you now believe that he spoke the truth
here? lVhy do you believe that?"

The disciple answered, 'I believe in Zarathustra.'
But Zarathustra shook his head and smiled.

'Faith does not make me blessed," he said,'especially
not faith in me. But suppose somebody said in all seri-
ousness, the poets lie too muchr he would be right; rp
do lie too much. We also know too little and we are
bad learners; so we simply have to lie. And who among

has not adulterated his wine? Many a poisonous
dge has been contrived in our cellars; much

was accomplished there. And be
cause we know so little, the poor in spirit please us
heartily, particularly when they are young females. And
we are covetous even of those things which the old
females tell each other in the evening. That is wha! we
ourselves call the Eternal-Feminine in us. And, as if
there were a special secret access to knowledge, burted
for those who leam something, we believe in the people
and their'wisdom.'

*This, however, all poets believe: that whoever
pricks up his ears as he lies in the grass or on lonel)'
slopes will ffnd out something about those things that
are between heaven and earth. And when thev feel
tender sentiments stiring, the poets always fancy that
nature herseU is in love with them; and that she is

us
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qeeping to their ears to tell them secrets and amorous
flatteries; and of this they brag and boast before all
mortals.

'Alas, there are so many things between heaven and
earth of which only the poets have dreamed.

'And especially abooe the heavens: for all
poets' parables, poets' prevarications. Verily,
lifts us higher-speciffcally, to the realm of the clouds:
upon these we place our motley bastards and call them
gods and ovennen. For they are just light enough for
these chairs-all these gods and ovennen. Ah, how
weary I am of all the imperfection which must at all
costs beeome eventl Ah, how weary I am of poetst"

When Zarathustra spoke thus, his disciple was angqf
with him, but he remain'ed silent. And Zarathusba too
remained silent; and his eye had tumed inward as if he
were gazing into vast distances. At last he sighed and
drew a deep breattr"

'I am of today and before,'he said then, 'but there
is something in me that is of tomorrow and the day after
tomorrow and. time to come. I have grown weary of the
poets, the old and the new: superffcial they all seem to
me, and shallow seas Their thoughts have not pene-
trated deeply enough; therefore their feelings did not
touch bottom.

osome lust and some boredom: that has so far been
their best reflection. All their harp jingling is to me the
breathing and flitting of ghosts; what have they ever
known of tfie fervor of tones?

'Nor are'they clean enough for me: they all muddy
tleir waters to make them appear deep. And they like
to pose as reconcilers: but mediators and mixers they
remain for me, and half-and-half and unclean.

'Alas, I cast my net into their seas and wanted to
catch good ffsh; but I always pulled up the head of

gods are
it always
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some old god. Thus the sea gave him who was hungry a
stone. And they themselves may well have come from
the sea. Certainly, pearls are found in them: they are
&at much more similar to hard shellffsh. And instead
of a soul I often found salted slime in them.oFrom the sea they learned even its vanity: is not the
sea the peacock of peacocla? Even before the ugliest
bufialo it still spreads out its tail, and never wearies of
its lace fan of silver and silk. Su\, the bufialo stares
back, close to the sand in his soul, closer still to the
thicket, closest of all to the swamp, What are beauty
a1d sea and peacocks ffnery to him? This parable I
offer the poets. Verily, their spirit itself is the piacock of
peacocks and a sea of vanity! The spirit of the poet
craves spectators-even if only buffaloes.

"But I have grown weary of this spirit; and I foresee
that it will grow wedry of itself. I have already seen the
poets changed, with their glances turned back on them-
selves-. I saw ascetics of the spirit approach; they grew
out of the poets."

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON GREAT EVENTS

There is an island in the sea-not far ftom Zara-
thustrat blessed isles-on which a ffre-spewing moun-
tain smokes continually; and the peopletay of it, and
especially the old women among the peopie san that
it has been placed like a huge rock before the gate to
tfre underworld, and that the-narrow path that lJads to
this gate to the underworld goes through the ffre-spew-
ing mountain"

Now it was during the time when Zarathustra was
:?yilg oq thg blessed isles that a ship anchored at the
island with the smoking mountain aid the crew went
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ashore to shoot rabbits, Around noon, however' when
the captain and his men were together again, they sud-
denly saw a man approach through the air, and a voice
said distinctly, 'It is time! It is high time!" And when
the shape had come closest to them-and it few by
swiftly as a shadow in the direction of the ffre-sperving
mountain-they realized with a gt'eat sense of shock
that it was Zarathustra; for all of them had seen him
before, except the captain, and they loved him as the
people love-with a love that is mixed with an equal
amount of awe. *Look there!" said the old helmsman.
'There is Zarathustra descending to hell!'

At the time these seamen landed at the isle of ftre
there was a mmor abroad that Zarathustra had dis-
appeared; and when his friends rvere asked, they
said that he had embarked by night without saying
rvhere he intended to go. Thus uneasiness arose; and
after three days the story of the seamen was added to
this uneasiness; and norv all the people said that the
devil had taken Zarathustra. His disciples laughed at
such talk to be sure, and one of them even said, "Sooner

would I believe that Zarathustra has taken the devil."
But deep in their souls they were all of them full of
rvorry and longing; thus their joy was great when on the
fffth day Zarathustra appeared among them.

And this is the story of Zarathustra's conversation
with the ffre houndr

'The earth,' he said, 
'has a skin, and this skin has

diseases. One of these diseases, for example, is called
'man.' And another one of ttrese diseases is cdled 

'ffre

hound': about lrinr men have told each other, and be-

lieved, many lies. To get to the bottom of this nrvstery
I went over the sea,1nd I have seen truth naked-

verily, barefoot up to the throat. Now I am informed
concerning the 6re hound, and also concerning all sctrm'
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and overthrow devils, of whom not only old women
are afraid.

''Out with you, ffre hound! Out from your depth!' I
cried. And confess how deep this depth isl Whence
comes what you are snorting up here? You drink copi-
ously from the sea: your salty eloquence shows that.
Indeed, for a hound of the depth you take your nourish-
ment too much from the surface. At most, I take you for
the earth's ventriloquist; and whenever I have heard
overthrow- and scum-devils talking, I found them like
you: saltv, mendacious, and superffcial. You know how
to bellow and to darken with ashes. You are the best
braggarts and great experts in the art of making mud
seethe. Wherever you are, mud must always be nearby,
and much that is spongy, cavemout, compressed-and
wants freedom. Freedom is rvhat all of you like best
to bellow; but I have outgrown the belief in 'great

events" wherever there is much bellowing and smoke.
''Believe me, friend Hellishnoise: the greatest events

-th"y are not our loudest but our stillest hours. Not
around the inventors of new noise, but around the
inventors of new values does the world revolve; it
revolves lnaudiblg.

" Admit itl Whenever your noise and smoke were
gone, very little had happened. What does it matter if
a town became a murnmy and a statue lies in the mud?
And this word I shall add for those who overthrow
statues: nothing is more foolish than casting salt into the
sea and statues into the mud. The statue lay in the mud
of your contempt; but precisely this is its law, that out
of contempt life and living beauty come back to it. It
rises again with more godlike features, seductive
through sufiering; and verily, it will yet thank you for
having overthrown it, O you overthrowers. This counsel,
however, I give to kings and churches and everything
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that is weak with age and weak in virtue: let yourselves
be overthrown-so that you may rehlrn to life, and
virtue return to you.'

'Thus f spoke before the ffre hound; then he inter-
rupted me crossly and asked, 'Church? What is that?'

''Church?' I ansrvered. 'That is a kind of state-the
most mendacious kind. But be still, you hypocritieal
houndt You know your own kind bestl Like you, the
state is a hypocritical hound; Iike you, it likes to talk
with smoke and bellowing-to make himself believe,
like you, that he is talking out of the belly of reality.
For he wants to be by all means the most important
beast on earth, the state; and they believe him too.'

'When I had said that, the ffre ho. und carried on as
if crazy with envy. 'What?' he cried, 

'thg most important
beast on earth? And they believe him too?'And so much
steam and so many revolting voices came out of his
throat that I thought he would suffocate with anger and
envy.

'At last, he grew calmer and his gasping eased; and
as soon as he was calm I said, laughing, 'You are angry,
fire hound; so I am right about yout And that I may
continue to be right, let me tell you about another ffre
hound. He really speaks out of the heart of the earth.
He exhales gold and golden rain; thus his heart wants
it. What are ashes and smoke and hot slime to him?
Laughter flutters out of him like colorful clouds; nor is
he well disposed toward your gurgling and spewing
and intestinal rumblings. This gold, however, and this
laughter he takes from the heart of the earth; for-
know this-the heart of the earth is of gold.'

'When the ffre hound heard this he could no longer
bear listening to me. Shamed, he drew in his tail, in a
cowed manner said'bow-wow,'and crawled down into
his cave.-
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Thus related Zarathustra. But his disciples b*"ly

listened, so great was their desire to tell him of the sea-
men, the rabbits, and the fying man.*What shall I think of that?" said Zarathustra; 'am I
a ghost then? But it must have been my shadow. I sup-
pose you have heard of the wanderer and his shadow?
This, however, is clear: I must watch it more closely-
else it, may yet spoil my reputation.'

And once more Zarathustra shook his head and won-
dered. 'What shall I think of that?' he said once more.
lMly aia the ghost cry, 'It is timet It is high timet'
High time for uhat?"

Thus spoke Zarathusha.

THE SOOTHSAYER

-'-And I saw a great sadness descend upon mankind.
The b_est grew weary of their worls. A doctrine ap-
peared, aceompanied by a fbith: All is empty, all is tle
same, all has beent' And from all the hiUs it echoed:
i4,ll is empty, all is ttre same, all has beenl' Indeed we
have harvested: but why did all our fruit turn rotten
and brown? What fell down from the evil moon last
night? In vain was all our work; our wine has tumed to
poison; an evil eye has seared our fields and hearts. We
have all become dry; and if ffre should descend on us,
we should turn to ashes; indeed, we have wearied tlre
ffre itself. All our wells have dried up; even the sea
has withdrawn. All the soil would crack, but the depth
refuses to devour. .Alas, where is there sUll a sef in
which one might drownfl thus are we wailing across
shallow swamp_s. Verily, we have become too weary
even to die. We are still waking and living on-in
tombs."

Thus Zarathustra heard a soothsayer speak, and the



246 THE I'ORTABLE NIETTSCHE
prophecy touched his heart and changed him. He
ivalied about sad and weary; and he became like those
of whom the soothsayer had sPoken.

"Verily,' he said to his disciples, "little is lacking and
this long twilight will come. Alas, how shall I sav€ my
light through it? It must not sufiocate in this sadness.
For it shall be a light for distant worlds and even more
distant nights."

Thus grieved in his heart, Zarathusha walked about;
and for three days he took neither food nor drink, had
no rest, and lost his speech. At last he fell into a deep
sleep. But his disciples sat around him in long night
watches and waited with great concern for him to wake
and speak again and recover from his melancholy.

And this ii the speech of Zarathustra when he awoke;
but his voice came to his disciples as if from a great
distance:

"Listen to the dream which I dreamed, my friends,
and help me guess its meaning. This dream is still a
riddle to me; its meaning is concealed in it and im-
prisoned and does not yet soar above it with unfettered
wings.

*I had turned my back on all life, thus I dreamed. I
had become a night watchman and a guardian of tombs
upon the lonely mountain castle of death. Up there I
guarded his coffinsr the musty vaults were full of such
marks of triumph. Life that had been overcome, looked
at me out of glass cofins. I breathed the odor of dusty
eternities: sultry and dusty lay my soul. And who could
have aired his soul there?

'The brightness of midnight was always about me;
loneliness crouched next to it; and as a third, death-rat-
tle silence, the worst of my friends. I had keys, the
rustiest of all keys; and I knew how to use them to
open the most creaking of all gates. Like a wickedly
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angry croaking, the sound ran through the long conidors
when the gatet wings moved: ffendishly cried this bird,
ferocious at being awakened. Yet still more terrible and
heart-constricting was the moment when silence re-
turned and it grew quiet about me, and I sat alone in
this treacherous silence.

'Thus time passed and crawled, if time still existed-
how should I know? But eventually that happened
which awakened me. Thrice, strokes struck at the gate
like thunder; the vaults echoed and howled thrice; then
I went to the gate. 'Alpa,'I cried, 'who is carrying his
ashes up the mountain? Alpat Alpal Who is carrying his
ashes up the mountain?' And I pressed the key and
tried to lift the gate and exerted myself; but still it did
not give an inch. Then a roaring wind tore its wings
apart; whistling, shrilling, and piercrng, it cast up a
black coffin before me.

"And amid the roaring and whistling and shrilling the
coffin burst and spewed out a thousandfold laughter.
And from a thousand grimaces of children, angels, owls,
fools, and butterflies as big as children, it laughed and
mocked and roared at me. Then I was terribly fright-
ened; it threw me to the ground. And I cried in horror
as I have never cried. And my own cry awakened me-
and I came to my senses.'

Thus Zarathustra told his dream and then became
silent; for as yet he did not know the inteqpretation of
his dream. But the disciple whom he Ioved most rose
quickly, took Zarathustra's hand, and said:

"Your life itself interprets this dream for us, O Zara-
thustra. Are you not yourself the wind with the shrill
whistling that tears open the gates of the castles of
death? Are you not yourself the coffin full of colorful
sarcasms and the angelic grimaces of life? Verily, like
a thousandfold childrens laughter Zarathustra enters
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all death chambers, laughing at dl tlrc nisht watchmen
and guardians of tombJand at whoeyer Else is rattling
with gloomy keys. You will frighten and. prostrate theri
witJr ygur laughter; and youi po*", o-uer them will
make them faint and wake them. And even when the
long twilight and the weariness of death come, you will
not set in our sky, y-ou advocate of life. New stars you
have let us see, and new wonders of the night; n"rily,
Iaughter itself you have spread over us like'a colorful
tent. Henceforth children's laughter wjll well forth from
all coffins; henceforth a strohf wind will come trium-
phantly to all weariness of death: of this you yourseE
1." o* gur99 and soothsayer. Verily, this is what gou
dreamed of: your enemies. That was your harjest
dream. But as you woke from them and came to your
senses, thus they shall awaken from themselvesiand
come to you."

Thus spoke the disciple; and all the others crowded
around Zarathustra and took hold of his hands and
wanted to persuade him to leave his bed and his sadness
and to return to them. But Zarathustra sat erect on his
resting place with a strange look in his eyes. Like one
pg"g home from a long sojourn in strange lands, he
looked at his disciples and examined theii faces; and
as yet he did not recognize them. But when they lifted
him up and put him on his feet, behold, his eyes sud-
denly- chang"{i hg compreh-ended all that hla nap-
pened, stroked his beard, and said in a strong voice:'Now then, there is a time for this too. But see to it,
m-y disciples, that we shall have a good meal, and soon.
Thus I pla_n -!o atone for bad dreams. The soothsayer,
however, shall eat and drink by my side; and verily, i
shall show him a sea in which lre cin drown.-

Thus spoke Zarathustra. But then he looked a long
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time into the face of the disciple who had played the
dream inteqpreter and he shook his head.

ON NEDEMPTION

When Zarathustra crossed over the great bridge one
day the cripples and beggars surrounded him, and a
hunchback spoke to him thus: "Behold, Zarathustra.
The people too learn from you and come to believe in
your doctrine; but before they will believe you entirely
one thing is still needed: you must ffrst persuade is
cripples. Now here you have a ffne selection and, veriln
an opportunity with more than one handle. You can
heal the blind and make the lame walk; and from him
who has too much behind him you could perhaps take
away a little. That, I think, would be the right way to
make the cripples believe in Zarathustra.o

But Zarathustra replied thus to the man who had
spoken: "When one takes away the hump from the
hunchback one takes away his spirit-thus teach the
people. And when one restores his eyes to the blind
man he sees too many wicked things on earth, and he
will curse whoever healed him. But whoever makes the
lame walk does him the greatest harm: for when he can
walk his vices run away with him-thus teach the
people about cripples. And why should Zarathustra not
learn from the people when the people leam from
Zarathustra?

'But this is what matters least to me since I have
been among men: to see that this one lacks an eye and
tlrat one an ear and a tlrird a leg, while there are others
who have lost their tongues or their noses or their heads.
I see, and have seen, what is worse, and many things
so vile that I do not want to speak of everything; and
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ooncerning some things I do not even like to be silent:
for there ire human beings who lack everything, except

one thing of which they have too much-human being-s
who arJnothing but a big eye or a big mouth or a big
belly or anything at all that is big. Inverse cripples I
call them.

"And when I came out of my solitude and crossed
over this bridge for the ffrst time'I did not lrust my
eyes and looked andlooked again,-an$ said at last, 'An

earl An ear as big as a manl' l looked still more closd
-and indeed, undemeath the ear something was mov-
inq, something pitifully small and wretched and slender'
Aid, no doubl of it, ihe tremendous ear was attached
to a small, thin stalk-but this stalk was a human beingl
If one used a magnifying glass one could even recognize
a tiny envious fa"ce;'ab6, that a bloated little soul was
dangiting from the stalk. The peoplg, however, told me
thaithii great ear was not only a Jruman being, but-a
great one] a genius. But I never believed the people
ihen they spoke of great men; and I maintained 1I
belief thai it was an invetse cripple who had too little
of everything and too much of one thing."

When Zarithustra had spoken thus to the hunchback
and to those whose mouthpiece and advocate the
hunchback rvas, he turned to-his disciples in profound
dismay and said: *Verily, my !ri9n{s' I- walk ayong
men 

"s 
among the fragments and limbs of men. This is

what is terrible for mylyes, that I ffnd man in ruins and
scattered as over a Latileffeld or a butcher-fielil. And
when my eyes flee from the now,t9 the pasl, Fty-lI:
wap fini the s"m", fragments and limbs and dreadful
accidents-but no human beings.

oThe now and the past on-earth-alas, my friends,
that is what I ffnd most unendurable; and I should not
kuow how to live if I were not also a seer of that which
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must come. A seer, a willer, e creator, a fufure himself
and a bridge to the future-and alas, also, as it were, a
cripple at this bridge: all this is Zarathustra.

'And you too have often asked yourselves, 'Vtlho ir
Zarathustra to us? What shall be call himP And, like
myself, you replied to yourselves with questions. Is he
a promiser? or a fulffller? A conqueror? or an inheritor?
An autumn? or a plowshare? A physician? or one who
has recovered? Is he a poet? or tnrthful? A liberator?
or a tamer? good? or evil?
, 

'I walk among men es among the fragments of the
firture-that future which I envisage. And this is all my
creating and striving, that I create and carry together
into One what is fragment anil riddle and dreadfuI
accident And how cuuld I bear to be a man if man
were not also a creator and guesser of riddles and.
redeemer of accidents?

"To redeem those who lived in the past and to re-
create all 'it was' into a 'thus I willed it'-that alono
should I call redemption. Will-that is the name of the
liberator and ioy-bringer; thus I taught you, my friends.
But now learn this too: &e will itself is still a prisoner.
Willing liberates; but what is it that puts eyen the lib-
erator himself in fetters? 'It was'-that is the name of
the will's gnashing of teeth and most secret melancholy.
Powerless against what has been done, he is an angry
spectator of all that is past. The will cannot will back-
wards; and that he cannot break time and timel
covetousness, that is the will s loneliest melancholy.'Willing liberates; what means does the will devise
for himself to get rid of his melancholy and to moclc
his dungeon? Alas, every prisoner becomes a fool; and
the irnprisoned will redeems himself foolishly. That tirno
does not run bachpards, that is his wrath; that which
was'is the name of the stone he cannot move. And so
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he moves stones out of wrath and displeasure, and he
wreaks revenge on whatever does not feel wrath and-
displeasure as-he does. Thus the will, the liberator, took
to lurting; and on all who can sufier he wreaks reYenge
for his inability to go backwards. This, indeed this
alone, is what reoenge is: the will's ill will against time
and its 'it was,'

'Verily, a great folly dwells in our will; and it has
become i cutse for everything human that this folly has
acquired spirit.

ofhe splfit o1 reoenge, my friends, has-so far been the
subiect of man's best refection; and where there was
sufiering, one always wanted punishment too.

*For ipunishment' is what revenge calls itself; with a
hypocritical lie it creates a good conscience for itself.-'Because 

there is sufiering in those who will' inas-
much as they cannot will backwards, willing itself and
all life were supposed to be-a punishment. And' now
cloud upon cloud rolled over the spirit, until ev_entullly
madnesl preached, Everything Passes away; therefore
everything deserves to pass away. And this too is justice'
this iaw of ti-" that if must devour its children' Thus
preached madness.- ''Things are ordered morally according to justice and
punishment. Alas, where is redernption from the fux of-ihings 

and from the punishment called existenceP Thus
preached madness.- ''Can there be redemption if there is eternal iusticeP
Alas, the stone It urcs carinot be moved: all punishments
must be eternal too.' Thus preached madness.

''No deed can be annihilated: how could it be un-
done by punishment? This, this is what is eternal in the
punishment called existence, that e:<istence must eter--nally 

become deed and guilt again. Unless the will
should at last redeem himself, and willing should be-
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oome not willing.' But my brothers, you know this
fable of madness.

'I led you away from these fables when f taught you,.
Ttre will is a creator.'All it was'is a fragment, a rid-
dle, a dreadful accident-until the creative will says to
it,'But thus I willed it.' Until the creative will says to
it, 'But thus I will it; thus shall I will it.'

'But has the will yet spoken thus? And when will
that happen? Has the will been unharnessed yet from
his own follyP Has the will yet become his own re-
deemer and joy-bringer? Has he unlearned the spirit of
revenge and all gnashing of teeth? And who taught him
reconciliation with time and something higher than any
reconciliation? For that will which is the will to power
must will something higher than any reconciliation; but
how shall this be brought about? Who could teach him
also to will backwards?"

At this point in his speech it happened that Zara-
thustra suddenly stopped and looked altogether like one
who has received a severe shock. Appalled, he looked
at his disciples; his eyes pierced their thoughts and the
thoughts behind their thoughts as with anows. But after
a little while he laughed again and, paciffed, he said:'It is dificult to live with people because silence is so
dificult. Especially for one who is garrulous."

Thus spoke Zarathustra.
The hunchback, however, had listened to this dis-

course and covered his face the while; but when he'
heard 7-anthustra laugh he looked up curiously and
said slowly: 'But why does Zarathustra speak otherwise.
to us than to his disciples?"

Zarathustra answered: 'What is surprising in that?
With hunchbaals one may well speak in a hunchbacked
way,"
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*All righq' said the hunchback; 'and one may well

tell pupili tales out of school. But why does Zarathustra
speat 6tt.rwise to his pupils than to himselffl'

ON HUMAN PNUDENCI

Not the heigbt but the precipice is terrible. That
precipicre wherJthe glanee plunges dnun and the hand
ieach^es up. There th-e hearl bec-omes giddy confronted
with its double wlll. Alas, friends, can you guess what is
my heart's double will?-This, 

this is my precipice and my danger, that my
glance plunges into the hefght and that_my hand would
grasp and hold on to the depth. My will clings to man;
with fetters I bind myself to man because I am swept
up toward the overman; for that way my other will
dants to go. And therefore I live blind among men as
if I did not lcnow thern, that my hand might not wholly
lose its faith in what is ffrm.

I do not larow you men: this darkness and consolation
are often spread around me. I sit at the gateway, ex'
posed to every rogue, and I ask: who wants to deceive
ire? that is itre d'rst instance of my human prudencc,
that I let myself be deceived in order not to be on guard
against decpivers. Alas, if I were on guard against men,
h6w could man then be an anchor for my ball? I should
be swept up and away too easily. This providence lies
over my destinn that I must be without cauHon.

And whoever does not want to die of thirst among
men must learn to drink out of all cups; and whoever
would stay clean among men must know how to wash
cven with dirty water. lt d thrrt I often comforted my-
self, 'Well thin, old heartl One misfortune failed you;
enjoy this as your good fortune.-
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This, however, is the second instance of my human

prudence: f spare the oain more than the proud. Is not
hurt vanity the mother of all tragediesP But where pride
is hurt, there something better than pride is Ukely to
grow.

That life may be good to look a! its play must be
well acted; but for that good actors are needed. AII the
vain are good actors: they act and they want people
t9 enjoy looking at them; all their spirit is behind
this will. They enact themselves, thef invent them-
selves; near them I love to look at life: that cues my
rnelancholy. Therefore I spare the vain, for they are the
physicians of my melancholy and keep me attached to
life as to a play.

And then: who could fathom the full depth of the
modesty of the vain man? I am well dispoied to him
and I pity his modesty. It is from you that he wants to
acquire his faith in himself; he nourishes himself on
your glarrces, he eats your praise out of your hands. He
cven believes your Iies if you lie well about him; for, at
bottom, his heart sighs: what am IP And if the tnre
virtue is the one that is unaware of itself-we[ the
vain man is unaware of his modesty.

This, however, is the third instance of my human
pnrdence: that I do not permit the sight of the aorl to
be spoiled for me by your timidity. I am delighted to
see the wonders hatched by a hot sun: tigers ant pahs
and rattlesnakes. Among men too a hot sun hatches a
beautiful breed. And there are many wonderful things
in those who are evil.

To be sure, even as your wisest men did not strike
me as so very wise, I found ment evil too smaller than
its reputation. And often I asked myself, shaking my
head: why go on rattling, you rattlesnakes?
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Veriln there is yet a future for evil too. And the
hottest south has not yet been discovered for man. How
many things are now called grossest wickedness and
are yet only twelve shoes wide and three months longl
One day, however, bigger dragons will come into this
world. For in order that the overman should not lack
his dragon, the overdragon that is worthy of him, much
hot sunshine must yet glow upon damp jungles. Your
wildcats must ffrst turn into tigers, and your poisonous
toads into crocodiles; for the good hunter shall have
good hunting.

Verily, you who are good and just, there is nuch
about you that is laughable, and especially your fear
of that which has hitherto been called devil. What is
great is so alien to your souls that the overman would
be awesome to you in his kindness. And you who are
wise and knowing, you would flee from the buming
sun of that wisdom in which the overman pyously
bathes his nakedness. You highest men whom my eyes
have seen, this is my doubt concerning you and my
secret laughter: I guess that you would call my over-
manievil.

Alas, I have wearied of these highest and best men:
from their height" I longed to get up, out, and away
to the ovennan. A shudder came over me when I saw
these best ones naked; then I grew wings to soar ofi
into distant futures. Into more distant futures, into more
southern souths than any artist ever dreamed of-where
gods are ashamed of all clothes. But I want to see Vou
disguised, my neighbors and fellow men, and well
decked out, and vain, and digniffed, as othe good and
the ;iust." And I myself want to sit among you dis-
suised-m'i.siudsing vou and myself: for that is theguised-m'iqudging you and m
ffnal instance of my buman prur

ised-nisiudging you and myself: for
al instance of my buman prudence.
Thus spoke Zarathustra.

fnal instance of mv



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: SECOND PART 2Sz

THE STILLEST I |OUN

What happened to me, my friends? you see me dis-
tracted, driven away, unwillingly obedient, prepared to
go--alas, to go away from you. Indeed, Zarathustra
must return onc€ more to his solitude; but this time
the bear goel !a9k to his cave without ioy. What hap-
pened to me? Who ordered this? Alas, my angry *is-
tress wants iL she spoke to me; have I Jver yet
mentioned her name to yorr? Yesterday, toward evening,
tlrere spoke to me mV stillest how: that is the name jf
my awesome mistress. And thus it happened; for I must
lell you everything lest your hearts hardeu against me
for departing suddenly.

Doyou know the fright of him who falls asleep? He
is frightened_down to his very toes because the giound
gives under hgn and the dream begins. This I say to
you as a parable. Yesterday, in the stillest hour,- tho
groun{ g-ave under me, the dream began. The hand
moved, the clock of my life drew a breath; never had
I heard such stillness around me: my heart took fright.

Thgn it spoke to me wittrout voice: 'you know- it,
ZarathusbaP And I cried with fright at this whispering
and the blood left rry face; but l-remained silent.

Then it spoke to me again without voice: -you know
it Zarathustra, but you do not say itl" And at last I
answered deffantly: 'Yes, f know ii but I do not want
to say itl"

Then it spoke to me again without voice: .you do
not eant to, Zarathustra? Is this really true? Do not
hide in your deffance.' And I cried and trembled like
a child and spoke: 'Alas, f would like to, but how can
I? Let me ofi from thisl It is beyond my strengtht'

Then it spoke to me again without voice: *hat do
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you matter, Zarathusha? Speak your word and breakl'

And I answered: 'Alas, is it my word? Who am IP
f await the worthier one; f am not worthy even of being
broken by it."

then it spoke to me again without voice: 'What do
you matterP You are not yet humble enouqh for me.
Ilumility has the tougheit hide.' And f 

-answered:
'What has the hide of my humility not borne? I dwell
at the foot of my height. How high sre my peaks? No
one has told me yet. But my valleys I know well.'
- Then it spoke to me again without voice: *O Zara.

thustra, he who has to move mountains also moves
valleys- and hollows." And I answered: 'As yet my
words have not moved mountains, and what f saia aii
not reaeh men. Indeed, I have gone to men, but as yet
I have not arrived."

Then it spoke to me again without voice: 'What do
you know of that? The dew falls on the gass when the
night,is most silent." And I answered: -They mocked
me when I found and went my own way; and in truth
my f99t w-ere trembling then. And thuJ they spoke to
me: Tou lrave forgotten the way, now you have also
forgotten how to walk.'"

Then it spoke to me again without voic,e: 'What
matters their mockery? You are one who has forgotten
how to obey: now you shall command. Do you not
lcnow who is most needed bv all? He that commands
great things. To do great ihings is difficult; but to
command great things is more di$cult. This is what
is most unforgivable in you: you have the power, and
you do not want to ruIe." And I answered: t'I lack the
lion s voice for commanding.o

Then it spoke to me again as a whisper: 'It is the
stillest words that bring on the storm. Thoughts that
come on doves'feet guide the world. O Zarathustra, you
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sh{I go as a shadow of that which must come: thus you
will command an4 commanding lead the way." And I
enswered: 'I am ashamed.o

Then it spoke to me again without voice: -You must
yet become as a child and without shame. The pride of
youthis sHll upon you; you have become young late;
but whoever would become as a child must overcome
his yolth too.' Anil I refected for a long time and
trembled. But at last I said what I had said at ffnt: a
do not want to.'

Then laughter surrounded me. Alas, how this laugh-
ter tore my entrails and slit open my heartl And it
lpoke to me,for the last timet'O Zarathustra, your
fnrit is ripe, but you are not ripe for your fruit. 'ihus
you _must rehun to your solitude again; for you must
yet become mellow.o And again it laughed and fed;
then it became still around me as with a double still-
ness-: But I lay on the ground and sweat poured from
my limbs.

Now you have heard all, and why I must retum to
my solitude. Nothing have I kept from you, my friends.
But this too you have heard from me, who is still the
most taciturn of all men-and wants to be. Alas, my
friends, I still could tell you something, I still could
$ve you something. Why do I not give it? Am I stingyf

But when Zarathustra had spoken these words he was
ov€rcome by the forcr of his pain and the nearness of
hit p"*pg from his friends, and he wept loudly; and
no oire knew how to comfort him. At nigh! however,
he went away alone and left his friends, 

-
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Thus Spoke Zarathustra: Thild Part

lou look up when Ew feel tla wed for eleoAlon,
Ard I lpok iloun becuse I am eboateil. Who
anongqou oanlaugh atdbe eleoated. at the same
tlme? Whoeoer clhnbs the highest mountahs
laughs at all trogie plays atd trogic serioustoest.
(Zarathustra" 'On Reading and Wiltingi I, p.
152)

EortoR'g NorEs

t. The Wanderct: The contrast between Zarathustra's sen-
timentality and his praise of hardness remains characteristia
of the rest of the book.
z. Ot the Vision and. the Riddle: Zarathustra's ffrst account
of tlre eternal recurrence (see my Nietzsche, rr, lI) is
followed by a proto-suuealistic vision of a kiumph over
Dausea.
g.. On Inooluntary Blisc: Zarathustra still caonot face &c
tlrought of the eternal recrurence.
4, Before Sunrise: An ode to the slcy. Another quotation
from Zweig's essay on Nietzsche seems pertinent: 'His

nerves immediately register every meter of height anrl
Gvery pressure of the weather as a pain in his organs, and
they react rebelliously to every revolt in nature. Rain or
gloomy skies lower ,his vitality ( bvercast skies depress me
deeply ), the weight of low clouds he feels down into his
very intestines, rain 'lowers the potenUal,' humidity debili-
tates, dryness viviffes, sunshine is salvation, winter is a kind
of paralysis and death. The quivering barometer needle of
his April-like, changeable nerves never stands still-most
nearly perhaps in cloudless landscapes, on the windless table-
Iands oI the Engadine." In this chapter the phrase "beyond
good and evif' is introduced; also one line, slightly varie{
cf the 'Drunken Soug" (see below). Another importaot
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themo in Nietzsche's thought: tho praise of chauce and -a
Itnle teasoi' as opposed to any divine purpose.
S. On Virtue Thai Makes SniaH, 'po'wttatever you *ill,
but . . .": What Nietzsche is concerned with is not casu.
tstry but character, not a code of morals but a kind of mao,
not a syllahus of behavior but a state of being.
6. Apon tlw Mutnt of Olioes: "lho icc of hdwleilge will
y_et freeze Lim !e dodhf they moan.. Compare it"fan
$-9orge,s poem on the occasion of Nietzsche,s-death (my
Nietzsche, Prologue, II): "He came too Iate who said to their
imploring: There is no way left over icy clifis.-
7. On Passlng By: Zaratlustra's ape? or -grunting swlne,-
lliotg,nUonllly parodigs Zarathusha's attitude aid stylo.
IIis denunciations are born of wounded vanity aud u"Jg*
firlness, while Zarathusba's contempt is begoiten by loi";
aod'where otre can no longer lovel there jn" shoukl par
by.'
8. On Apostares; Stylisttcally, Zarathustra is now often [ttlo
better than his ape. But occasional epigrams show his old
powgr: tbe third paragraph in section-2,-for instance.
g. The Retum Hone: ".Among men you will always seem
wild and strange,o his solituEe says to Zarathustra. But
arereall things come caressingly to ybur discourse and fatter
you, toJ they \rant to ride on-your back On every parablo
y9u rid,e_ to_ every truth.- The disciplioe of cpmmunica_
Uo_n oight havo served the philosopier better than tlrc
indiscrjminato flattery of his jottudu'. Bot io t\is respect
too, it \ilas not given to Nietzsche to lvo in bliisful
ignoralce: compare, for example, .Tho Song of Melan
choly" in Part Fiur.
to. Ot the Three Eolls: Ttrre praise of so-called evil as an
11gI-"{]::t 

oJ greatness is ceitral in Nietzschek tho,,gr,C
l.rom nis earty tragment, Homer,s Contest, to his Anftbtridst'lhere are few problems the self*tyled immoralist pursued
so persistently. Whether he calls attention to the ilement
oL g".tty in the Greek agotu ot denounces Christtanitv for
vititJiDg ser, whether he contrasts sublimation and e*Ur.
patioo or tbe.qgoism of tlo creative and tle vengefuir ell
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these are variations of one theme. In German, the th'ree

"uitr 
in this chaper ateWollust, Hetrschsucht, S-elb*sucht'

For the ffrst thire is no exact equivalent in English' In

ttris chapter, "lust' might do in iome sentences' "volup-
tuousnesi' in others, but each would be quite lnaccurate
half the time, and tho context makes it imperative that

the same woril be usecl throughout. There is only one

word in English that renders Niitzsche's-meaning perfectly
in every shiqle sentence: sex. Its only disadvantage: it is'

to put it miidly, e far less poetic word than-IVrllusf, and

hence modi8ei th" tonu though not Nietzsche's meaning'

But if we refect on the threJ things which, according to

Nietzsche, had been maligned rnost, under the infuence of

Christianity, and which h6 sought to rehabilitate or revalu'
at+were'ihey not sel6shness,-the will to Power, and sex?

Nietzsche's eaily impact was in some ways comparable to
that of Freud or Ha-velock Ellis. But prudery was for him

at most one of three great evils, one kind -of h.--Pocrisy' one
aspect of manb betrayal of the earth eod of himself'
ti. On the Spirit of Craolty: It is nqonly-the metaphor
of the camel'that points back to the ffrst chapter of Part

One: the deail weilht of convention is a prime instance of

what is meant by the spirit of gavity; and the bird that

outsoars traditio; is, liki the child and the self'propelled
wheel at tle begirming of the book, a syrnbol of creativity'
The creator, hdpever, is neither an "evil beast" nor an
"evil tamer of beasts"-neither a profligate nor an ascetic:
he integates what is in him, perffets and lavishes him'

self, ant says, 'This is my way; whgr-e is yours?" Michel-

angelo and'Mozart do nol oftir us 'the way" but a chal'

lerige and a promise of what is possible.
,o.-On OId ind New Tabbts: Attempt at a granil sunmary'
full of allusions to, and quotations from, previous chapters'

Its unevenness is nowhere more striking than in section rz'

with its puns on "crusades.- Such sections as 5, 7, and 8,
on the other hand, certainly deserve attention' The despot
in section rt, who has all history rewritten, seems to point

forward in time to Hitler, of whose racial legislation it
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could indeed be said: "with the grandfather, however,
time ends." Section tS points back io Luther. Section ao
exposes,in advance Stefan George's misconception when he

""{"d,,Iir 
second poem on NGcsche (my'Ntetzsche, g.

u): "The warner went-the wheel that downward rolls-/
To emptiness no arm now tacklc in the spot<es.. The
pen$tirnale p.aragrapS of this section is moie .playful.
in the original:-Ein vorsptel bin bh besserer SpiZlai,, oh
melne Briiderl Etn Behptell f1 section zg the key word is
Yersuch, one of Nietzsche's favorite woids, whfch rneans
experiment attempt, kial. Sometimes he associates it with
yh9n,__searching. (In Chapter z, "On the Vision and
the Riddle," Suche4 Yersuchbr has been rendered *search.
ers, researchers.") Section zg, ffnally, is used agaiu, with
rninutg changes, to conclude Twitlight-of the ldols.
tg, The Cornnhscent: ZarathuGa still cannot face the
drought of the eternal recrurence but speala about human
speech and cruelty, In the end, his animats expound the
etemal recunence.
,+.-Qn the Great Longtng: Hymn to his soul: Zarathustra
and his soul wonder which of them should be grateful to
the other.
q. Th9 Other,Danclng Song: Life and wisdom as women
aglin; but in i[is dancing song, life is in complete control,
and when Zarathustra's imagi*nation -* 

"*iy 
with him

he .gets his face _slapped. W=hat he whispers irrto thu 
"",of life at the end of section 2 is, no doribg that after his

death he -w-ill y-et recur eternally. The song at the end,
punctuated by the twelve strokes-of the bell,-is inteqpret<i
in 'The Drunken Song" in part Four.
16. The Seven Seals: 

-The 
eternal recurence of the srrall

1nan no longer nauseates Zarathustra. His affirmation now is
boundless and without reservation: oFor f bve you, O
eternity.o
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T H E  W A N D E R E N .

It was about midnight when Zarathustra started
across the ridge of the-island so that he might reach
the other coast by early morning; for there he wanted
to embark. There he would ffnd a good roadstead where
foreign ships too liked to anchor, and they often took
along people who wanted to cross the sea from the
blessed isles.

Now as Zarathustra was climbing the mountain he
thought how often since his youth he had wandered
alonJ and how many mountains and ridges and peaks
he had already climbed.

I am a wanderer andl a mountain climber, he said to
his heart; I do not like the plains, and it seems f cannot
sit still for long. And whatever may yet come to me as
destiny and experience will include some wandering
and mountain climbing: in the end, one experiences
only oneself. The time is gone when mere__accidents
could still happen to me; and what could still come to
me now that was not mine already? What returns, what
ffnally comes home to me, is my own self and what of
myseif has long been in strange lands and scattered
among all things and accidents. And one fu*her_ thing
I know: I stand before my ffnal peak now and before
that which has been saved up for me the longest. Alas,
now I must face my hardest pathl Alas, I have begun
my loneliest walkl But whoever is of my kind cannot
es-cape sudt an hour-the hour which says to him:

"Only now are you going your way to greatnessl
Peak and abyss-they are now joined together.

'You are going your way to greatness: now that
which has hifherro been your ultimate danger has be-
come your ultimate refuge.
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"You are going your way to grebtnessr now this must

give you $9 B._eatest courage that there is no longer
any path behind you.

. "-Too are going your_way to greatness: here nobody
shall sneak after you. Your own foot has efiaced thl
path behind you, and over it there is written: impossi-
bility.

- 
'And if you now lack all ladders, then you must know

how to climb on your own headl how else would you
want to climb rpward? On your own head and away
over your own heartl Now what was gentlest in you
must still become the hardest. He who hai always spared
himself much will in the end become sickly of so 

-much

consideration. Praised be what hardens! I do not praise
the land where butter and honey flow.'One must learn to look ouaf from oneself in order
to see much: this hardness is necessary to every climber
of mountains.

"But the lover of knowledge who is obtrusive with
his eyes-how could he see more of all things than
their foregrounds? But you, O Zarathustra, rvaited to
see the_ ground and background of all things; hence you
must cfimb over yourself-upward, up until even your
stars are urtdzt youl"

fndeed, to look down upon myself and even upon my
stars, that alone I should call my peak; that has ,e-
mained for me as my ultimate peak.

Thus spoke Zarathustra to himself as he was climb-
ing, comforting his heart with hard maxims; for his
heart was sore as never before. And when he reached
the height of the rid_ge, behold, the other sea lay spread
out before him; and he stood still and remainid 

-silent

a-long time. But the night was cold at this height, and
clear and starqy bright
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I recognize my lot, he finally said sorrowfuly' WelL

I am reaiy. No* my ultimate loneliness has begun' -- -Al"r, 
tiis black sonowful sea below met Alas, this

Dreqnant nocturnal dismayl Alas, destiny and seal To
ioo"l -.ttt no\r/ qo dournf Before my highest mountain
i stand and befire my longest wandering; to that end

I must ffrst go down-deeper than ev-er I descended-
deeper into iain than ever f descended, down into its

bh6kest floo-d. Thus my destiny wants it' Well, I am

ready.
Wh"n." come thq highest mountains? I once asked'

Then I learned that ti'ey came out of the sea' The
evidence is written in their rocks and in the walls of
their peals. It is out of the deepest depth that the
highest must come to its height.

Thus spoke Zarathustra on the peak of the moun-

tain, whde it was cold; but when he came close to

the sea and at last stood alone among the cliffs, he had

become weary from walking and even more full of long-

ins than before.
Everything is still asleep now, he said; even the sea

is asleep. Dr"unk with sleep an{ {ra!g! !t l.ooks at ma

But its ireath is warm, that I feel. And I also feel that

it is dreaming. In its dreams it tosses on hard gillgry'
Listent Listeil How it groans with evil memoriest Or

"Ji 
fot"Uoaings? AIas, I am sad with-you, you. dyk

monster, and Jven annoyed with myself for your sake'

Alas, tlat my hand does not have strength- eaoughl

V"iy, I should like to deliver you from evil dreams'

And as Zarathusha was speaking thus he laughed at

himself in melancholy and bitterness' What, Zarathustra,
he said, would you sing comfort even to thesea? O you

i"*g iool, Zarathustra-, you are tnrst-overfull' But thus
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have you always been: you have always approached
everything terrible truslfully. You have wanied to pet
every monster. A whift of warm breath, a little Joft
tuft on,the paw-and at onc€ you were ready to love
and to lure it.

- Love is the danger of the loneliest; Iove of every-
thing if only it is alive. Laughable, verily, are my folly
and my modesty in love.

Thus spoke Zarathustra and laughed for the second
time. But then he recalled his friends whom he had
left; and, as if he had wronged them with his thoughtg
he_was angry with himself for his thoughts. And ioon
it happele-d that he who had laughed wept: from
wrath and longing Zarathustra wept bitterly.

ON TIIE VISION AND THE RIDDLE

I

I4lhen it got abroad among the sailors that Zarathus-
tra was on board-for another man from the blessed
isles had embarked with him-there was much curiosigr
and anticipation. But Zarathustra remained silent for
two days and was cold and deaf .from sadness and an-
swered neither glances nor questions. But on the eve-
4lg of the second day he opened his ears again,
although he still remained sileni, for there was riuch
that was strange and dangerous to be heard on this
ship, yhich came from fai away and wanted to sail
even farther, But Zarathustra wis a friend of all who
travel far and do not like to live without danger. And
behold, eventually his own tongue was loosenEd as he
listened, and thelce of his hear{ broke. Then he began
to speak thus:

To you, the bold searchers, researchers, and whoever
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€mbarks with cunning sails on terrible seas-to yorg
drunk with riddles, gtad of the twilight, whose soul
flutes lure astray to eviry whirlpool, because you do not
want to gtop" 

"long 
a thread iith cowardly'hand; and

where you-ean giess, you hate to deduce-to you
alone I telt the iiddle that' I sau, the vision of the
loneliesL

Not long ago I walkecl gloomily throug! the deadly
pallor of dusk-gloomy and hard, with Iips pressed
iogether. Not only one sun had set for me. A path that
as6ended deff antly through stones, malicious,, lonely, -not
cheered by herb'or shru-b-a mountain path crunched
under the deftance of my foot Striding silently over
the mocking clatter of pibbles, crushing the rock that
made it slipl ml foot foiced its way upward. Upward-
defyinq thi spirit that drew it downward toward the
abyss,'the tpi.it of gravity, my devil and archenemy.
Upwatd-al^though f,e tot ott me, half dwarf, half
m^ole, lame, making lame, dripping lead into my ear,
leaden thoughts into my brain-

'O Zaratliustra,'he whispered mockingly, syllable by
sflable; *you philosopher{_ stone! -You threw yourself
de hiett, Lut every slone that is thrown must fall' O
drath--ustra, you philosophert stone, you slingstone,
\rou starcrusherl tou threw yourself up so high; but
everv stone that is thrown must fall. Sentenced to
yo,riself and to your own stoning-O Zarathustra, far
i"a""a have you'thrown the ston6, but it will fall bacl
on yourself."

i},en the dwarf fell silen! and that lasted a long
time. His silence, however, oppressed me; and such
twosomeness is sureV more loneiome than being alone'
I climbed, I climbed, I dreamed, I thought; but every-
thing oppressed me. I was like one sick whom his
wicied t&t"t" makes weary, and who as he falls asleep
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is awakened by a still more wicked &eam. But there is
something in me that I call courage; that has so far
slain my every discouragement. This courage ffnally
bade me stand still and speak: 'Dwarf! It is you or Itt

For courage is the best slayer, courage which afacfts;
for in every attack there is playing and brass.

Man, however, is the most courageous animal: hence
he overcame every animal. With playing and brass he
has so far overcome every pain; but human pain is the
deepest pain.

Courage also slays dizziness at the edge of abyssesr
and where does man not stand at the edge of abysses?
Is not seeing always-seeing abysses?

Courage is- the best slayer: courage slays even pity.
But pity is the deepest abyss: as deeply as man sees
into life, he also sees into sufiering.

Courage, however, is the best slayer-courage which

"-n "h, 
which slays even death itse[ for it says, "Was

that hf.e? WelI thent Once morel"
In such words, however, there is much playing and

brass. He that has ears to hear, let him heail

2
'Stop, dwarfl' I said. 'It is I or yout But I am the

s-tronqer of us two: you do not know my abysml
thought, That you could not bearl'
- Then s-omething happened that made.me lighter, for

the dwarf jumped from my shoulder, being curious; and
he crouched on a stone before me. Bui there was
galeway just where we had stopped.'Behold this gateway, dwarft-"- I continued. 'It has

lwo {aees, Two paths meet here; no one has yet tol-
lowed either to its end. This long lane stretches back
for an eternity. And the long lane out there, that js
another eternity. They contradict each other, these
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paths; they ofiend each other face to face; and it is
here at this gateway that they come together. The name
of the gateway is inscribed above: 'Moment.' But who-
ever would follow one of them, on and on, farther and
farther-do you believe, dwarf, that these paths con-
tradict each other etemally?"

'All that is straight lies," the dwarf murmured con'
temptuously. 'All truth is crooked; time itself is a
circle.-

'You spirit of gravrty,' I said angrily, 'do not make
things too easy fbr yourselfl Or I shall let you crouch
where you are crouching, lamefoot; and it was I that
carried you to this heiglt.

'Behold," I continued,'this momentt From this gate-
way, Moment, a long, eternal lane leads backuard:
belind us lies an eternity. Must not whatever ccn walk
have walked on this lane before? Must not whatever
can happen have happened, have been done, have
passed by before? And if everything has been there
before-what do you think, dwarf, of this moment?
Must not this gateway too have been there before? And
8re not all things knotted together so firmly that this
moment draws after it all that is to come? Therefore-
itseU too? For whatever can walk-in this long lane out
there too, it must walk onee more.

'And this slow spider, which crawls in the moonlight,
and this moonlighCitself, and I and you in the gateway,
whispering together, whispering of eternal things-must
not ;U of,ts 

-have 
been there before? And return and

walk in that other lane, out there, before us, in this
long dreadful lane-must we not eternally retumP

Thus I spoke, more and more softly; for I was afraid.
of my own thoughts and the thoughts behind my
thougihts. Then suddenly I heard a dog howl neatll.
Had-I ever heard a dog howl like this? My thoughts
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raced back. Yes, when I was a child, in the most distant
childhood: then I'heard a dog howl like this. And I saw
him too, bristling, his heail rip, trembling, in the stillest
midnight when-even dogs believe in ghosts-and I
took pity: for just then the full moon, silent as deatbn
passed over the house; iust then it stood still, a round

ilow-sull on the fat roof, as if on another's PryPe*y
-that was why the dog was terriffed, for dogs believe
in thieves and ghosts. And when I heard such howling
aqain I took piry again.'where 

*"i tir" dwarf gone now? And the gateway?
And the spider? And all the whispering? Was I dream.
ing, then? Was I waking up?-Among 

wild clifis I stood suildenly alone, bleak in
the blealiest moonlight. But there lag a man. And there
-the dog, iumping, bristling, whining-now he saw
ne coming; then he howled again, he cried,. Had I e'tet
beard a dog cry like this for he\t? And veriln wha! I
saw-I had never seen the like. A young shepheril I
saw, writhing gagging, in spasms, hil face distorte4
and a heavy-black snake hung out of his mouth. Had
I ever seen so much nausea and pale dread on one
face? He seemed to have been asleep when the snake
crawled into his throat, and there bit itself fast My
hand tore at the snake and tore in vain; it did. not teat
the snake out of his throat. Then it cried out of me:
'Bitel Bite its head ofil Bitel" Thus it eried out of me-
my dread, my hatred, rny nausea, my Pity, all that is
good and wicked in me cried out of me with a single
crv.'You 

bold ones who surround met You searchers, tt-
searchers, and whoever among you has embarked with
ornning sails on unexplored seas. You who are glad
of riddlesl Guess me this riddle that I saw then, inter-
pret me the vision of the loneliesl For it was e vision
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and a foreseeing, Wtult ditl I see then in a parable?
And a:ho is it who must yet come one day? IVho ie the
shepherd into whose throat the snake crawled tbus?
Wfto is the-man into whose tlroat all that is heaviest
and blackest will crawl thus?

The shepherd, however, bit as my cry eounseled lrim;
he bit with a good bite. Far away he qpewed the head
of the snake-and he iumped up. No longer shepherd,
no longer humar-one changed, radiang hughngl
Never yet on earth has a human being laughed as he
laughecll O my brothers, I heard a laughter that was no
human laughter; and now a thirst gnaws at me, a long-
ing that never grows still. My longing for tlis laughter
gn-aws at rne; oh, how do I bear to go on livingl Anil
how could I bear to die nowl

Thus spoke Zarathustra"

ON INVOLUNTANY BLISS

With such riddles and bittemesses in his heart Zara'
t[ustra crossed the sea. But when he was four days
away from the blessed isles and from his friends, he
had-overcome all his pain; triumphant 1nd \il'ith ffrm
feet he stooil on his destiny again. And then Zarathus-
Ea spoke thus to his iubilant conseience:

I am alone again anil I want to be so; alone witb
the pure skv and open sea; again it is afternoon around
.".^It *"t io th6 afternooi that I once found my
friends for the ffrst time; it was aftemoon the second
time too, at the hour when all light grows quieter. For
whatever of happiness is still on its way between heaven
and earth nowieela a shelter in a bright soul; it is from
bappiness that all Ught b"t grown quieter.
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O afternoon of ^y lifel Once my happiness too

descended to the valley to seek shelter; and found those
operq hospitable souls. O afternoon of my lifel What
have I not $ven up to have one single thing: this
Iiving plantation of my thoughts and this monring light
of my highest hopel

Companions ttre creator once soughg and children of
his hope; anil behold, it tumed out that he could
not ffnd therL unless he ffrst created. them himself.
Ttus I am in the middle of my wor\ going to my
children and, returning from t$em: for his childrerfs
sake, Zarathustra must perfect himseU. For from tho
depths one loves only one's child and work; and where

$ere is-grea! love of oneself it is the sign of pregnancy:
thus I found it to be. My childreo ari still-verdant in
their ffrst sprin_g, stan&n[ close together and shaken by
ttre same winds-the trees of my garden and my beit
soil. And verily, where such tees stand togethei there
are blessed isles. But ore day I want to dig them up
and place each by itseLf, so it may leam solitude anl
deffancp and caution Gnarled and- bent and with sup
ple hardness it shall-then stand by the sea, a liviig
lighthouse of invincible lfa

Where the storms plunge down into the sea and the
mountain stretches out its trunk for water, there eveqy
one shall once have his day and night watches for his
testing and knowledge. He shall be known and testd
whether he is of my kind and kin, whether he is the
master of a long wilt taciturn even when he speaks,
and yielcling so that in giving he receives-so that he
may one day become my companion and a fellow
creator and fellow celebrant of Zarathustra-one who
writes my will 9-n my tablets to contribute to the greater
perfection of all tbings. Ald for his sake and thi sako
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of those like him I must perfect myself; therefore I norn'
evade my happiness andbfier myself to all unhappiness,
tbr my ffnal testing and knowledge.

And verily, it was time for me to leave; and the
rvanderer's ihaalow and the longest boredom and the
stillest hour-they all urged me: "It is high time."
The wind blew through my keyhole and said, "Come!"
Cunningly, the door flew open and said to me, "Go!"
But I liy there chainecl to the love for-my children:
desire set this snare for me-the desire for love that I
might become my childrent prey and lose myself .t9
thein. Desire-this means to me to have lost myself.
I have gou, my children! In this experience everything
shall be security and nothing desire.

But, brooding, the sun of my love lay 9n me;7'ara-
thustra was cooking in his own iuice-then shadows
and doubts few over me. I yearned for frost and
rvinter: "Oh, that frost and winter might make me crack
and crunch againl" I sighed; then icy mists rose from
me. My past blurst its toribs; many a pain that had been
buried ilive awoke, having merely slept, hidden in
burial shrouds.

Thus everything calleil out to me in signs: 'It is timel"
But I diil 

"-ot 
hear, until at last my abyss stirred and

my thought bit me. Alas, abysmal thought that is my
thoueht,-when shall I ffnd the strength to hear you

burrowing, without trernbling any- more? My heart

nouncls ti mv very throat whenever I hear you burrow'

ins. Even yout til..rc" wants to choke me, you rvho are

so"abysmaily silent. As yet I have never dared to sum'

*on yo.r; ii was etto,rgh that I carried you with me'

As yei I have not beenitrong enough for the ftnal over-
beirine, prankish bearing of the lion' Your gravity was

a*uyt"t"oiUle enough f6r me; but one day I shall yet
6nd the strength and the liont voice to summon you'
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And once I have overcome myself that far, then I also
urant to overcome myself in what is still greater; and
e victory shall seal my perfection.

Meanwhile I still drift on uncertain seas; smooth-
tongued accident flatters me; forward and backward I
looh and still see no end. As yet the hour of my ffnal
gtrugSle has not come to me+r is it coming iust now?
Veriln r+'ith beacherous beauty sea and life look at me.
^ O afternoo_n oj nqy life! O happiness before eveningt
O haven on thehigh seas! O peice in uncertainty! Hoiv
I mistrust all of youl Veriln I am mistrusdul of your
treacherous beauty. I am like the lover who mistrusts
the all-too-velvet smile. As he pushes his most beloved
before him, tender even in his hardness, and jealous,
thus I push this blessed hour before me.

Away with you, blessed hour: with you bliss came
to me_ againlt_ my will. Willing to sufier my deepest
pain, I stand here:. you came at the wrong time.

Away with you, blessed hour: rather seek shelter
ther+with my children. Hurry and bless them before
evening with rny happiness.

There evening approaches even now: the sun sinks.
Gone-*ny happinessl

Thus spoke Zarathusba. And he waited for his un-
happiness the entire night, but he waited in vain. The
night remained bright and still, and happiness itself
came closer and closer to him. Toward morning, how-
ever, Zarathustra laughed in his heart and said mock-
ingly, 'Happiness runs after me. That is because I do
not run after women. For happiness is a woman.'



276 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

BEFORE SUNRISE

O heaven above me, pure and deep! You abyss of
lightl Seeing you, I tremble with godlike desires. To
throw myself into your height, that is my depth. To
hide in your purity, that is azy innocence.

Gods are shrouded by their beauty; thus you conceal
your stars. You do not speak; thus you proclaim your
wisdom to me. Today you rose for me silently over the
roaring sea; your love and your shyness are a revelation
to my roaring soul. That you came to me, beautiful
shrouded in your beauty, that you speak to me silently,
revealing your wisdom-oh, how should I not guess
all that is shy in your soul! Before the sun you came to
me, the loneliest of all.

We are friends from the beginning: we share grief
and ground and gray dread; we even share the sun.
We do not speak to each other, because we know
too much; we are silent to each other, we smile our
knowledge at each other. Are you not the light for my
ffre? Have you not the sister soul to my insight? To-
gether we have learned everything; together we have
learned to ascend over ourselves to ourselves and to
smile cloudlessly-to smile down cloudlessly from
bright eyes and from a vast distance when constraint
and contrivance and guilt steam beneath us like rain.

And rvhen I wandered alone, for wlwm did my soul
hunger at night, on false paths? And when I climbed
mountains, ulzom did I always seek on the mountairs,
if not you? And all my wandering and mountain climb-
ing were sheel necessity and a help in my helplessness:
wlrat I rvant with all my will is to /y, to fly up iato gou.

And whom did I h:rte more than drifting clouds and
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all that stains you? And I hated even my own hatred
because it stained you. I loathe the drifting clouds,
those stealthy great cats which prey on what you and
I have in commorr-the uncanny, unbounded Yes and
Amen. We loathe these mediators and mixers, the drift-
ing clouds that are half-and-half and have leamed
neither to bless nor to curse from the heart.

Rather would I sit jn a banel under closed heavens,
rather sit in the abyss without a heaven, than see you,
bright heaven, stained by drifting clouds.

And often I had the desire to tie them fast with the
iagged golden wires of the lightning, tha! like thurr
der, I might beat the big drums on their kettle-belly-
an angry kettle.drummer-because they rob me of
your Yes and Amen, O heaven over me, pure and lightl
You abyss of lightl Because they rob you of mg Yes and
Amen. For I prefer even noise and thunder and storm-
ctrrses to this deliberate, doubting cats' calm; and
among rnen too I hate most of all the soft-treaders and
those who are half-and-half and doubting, tott€ring
drift clouds.

And 'whoever cannot bless should learn to ss15s'-
this bright doctrine fell to me from a bright heaven;
tlis star stands in my heaven even in black nights.

But I am one who can bless and say Yes, if only you
are about me, pure and light, you abyss of lighti tlren
I carry the blessings of my Yes into all abysses. I have
become one who blesses and says Yes; and I fought
long for tha! and was a ffghter that I might one day
get r-n/ hands free to bless. But this is my blessing: to
stand over every single thing as its own heaven, as its
round roof, its azure bell, and etemal security; and
blessed is he who blesses thus.

For all things have been baptized in the well of
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eternity and are beygnd good and evil; and good and
evil themselves are but intervening shadows and damp
depressions and drifting clouds.

Verily, it is a blessiig and not a blasphemy when I
teach: 'Over all things stand the heaven Accident the
heaven fnnocence, the heaven Chance, the heaven
Prankishness.'

'By Chance'-that is the most ancient nobility o!
the world, and this I restored to all things: I delivered
them from their bondage under Purpose. This freedom
and heavenly cheer I f,ave placed 6ver all things like
an azure bell when I taught that over them and through
them no *eternal will" wills. This prankish folly I have
put in the plac'e of that will when I taught: 'In eveqy-
tlring one thing is impossible: rationality.o

I'Wle reason, to be sure, a seed of wisdom scattered
from star to star-this leaven is mixed in with all
things: for folly's sake, wisdom is mixed in with all
things. A little wisdom is possible indeed; but this
blessed certainty I found in all things: tbat they would
ra*ter dance on the feet of Chance.

O heaven over me, pure and high! That is what lour
purity is to me now, that there is no eternal spide-r or
ipider web of reason; that you are to me a danct foor
fir divine accidents, that ybu are to me a divine table
for divine dice and dice players. But you blush? Did I
speak the unspeakable? Did I blaspheme, wishing- to
b-less vou? Or ii it the shame of twosomeness that makes
you blush? Do you bid me go and be silent because
tbe dng is coming now?

The-world is deep-and deeper than day had ever
been aware. Not everything may be put into words in
the presence of the day. But the day is coming so let
us parL
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O heaven over- me, bashful and glowingl O you, my

happiness before suruisel The day is coming, so let ts
partl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON VIRTUE THAT II{AXES SI(ALL

1

When Zarathustra was on land again he did not pro-
ceed straight to his mountain and his cave, but he un-
dertook many ways and questions and found out this
and that; so that he said of himself, joking: 'Behold

a river that flows, winding and t'wisting, back to its
sourcet" For he wanted to determine what had hap-
pened to man meanwhile: whether he had become
greater or smaller. And once he saw a row of new
houses; then he was amazed and said:

'What do these houses mean? Veriln no great soul
put them up as its likeness. Might an idiotic chiltl have
taken them out of his toy box? Would that another
child might put them back into his boxt And these
rooms and chambers-+an men go in and out of them?
They look to me as if made for silken dolls, or for
stealthy ni-bblen who probably also let themselves be
nibbled stealthily.o

And Zarathusha stood still and reflected. At last he
said sadly: Everything has become smallerl Every-
where I see lower gates: those who are of my kind
probably still go through, but they must stoop. Oh,
when shall I get back to my homeland, where I need
no longer stoop-no longer stoop before those uln ate
slrtallT And Zarathustra sighed and looked into the
distance. On that same day, however, he made his
speech on vhtue that makes small
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2

I walk among this people and I keep my eyes opent
they do not forgive me that I do not envy their virtues.
thiy bite at me because I say to them: small people
need small virtues-and because I ffnd it hard to ac-
cept that small people are needed.

I am still like the rooster in a strange yard, where
the hens also bite at him; but I am not angry with the
hens on that account. I am polite to them as to all
small annoyances; to be prickly to what is small strikes
me as wisdom for hedgehogs.

They all speak of me when they it around the ffre
in the'anening; they speak of me, but no one thinks
of me. llhis is the new stillness I have learned: their
noise concerning me spreads a cloak over my thoughts.

They noise among themselves: aMhat would this
sloomy cloud bring us? Let us see to it that it does not
[ti"g * a plaguef' And recently a woman tore back
her child when it wanted to come to me. 'Take the
children awayl'she cried; 'such eyes scorch children's
souls.' They cough when I speak: they think that a
cnugh fu an argument against strong winds; they guess
nothing of the roaring of my happiness. 'We have no
time yet for Zarathustra,' they argue; but what matters
a time that *has no time' for Zarathustra?

And when they praise me, how could I go to sleeP
ot their praise? Their praise is a belt of thoms to me:
it scratclies me even ai I sh^ke it ofi. And this too I
have learned among them: he who gives praise poses
as if he were $ving backi in truth, however, he wants
more gifts.

Ask my foot whether it likes their way of lauding
and luringl Verily, after such a beat and ticktock it has
no wish either to dance or to stand still. They would
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laud and lure me into a small virtue; they would per-
suade my foot to the ticktock of a small happiness.

I walk among this people and I keep my eyes open:
they have become smaller, and they are becoming
snraller and smaller; but thb is due to their docbine of
happiness and, oirtue. For they are modest in virtue,
too-because they want contentment. But only a modest
virhre gets along with contentment.

To be sure, even tbey learn in their way to stride
and to stride forward: I call it their hobbling. Thus they
become a stumbling block for everyone who is in a
hurry. And many among them walk forward while
looking backward with their necks stifi: I like running
into them. Foot and eye should not lie nor give the lie
to each other. But there is much lying among the small
people. Some of them wjll, but most of them are only
willed. Some of them are genuine, but most of them are
bad actors. There are unconscious actors among them
and involuntary actors; the genuine are always rare,
especially genuine actors.

There is little of man here; therefore their women
strive to be mannish. For only he who is man enough
will release the woman in woman.

And this hypocrisy I found to be the rporst among
them, 

'that 
even those who command, hypocritically

feign the virtues of those who serve. 'I serve, you
s€rve, we ssrvs"-drug prays even the hypocrisy of the
rulers; an{ woe, il the ffrst lord is merelV the ffrst
serrrantt

Alas, into their hypoerisies too the curiosity of my
eyes few astray; and well I guessed their fly-happiness
and their humming around sunny windowpanes. So
much kindness, so much weakness do I see; so much
justice and pity, so much weakness.

Round, righteous, and hnd they are to each other,
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round like grains of sand, righteous and kind with grains
of sand. Modestly to embrace a small happiness-that
they call *resignation'-and modestly they squint the
while for another small happiness. At bottom, these
simpletons want a single thing most of all: that nobody
should hurt them. Thus they try to please and gratify
everybody. This, however, is cowardic€, even if it be
called virtue.

And if they once speak roughly, these small people, f
hear only their hoarseness, for every draft makes them
boarse. They are clever, their virtues have cleverffngers.
But they lack ffsts, their ffngers do not know how to
hide behind ffsts. Virtue to them is that which makes
modest and tame: with that they have turned the wolf
into a dog'and man himself into man's best domestic
animal.

"We have placed our chair in the middle," your
smirking says to me; -and exactly as far from dying
ffghters as from amused sows.- That, however, is medi'
ocrity, though it be called moderation.

3
I walk among this people and I let many a word

drop; but they know neither how to accept nor how to
retain.

They are amazed that I did not eome to revile venery
and vice; and verily, I fid not csme to warn against
pickpockets either.- 

They are amazed that I am not prepared to teach wit
to their clevemess and to whet it-as if they did not
have enough clever boys, whose voices screech like
slate pencilst

And when I shout,'Curse all cowardly devils in you
who like to whine and fold their hands and prav," they
shout, Zarathustra is godless." And their teachers of
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resignation shout it especially; but it is precisely into
their ears that I like to shout, 'Yes, I am Zarathustra
the godlesst' These teachers of resignationl Whatever
is small and sick and scabbn they crawl to like lice;
and only my nausea prevents me from squashing them.

Well then, this is my preaching f.or their ears: I am
Zarathustra the godless, who speaks: 'Who is more god-
less than I, that I may delight in his instruction?"

I am Zarathustra the godless: where shall I ffnd my
equal? And all those are my equals who give themselves
their own will and reject all resignation.

f am Zarathustra the godless: I still cook every
chance in my pot. And only when it has been cooked
through there do f webome it as my food. And verily,
many a chance came to me domineeringly; but rny will
spoke to it still more domineeringly-and immediately
it lay imploringly on its knees, imploring that it might
ffnd a hearth and heart in me, and urging with flattery,
'Looh Zarathustra, how only a friend comes to bis
friendl"

But why do I speak where nobody has my ears? And
so let me shout it into all the wjnds: You are becoming
smaller and smaller, you small peoplel You are crum-
bling, you cpmfortable ones. You will yet perish of
your many small virtues, of your many small abstentiong
of your many small resignations. Too considerate, too
yielding is your soil. But that r tree may beame gred,
it must stike hard roots around hard rocks.

What you abstain from too weaves at the web of all
human future; your nothing too is a spider web and a
spider, which Iives on the blood of the future. And
when you reccive it is Uke stealing, you small men of
virtue; but even among rogues, lnnor says,'One should
steal only where one cannot rob,"

'It will give eventually--that is another teaching of



2U THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

resignation. But I tell you who are comfortablet it u:ilt
take and will take more and more from yout Oh, that
you would reject all luilfhea*ed willing and would be-
come resolute in sloth and deedl

Alas, that you would understand my word: "Do what-
ever you will, but ffrst be such as are able to usill.

oDo love your neighbor as yourself, but ffrst be such
s laae themseloe*loving with a great love, loving
with a great contempt.' Thus speaks Zarathustra the
godless.

But why do I speak where nobody has rng ears? It is
still an hour too early for me here. I am my own
precursor among this people, my own cock's crow
through dark lanes. But their hour will comel And mine
will come toot Hourly, they are becoming smaller,
poorer, more sterile-poor herbsl poor soill and soon
they shall stand there like dry grass and prairie-
and verily, weary of themselves and languishing even
more than for water-for Jtra.

O blessed hour of lightning! O secret before noon! I
yet hope to tum them into galloping ffres and heralds
with ffbry tongues-they shall yet proclaim with ffery
tongues: It is coming, it is near-flre great noonl

Thus qpoke Zarathustra.

UPON THE MOUNT OF  OL IVES

Winter, a wicked guest, is sitting at home with me;
my hands are blue from the handshake of his friend-
ship. I honor this wicked guest, but I like to ,let him sit
alone. I like to run away from him; and if one ruut
uell, one escapes him. With warm feet and warm
thoughts I run whete the wind stands still to the
sunny nook of my mount of olives. There I laugh at my
severe guest and am still well disposed toward him for
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catching the fies at home and for silencing much small
noise. For he does not sqfrer it when a mosquito would
sing, or even two; he even makes the lane lonely till the
moonlight in it is afraid at night

He is a hard guest, but I honor him, and f do not
pray, like &e pampered, to the potbellied ffre idol. Even
a little chattering of the teeth rather tlan adoring idols
-thus rny nature dictates. And I have a special grudge
against all ffre idols that are in hea! steaming and
musty.

Whomever I lovg f bve better in winter than in
summer; I mock my enemies better and more heartily
since winter dwells in my home. Heartily, in truth, even
when I crawl into bed; even then my hidden happiness
still laughs and is full of pranks; even &e dream that
lies to me still laughs. I-a crawler? Never in my life
have I crawled before tbe mighty; and if ever I lied, I
lied out of love. Therefore I am glad in the wintry bed
too. A simple bed warms me more than a rich one, for
I am jealous of my poverty, and in winter it is most
faithful to me.

I be$n every day with a bit of maliee: I mock the
winter with a cold bath; that makes my severe house
guest grumble. Besides, I like to tickle hirn with a little
wax candle to make him let th" rky come out of the
ashgn gray twilight at last. For I arn especially malicious
in the morning, in that early hour when the pail rattles
at the well and the horses whinny warmly thiough gray
Ianes. Then I-wait impatiently foi the bright rt /toisl
before me at last, the snow-bearded wintJr sky, the old
man with his white hair-the winter sky, so tacitum
that it often tacitly hides even its sun.

Was it from him that I leamed the long bright
silence? Or did he learn it frorn me? Or did ea-ch of-us
invent it independently? The origin of all good things
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ls thousandfold; all good prankish things leap into
existencr from sheer ioy: how cpuld one expect them to
do that only once? Long silencc too is a good prankish
thing-and to look out of a bright round-eyed face,
like the winter slcy, and tacitly to hide one's sun and
one's indomitable solar will: verily, this art antl this
winter prank I have learned well.

It is my favorite malice and art that my silence has
Ieamed not to b"tt"y itself thmugh silencr. Rattling
with discourse and dice, I outwit those who wait
solemnly: my will and puqpose shall elude all these
severe inspectors. That no one may disctm my ground
and ultimate will, for that I have invented my long
bright silence. Many I found who were clever: they
veiled their faces and muddied theirwaters that nobody
might see through them, deep down. But precisely to
them came the cleverer mistrusters and nutcrackersl
precisely their most hidden ffsh were ffshed out It is the
bright, the bold, the transparent who are cleverest
among those who are silent: their ground is down so
deep that even the brightest water does not betray it

You snow-bearded silent winter tky, yoo round-eyed
white-head above mel O you heavenly parable of my
soul and its prankst

And must I not conceal myself like one who has
swallowed gold, lest they slit open my soul? Must I not
walk on stilts that they overlook my long legs-all these
grudge-ioys and drudge-boys who sunound me? These
smokn room-temperature, used-up, wilted, fredul souls
-how could their grudge endure my happinessP Hence
I show them only the icc and the winter of my peaks-
and not that my mountain still winds all the belts of
t'he sun round itseU. They hear only my winter rvinds
whistling-and not that I also cross warm seas, like
tonging, heavy, hot south winds. they still have prty on
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my accidents; but my word says, 'Let accidents come
to me, they are innocent as little children.'

How could they endure my happiness if I dicl not
wrap my happiness in accidents and winter distress and
po,lglhr caps and coyerr of snowy heavens-if I my-
self did not have mercy on their pty, which is the pity
of _grudge-joys and drudge-boy* if I myself did not
ttglt b"Io* them and chatter with cold and patiently
arffer them to wrap me in their prty. This is lhe wisb
frolicsomeness and-friendliness of-my soul, that it does
not cunceal its winter and its icy winds; nor does it
conceal its chilblains.

Loneliness can be the escape of the siclq loneliness
can also be escape lron the siclc

Let them hear me chatter and sigh with the winter
cold, all these poor jealous jokers around met With such
Sighing and chattering I still escape their heated rooms.

Let them suffer and sigh over my chilblains. 'The ice
of lcnowledge will yet freeze him to deatht" they moaru

Meanwhile I run crisscross on my mount of olives
with warm feet; in the sunny nook of my mount of
olives I sing and I mock all pity.

Thus sang Zarathustra.

ON PASSING EY

_ thul, wallcing slowly among many peoples and
tbrough numerous towns, Zarathustra returned on
roundabout paths to his mountains and his cave. And
on the way he also came uneqrectedly to the gate of the
great city; but here a foaming fool jumped toward him
with outspread hands and barred his *ay. This, how-
ever, was the same fool whom the people cralled Zara-
thushat ape": for he had gathered something of his
phrasing and cadences and also liked to borrow fro'm
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the treasures of his wisdom. But the fool spoke thus to
Zarathustra:

'O Zarathustra, here is the great city; here you could
ffnd nothing and lose'everything. Why do you want to
wade through this mire? Have pity on your footl Rathet
spit on the crty gate and turn back. Here is hell for a
hermits thoughts: here great thoughts are boiled alive
and cooked till they are small. Here all geat feelings
decay: only the smallest rattleboned feelings may rattle
here. Dont you smell the slaughterhouses and ovens of
the spirit even now? Does not this town steam with the
fumes of slaughtered spirit?

'Dont you see the soulhanging like a limp, di*y rag?
And they still make newspapers of these ragsl

"Dort't you hear how the spirit has here been reduced
to plays on words? It vomits rwolting verbal swill. And
they still make newspapers of this swilll

-They hound each other end }now not where. they
overheat each other and know not why. They tinkle
with their tin, they iingle with their gold. They are cold
and seek warmth from branily; they are heated and seek
coolness from frozen spirits; tbey are all diseased and
sick with public opinions

'All lusts and vices are at home here; but there are
also some here who are virtuous: there is much service-
able, serving virtue-rnuch serviceable virtue with pen
ftngers and hard sitting- and waiting-fesh, blessed with
little stars on the chest and with padded, rumpless
daughters. There is also much piety, and there are many
devout lickqpittles, batteries of fakers and flattery-bakers
before the God of Hosts. For it is 'from above' that the
stars and the gracious spitde trickle; every starless chest
longs above.

'The moon has her cturlyard, and the courtyard has
its mooncalves; to everything, however, that comes from
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the court, the beggarly mob and all serviceable beggar-
vhtue pray. 'I serve, you serve, we serve'-thus all
serviceable virtue prays to the prince, that the deserved
star may ffnally be pinned on the narrow chest

'The moon, however, still revolves around all that is
earthly: So too the prince still revolves around ttrat
which is earthliest-but that is the gold of the shop.
keeper. The God of Hosts is no god of gold bars; the
prince proposes, but the shopkeeper disposes.

'By everything in you that is bright and strong and
good, O Zarathustra, spit on this crty of shopkeepers
and turn backl Here all blood flows putrid and luke-
wann and spumy through all the veins; spit on the great
city which is the great swill room where all the swill
spumes together. Spit on the city of compressed souls
and nanow chests, of popeyes and sticky ffngers--on
the crty of the obtrusive, the impuden! the scribble-
and scream-throats, the overheated ambitious-conceited
-where everything inftrm, infamous, lusdul, d*ky,
overmusty, pussn and plotting putre0es together: spit
on the great city and tum backl"

Here, however, Zarathustra intemrpted the foaming
foo!--and put his hand over the foolf mouth. "Stop it
Iastl" cried Zarathustra; "your speech and your manner
have long nauseated me. Why did you live near the
swamps sg_long, until you yourself have become a frog
and a toad? Does not putrid, spumy swamp-blood fow
through your own veins now that you have learned to
croak and revile thus? Why have you not gure into the
woodsP Or to plow the soil? Does not tle sea abound in
green _islands?_ I despise yoru deqpising; and if you
warned me, why did you not warn yourself?'Out of love alone shall my despising and my. warn-
ing bird fly up, not out of the swamp.
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"fhuy call you my ape, you foaming fool; but I call

you my grunting swine: with your grunting you spoil
for me my praise of folly. What was it that ffrst made
you grunt? That nobody fattered you suftciently; you
sat down to this ftlth so as to have reason to grunt much
-to have reason for much rcoenge, For all your foam-
ing is revenge, you vain fool; I guessed it well.

"But your fool's words injure me, even where you are
right. And even if Zarathustra's words uere a thousand
times righg sfrll yw would always do wrong with my
words."

Thus spoke Zarathustra; and he looked at the gre_at
city, sighed, and long remained silent. At last he spoke
thus: "I am nauseated by this great city too, and not only
by this fool. Here as there, there is nothing to better,
nothing to worsen. Woe unto this great cityl And I wish
I alreidy saw the pillar of ftre in which it will be
burned. For such pillars of ffre must precede the great
noon. But this has its own time and its own destiny.

*This doctrine, however, I give you, fool, as a parting
present: where one can no longer love, there one should
pass by."' 

Thus spoke Zarathusba, and he passed by the fool
and the geat city.

ON APOSTATES

I

Alas, all lies withered and gray that but recently
stood green and colorful on this meadow. And how
much ['oney of hope I canied from here to my beehivest
These young heaits have all become old already-and
not even old; only weary, ordinary, and comfortable.
Tlrey put it, 'We have become pious again."
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Only recently I saw them nrn out in the moming on
bold fiet: but the feet of their thirst for knowledge have
grown weary, and now they even slander the courago
they had in the morning. Verily, many among them
once lifted their legs like dancers, cheered by the
laughter in my wisdom; then they thought better of it.

Jus[ now I saw one groveling.<rawling back to the
cross. fuound light and freedom they once fluttered like
mosquitoes and young poets. A little older, a little
colder-and already they are musty mystiffers ancl
hearth-squatters.

Did their hearts perhaps grow faint because solitude
swallowed me like a whale? Did their ears perhaps
listen longingly long, in win, for me and my trumpet
and herald's calls? Alas, there are always only a few
whose hearts long retain their courageous bearing ancl
overbearing prankishness, and whose spirits also remain
patient. The rest, however, are cowards. The rest-
those are always by far the most the commonplace, the
superfluous, the all-too-many: all these are cowards.

Whoever is of my kind will also encounter the ex-
periences of my kind: so his ffrst companions will have
to be corpses and iesters. His second companions, how-
ever, will call themselveshis belieoerc: a living swarrn,
much love, much folly, much beardless veneration. To
these believers, whoever is of my kind among men
should not tie his heart; those who know the changeful,
cowardly nature of menkind should not believe in these
springtimes and colorful meadows.

Were their ahlity different, their will would be dif-
ferent too. Those who are half-and-half spoil all that is
whole. That leaves wilt-what is there to wail about?
kt them fly and fall, O Zarathustra, and do not waill
It is better to blow among tbem with rustling winds-
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blow among these leaves, O Zarathustra, that everything
wilted may run away from you even fasterl

2

1Me have become pious again'-so these apostates
confess; and some among them are even too cowardly to
confess it.

Those I look in the eye, and then I say it to their
faces and to their blushing cheeks: you are such as pray
again.

But it is a disgrace to pray! Not for everybody, but
for you and me and whoever else has a consciencc in
his head too. For Vou it is a disgrace to prayl

You know it well: your cowardly devil within you,
who would like to fold his hands and rest his hands in
his lap and be more comfortable-this cowardly devil
urges you, "There rs a God." With this, however, you
belong to the light-shunning kind who cannot rest where
there is light; now you must daily bury your head
deeper in night and haze.

And verily, you chose the hour well, for just now the
nocturnal birds are fying again. The hour has come for
all light-shunning follq the hour of evening and rest,
when they do not rest. I hear and smell it: their hour
for chase and procession has come-not indeed for a
wild chase, but for a tame, lame, snooping, pussyfoot-
ing, prayer-muttering chase-for a chase after soulful
sneaks: all the heart's mousetraps have now been set
again. And wherever I lift a curtain a little night moth
rushes out. Did it perhaps squat there together with
another little night moth? For every'where I smell little
hidden communities; and wherever there are closets,
there are new canters prayrng inside and the fog of
canters.

They sit together long evenings and say, 'Let us be-
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come as little children again and say'dear Godl'"-their
mouths and'stomachs uPset by pious confectioners.

Or they spend long evenings watching a cunning,
ambushin$, cross-marked spider, which preaches clever-
ness to the other spiders and teaches thus: 'Under

crosses one can spin well."
Or they spend the day sitting at swamps with ffshing

rods, thinking themselves profound; but whoever ffshes
where there are no ffstr, I would not even call super-
ffcial.

Or they leam to play the harp with pious pleasure-
from a composer of songs who would like to harp him-
self right into the hearts of young females; for he has
grown weary of old females and their praise.

ft they leam to shudder from a scholarly half-mad-
man who waits in dark rooms for the spirits to come to
hinr-so his spirit will flee completely.

Or they listen to an old traveling, caviling zany,who
hds learned the sadness of tones from sad winds; now he
whistles after the wind and preaches sadness in sad
tones.

And some of them have even become night watch-
men: nour they know how to blou' horns and to walk
about at night and to awaken old things that had long
gone to sleep. I heard ffve sayings about old things last
night at the garden wall: they came from zuch ol4
saddened, dried-up night watchmen.

oFor a father, he does not care enough about his
c&rildren: human fathers do this better."

'He is too old. He does not care about his children
at all any ms16"-1hus the other night watchman re-
plied.

'But does he haae any children? Nobody can prove
it, if he does not prove it himself. I have long wished.
he would for once prove it thoroughly."
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'Prove? As if he had ever proved anythingl hoof is

difficult for him; he considers it tenibly important that
one should have faith in him.'

'Sure! Suret Faith makes him blessed, faith in him.
That is the way of old people. We are no difierent our-
selves.'

Thus the two old night watchmen and scareligl'rts
spoke to each other and then tooted sadly on their
horns: so it happened last night at the garden wall. In
me, however, my heart twisted with laughter and
wanted to break and did not know whither, and sank
into my diaphragm. Verily, this will yet be my death,
that I shall sufrocate with laughter when I see asses
drunk and hear night watchmen thus doubting God. Is
not the time Iong past for all such doubts too? Who may
still awaken such old sleeping, Iight-shunning things?

For the old gods, after all, things came to an end long
ago; and verily, they had a good gay godlike end. They
did not end in a'trvilight," though this lie is told. In-
stead: one day they laughed themselves to death. That
happened when the most godless word issued from one
of the gods themselves-the word: "There is one god.
Thou shalt have no other god before mel" An old grim-
beard of a god, a iealous one, thus forgot himself. And
then all the gods laughed and rocked on their chairs and
cried, "fs not just this godlike that there are gods but
no God?"

He that has ears to hear, let him hearl

Thus Zarathustra discoursed in the town whicb he
loved and which is also called The Motley Cow. For
from here he had only two more days to go to reach
his crave and his animals again; but his soul iubilated
continually because of the neamess of his return home.
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THE NETURN IIOME

O solituilet O my home, solitudel Too long have I
lived wildly in wild strange places not to rehrn home
!o you in tears. Now you may threaten me with your
ffnger, as _mothers threaten; now you may smile at me,
as mothers smile; now you may say to me!'And who was it that, like a storm, once stormed
away from me? Who shouted in parting, 'Too long I
have sat with solitude; I have forgotten how to be
silentl'That, I suppose, you have leamed again now? O
Zarathusba, I know everything. Also that you werc
more forsaken among the many, being onel than ever
with me. To be forsaken is one thing, to be loneh an-
other: that you have learned now. And that among men
you will always seem wild and strange-wild and
strange even when they love you; for above all things
they want considerctlut.

oHere, however, you are in your own home and
house; here you can talk freely about everything and
pour out all the reasons; nothing here is asharned of
obscure, obdurate feelings. Here all things come caress-
ingly to your discourse and flatter you, for they want to
ride_ on your back. On gvery parable you ride to errery
truth. I{ere you may talkfairly and frankly to all thingi:
and veriln it rings in their ears like praise when some-
body talks straight to all things.'To be forsaken, however, is another matter. For-
do you still remember, Zarathusha? When your bird
cried high above you, when you stood in the forest, un-
decided where to turn, ignorant, near a comse-when
you said, 'May my anim-als lead met I fouid it more
dangerous to be among men than among gnimds'-
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then you were forsakenl And do you still remember,
Zarathustra? When you sat on your island, a well of
wine among empty pails, spending and expending, be-
stowing and fowing among the thirsty, until ffnally you
sat thirsty among drunks and complained by night, 'Is

it not more blessed to receive than to give, and to steal
still more blessed than to receive?'-then you were for-
saken! And do you still remember, Zarathustra? When
your stillest hour came and drove you away _fr_om yoyr-
ielf, speaking in an evil whisper, 'Speak and break!'-
when it made you repent all your waiting and silence
and discouraged your humble courage-then you were
forsaken."

O solitudel O my home, solitudel How happily and
tenderly your voice speaks to mel We do not question
each other, we do not complain to each other, we often
walk together through open doors. For where you are'
things are open and bright; and the hours too walk on
tighier feet 

-here. 
For in darkness, time weighs_ more

heavily on us than in the light. Here the words and
word-ihrines of all being open uP before me: here all
being wishes to become word, all becoming wishes to
learn from me how to speak.

Down there, howevei all speech is in vain. Therb,
forgetting and passing by are the best wisdom: that I
have learned now. He who would grasp everything
human would have to grapple with everything. But for
that my hands are too clean, I do not even want to in-
hale their breath; alas, ttrat I lived so long among their
noises and vile breathl

O happy silerrce around mel O clean srnells around
mel Oh, how this silence draws deep breaths of clean
airt Oh, how it listens, this happy silencel

But down there everyone talls and no one listens.
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You could ring in your wisdom with bells: the shop
keepers in the market place would outjingle it with
pennies.- 

Everyone among them talks; no one knows how to
understand any more. Everything falls into t}re water,
nothing falls into deep wells any longer.

Everyone among tliern talksi nothing tums out well
any more and is ffnished. Everyone cackles; but who
fill wants to sit quietly in the nest and hatch eggs?

Everyone among them talks; everything is talked to
pieces. And what even yesterday was still too hard for
time itself and its tooth, today hangs, spoiled, by scrap-
ing and gnawing, out of the mouths of the men of
today.

Everyone among them talks; everything is behayed.
And what was once called the secret ind the secrecy of
deep souls today belongs to the sheet brimpeters and
other butterflies.

Otr, everything human is strange, a noise on dark
streetst But now it lies behind me again: my greatest
danger lies behind mel

Consideration and pity have ever been my greatest
dangers, and everything human wants consideration and
pity. With concealed trutls, with a fool's hands and a
fond, foolish heart and a wealth of the little lies of pity:
thus I always liraed among men. Disguised I sat among
them, ready to mistake myself that I might endure
them, and willingly ur$ng m1'self, 'You fool, you do
not know men."

One forgets about men when one lives among men;
there is too much foreground in all men: what good are
far-sighted, far-seeking eyes there? And whenever they
mistook me, I, fool that I am, showed them more con-
sideration than mpelf, being used to hardness against
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myself, and often I even took revenge on myself for
being too considerate. Covered with the bites of poison-
ous flies and hollowed out like a stone by many drops
of malice, thus I sat among them, and I still reminded
myself, 'Everything small is innocent of its smallness."

Especially those who call themselves 'the good" I
found to be the most poisonous ftes: they bite in all
innocence, they Ue in all innocence; how could they
possibly be just to me? Pity teaches all who live among
the good to lie. Pity surrounds all free souls with musty
air. For the stupidity of the good is unfathomable.

To conceal myself and my wealth, that I learned
dorvn there; for I have found everyone poor in spiril
The lie of my pity was this, that I knew I could see and
smell in everyone what was spirit enough for him and
what was too much spirit for him. Their stiff sagesJ
called them sagacious, not stifi; thus I learned to swal'
lorv words. Their gravediggers-I called them research-
ers and testers; thus I leamed to change words. The
gravediggers dig themselves sick; under old nrbbish lie
noxious odors. One should not stir up the morass. One
should live on mountains.

With happy nostrils I again breathe mountain free-
dom. At lasl my nose is delivered from the smell of
everything human. Tickled by the shalp air 

"l 
by

spat'icling wines, my soul sneezes-sneezes and jubilates
to itself: Gesutdheitl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON TIIE TI INEE EVILS

I

In a dream, in the last dream of the morning, I stood
in the foothills today-beyond the world, held scales,
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and weighed the world. Alas; the iealous- dawn came
too early and glowed me awakel She is always iealous
of my glowing moming dreams.

Meas-urable-by him-who has time, weighable by a
good weigher, reachable by strong wings, guessable-by
diuine nutc.ackersr thus my dream found the world-
my dream, a bold sailor, haU ship, half -hurricane,
tabiturn as butterfies, impatient as falcons: how did it
have the patience or the time to weigh the world? Did
my wisdom secretly urge it, my laughingr -wide-awake
div-wisdom which mocls all'inftnite worlds'? For it
speaks, 'Wherever there is fote, rumber will become
mistress: she has more force.'

How surely my dream looked upon this ffnite worl4
not inquisitively, not acquisitively, not afraid, not beg'
ging, ai if a full apple ofiered itself to my haqd, a rigg
golden apple with cool, soft, velvet skin, thus the world
ofiered ilself to me; as if a tree waved to me, broad'
branched, strong-willed, bent as a support, even as a
footstool for one weary of his way, thus the world stood
on mv foothills: as if delicate hands carried a shrine to'on my foothills; as if
ward me, a shrine open for the delight of bashful'
acloring eyes, thus the world offered itself to me today;
not riddle enough to .trighten away human love, notnot riddle enough to .trighten away human love, not
solution enough to put to sleep human wisdom: a
humanly good tbing the world was to me today, though
one speaks so much evil of it.

How shall I thank my moming dream that I thus
weighed the world this morning? As a humanly good
thing it came to me, this &eam and heart-ctmforter.
And to imitate it by day and to learn from it what was
best in it, I shall now place the three most evil things
on the scales and weigh them humanly well. IIe that
taught to bless also taught to curse; what are the threo
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best cursed things in the worldP I shall put them on the
scaleg

Ser, the hx n dq selfuhness: these three have so
far been best cursed and worst reputed ancl lied about;
these three I will weigh humanly well

Well then, bere are my foothills and there the sea:
that rolls toward me, shaggy, flattering, the faithful old.
hundred-headed canine monster that I love. Well then"
here I will hold the scales over the rolling sea; and a
witness I choose too, to look on-yorg solitary tree'
fragrant and broad-vaulte4 that I love,

On what bridge does ttre present pass to the future?
By what compulsion does the higher compel itself to the
lower? Anil what bids even the highest grow still
higher?

Now tle scales are balanced and still three weighty
questions I threw on ig three weiglty answers balance
the other scale.

I

Sex: to all hair-shirted despisers of the body, their
thorn and stake, and cursed as "world" among all the
afterworldly because it mocls and fools all teachers of
error and confusion.

Sex: for the rabble, ihe slow ffre on which they are
burned; for all worm-eaten wood and all stinking rags,
the ever-ready rut and oven.

Sex: for free hearts, innocent and free, the garden
happiness of the earth" the future's exuberant gratitude
to dre present

Sex: only for the wilted, a sweet poison; for &e lion-
willed, however, the great invigoration of the heart and
ttre reverently reserved wine of wines.

Sex: the happiness that is the great parable of aof
higher happiness and the highest hope. For to many is
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maniage promlsed, and more than marriage-to many
who are stranger to each other thaa man and woman
And who can wholly comprehend horo strange man and
woman are to each other?

Sex-but f want to have fences around my thoughts
and even around my words, lest swine and swooners
break into my gardenl

The lust to rule: the scalding scourge of the hardest
among the hardhearted; the hideous torture that is
saved up for the cruelest; the dark fame of fiving pyres.

The lust to rule: the malicious gadfly imposed on the
nainest peoples; the mocker of all uncertain virtues; tho
rider on every horse and every pride.

The lust to rule: the earthquake that breals and
breaks open everything worm-eaten and hollow; the
nrmbling, grumbling punisher that breaks open whited
sepulchers; the lightning-like question mark beside pre-
mature answers.

The lust to rule: before whose glances man crawls
and ducl$ and slaves and becomes lowe than snake
and swine, until finally the great contempt cries out of
hin.

The lust to nrle: the terrible teacher of the great con-
tempL who preaches oaway with you" to the very faces
of cities and empires, until it ffnally cries out of them
themselveg 'Away with mef

The lust to rule: which, bowever, also ascends lur-
ingly to.$e pure and lonely and up to self-suftcient
heights, glowing like a love that luringly paints crimson
fulffllments on earthly skies.

The lust to rule--$ut who would call it lusl when
what is high longs downward for power? Verily, there
is nothing diseased or lustful in such longing and eon-
descendi"B. That the lonely heights should not remain
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lond and self-suficient etemally; that the mountain
should descend to the valley and the winds of the
height to the low plains--oh, who were to ffnd the right
name for such longlng?'Gift-giving virtue'-thus Tan-
thustra once named the unnamable.

Antl at that time it also happenetl'--antl verily, it
bappened for the ffrst time-that his word pronounced
seiishness blessed, the wholesome, healthy selffshness
that wells from a powerful soul-from a powerful soul
to which belongs the high body, beautiful, triumphant
refreshing, around which everything becomes a mirror
-the supple, persuasive body, the dancer whose para-
ble ancl-epitome is the self-enioying soul. The self-
enloyment bf such bodies and souls calls itself 'virtue.'

With its words about good and bad, such self-enjop
ment screens itself as with sacred groves; with the
Dames of its happiness it banishes from its presenoe
whatever is contemptible. From its presence it banishes
whatever is cowardly; it says: bad-that ds cowardlyl
Contemptible to its mind is anyone who always worries,
sighs, is miserable, and also anyone who pickg uP even
tfe smallest advantages. It also despises all wisdom
ftat wallows in grief; for verily, there is also wisdom
that blooms in the dark, a nightshado wisdom, wbich
always sighs: all is vain

Shy rrisaust it holds in low esteeq, alsg anyone yho
wants oaths instead of eyes and hands; also all wisdom
that is all-too-mistrustful, for that is the manner of
cowardly souls. In still lower esteem it holds the sub-
servient, the doglike, who imme&ately lie on their
bacls, the humble; and there is wisdom'too that is
humble and doglike and pious and subservient. Alto-
gether hateful and nauseating it ffnds those who never
Ifier resistance, who swdlovipoisonous spittle and evil
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glances, the all-too-patien! all-zuffering, always satis-
ffed; for that is servile.

Whether one be servile before gods and gods'kicks
or before men and stupid men's opinions-whatever fu
servile it spits on, thiJblessed selfrshness. Bad: that is
what it calls everything that is sorely stooped anil
sordidly servile, unfree blink-eyes, oppressed hearts, and
that false neldi"g manner that kisses witb wide conr-
ardly lips.

And sham wisdom: that is what it calls the would-be
wit of the servile and old and weary, and especially the
whole wicked, nitwitted, witless foolishness of priests
Ihe sham-wise, however--all the priests, the world-
wearry, and all those whose souls are womanish and
servile<h, what wicked tricks has their hickery 

"ln*yrplayed on selffshnessl And what was considered virhre
and called virtue uros playrng wicked triclcs on selffsh-
nessl And *sslfsss"-that is how all these world-weaqy
cowards and cross-marked qpiders wanted themselves,
for good reasons.

But for all these the day is now at han4 the change,
the sworil of iudgment, tlw grect noon: much shall be
revealed there.

And whoever proclaims the ego wholesome and holn
and selffshness blessed, verily, he will also tell what he
knovs, foretelling: 'Verily, it is at hand, it is near, tlo
grcat noonlo

thus spoke Zarathustra.

ON TIIE SPINIT ()3 GRAYITT

I

My tongue is of the people: I speak too crudely and
heartily for Angora rabbits. And rry speech sounds enen
stranger to all ink-fth and pen-hacks
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My hand is a fool's hand: beware, all tables and walls
and whatever else still ofrer room for foolish frill or
scribbling skill.

My foot is a cloven foot; with it I trample and tmt
orrer sticks and stones, crisscross, and I am happy as the
devil while running so fast

My stomactr-is it an eagle's stomach? For it likes
lamb best of all. Certainly it is the stomach of some
bird. Nourished on innocent things and on little, ready
and impatient to fly, to fly ofi-that happens to be my
way: how could there not be something of the bird's
way in tbat? And above all, I am an enemy of the spirit
d gravity, that is the birds way-and verily, e s\roin
€nerny, archenemn primordial enemy. Oh, where has
nd my enmity flown and misfown in the past?

Of that I could well sing a song-and will srng il
although I an alone in an empty hor-rse an'd must singi
it to my own e.rrs. There are other singers, of coursg
whose tbroats are made mellov, whose hands are made
talkative, whose eyes are made expressive, whose hea,rts
are avrakened, only by a packed boue. But I am not
lile those-

He wbo uril} me a"y i** men to fty witl havc
rroved all bmudary stoneg tle boundary stones thern-
selves will fly up into the air before him, and he wi[
rebaptize the eartlr-'the [ght one."

The ostrich runs faste,t than tbe fastest horse, but
even he buries his head gravely in tle grave earth; even
so, the man who has not yet learned to fy. Earth and
Me seem grave to him; and thus the spirit of gravity
wants it. But wboever would become light and a biril
nust hve himself: thus f teach.

Not, to be sure, with the hve of the wilting amd
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wasfing: for among tfiose erren selfJove sfinks. One
must learn to lwe oneself-thus I teacb*ith a wholo
sorne and healthy love, so that one can bear to be with
oneself and need not roam. Such roaming baptizes it-
self .love of the neighbor': with this phrase the best lies
and hypocrisies have been peqpetrated so far, and espe-
ci"lly by such as were a grave burden for all the world.

And verily, this is no command for today and to-
morro% to learn to love oneself. Rather, it is of all
arts the subtlest, the most cunning, the ultimate, and
the most patient For whatever is his own is well con'
cealed from tlle ou/ner; and of all treastrres, it is our
ovrn that we dig up last: thus the spirit of gavity
orders it

We are presented with grave words and values al-
most from the cradle: 'good" and "evil" this gift is
called. For its sake we are for$ven for living.

And therefore one sufiers little children to come unto
one-in order to forbid them betimes to love thenr
selves: thus the spirit of gravity orders iL

And we-we carry faithfully what one gives us to
bear, on hard shoulders and over rough mountains. And
should. we snreat we are told: 'Yes, life is a gave
burden." But only man is a grave burden for hirnselfl
That is because he carries on his shoulders too much
that is alien to him. Like a camel, he kneels down and
lets himself be well loaded. Especially the strong,
reverent spirit that would bear much: he loads too
many alien grave words and values on himself, and
then life seems a desert to him.

And verily, much that is our onpn is aho a grave
burdenl And much that is inside man is like an oyst€r:
nauseating and slippely and hard to grasp, so that a
noble shell with a noble embellishrnent must plead for
it But this art too one must learn: to luoe e shell and
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shiny sheen and shrewd blindness. Moreover, one is
deceived about many things in man because many a
shell is shabby and sad and altogether too much shell.
Much hidden graciousness and sbength is never
guessed; the most exquisite delicacies find no tasters.
Women know this-the most exquisite do: a little fat-
ter, a little slimmer-oh, how much destiny lies in so
Iittlel

Man is hard to discover-hardest of all for himself:
often the spirit lies about the soul. Thus the spirit of
gravity orders it. He, however, has discovered himself
who says,'This is mg gmd and evil"; with that he has
reduced to silence the mole and dwarf who say,'Good
for all, evil for all.'

Veriln I also do not like those who consider every-
thing good and this world the best. Sueh men I call
the omni-satisffed. Omni-satisfaction, which knows how
to taste everything, that is not the best taste. I honor
the recalcitrant choosy tongues and stomachs, which
have Iearned to say "I" and 'yes' and 'no.' But to
chew and digest everything-that is truly the swinet
manner. Always to bray Yea-Yuh-that only the ass has
learned, and whoever is of his spirit.

Deep yellow and hot red: thus mV taste wants it; it
mixes blood into all cplors. But whoever whitewashes
his house betays a whitewashed soul to me. Some in
love with mummies, the others with ghosts, and both
alike enemies of all flesh and blood<h, how both
ofiend my taste. For I love blood.

And I do not want to reside and abide where every-
body spits and spews: that happens to be my tastei
rather I would live even among thieves and perjurers.
Nobody has gold in his mouth. Still more revolting,
bowever, I ffnd all lickspittles; and the most revolting
human animal that I found I baptized 'parasite": it
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did not want to love and yet it wanted to live on love.

Cursed I call all who have only one choice: to be-
come evil beasts or evil tamers of beasts; among such
men I would not build my home.

Cursed I call those too who must always unit; they
ofiend my taste: all the publicans and shopkeepers and
lcings and other land- and storekeepen. Verily, I too
havl learnetl to wait-thoroughly-but only to wait for
mgself. And above all I learned to stand and walk and
run and iump and climb and dance. This, however, is
my doctriner he who would learn to fly one day must
ffrst learn to stand and walk and run and climb and
dance: one carnot fly into fying. With rope ladders I
have learned to climb to many a window; with swift
legs I climbed high masts; and to sit on high masts of
lsnowledge seemed to me no small happiness: to flicker
like smafi flames on high masts-a small light only and
yet a great comfort for shipwrecked sailon and cast-
aways.

By many ways, in many ways, I reached my truth:
it was not on one ladder that I climbed to the height
where my eye roams over my distance., And it was only
reluctantly that I ever inquired about the way: that
always ofiended my taste. I prefened to question and
try out the ways themselves.

A ttllng and questioning was my every move; and
verily, one must also learn to answer such questioning.
That, however, is my tast+not good, not bad, butmy
taste of which I am no longer ashamed and which I
have no wish to hide.

'This is mV wayt where is yours?'-thus I answered
those who asked me 'the way." For the way-that does
not exist.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.
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OLD AND NEW TABLETS

I

Here I sit and wait, surrounded by broken old
tablets and new tablets half covered with writing. When
will my hour come? The hour of my going down and
going under; for I want to go among men once more.
For that I am waiting now, for first the signs must
come to me that my how has come: the laughing lion
with the flock of doves. Meanwhile I talk to myself as
one who has time. Nobody tells me anything new3 so
I tell myseU-myself.

,,,

When I came to men I found them sitting on an old
conceit: the conceit that they have long known what
is good and evil for man. All talk of virtue seemed an
old and weary matter to man; and whoever wanted to
sleep well still talked of good and evil before going to
sleep.

I disturbed this sleepiness when I taught: what is
good and evil no one knous yef, unless it be he who
creates. He, however, creates man's goal and gives the
earth its meaning and its future. That anything at all
is good and evil-that is his creation.

And I bade them overthrow their old academic
chairs and wherever that old conceit had sat; I bade
them laugh at their great masters of virtue and saints
and poets and world-redeemers. I bade them laugh at
their gloomy sages and at whoever had at any time sat
on the tree of life like a black scarecrow. I sat down by
their great tomb road among cadavers and vultures,
and I laughed at all their past and its rotting, decaying
glory.
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Verily, like preachers of repentance and fools, L

raised a hue and cry of wrath over what among ttrem
is great and small, and that their best is still so small.
And that their greatest evil too is still so smal!'-at
that I laughed.

My wise longing cried and laughed thus out of me
-f9ry1 in the mountains, veriln a wild wisdom<ny
great broad-winged longingt And often it swept me
away and up and far, in the middle of my laughter; and
I few, quivering, an arrow, through sun-drunken de-
light, away into distant futures which no dream had yet
seen, into hotter souths than artists ever dreamed of'
where gods in their dances are ashamed of all clothes-
to speak in parables and to limp and stammer like
poets; and verily, I am ashamed that I must still be a

Poet.
Where all becoming seemed to me the dance of gods

and the prankishness of gods, and the world seemed.
free and frolicsome and as if fleeing back to itself-as
an eternal fleeing and seeking each other again of many
gods, as the happy conhoverting of each other, corr
versing again with eaeh other, and converging again
of many gods.

Where all time seemed to me a huppy mockery of
moments, where necessity was freedom itself playing
happily with the sting of freedom.

Where I also found again rry old devil and arcIr
enemy, the spirit of gravity, and all that he created:
constraint statute, necessity and consequence and pur-
pose and will and good and evil.

For must there not be that orrr which one dances
and dances away? For the sake of the light and the
lightest, must there not be moles and grave dwarfs?

L
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3
There it was too that I picked up the word 'over-

man' by the way, and that man is something that must
be overcome-that man is a bridge and no end: pro-
claiming himself blessed in view of his noon and,
evening, as the way to new dawns-Zarathustra's word
of the great noon, and whatever else I hung up over
man like the last crimson light of evening.

VeriV, I also let them see new stars along with new
nights; and over clouds and day and night I still spread
out laughter as a colorful tent.

I taught thern all rng creating ancl striving, to create
and carry together into One what in man is fragment
and riddle and dreadful accident; as creator, guesser of
riddles, and redeemer of accidents, I taught them to
work on the future and to redeem with their creation
all that has been. To redeem what is past in man and
to re-create all *it was" until the will says, ''fhus I
willed itlThus I shall will it"-this I called redemption
and this alone I taught them to call redemption.

Now I wait for my own redemptiorr-that I may go
to them for the last time. For I want to go to men
once more; under their eyes I want to go under; dy-t.t&
I want to give them my richest gift. From the sun I
learned this: when he goes down, overrich; he pours
gold into the sea out of inexhaustible riches, so that
even the poorest ffsherman still rows with golden oars.
For this I once saw and I did not tire of my tears as I
watched it.

Uke the sun, Zarathustra too wants to go under; now
he sits here and waits, surrounded by broken old tablets
and new tablets half covered with writing.
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4
Behold, here is a new tablet; but where are my

brothers to carry it down with me to the valley and
into hearts of fesh?

Thus my great Iove of the farthest demands it: do
not spare gour neighborl Man is something that must
be overcome.

There are many ways of overcoming3 see to that
you'telf! But only a jester thinks: "Man can also be
skipped ooer,"

Overcome yourself even in your neighbor: and a
right that you can rob you should not accept as a gift.

\\'hat you do, nobody can do to you in turn. Behold,
there is no retribution.

He who cannot command himself should obey. And
many can command themselves, but much is still lack-
ing before they also obey themselves.

5
This is the manner of noble soulsr thev do not want

to have anything for nothing; least of all, life. Whoever
is of the mob wants to live for nothing; we others,
however, to whom life gave itself, we always thinlc
about what we might best give in return. And veriln
that is a noble speech which says, 'What life promises
us, we ourselves want to keep to life."

One shall not wish to enjoy where one does not give
ioy. And one shall not nnslr to enjoy! For enjoyment and
innocence are the most bashful things: both do not want
to be sought One shall possess them-but rather ceelc
even guilt and suffering.
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6
My brothers, the ffrstling is always sacriffced. We,

however, are ffrstlings. All of us bleed at secret sacri-
ffcial altars; all of us burn and roast in honor of old
idols. What is best in us is still young: that attracts old
palates. Our flesh is tender, our hide is a mere lamb-
skin: how could we fail to attract old idol-priests? Eoen
im wrselaes the old idol-priest still lives who roasts
what is best in us for his feast. Alas, my brothers, how
could lirstlings fail to be sacriffces?

But thus our kind wants it; and I love those who do
not want to preserve themselves. Those who are going
under I love with my whole love: for they cross over.

7
To be true-only a few are able! And those who are

still lack the will. But the good have this ability least
of all. Oh, these good menl Good men neoer xpeak the
truth; for the spirit, to be good in this way is a disease.
They give in, these good men; they give themselves up;
their heart repeats and their ground obeysr but whoever
heeds commands does not heed himself.

Everything that the good call evil must come together
so that one truth may be bom. O my brothers, are you
evil enough for this truth? The audacious daring, the
long mistrust, the cruel No, the disgust, the cutting into
the living-how rarely does all'this come together. But
from such seed is truth begotten.

Alongside the bad conscience, all science has grown
so far. Break, break, you lovers of knowledge, the old
tabletst
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I
When the water is spanned by planks, when bridges

and railings leap over the river, verily, those are not
believed who say, 'Everything is in fux.' Even the
blockheads contradict them. *How now?" say the block-
heads. "Everything should be in fux? Aftei all, planks
and railings are ooer the river. Whatever is ooar the
river is ffrm; all the values of things, the bridges, the
concepts, all 'goodf and 'evil'-all that is frm."

But when the hard winter comes, the river-animal
tamer, then even the most quick-rvitted learn mistrust;
and verily, not only the blockheads then say, 'Does not
everything stand still?'

"At bottom everything stands still"-that is truly a
winter doctrine, a good thing for sterile times, a ffne
comfort for hibernators and hearth-squatters.

"At bottom everything stands still"jagoinsf this the
thawing wind preaches. The thawing wind, a bull
that is no plowing bull, a raging bull, a destroyer who
breaks the ice with wrathful homs. fce, however, breolcs
brtdgesl

O my brothers, is not everything in fux nou? Have
not all railings and bridges fallen into the water? Who
could still cling to "good' and "evill'?

"Woe to ust Hail to ust The thawing wind blowsl'-
thus preach in every street, my brothers.

9
There is an old illusion, which is called good and evil.

So far the wheel of this illusion has revolved around
soothsayers and stargazers. Once man believed in sooth-
sayers and stargazers, and therefore believed: 'All is
destinyr you ought to, for you must.'

Then man again mistrusted all soothsayers and star-
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gaze$, and therefore believed: 'AIl is freedom: you
can, for you will."

O my brothers, so far there have been only illusions
about stars and the future, not knowledge; and there-
fore there have been only illusions so far, not knowl-
edge, about good and evil.

1()
'Thou shalt not robl Thou shalt not killl' Such words

were once called holy; one bent the knee and head and
took off onet shoes before them. But I ask you: where
have there ever been better robbers and killers in this
workl than such holy words?

fs there not in all life itself robbing and killing? And
that such words were called holy-was not truth itself
killed thereby? Or was it the preaching of death that
was called holy, which contradicted and, contravened all
life? O my brothers, brealc, break the old tabletsl

1 1

This is my plty for all that is past: I see how all of
it is abandoned-abandoned to the pleasure, the spirit,
the madness of every generation, which comes along
and reinterprets all that has been as a bridge to itself.

A great despot might come along, a shrewd monster
who, according to his pleasure and displeasure, might
constrain and sbain all that is past till it becomes a
bridge to him, a harbinger and herald and cockcmw.

This, however, is the other danger and what prompts
my fu*her pity: whoever is of the rabble, thinks back
as far as the grandfather; with the grandfather, how-
ever, time ends.

Thus all that is past is abandoned: for one day the
rabble might become master and drown all time in
shallow waters.
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Thereforg my brothers, e new nobilfty is needed to
be the adversary of all rabble and of all that is despotic
end to write anew upon new tablets the word "noble."

For many who are noble are needed, and noble men
of many kinds, that there may be a nobility. Or as I
once said in a parable: "Precisely this is godlike that
there are gods, but no God."

t2

O my brothers, I dedicate and direet you to a new
nobility: you shall become procreators and cultivatorc
and sowers of the future-verily, not to a nobility that
you might buy like shopkeepers and with shopkeepers'
gold: for whatever has its price has little value.

Not whence you come shall henceforth constitute
your honor, but whither you are goingt Your will and
your foot which has a will to go over and beyond your-
selves-that shall constitute your new honor.

Verily, not that you have ierved a prince-what do
princes matter now?<r that you became a bulwark
for what stands that it might stand more ffrmly.

Not that your tribe has become courtly at court and
that you have learned, Iike a flamingo, to stand for long
houn in a colorful costume in shallow ponds-for the
ability to stand is meritorious among courtiers; and all
courtiers believe that blessedness after death must csm-
prise permission to sit.

Nor that a spirit which they call holy led your an-
cestors into promised lands, which I do not praisefor
where the worst of all trees grew, the cross, that land
deserves no praise. And veriln wherever this "Holy
Spirif led his knights, on all such crusades goose aids
goat in leading the way, and the contrary and crude
safled foremost.

O my brothers, your nobility should not look back-
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ward but aheadt Exiles shall you be from all father- and
forefatherJandst Your chiWren's latd. shall you love:
this love shall be your new nobility-the undiscovered
land in the most distant sea. For that I bid your sails
search and search.

In your children you shall make up for being the
children of your fathers: thus shall you redeem all that
is past. This new tablet I place over you.

r3
'Why live? All is vanity! Living-that is threshing

straw; living-that is consuming oneself in fames with-
out becoming warm." Such antiquarian babbling is still
considered "wisdom'; it is honored all the more for
being old and musty. Mustiness too ennobles.

Children might speak thus: they fear the ffre be-
cause it burned them. There is much childishness in
the old books of wisdom. And why should those who
always 'thresh strau)" be allowed to blaspheme thresh-
ing? Such oxen should be muzzled after all.

Such men sit down to the table and bring nothing
along, not even a good appetite; and then they blas-
pheme: "All is vanity." But eating and drinking well' O
my brothers, is verily no vain art. Brealg break the old
tablets of the never gayt

74
'To the clean all is clean," the people say. But I say

unto you, "To the mean all becomes mean."
Therefore the swooners and head-hangers, whose

hearts also hang limply, preach, "The world itself is a
fflthy monster." For all these have an unclean spirit-
bu! especially those who have neither rest nor rePose
qrcept when they see the world from aboft, the altev
worldly. To these I say to their faces, even though it
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may not sound nice: the world is like man in having
a backside abaft; that much is true. There is much
fflth in the world; that much is true. But that does not
make the world itself a filthy monster.

There is wisdom in this, that there is much in the
world that smells foul: nausea itself creates wings and
water-divining powers. Even in the best there is still
something that nauseates; and even the best is some-
thing that must be overcome. O my brothers, there is
much wisdom in this, that there is much filth in the
world.

15
Such maxims I heard pious afterworldly people

speak to their conscience-verily, without treachery or
falseness, although there is nothing falser in the whole
world, nothing more treacherous:

'Let the world go its wayl Do not raise one ffnger
against itl'

"Let him who wants to, strangle and stab and feece
and flay the people. Do not raise one ffnger against itt
Thus will they learn to renounce the world."

"And your own reason-you yourself should stife
and strangle it; for it is a reason of this world; thus
will you yourself learn to renounce the world."

Break, break, O my brothers, these old tablets of the
pious. Break tlle maxims of those who slander the
world.

r6
'\Mhoever learns much will unleam all violent desire"

-that is whispered today in all the dark lanes.'Wisdom makes weary; worth while is-nothing;
thou shalt not desiret"-this new tablet I found hang-
ing even in the open market places.
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Break, O -y brothen, break this nerp tablet too.
The world-weary hung it up, and the preachers of
death, and also the iailers; for behold, it is also an
exhortation to bondage. Because they learned badln
and the best things not at all, and everything too e11ly
and everything too hastily; because they ate badln
therefore they got upset stomachs; for their spirit is an
upset stomach-which counsels death. For v94yt *y
biothers, the spirit tis a stomach. I,rfe is a well of ioy;
but for those out of whom an uPset stomach speaks,
which is the father of melancholy, all wells are poisoned.

To gain knowledge is a foy for the lion-willetll But
those who have become weary are themselves merely
being'willed,'and all the billows play with them. And
this il always the manner of the weak: they get lost on
the way. And in the end their weariness still asks, 'Why

did wi ever pursue any \ilay at all? It is all the same."
Their ears afpreciate the pieaching, 'Nothing is worth
whilel You shall not willl' Yet this is an exhortation to
bondage.

O my brothers, like a fresh roaring wind Zarathusba
comes io all who are weary of the way; many noses he
will yet make sneeze. Through walls too,, my free breath
blows, and into prisons and imprisoned spirits. To will
liberates, for to will is to create: thus I teach. And you
shall learn solely in order to create.

And you shaf ffrst learn from me how to learehow
to learn well. He that has ears to hear, let him hearl

t7
There stands the bark; over there perhaps the great

nothing lies. But who would embark on this"perhaps"?
No onI of you wants to embark on t}re bark of death.
Why then 

-do 
you want to be world-weary? World-

weary! And yori are not even removed from the earth.
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Lusting after the earth I have always found you; in
Iove even with your own earth-weariness. Not for
nothing is your lip hanging; a little earthly wish still
sits on it. And in your eyes4oes not a little cloud of
unforgotten earthly joy foat there?

There are many good inventions on earth, some use-
ful, some pleasing: for their sake, the earth is to be
loved. And there is such a variety of well-invented
things that the earth is like the breasts of a woman:
useful as well as pleasing.

But you who are world-weary, you who are eartb
lazy, you should be lashed with switches: with lashes
one should make your legs sprightly again. For when
you are not invalids and decrepit wretches of whom the
earth is weary, you are shrewd sloths or sweet-toothed,
sneaky pleasure-cats. And if you do not want to run
again with pleasure then you should pass away. To
the incurable, one should not try to be a physiciarr-
thus Zarathustra teaches-so you shall pass awayl

But it takes more courage to make an end than to
make a new verse: all physicians and poets know that

r8
O my brothers, there are tablets created by weariness

and tablets created by rotten, rotting sloth; but though
they speak alike, they must be understood difierently.

Behold this man languishing here! He is but one span
from his goal, but out of weariness he has deffantly
lain down in the dust-this courageous manl Out of
weariness he yawns at the way and the earth and the
goal and himself: not one step farther will he go-this
courageous man! Now the sun glows on him and the
dogs lick his sweat; but he lies there in his deffance
and would sooner die of thirst--die of thirst one span
alvay from his goall Verily, you rvill yet have to drag
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him by the hair into his heaven-this herol Better yet
let him lie where h" l"y down, and let sleep, the com-
forter, come to him with cooling, rushing rain. Let him
lie till he awakes by himself, till he renounces by him-
self all weariness and whatever weariness taught through
him. Only, my brothers, drive the dogs away from him,
the lazy creepers, and all the ravenous vermi*-all the
raving vermin of the 'educated," who feast on every
bero's sweaL

I draw circles around T" *U sacred boundaries;
fewer and fewer men climb with me on ever higher
mountains: I am building a mountain range out of ever
more sacred mountains But wherever you may climb
with me, O *y brothers, see to it that no parasite
climbs with you. Parasites: creeping, cringing worms
which would batten on your secret sores. And this is
their art, that they ffnd where climbing souls are weary;
in your grief and discouragement, in your tender parts,
they build tleir nauseating nests. Where the strong are
weak and the noble all-too-soft-there they build their
nauseating nests: the parasites live where the great have
little secret sores.

What is the highest species of all being and what is
the lowest? The parasite is the lowest species; but who-
ever is of the highest species will nourish the most
parasites. For the soul that has the longest ladder and
reaches down deepest-how should the most parasites
not sit on that? The most comprehensive soul which
can run and stray and roam farthest within itself; the
most necessary soul, which out of sheer joy plunges it-
self into chance; the soul which having being, dives
into becoming; the soul which fras, but uants to want
anil will; the soul which flees itseU and catches up with
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itself in the widest circle; the wisest soul, which folly
exhorts most sweetly; the soul which loves itself most,
in which all things have their sweep and countersweep
and ebb and flood-oh, how should the highest soul
not have the worst parasites?

20

O my brothers, am I cruel? But I say: what is falling,
we should still push. Everything today falls and decays:
who would check it? But l-I even want to push it.

Do you know the voluptuous delight which rolls
stones into steep depths? These human beings of to-
day-look at them, how they roll into my depth!

I am a prelude of better players, O my brothers! A
precedentl Follow my precedentl

And he whom you cannot teach to fy, teach to fall
fasterl

2L

I love the valiant; but it is not enough to wield a
broadsword, one must also know against whom. And
often there is more valor when one refrains and passes
by, in order to save oneself for the worthier enemy.

You shall have only enemies who are to be hated,
but not enemies to be despised: you must be proud of
your enemy; thus I taught once before. For the worthier
enemy, O my friends, you shall save yourselves; there-
fore you must pass by much<specially much rabble
who raise a din in your ears about the people and about
peoples. Keep your eyes undeffled by their pro and
conl l,here is much justice, much injustice; and whoever
looks on becomes angry. Sighting and smiting here
become one; therefore go away into the woods and lay
your sword to sleep.

Go your oun wayst And let the people and peoples



822 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
go theirs-dark ways, verily, on which not a single hope
flashes any more. Let the shopkeeper rule where all that
still glitters is-shopkeepers' gold. The time of kings is
past: what calls itself a people today deserves no kings.
Look how these peoples are now like shopkeepers: they
pick up the smallest advantages from any rubbish. They
lie around lurking and spy around smirking-and call
that "being good neighbors.' O blessed remote time
when a people would say to itself, "I want tobe mastet
-over peoples.' For, my brothers, the best should rule,
the best also want to rule. And where the doctrine is
difrerent, there the best is lncking.

22

lf those got free bread, alasl For what rvould they
clamor? Their sustenanc*that is what sustains their
attention; and it should be hard for them. They are
beasts of prey: in their'work" there is still an element
of preying, in their *earning' still an element of over-
reaching. Therefore it should be hard for them. Thus
they should become better beasts of prey, subtler, more
prudent, motehuman; for man is the best beast of prey.
Illan has already robbed all the beasts of their virtues,
for of all beasts man has had the hardest time. Only the
birds are still over and above him. And if man were to
learn to fy-woe, to what heights would his rapacious'
ness flyP

23
Thus I want man and woman: the one fft for war, the

other ftt to give birth, but both fft to dance with head
and limbs. And we should consider every day lost on
which we have not danced at least once. And rve should
call every truth false which was not accomPanied by at
least one laugh.
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24
Your wedlock: see to it that it not be a bad lock. If

you lock it too quickly, there follows wedlock-breaking;
adultery. And better even such wedlock-breaking than
wedlock-picking, wedlock-tricking. Thus said a woman
to me: "Indeed I committed adultery and broke my
wedlock, but ffrst my wedlock broke me!"

The worst among the vengeful I always found to be
the ill-matched: they would make all the world pay for
it that they no longer live singly.

llerefore I would have those who are honest say to
each other, '\Me love each other; let us see to it that we
remain in love. Or shall our promise be a mistake?'

'Give us a probation and a little marriage, so that rve
may see whether we are fft for a big marriage. It is a
big thing always to be two."

Thus I counsel all who are honest; and what rvould
my love for the ovennan and for all who shall yet eome
amount to if I counseled and spoke difierently? Not
merely to reproduce, but to produce something higher
-Joward that, my brotherq the garden of marriage
should help you.

25
l4/hoever has gained wisdom conceming ancient

origins will evenhrally look for wells of the future and
for new origins. O my brothen, it will not be overlong
before new peopbs ori$nate and new wells roar down
into new depths. For earthquakes bury many wells and
leave many languishing, but they also bring to light
inner powers and secrets. Earthquakes reveal new
wells. In earthquakes that strike ancient peoples, new
wells break open.

And whoever shouts, ?ehold, a well for many who
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are thirsty, a heart for many who are longing, a will for
many instrumsnfs'-slsund that man there will gather
a people; that is: many triers.

Who can command, who must obey-that is tried, wt
there. Nas, with what long kials and surmises and un-
pleasant surprises and leaming and rebialsl

Human society is a trial: thus I teach it-a long trial;
and what it tries to ffnd is the commander. A trial, O my
brothers, and rwt a 'contract." Breal<, break this word
of the softhearted and half-and-halfl

z6
O my brothers, who represents the greatest danger

for all of man's future? Is it not the good and the just?
fnasmuch as they say and feel in their hearts, 'We al-
ready know what is good and just, and we have it too;
woe unto those who still seek here!" And whatever harm
the evil may do, the harm done by the good is the most
harmful harm. And whatever harm those do who slan-
der the worl4 the harm done by the good is the most
harmful harm.

O my brothers, one man onc€ saw into the hearts of
the good and the just and said, 'They are the phari-
sees.o But he was not understood. The good and the

iust themselves were not permitted to understand him:
their spirit is imprisoned in their good conscience. The
stupidity of the good is unfathomably shrewd. This,
however, is the truth: the good must be pharisees-
they have no choice. The good mast cruci$ bim who
invents his ovrn virtue. That is the tmthl

The second one, however, who discovered their land
-the land, heart, and soil of the good and the iust-
was he who asked, *Whom do they hate most?" The
qeatot thev hate most: he breaks tablets and old values.
He is a breaker, they call him lawbreaker. For the good
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arc unnble to create; they are always the beginning of
the endr they crucify him who writes new values on
new tablets; they sacriffce the future to themseloes-
they crucify all mans future.

The good have always been the be$nning of the end.

e,7
O my brothers, have you really understood this wordP

And what I once said concerning the "last marf'? Who
represents the greatest danger for all of man's future?
Is it not the good and the just? Brcak, brcak the gooil
and the iust! O my brothers, have you really understood
this word?

zB
You flee from me? You are frightened? You tremble

at this word?
O my brothers, when I bade you break the good and

the tablets of the good, only then did I embark man on
his high sea. And only now does there come to him the
great fright, the great looking-around, the great sick-
ness, the great nausea, the great seasickness.

False coasts and false assurances the good have
taught you; in the lies of the good you were hatched
and huddled. Everything has been made fraudulent and
has been twisted through and through by the good.

But he who discovered the land 'marL" also dis-
covered the land'man's future." Now you shall be sea-
farers, valiant and patient. Walkupright betimes, O my
brothers; learn to walk upright. The sea is raging; many
want to right themselves agaip with your help. The sea
is raging; everything is in the sea. Wbll then, old sea
dogsl What of fatherland? Our helm steers us toward
ov child:rets latdl Out there, stormier than the sea"
stonns our great longingl
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29
'Why so hard?" the kitchen coal once saitl to tbe

diamond. 'After all, are we not close kin?"
Why so soft? O my brothers, thus I ask )ou: are you

not after all my brothersP
Why so soft, so pliant and yietding? Why is there so

much denial, self-denial, in your hearts? So little destiny
in your eyes?

And if you do not want to be destinies and inexorable
ones, how can you hiumph with me?

And if your hardness does not wish to fash and cut
and cut through, how can you one day create with me?

For creators are hard. And it must seem blessedness
to you to impress your hand on millennia as on wax,

Blessedness to write on the will of millennia as on
bronze-harder than bronze, nobler than bronze. Only
the noblest is altogether hard.

This new tablet, O my brotherg I place over you:
becorne lwrdl

3o
O thou my willl Thou cessation of all need, my u)n

necessityl Keep me from all small victoriest Thou des-
tination of my soul, which I call destinyl Thou in-mel
Over-mel Keep me and save me for a great destinyl

And thy last greatness, my will, save up for thy last
feat that thou mayest be inexorable in thy victory. Alas,
who was not vanquished in his victory? Alas, whose
eye would not darken in this drunken twilight? Alas,
whose foot would not reel in victory and forget how to
stand?

That I may one day be ready and ripe in the great
noon! as ready and ripe as glowing bronze, clouds
pregnant with lightning, and swelling milk udders-
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ready for myself and my most hidden will: a bow lust-
ing for its arrow, an arrow lusting for its, star'-a star
ready and ripe in its noon, glowing, pierced, enraptured
by annihilating sun arrows-a sun itself and an inexora-
ble solar will, ready to annihilate in victoryt

O will, cessation of all need, my oun necessityl Save
me for a great victoryl

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

TIIE CONVALESCENT

1

One morning, not long after his return to the cave,
Zarathustra jumped up from his resting place like a
madman, roared in a terrible voice, and acted as if
somebody else were still lying on his resting place who
refused to get up. And Zarathustra's voice resounded so
that his animals approached in a fright, while out of all
the caves and nooks that were near Zarathustra's cave
all animals fled-flfng, futtering, crawling, jumping,
according to the kind of feet or wings that were given
to them. Zarathustra, however, spoke these words:

Up, abysmal thought, out of my depthl I am your
cock and dawn, sleepy worm. Upl Up! My voice shall
)€t crow you awakel Unfasten the fetters of your ears:
listen! For I want to hear you. Up! Upl Here is thunder
enough to make even tombs learn'to listen. And wipe
sleep and all that is purblind and blind out of your eyesl
Listen to rne even with your eyes: my voice cures even
those born blind. And once you are awake, you shall
remain awake eternally. It is not my way to awaken
great-grandmothers from their sleep io bil tbem sleep
on!

You are stirring, stretching, wheezing? Upl Upl You
shall not wheeze but speak to me. Zarathustra, the goil-
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lesg summons youl I, Zarathustra, the advocate of life,
the advocate of sufiering, the advocate of the circle; I
summon you, my most abysmal thoughtl

Hail to mel You are coming, I hear you. My abyss
speaks, I have turned my ultimate depth inside out into
the Ught. Hail to me! Come herel Give me your handl
Huhl Let gol Huhhuhl Nausea, nausea, nausea-woe
unto mel

2

No sooner had Zarathustra spoken these words than
he fell down as one dead and long remained as one
dead. But when he regained his senses he was pale, and
he trernbled and remained lytng there, and for a long
time he wanted neither food nor drink. This behavior
lasted seven days; but his animals did not leave him by
day or nigh! except that the eagle flew ofi to get food.
And whatever prey he got together, he laid on Zata-
thustra's resting place; and eventuaUy Zarathustra lay
among yellow and red berries, grapes' rose apples,
fragrant herbs, and pine cones. But at his feet two
lambs lay spread ouC which the eagle had with diffi'
culty robbed from theh shepherds.

At last, after seven days, Zarathustra raised himself
his restins olace. took a rose apple into his hand,on his resting place, took a rose apple into his hand,

smelled it and found its fragrance loveb. Then hissmelled it, its fragrance lovely. Then his
animals thought that the time had come to speak to him.

"O Zarathustra,- they said, 'it is now seven days that
you have been lying like this with lreavy eyes; wont
you at last get up on your feet again? SteP 9"t of ygur
cave: the wbrfti awaits you like a garden. The wind is
playr"g wigh hearry fragrances that want to get to,you'
ind a[ the brools would run after you. All things have
been longing for you, while you have remained alone for
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seven days. Step out of your cave! All things would be
your physicians. Has perhaps sorne new knowledge
come to you, bitter and hard? Like leavened dough you
have been lying; your soul rose and swelled over all its
rims."

"O *y animals,' replied Zarathustra, "chatter on like
this and let me listen. It is so refreshing for me to hear
you chattering: where there is chattering, there the
world lies before me like a garden. How lovely it is that
there are words and sounds! Are not words and sounds
rainbows and illusive bridges between things which are
eternally apart?

*Io every soul there belongs another world; for every
soul, every other soul is an afterworld. Precisely be-
tween what is most similar, illusion lies most beauti-
fully; for the smallest cleft ii the hardest to bridge.

"For m*how should there.be any outside-myselfP
There is no outside. But all sounds make us forget this;
how lovely it is that we forget. Have not names and
sounds been given to things that man might ffnd things
refreshing? Speaking is a beautiful follyr with that man
dances over all things. How lovely is all talking, and all
the deception of soundsl With sounds our love dances
on many-hued rainbows."

"O Zarathustra," the animals said, 'to those who
think as we do, all things themselves are dancing: they
come and offer their hands and laugh and fee-and
come back. Everything goes, everything comes back;
eternally rolls the wheel of being. Everything dies,
everything blossoms again; etemally runs the year of
being. Everything breaks, everything is joined anew;
eternally &e same house of being is built. Everything
parts, everything greets every other thing again; eter-
nally the ring of being remains faithful to itself. In
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every Now, being begins; round every Here rolls the
sphere There. The ccnter is everywhere. Bent is the
path of eternity."

"O you buffoons and barrel organs!' Zarathustra re-
plied and smiled again. "How well l'ou knorv rvhat had
to be fulfflled in seven days, and horv that monster
crawled down my throat and sufiocated me. But I bit
oft its head and spewed it out. And you, have you al-
ready made a hurdy-gurdy song of this? But norv I lie
here, still weary of this biting and spewing, still sick
from my own redemption. And gou watched all tlfis? O
m1'animals, are even you cruel? Did you want to watch
my great pain as men do? For man is the cruelest
animal.

*At tragedies, bullffghts, and cruciftxions he has so
far felt best on earth; and when he invented hell for
himself, behold, that was his heaven on earth.

"\\'hen the great man screams, the small man comes
running with his tongue hanging from lasciviousness.
But he calls it his pity.'

"The small man, especially the poet-how eagerly he
accuses life with wordsl Hear him, but do not fail to
hear the delight that is in all accusation. Such accuse$
of life-life overcomes with a wink. 'Do you love me?'
she says impudently, 'Wait a little while, just yet I
have no time for you.'

"\lan is the cruelest animal against himself; and
w'henever he calls himself 'sinner' and'cross-bearer' and
'penitent,' do not fail to hear the voluptuous delight
that is in all such lamentation and accusation.

'And I myself4o I thus want to be mans accuser?
Alas, my animals, only this have I learned so far, that
man needs what is most evil in him for what is best in
hinr-that whatever is most evil is his best power and
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the hardest stone for the highest creator; and that man
must become better and more evil.

"My torture was not the knowledge that man is evil
-but I cried as no one has yet cried: 'Alas, that his
greatest evil is so very smalll Alas, that his best is so
very small!'

"The great disgust with man-fhrs choked me and
had crawled into my throat; and what the soothsayer
said: 'All is the same, nothing is worth while, knorvl-
edge chokes.' A long twilight limped before me, a sad-
ness, weary to death, drunken with death, speaking
with a yawning mouth. Eternally recurs the man of
whom you are weary, the small man'-thus yawned my
sadness and dragged its feet and could not go to sleep.
Man s earth turned into a cave for me, its chest sunken;
all that is living became human mold and bones and
musty past to me. It{y sighing sat on all human tombs
and could no longer get up; my sighing and questioniug
croaked and gagged and gnawed and wailed by day
and night: 'Alas, man recurs eternallyl The small man
recurs etemallyt'

"Naked I had. once seen both, the greatest man ancl
the smallest man: all-too-similar to each other, even the
greatest all-too-human. All-too-small, the greatestl-that
was my disgust with man. And the etemal recurrence
even of the smallest-that was my disgust with all
existence. Alas! Nausea! Nauseal Nauseal'

Thus spoke Zarathustra and sighed and shuddered,
for he remembered his sickness. But then his animals
would not let him go on.

"Do not speak on, O convalescent!" thus his animals
answered him; "but go out where the world awaits vou
like a garden. Go ou-t to the roses and bees and dove-
cots. But especially to the songbirds, that you may learn
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from them how to singl For singing is for the convales-
cent; the healthy can speak. And when the healthy man
also wants songs, he wants different songs from the
convalescent."

"O you buffoons and barrel organs, be silentl'Zara-
thustra replied and smiled at his animals. "How well
you know what comfort I invented for myself in seven
dayst That I must sing again, this comfort and convales-
cence I invented for myself. Must you immediately turn
this too into a hurdy-gurdy song?-

"Do not speak onl' his animals answered him again;
"rather even, O convalescent, fashion yourself a lyre
ffrst, a new lyrel For behold, Zarathustra, nerv ly:res are
needed for your new songs. Sing and overfow, O7,ara-
thustra; cure your soul with new songs that you may
bear your great destiny, which has never yet been any
man's destiny. For your animals know well, O Zara-
thustra, who you are and must become: behold, you
arc the tercher of the eterrwl recunence-that is your
destinyl That you as the ffrst must teach this doctrine-
how could this great destiny not be your greatest danger
and sickness too?

"Behold, we know what you teach: that all things
recur etemalln and we ourselves too; and that we have
already existed an etemal number of times, and all
things with us. You teach that there is a great yeal of
becoming, a monster of a great year, which must, fike
an hourglass, turn over again and again so that it may
run down and run out again; and all these years are
alike in what is greatest as in what is smallest; and we
ourselves are alike in every great year, in what is great-
est as in what is smallest.

'And if you wanted to die now, O Zarathustra" be-
hold, we also know how you would then speak to your'
self. But your animals beg you not to die yet. You
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would qpeak, without trembling but breathing deeply
with happiness, for a great weight and sultriness would
be taken from you who are most patient

*'Now I die and vanish,' you would san 'and all at
once I am nothing. The soul is as mortal as the body.
But the knot of causes in which I am entangled recurs
and will create me again. I myself belong to the causes
of the eternal recurrence. I come again, with this sun,
with this earth, with this eagle, with this selpent-nof
to a new life or a better life or a similar life: I come
back eternally to this same, selfsame life, in what is
greatest as in what is smallest, to teach again the eternal
recurrence of all things, to speak again the word of the
great noon of earth and man, to proclaim the overman
again to men. I spoke my word, I break of my word:
thus my eternal lot wants it; as a proclaimer I perish.
The hour has now come when hewho goes under should
bless himself. Thus ends Zarathtstra's going under.'-

When the animals had spoken these words they were
silent and waited for Zarathusba to say something to
them; but Zarathustra did not hear that they were silent.
Rather h" l"y still with his eyes closed, Iike one sleep-
ing, although he was not asleep; for he was conversing
with his soul. The se{pent, however, and the eagle,
when they found him thus silent, honored the great
stillness around him and cautiously stole away,

ON THE CNEAT LONGING

O my soul, I taught you to say "today" and *one day"
and *formerly'' and to dance away over all Here and
llhere and Yonder.

O my soul, I delivered you from all nools; I brushed
dust, spiders, and twilight ofi you.

O my soul, I washed the little bashfulness and the
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nook-virhre ofi you and persuaded you to stand naked
before the eyes of the sun. With the storm that is called

"pitit" 
I blew over your wavy sea; I blew all clouds

away; I even strangled the shangler that is called "sin.'
O my soul, I gave you the right to say No like tho

storm, and to say Yes as the clear sky says Yes: now you
are stitl as light whether you stand or walk through
storrrs of negation.

O my soul, I gave you back the freedom over the
created and uncreated; and who knows, as you know,
the voluptuous delight of what is yet to comeP

O my soul, I taught you the contempt that does not
come like the worm's gnawing, the great, the loving
contempt that loves most where it despises most

0 my soul, I taught you to persuade so well that fou
persuade the very ground-like the sun who persuades
even the sea to his own height.

O my soul, I took from you all obeying, knee-bending,
and'Lord"-saying; I myself gave you the name "cessa-
tion of need" and -destiny."

O my soul, I gave you new names and colorful toys;
I called you *destiny" and *circumference of circum-
ferences" and "umbilical cord of time' and "azure bell."

O rny soul, I gave your soil all wisdom to drinlq all
the new wines and also all the immemorially oltt strong
wines of wisdom.

O my soul, I powecl eve{y sun out on you, and every
night and every silence and every longing: then you
qrew up like a vine.- 

O -i soul, overrich and heavy you now stand there,
like a vine with swelling udders and crowded brown
gold-grapes-crowded and pressed by your happiness,
waiting in your superabundance and still basMul about
waiting.

O my soul, now there is not a soul anywhere that
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would be more loving and comprehending and compre.
hensive. Where ..vould future and past dwell closer to-
gether than in you?

O my soul, I gave you all, and I have emptied all my
hands to you; and now-now you say to me, smiling
and full of melancholn 'Which of us has to be thank-
ful? Should not the giver be thankful that the receiver
received? Is not giving a need? Is not receiving mercy?"

O my soul, I understand the smile of your melan-
choly: now your own overrichness stretches out longing
hands. Your fullness gazes over roaring seas and seeks
and waits; the longing of overfullness gazes out of the
smiling skies of your eyes. And verily, O my soul, who
could see your smile and not be melted by tears? The
angels themselves are melted by tears because of the
overgraciousness of your smile. Your graciousness and
overgraciousness do not want to lament and weep; and
yet, O my soul, your smile longs for tears and your
trembling mouth for sobs, 'Is not all weeping a lamen-
tation? And all lamentation an accusation?" Thus you
speak to yourself, and therefore, my soul, you would
sooner smile than pour out your sufiering-pour out
into plunging tears all your suffering over your fullness
and over the vine's urge for the vintager and his knife.

But if you will not weep, not weep out your crimson
melancholy, then you will have to sing, O my soul. Be,
hold, I myself smile as I say this before you: sing with
a roaring song till all seas are silenced, that they may
listen to your longing-till over silent, longing seas the
bark floats, the golden wonder around whose gold all
good, bad, wondrous things leapalso many great and
small anirnals and whatever has light, wondrous feet for
running on paths blue as violets-toward the golden
wonder, the voluntary bark and its master; but that is
the vintager who is waiting with his diamond knile-
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your grcat deliverer, O my soul, the nameless one for
whom only future songs will ffnd names. And verily,
€ven now your breath is fragrant witb future songs;
even now you are glowing and dreaming and drinking
thirstily from all deep and resounding wells of comfort;
even now your melancholy is resting in the happiness of
future songs.

O my soul, now f have given you all, and even the
last I had, and I have emptied all my hands to you:
that I bade you sing, behold, that uas the last I had.
That I bade you sing-speak now, speak: which of us
has to be thankful now? Better yet, however: sing to
me, sing, O my soull And let me be thankful

Thus spoke Zarathusta.

THE OTHEN DANCING SONG

I

fnto your eyes I looked recently, O life: I saw gold
blinking in your nighreye; my heart stopped in delight:
a golden boat I saw blinking on nocturnal waters, a
golden rocking-boat, sinking, drinking, and winking
again. At my foot, frantic to dance, you cast a glance, a
laughing, questioning, melting rocking-glance: twice
only you stirred your rattle with your small hands, and
my foot was already rocking with dancing frenzy.

My heels twitched, then my toes hearkened to under'
stand you, and rose: for the dancer has his ear in his
toes.

I leaped toward you, but you fled blck from my leap,
and the tongue of your fleeing, fying hair Iicked me in
its sweep.

Away from you I leaped, and from your serpents'ire;
and already you stood there, half turned, your eyes full
of desire.



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: THIRD PART 837
With crooked glances you teach me-crooked ways;

on crooked ways my foot learns treachery.
I fearyou near, I love you far; your fight lures me,

your seeking cures me: I sufier, but what would I not
gladly suffer for you?

You, whose coldness ffres, whose hatred seduces,
whose flight binds, whose scorn inspires:

Who would not hate you, you great binder, enhviner,
temptress, seeker, and ffnder? Who would not love you,
you innocent, impatient, wind-swift, child-eyed sinner?

Wherbto are you luring me now, you never-tame ex-
treme? And now you are fleeing from me again, you
sweet wildcat and ingratel

I dance after you, I follow wherever your traces
linger. Where are you? Give me your hand! Or only one
ffngerl

Here are caves and thickets; we shall get lost. Stopl
Stand stilll Dont you see owls and bats whirring past?

You owl! You batl Intent to confoundt Where are we?
Such howling and yelping you have leamed from a
bound.

Your lovely little white teeth are gnashing at me; out
of a curly little mane your evil eye$are fashing at me.

That is a dance up high and down low: I am the
hunter; would you be my-<log or my doe?
_ Alongside me now! And swift, you malicious leaping
bellet Now up and over therel AIas, as I leaped I-fell.

Oh, see me llng there, you pranlster, suing for
grace. I should Iike to walk with you in a lovelier place.
_ Love's paths through silent bushes, past many-hued

plantl. Or there along that lake: there goldffsh swim
and dance.

You are weary now? Over there are sunsets and
sheep:.when 

thepherds play on their flutes-is it not
rovely to sleePr
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You are so terribly weary? I'll carry you there; just

let your arms sink. And if you are thirsty-I have got
something, but your mouth does not want it to drink.

Oh, this damned nimble, supple snake and slippery
witch! Where are you? In my face two red blotches
from vour hand itch.

I am verily weary of alwals being your sheepish
shepherd. You witch, if I have so far sung to you, now
you shall cry.- 

Keeping time with my whip, you shall dance and cryt
Or have I forgotten the whip? Not I!

2

Then life answered me thus, covering up her delicate

ears: 'O Zarathustra, don't crack your whip so fright-
fully! After all, you know that noise murders thought-
and just now such tender thoughts are coming to me. We
are both two real good-for-nothings and evil-for-noth-
ings. Beyond good and evil we found our island and
oui gteetr meadow-we trvo alone. Therefore we had
bette; hke each other. And even if we do not love each
other from the heart-need we bear each other a
grudge if we do not love each other from the heart?
lnd ihat I like you, often too well, thet you know; and
the reason is that I am jealous of your wisdom. Oh, this
mad old fool of a wisdomt If your wisdom ever ran
away from you, then my love would quickly run away
from vou too." '

Then life looked back and around thoughtfully and
said softly: 'O Zarathustra, you are not faithful enough
to me. You do not Iove me nearly as much as you say;
I know you are thinking of leaving me soon. There is
an old heavn heavy growl-bell that_growls at night all
the way up io your cave; when you hear this bell strike
the hour at midnighg then you think between one and
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twelv*you think, O Zarathustra, I know it, of how you
want to leave me soon.'

'Yes," I answered hesitantly, 'but you also know-"
and I whispered something into her ear, right through
her tangled yellow foolish tresses.uYou knou that, O Zarathustra? Nobody knows that."

And we looked at each other and g"r"i on the green
meadow over which the cool evening was running just
then, and we wept together. But then life was dearer to
me than all rny wisdom ever was.

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

3
One!

O man, take care!
Two!

lVhat does the deep midnight declare?
Three!

'I was asleep-
Four!

'From a deep dream I woke and swear:
Fioe!

'The world is deep,
Sixl'Deeper than day had been aware.

Seoen!
'Deep is its woe;

Eight!
Joy-deeper yet than agony:

Nirv!
'Woe implores: Gol

Tenl
"But all joy wants eternity-
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Eboe,n!

oWants deep, wants deep eternity,'
Tweloe!

T H E  S E V E N  S E A L S

( o a :  T H E  y E s  A N D  A M E N  s o N c )

I

If I am a soothsayer and full of that soothsaying spirit
which wanders on a high ridge between two seas, wan-
dering like a heavy cloud between past and future, an
enemy of all sultry plains and all thnt is weary and can
neither die nor live-in its dark bosom prepared for
Iightning and the redemptive flash, pregnant with light-
ning bolts thrrt say Yes and laugh Yes, soothsaying
lightning bolts-blessed is he who is thus pregnantl
And verily, long must he hang on the mountains like a
dark cloud who shall one day kindle the llght of the
futurd: Oh, how should I not lust after eternity and
after the nuptial ring of rings, the ring of recurrence?

Never yet have I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I love:
for I love you, O eternity.

For I looe you, O eternity!

2
If ever my wrath burst tombs, moved boundary

stones, and rolled old tablets, broken, into steep depths;
if ever my mockery blew moldy words into the wind,
and I came as a broom to the cross-marked spiders and
as a sweeping gust to old musty tomb chambers; if ever
I sat jubilating where old gods te buried, world-bless-
ing, worldJoving, beside the monuments of old world-
slanders-for I love even churches and tombs of gods,
once the sky gazes through their broken roofs with its



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: THIRD PART 841
pure eyes, and like grass and red poppies, I love to sit
oo broken churches: Oh, horv should I not lgst after
eternity and after the nuptial ring of rings, the ring of
recunence?

Never yet have I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I love:
for I love you, O eternity.

For I looe gou, O eternitgl

3
If ever one breath came to me of the creative breath

and of that heavenly need that constrains even accidents
to dance star-dances; if I ever laughed the laughter of
creative lightning which is followed obediently but
grumblingly by the long thunder of the deed; il I ever
played dice with gods at the gods' table, the earth, till
the earth quaked and burst and snorted up floods of
ffre-Jor the earth is a table for gods and trembles with
creative new words and gods'throws: Oh, how should
I not lust after eternity and after the nuptial ring of
rings, the ring of recurrence?

Never yet have I found the vyoman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I lover
for I love you, O eternity.

For T laoe you, O eternitgl

4
If ever I drank full drafts from that foaming spice-

and blend-mug in which all things are well blended; if
my hand ever poured the farthest to the nearest, and
ffre to spirit, and joy to pain, and the most wicked to
the most gracious; if I myself am a grain of that re-
deeming salt which makes all things blend. well in the
blend-mug-for there is a salt that unites good with
evil; and even the greatest evil is worthy of being used
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as spice for the last foaming over: Oh, how should I
not lust after eternity and after the nuptial ring of rings,
the ring or recurrence?

Never yet have I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I love:
for I love you, O etemity.

Fot I hoe you, O etem@!

5
If I am fond of the sea and of all that is of the sea's

kind, and fondest when it an$ily contradicts me; if that
delight in searching which drives the sails toward the
undiscovered is in me, if a seafarer's delight is in my
delight; if ever my jubilation cried, "The coast has
vanished, now the last chain has fallen from me; the
boundless roars around me, far out glisten space and
time; be of good cheer, old heart!" Oh, how should I
not lust after eternity and after the nuptial ring of rings,
the ring of recurrence?

Never yet have I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I love:
for I love you, O eternity.

For I looe gou, O eternity!

6
If my virtue is a dancer's virtue and I have ofteh

iumped with both feet into golden-emerald delight; if
my sarcasm is a laughing sarcasm, at home under rose
slopes and hedges of Hies-for in laughter all that isslopes and hedges of Hies-
evil comes together, but isevil comes together, but is pronounced holy and ab-
solrrd by its own bliss; and if this is my a$ha and
omeqa, that all that is heavy and qrave should becomeomega, is heavy and grave should become
Ught; all that is body, dancer; all that is spirit, bfud-
and veriln that is my alpha and omega: Oh, how should
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f not lust after eternity and after the nuptial ring of
rings, the ring of recurrence?

Never yet haVe I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this woman whom I love:
for I love you, O eternity.

For I looe gou, O eternitg!

7
If ever I spread tranquil skies over myself and soared

on my own wings into my own skies; if I swam play-
fully in the deep light-distances, and the bird-wisdom
of my freedom came-but bird-wisdom speaks thus:*Behold, there is no above, no below! Throw yourself
around, out, back, you who are lightl Singl Speak no
more! Are not all words made for the grave and heavy?
Are not all words lies to those who are light? Singl
Speak no morel" Oh, how should I not lust after etei-
nity and-after the nuptial ring of rings, the ring of re-
currence?

Never yet have I found the woman from whom I
wanted children, unless it be this tvoman whom I love:
for I love you, O eternity.

For I low gou, O eternity!

Thus Spoke Zarathustra:
Fourth and last Part

ALas, where in the world lws there been more
folly than omong the pitging? And. ulrct in the
uoild, has coused rnore xtffering than the fony of

4 pttyt"g: Woe_to all uho looe uithout haotng
o height that is abooe tlrcb pity!
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Thrc spoke the d,eoil to me once: "God too lws

his hell: that is his looe of man." And most re.
cently I heard him say this: "C,od is dea.d; Coil
died of his pity fu man," (Zarathustra, ll, p. zozl

rprron 's  NorEs

Part Four was originally intendeil as an intermezzo, not
as the end of the book. The very appearance of a collection
of sayings is abandoned: Part Four forms a whole, and
as such represents a n9w stylistic experinrent-as well as
a number of widely different stylistic experiments, held
together by a unity of plot and a pervasive sense of
humor.
t The Honey Sauifcd: Prologue. The "queer ffsh" are not
long in coming: the ffrst of them appears in the next chapter.
z. The Cry of Disfress.. Beginning of the story that con-
tinues to the end of the book. The soothsayer of Part Two
reappears, and Zarathustra leaves in searci of the higher
man. Now that he has overcome his nausea, his final
trial is: pity.
g. Conoersation uith the Kngs: The ffrst of seven encoun-
ters in each of which Zarathustra meets men who have
accepteil some part of his teaching without, however,
embodying the type he envisages. Their revolting and tire-
some flatteries might be charged to their general inad-
equacy. But Zarathustra's own personality, as it emerges
in chapter after chapter, poses a rnore serious problern. At
least in part, this is clearly due to the author's deliberate
malice: he does not ryant to be a "new idoli': "I do not
want to be a saint, rather even a bufioon. Perhaps I am a
bufroon. And nevertheless, or rather aof nevertheless-for
there has never been anybody more mendacious than
saints-trutlr speaks out of me" (Ecce Homo). Earlier in
the sarne work he says of Shakespeare: "What must a
man have suffered to have found it that necessarv to be
a bufioont" In these pages Nietzsche would t"rc*bl" thu
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&amatist rather than the hagiographer, and a Shakesperr.
ean fool rather than the founder of a new cult.
4. The Leech: Encounter with'the conscientious in spirlt'
3. The lllagician: In tlre magician some of Nietziche'r
own features blend with some of Wagner's as conceived
by Nietzsche. The poem appears again in a manuscript o[
r88$ which bears tho title "Dionpus Dithyrambs" and
the motto: 'These are the songs of Zarathustra which hc
sang to himself to endure his ultimate loneliness." In thir
later context, the poem is entitled 'Ariadne's Lament,'
and a new conclusion has been added by Nietzsche:

(Lightning. Dlonysus becomet oklble ln enqaW
beouty,)

DroNYsus: Be clever, Ariailnel
You have small ears, you have my eerr:
Put a clever word into theml
Must one not 0rst hate each other

if one is to love each other?
I am your labyrinth.

the song is not reducible to a single level of meaning. Thc
outcry is ( r ) Nietzschet own; and the unnamable, teniblc
thought near the beginning is surely that of the eterael
tecurrence; it is (z) projected onto Wagner, who is hero
lmagined as feeling desperately forsaken after Nietzscbo
left him (note especially thu penultimate stanza); it fu
(3) wishfully projected onto Cosima Wagner-Nietzsche'r
Ariadne (see my N[etzwhe, r, Il)-who iq hero im-
agined as desiring and possessed by Nietzsche-Dionlaus.
Part Four is all but made up of similar proiections. AII tbo
characters are caricatures of Nietzsche. And like the ma$-
cian, he too would lie if he saidr 'I did all this only arr
garne.' There was canoamesc in it tooj
6. Retireil: Encounter with the last popc. Refectionr oo
the death and inadequacies of God. 

- -

7. The tJg:Iiest Man:'T'be murderer of God. The sentoncc
beginning-"Has not all luccess . . .' reads in Germenr



340 THN PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
War nicht aller Erfolg bishet bei ilen Gut-Yerfolglen? iJnd
usr gut oerfolgt, lernt leicht folgen:-iltt er doch einmal,-
hhtetheil
E. The Yoluntary Beggar: A sermon on a mount-about
oows.
g. The Shadou: An allusion to NieEsche's earlier worlc,
The Wandercr and His Shadoa ( r88o).
to. N Noon: A charming intermezzo.
t. The Welcome: Zarathustra rejects his guests, though
together they form a kind of higher man compared to their
eontemporaries. fle repudiates these men of Ereat lonsinscontemporaries. fle repudiates men of great longing

rnioy his diatribes aniland nausea as well as all those who enjoy his diatribes
denunciations and desire recognition and consideration
for being out of tune with their time. What Nietzsche
envisages is the creator for whom all negation is merely
incidental to his great affirmation: joyous spirits, "laughing
fions."
tz. The Last Supper: One of the persistent themes of Part
Four reaches its culmination in this chapter: Nietzsche not
only satirizes the Gospels, and all hagiography generally,
but he also makes fun of and laughs at himself.
rg. On the Higher Man: A summary comparable to "On
Old and New Tablets" in Part Three. Section 5 epitomizes
Nietzsche's praise o[ "evif'-too briefly to be clear apart
ftom the rest of his work-and the conclusion should be
noted. The opening paragraph of section Z takes up the
same theme: Nietzsche opposes sublimation to both license
and what he elsewhere calls *castratism." A ffne epigram
is mounted in the center of section g. The mellow moder-
ation of the last lines of section r5 is not usually associated
with Nietzsche. Aud the chapter ends with a praise of
laughter.
:.4. The Song of Melancholy: In the 1888 manuscript of
the "Dionysus Dithyrambs" this is the ffrst poem and it
bears the title 'Only Fooll Only Poetl" The two intro-
ductory sections of this chapter help to dissociate Nietzsche
from the poem, while the subsquent references to this song
rhow that he coosiilered it far more depressing than it
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appears in its context. Tbough hls solitucle sometirncl
dattered him, 'On eveqy parable you riCe 10 sve{f truth'
('The Return Home"), he also loew moments whcn he
said to himself, 'f am ashamed that I must still bo a poet-
('On Old auil New Tablets"). Nthough Zarrthustrr's
bufrooneries aro certainly inteadod as such by thc luthor,
the thought that ho might be -only- e fioola -onlf r poct
'climbing around on mendacious word briilge*- medc
Nietzsche feel nroro than despondeuL Soon it tefl htm g;
abandon firther attempts to ride on parablec in fevc of
some of the most supple prose in Gersran literature.
r5. On Sc{etlce: Only the origin of science is coosldered.
The attempt to account for it in terms of fear goes back to
the period of. The Dcron (r88r), in which Nietzsc.ho trieil
to see how far he could reduce difrerent phenomena to
fear and power, Zarathusha suggesB tbat courago ir crucial
-that is, the will to pow€r over fear.
16. Among Daughterc of the Wildeme,ssr Zarathustra, about
to slip out of his cave for the s€cond time because ho cen,
not stand the bad smell of tho 'higber men," lr callod
back by his shadow, who has nowhere amotrg mon smelled,
better air+xcept once. In the following song Nietzsche'r
buffoonery reaches its climax. But though it can and should
be read as thoroughly delightful nonseDse, it is not entirely
void of persooal signiffcance. Wiitte means 'deserto or'wilderness," and rurjst can also mean wild and dissoluto3
and the 'fimsy little fan-, flutter-, ancl tiosel-skirtr- seen
to havo been suggesteil by tho brothel to which . porter
in C,ologne oncr took the youog Nietzschg who had esked
to be shown to a hotel. (He ran awan shocked; d. ny
Nietzsche, r, I.) Ce*ainly the poem is full of reruel
fantasies. But the double meaning of *date" is not preseot
in the original.
ry. The Awakenlng: the ddes of this and the following
chapter might well be reversed; for it is this chapter t}st
cuLninates in the ass festival" Nietzsche's version of tho
Black Mass. But *the awakening" here does not refer to thc
monent when an angrv Moses holds his people accorrntabla
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for their worship of the golden calf, but to the momeal
when 'they have learned to laugh at themselves." In this
art, incidentally, none of the great philosophers excelled
the euthor of Part Four of Zarathwtra,
8. The Ass Festioal: Five of the participants try to iustify

themselves. Th" popu satirizes Catholicism (Luther was
last made fun of at the end of the song in Chapter 16),
while the conscientious in spirit develops a new theology
-and suggests that Zarathustra himself is pretty close to
being an ass.
rg. The Drunken Song.. Nietzsche's great hymn to Joy in-
vites comparison with Schiller's-minus Beethoven's music.
That they use difierent German words is the smallest dif-
ferenco. Schiller writes:

Sufer braveh myriadsl
Suffer for the better worltlt
Up above the ffrnrament
A great God will give rewards.

Mefzsche wants the eternity of fhis life with all its agonies
---and seeing that it fees, its eternal recurrence. As it is ex-
pressed in sections g,, ro, and ir, the conception of the
iternal recrurence is certainly meaningful; but its forurula-
tion as a doctrine clepended on Nietzsche's mistaken belief
that science compels us to accept the hypothesis of the
eternal recurrence of the same events at gigantic intervals.
(See 'On the Vision and the Riddle" and "The Convales-
cent" both in Part Three, and, for a detailed discussion,
my Nietzsche, rr, II.)
zo. The Slgn: In oThe Welcomg' Zaratlusha repuiliateil
the Aigher men" in favor of 'laughing lions." Now a li<tn
turns up and laughs, literally. And in place of the single
dove in the New Testament, traditionally understood as a
symbol of the Holy Ghost, we are presented with a whole
fioclc. Both the lion ancl the doves were mentioned before
('On Old and New Tablets," section r) as the signs for
qhich Zarathustra must wait aud now sfiord Nietzsche an
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opportunity to prreserve his curious blend of myth, irony,
and hymn to the very end.

THE I IONEY SACNITICE

And again months and years passed over Zarathustra's
soul, and he did not heed them; but his hair turned
white. One day when he sat on a stone before his cave
and looked out-and one looks on the sea from there,
across winding abysses-his animals walked about him
thoughtfully and at last stood still before him,

"O Zarathustra," they said, "are you perhaps looking
out for your happiness?'

lMhat matters happinessP he replied; 'I have long
ceased to be concerned with happiness; I am concerned
with my work."

'O Zarathustra," the animals spoke again, ]ou say
that as one having overmuch of the good. Do you not
lie in a sky-blue lake of happinessP

'You bufioons," Zarathustra replied and smiled; 'how

well you crhose your metaphor. But you also know that
my happiness is heavy and not like a flowing wave of
water: it presses me and will not leave me and acts like
melted tar."

Again the animals walked about him thoughtfully and
then stood still before him. "O Zarathustra," they said,
'is that why you yourself are becorning ever yellower
and darker, although your hair wants to look white and
flaxen? You are in a dreadful messl'

'What are you saying there, my animals?" Zarathustra
said and laughed; "*rtiy, I was abusive when I spoke
of tar. What is happening to me, happens to every fruit
when it grows ripe. It is the honeg in my veins that
makes my blood thicker and my soul calmer."
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'That is what it will be, Zarathustra," the animals

ansrvered and nestled against him; "but do you not want
to climb a high mountain today? The air is clear and
one sees more of the world today than ever before."

"!'es, my animals," he replied, 'your advice is excel-
lent and quite after my own heart; I want to climb a
high mountain today. But see to it that honey will be
at hand there: yellow, white, good, ice-fresh, golden
comb honey. For you should know that up there I want
to offer the honey sacriffce.'

But when Zarathustra had reached the height he sent
back the animals who had accompanied him, and he
found himself alone. Then he laughed heartily, looked
around, and spoke thus:

lhat I spoke of sacriffces and honey sacriffces was
mere cunning and, verily, a useful folly. Up here I may
speak more freely than before hermits' caves and her-
mits' domestic animals.

lVhy sacriftce? I squander what is given to me, I-
a squanderer with a thousand hands; how could I call
that sacriftcing? Anil when I desired honey, I merely
desired bait and sweet mucus and mucilage, which
make even growling bears and quger, sullen, evil birds
put out their tongues-the best bait, needed by hunters
and ffshermen. For if the world is like a dark jungle and
a garden of delight for all wild hunters, it strikes me
even more, and so I prefer to thinlc of ib as an abysmal,
rich sea-a sea full of colorful ffsh and crabs, which
even gods might covet, that for their sakes they would
wish to become ftshermen and net-throwers: so rich is
the world in queer things, great and small. Especially
the human world, the human seaz that is where I now
cast my golden ffshing rod and say: Open up, you
human abyssl
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Open up and cast up to me your ffsh and glittering

crabsl With my best bait I shall today bait the queerest
human ftsh. My happiness itself I cast out far and rvide,
between sunrise, noon, and sunse! to see if many
human 6sh might not learn to wriggle and wiggle from
my happiness until, biting at my sharp hidden hooks,
they must come up to mV height-the most colorful
abysmal groundlings, to the most sarcastic of all rvho
ffsh for men. For that is what I am through and
through: reeling, reeling in, raising up, raising, a raiser,
cultivator, and disciplinarian, who once counseled him-
self, not for nothing: Become who you arel

Thus men may now come up to me; for I am still
waiting for the sign that the time has come for my
descent; I still do not myself go under, as I must do,
under the eyes of men. That is why I wait here, cunning
and mocking on high mountains, neither impatient nor
patient, rather as one who has forgotten patience too,
because his "passion" is over. For my destiny leaves me
time; perhaps it has forgotten me. Or does it sit in the
shade behind a big stone, catching ftes? And verily, I
Iike_ it for this, my eternal destiny: it does not hurqy
and press me, and it leaves me time for jests and sar-
casm, so that I could climb this high mountain today to
catch ffsh.

Has a man ever caught ffsh on high mountains? And
even though what I want and do up here be folly, it is
still better than if I became solemn down there from
waiting, and green and yellow-a swaggering wrath-
sno*er from waiting, a holn howling storm out of the
mountains, an impatient one who shouts down into the
11rll-e_ys, "Listen or I shall whip you with the scourge of
Codl"

Not that I bear such angry men a grudgel They are
good enough for my laughter. They must surely be irn-
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patient-these big noisy drums, which ffnd their chance
to speak today or never. I, however, and my destiny-
we do not speak to the Today, nor do we speak to the
Never; wp have patience and time and overmuch time
in which to speak. For oqre day it must yet come and
may not pass What must come one day and may not
pass? Our great Hczar: that is, our great distant human
kingdom, the Zarathustra kingdom of a thousand years.
How distant may this'distant" be? What is that to meP
But for all that, this is no less certain: with both feet I
stand ffrmly on this ground, on eternal ground, on haril
primeval roclg on this highest hardest primeval moun-
tain range to which all winds come as to the'weather-
shed" and ask: where? and whence? and whitherP

Laugh, laugtL my bright, wholesome sarcasml From
high mountains cast down your glittering mocking
laughterl With your glitter bait me the most beautiful
human fuhl And whatever in all the seas belongs to me,
my in-and-for-me in all things-rhal ffsh ouf for me,
thrdbnng up to me: for that I, the most sarcastic of all
fshermen, am waiting.

Out, out, my ftshing rod! Down, dowru bait of my
happinesst Drip your sweetest dew, honey of my heartl
Bite, my ffshing ro4 into the belly of all black melan'
clrolyl

Out there, out there, my eyel Oh, how many seas sur-
round me, what dawning human futuresl And over mo
-n'hat rose-red stillnesst What unclouded silencel

TEE CRY OF DISTNESS

The next day Zarathusba again sat on his stone be-
fore his cave, while the animals were roaming throug!
the outside world to End new norrishment-also new
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honey, for Zarathusba had spent and sqrrandered the
old honey down to the last drop. But as he was sitting
there, a stick in his hand, tracing his shadow on the
groun4 thinking-and verily, not about himself and his
shadow-he was suddenly frightened, and he started:
for beside his own shadow he saw another shadow. And
as he looked around quickly and got up, behold, the
soothsayer stood beside him-the same he had once
feted at his table, the proclaimer of the great weariness
who taught, 'All is the same, nothing is worth while,
the world is without meaning, knowledge strangles."
But his face had changed meanwhile; and when Zara-
thustra looked into his eyes, his heart was frightened
again: so many ill tidings and ashen lightning bolts ran
over this face.

The soothsayer, who had notieed what went on in
Zarathustrds soul, wiped his hand over his face as if he
wanted to wipe it away; and Zarathustra did likewise.
And when both had thus silently composed and
strengthened themselves, they shook hands as a sign
that they wanted to recognize each other.

'Welcome," said Zarathustra, "you soothsayer of the
great weariness; not for nothing were you once my
guest. Eat and drink with me again today, and forgive
a cheerful old man for sitting at the table with you.o

'A cheerful old manP'the soothsayer replied, shaking
his head; "but whatever you may be or want to be,
Zarathustra, you shall not be up here much longer: soon
your bark shall not be stranded any more."

'But am I stranded?" Zarathustra asked, laughing.
"The waves around your mountain"" replied the

soothsayer, "are climbing and climbing, the waves of
great distress and melancholy; soon they will Mt up
your bark too, and carry you off."
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Zarathustra fell silent at that and was surprised.
'Do you not hear anything yet?" continued the sooth-

sayer. "Does it not rush and roar up from the depth?"
Zarathustra remained silent and listened, and he

heard a long, long cry, u'hich the abysses threw to each
other and handed on, for none wanted to keep it: so
evil did it sound.

*You proclaimer of ill tidings,' Zarathustra said
ffnally, "this is a cry of distress and the cry of a man; it
might well come out of a black sea. But what is human
distress to me? tr{y ffnal sin, which has been saved up
for me-do 1'ou know what it is?"

"Pity!" answered the soothsayer from an overfos'ing
heart, and he raised both hands. "O Zarathustra, I have
come to seduce you to your final sin."

And no sooner had these words been spoken than the
cry resounded again, and longer and more anxious than
before; also much closer now.

"Do you hear? Do you hear, O Zarathustra?" the
soothsayer shouted. 'The cry is for you. It calls 1'ou:
Come, corne, comet It is time! It is high time!"

Then Zarathustra remained silent, confused and
shaken. At last he asked, as one hesitant in his own
mind,'And who is it that calls meP

'But you know that," replied the soothsayer violently;
'why do you conceal yourself? It is the higher mon that
cries for yout"

'The higher man?" cried Zarathustra, seized with
horror. 'What does he wantP What does he want? The
higher man! What does he want here?" And his skin
was covered with perspiration.

The soothsayer, however, made no reply to Zara'
thustra's dread, but listened and listened toward the
depth. But when there was silence for a long time, he
turned his glance back and saw Zarathustra standing
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there trembling. 'O Tarathustro,' he begrn in a sad
tone of voice, "you are not standing there as one made
giddy by his happiness: you had better dance lest you
fall. But even if you would dance before me,leaping all
your side-leaps, no one could say to me, 'Behold, here
dances the last gay mant' Anybody coming to this
height, looking for that man, would come in vain: caves
he rvould ffnd, and caves behirrd caves, hiding-places
for those addicted to hiding, but no mines of happiness
or treasure rooms or ns\a' gold veins of happiness. Hap-
piness-how should one ffnd happiness among hermits
and those buried like this? Must I still seek the last
happiness on blessed isles and far au'ay behveen for-
gotten seas? But all is the same, nothing is worth while,
no seeking avails, nor are there any blessed isles any
more."

Thus sighed the soothsayer. At his last sigh, however,
Zarrrthusha grerv bright and sure again, like one emerg-
ing into the light out of a deep gorge. 'No! No! Three
times no!" he shouted rvith a strong voice and stroked
his beard. 'Thnt I know better: there still are blessed
isles. Be quiet about that, you sighing bag of sadnessl
Stop splashing about that, you raincloud in the morning!
Do I not stand here even now, wet from your melan-
choly and drenched like a dog? Now I shake myself and
run away from you to dry again; you must not be sur-
prised at that. Do I strike you as discourteous? But this
is rny court. As for your higher man-well then, I shall
look for him at once in those woods: thence came his
cry. Perhaps an evil beast troubles him there. He is in
rny realm: there he shall not come to grief. And verily,
there are many evil beasts around me.-

With these words Zarathustra tumed to leave. Then
the soothsayer said,'O Zarathustra, you are a roguel I
knorv it: you want to get rid of me. You u'ould sooner
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mn into the woods and look for evil beasts. But what
will it avail you? In the evening you will have me back
anyway; in your own cave I shall be sitting, patient and
heavy as a block-waiting for you."

'So be itl" Zarathustra shouted back as he was walk-
ing away. 'And whatever is mine in my cave belongs to
you too, my guest. And if you should ffnd honey in
there-well" then" lick it up, you growling bear, and,
sweeten your soul. For in the evening we should both
be cheerful-cheerful and gay that this day has come
to an end. And you yourself shall dance to my songs as
my dancing bear. You do not believe it? You shake your
head? Well then, old beart But I too am a soothsayer."

thus spoke Zarathustra.

CONVERSATION WITII  THE TINC$

I

Zarathustra had not yet walked an hour in his moun-
tains and woods when he suddenly saw a strange pro-
cession. On the very path he wanted to follow down,
two kings were approaching, adorned with crowns and
crimson belts and colorful as famingos; and they were
driving a laden ass before thim. 'What do these kings
want in my realm?" Zarathustra said in his heart, sur-
prised, and quickly he hid behind a bush. But when the
kings came close he said half aloud, as if talking to him-
self, "strangel Strangel How does this fit together? Two
kings I see-and only one assl"

The two kings stopped, smiled, looked in the direc*.
tion from which the voice had come, and then looked
at each other. "something of the sort may have occurred
to one of us too,' said the king at the right; 'tut one
doos not say it." The king at the left however, shrugged
his shoulders and replied" "It may well be a goatherd.
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Or a hermit who has lirned too long among roc}s and
trees. For no society at all also spoils good manners."

'Good rnannersP the other king retorted angrily and
bitterly; 'then what is it that we are trying to ge!-ayay
from?-Is it not'good manners? O,lt'good society'? It is
lndeed better to live among hermits and goatherds than
among our gilded, false, paintetl mob'<r'en-jf -they
call themselves 'good societyi even if they call thenr-
selves hobilrty.'they are false and foul throqgh a{
through, beginning witir tle blood, thanls to bad old
diseases and worse quacks. Best and dearest to me to-
day is a healttry peasant, coarse, cunning,_ stubborn'
enduring: that is the noblest qpecies today. The p?qnt
is the best type today, and the peasant type should be
master. But it is the rcalm of the mob; I shall not be
deceived any more, Mob, however, means hodgepodge.
Mob-hodgepodge: there everything is mixed up il every
way, saint and scamp and Junker and Jew and every
kind of beast out of Noah's ark. Good manners! Every-
thing among us is false and foul. Nobody knows how to
revere any longer, we are trying to get away from pre'
cisely that. They are saccharine, obtrusive curs; they

$ld palm leaves.- 'This nausea sufiocates me: we kings ourselves have
become false, overhung and disguised with ancient yel-
lowed grandfathers' pomp, showpieces for the most
stupid and clever and anyone who haggles for power
todiy. We are not the ffrst and yet must rePresent them:
it is this deception that has come to disgust and nause-
ate us. We have tried to get away from the rabble, a!
these scream-throats and scribbling bluebottles, the
shopkeepers' stench, the ambitious wriggling, the foul
breatb-phew for living among the rabblel Phew for
rqnesenting the ffrst among the rabblel Nauseal
Nauseal Nauseal What do we kings matter now?"
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'Your old illness is upon you,' the king at the left

said at this point; 'nausea is seizing you, my Poor
brother. But you know that somebody is listening to us."

Immediately Zarathustra, who had opened his ears
and eyes wide at this talk, rose from his hiding-place'
rvalked toward the kings, and began, "He who is listen-
ing to you, he who likes to listen to yol, O kings' is
cailed Zarathustra. I am Zarathustra, who once said,
'tVhat do kings matter now?' Forgive me, I was de'
liehted when you said to each other, 'What do we kings
m"atter now?' Here, however, is rny realm and my
dominion: what might you be seeking in my realm?
But perhaps you found on your way what I am looking
for: the higher man."

When the kings heard this, they beat their breasts
and said as with one voice, 'TVe have been found out.
With the sword of this word you cut through our hearts'
thickest darkness. You have discovered our distress, for
behold, we are on our way to ffnd the higher man-the
man who is higher than we, though'\ /e- are kings.-T-o
him we are lea-ding this ass. For the highest man shall
also be the highest lord on earth. Nlaris fate knows no
harsher misfortune than when those who have power
on earth are not also the ffrst men. That makes every'
thing false and crooked and monstrous. And when they
.r" Eu"n the last, and more beast than man, then the
price of the mob rises and rises, and eventually the
iirtue of the mob even says,'Behold, I alone am virtuel'o

'\Vhat did I just hear?" replied Zarathustra. "What
wisdom in kingst I am delighted and, verily, even
feel the desire 

-to 
make a rhyme on this<ven if it

should be a rhyme which {s not fft for everl'body's ears'
I hnve long be-come unaccustomed to auy consideration
for long 

""it. 
W"tl thent" (But at this poiut it happened
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that the ass too got in a word; but he said clearly and
with evil intent, Yea-Yuh.)

*Once-in the year of grace number one, I think-
The Sibyl said, drunken without any drink,
'Now everything goes wrongt Oh, woel
Decayt The world has never sunk so lowl
Rome sank to whoredom and became a stew,
The Caesars became beasts, and God-a Jewl'"

2

These rhymes of Zarathustra delighted the kings; but
the king at the riglit said, "O Zarathustra, how well rve
did to go forth to see youl For your enemies showecl us
your irnage in their mirror: there you had the mocking,
grimace of a devil, so that we tvere afraid of you. But
what could we do? Again and again you pierced our
ears and heirrts with your maxims. So we said at last:
what difierence does it make how he looks? We must
hear him who teaches: 'You shall love peace as a me.llls
to new wars, and the short Peace more than the long!'
Nobody ever spoke such wailike words: "\Mhat i-s good?
To be-brave ii good. It is the good war that hallorvs
any cause.'Zarathustra, the blood of our fathers stirred
in-our bodies at such words: it was like the speech of
spring to old wine barrels. When the swords ran u'ild
like snakes rvith red spots, our fathers grew fond of
Iife; the sun of all peace struck them as languid and
lukewarm, and any long peace caused shame. How our
fathers sighed when they saw flashing dried-up swords
on the will l,ike them, they thirsted for war. For a
sword wants to drink blood and glistens with desire."

When tbe kings talked thus and chatted eagerly of
the happiness of their fathers, Zarathustra was overcome
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with no small temptation to mock their eagerness: for
obviously they were very peaceful kings with old and
ffne faces. But he restrained himself. "Welll" he said,
"that is where the path leads; there lies Zarathustra's
cave; and this day shall yet have a long evening. Now,
however, a cry of distress calls me away from you
urgently. My cave is honored if kings want to sit in it
and wait: onln you will have to wait long. But what
does it matter? Where does one now learn better how
to wait than at court? And all the virtue left to kings
today-is it not called: being able to wait?"

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

THE LEECH

And thoughtfully Zarathustra went farther and
deeper, through woods and past swampy valleys; but
as happens to everybody who reflects on grave matters,
he stepped on a man unwittingly. And behold, all at
once a cry of pain and two curses and twenty bad in-
sults splashed into his face and startled him so that he
raised his stick and beat the man on whom he had
stepped. A moment later, howevet, he recovered his
senses, and his heart laughed at the folly he had just
committed.

"Forgive me,' he said to the man he had stepped on,
who had angrily risen and sat down; 

'forgive me
and, above all, listen to a parable ffrst. As a wanderer
who dreams of distant matters will unwittingly stumble
over a sleeping dog on a lonely lead-a dog lying in
ths eun-anil both start and let fly at each other like
mortal enemies, because both are mortally frightened:
thus it happened to us. And yet-and yet, how Iittle
was lacking, and they might have caressed each other,
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this dog and this lonely man. For after all they were
both lonely."

'"lVboever you may be," said the man he had stepped
on, still angry, "your parable too offends me, and not
only your foot. After all, am I a dog?" And at that the
seated man got up and pulled his bare arm out of the
swamp. For at first he had been lying stretched out on
the ground, concealed and unrecognizable, as one lying
in wait for some swamp animal.

'But what are you doingfl' cried Zarathustra, startled,
for he sarv that much blood was florving down the bare
arm. "What has happened to you? Did a bail animal
bite you, you poor wretch?"

The bleeding man laughed, still angry. 'What is that
to you?" he said and wanted to go on. 'Here I am at
home and in my realm. Let whoever wants to, ask me;
but I certainly wont answer a bumpkin."

"You are wrong,' said Zarathustra, full of pity, and
he held him back. 'Tou are wrong. This is not your
realm but mine, and here nobody shall come to grief.
Call me whatever you like; I am who I must be. I call
myself Zarathustra. Welll Up there runs the path to
Zarathustra's cave, which is not far. Do you not want
to look after your wounds in my place? Things have
gone badly for you in this life, you poor wretch; first
the beast bit you and then man stepped on you."

When the man who had been stepped on heard
Zarathustra's name he changed completely. "What is
happening to me?" he cried out. "Who else matters to
me any more in this life but this one man, Zarathustra,
and that one beast which lives on blood, the leech?
For the leech's sake I lay here beside this swamp like
a fisherman, and my arm, which I had cast, had already
been bitten ten tirnes when a still more beautiful leech
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bit, seeking my blood, Zarathustra himself. O happirresst
O miracle! Praised be this dav that lured me into this
swamp! Praised be the best, the most alive cupper
living today, praised be the great leech of the con-
science, Zarathustra!"

Thus spoke the man who had been stepped on; and
Zarathustra enjoled his words and their fine, respectful
manner. "Who are you?" he asked and ofrered hin his
hand. "There is much between us that remains to be
cleared up and cheered up; but even now, it seems to
me, the day dawns pure and bright."

"I am tirc conscientious in spirit," replied the man;
'and in matters of the spirit there may wel be nor-re
strdcter, narrower, and harder than I, except he from
whom I have learned it, Zarathustra himself.

"Rather know nothing than half-know much! Rather
be a fool on one's own than a sage according to the
opinion of others! I go to the ground-what does it
matter whether it be great or small? whether it be
called swamp or sky? A hand's breadth of ground
suftces me, provided it is really ground and foundation.
A hand's breadth of ground<n that one can stand.
In the conscience of science there is nothing great and
nothing small."

'Then perhaps you are
Ieech?" Zarathustra asked. 'And

man
t d o

the who knows the
you pursue the

leech to its ultimate grounds, my conscientious friend?"
"O Zarathustra," replied the man who had been

stepped on, 'that would be'an inmensity; how could I
presume so much! That of which I am the master and
expert is the brain of the leech: that is my world. And
it really is a world too. Forgive me that here my pride
speaks up, for I have no equal here. That is why I said,
'Here is my home.' How long have I been pursuing this
one thing, the brain of the leech, lest the slippery truth
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slip alvay from me here agaiu! Here -is mg _realm. For
iti sake I have thrown away everything else; for its
sake everything else has become indifferent to me; and,
close to my knowledge lies my black ignorance.

"The conscienee of my spirit demands of me that I
knorv one thing and nothing else: I loathe all the half
in spirit, all the vaporous tlrat hover aud rave.

"Where my honesty ceases, I am blind and I also
wiut to be blind. But where I want to know, I also
$,?ut to be honest-that is, hard, strict, narrow, cruef
ancl inexorable.

"Tltat you, O Zarathustra, once said, 'Spirit is the life
that itself cuts into life,'that introduced and seduced
me to your doctrine. And verily, with my own blood I
increased my own knowledge."

"As is quite apparent," Zarathustra intemrpted, for
the blood still flowed down the bare arm of the con-
scientious man, ten leeches having bitten deep into it.
'O 

1'ou strange fellow, how much I learn from what is
apparent heri, namely from you. And perhaps I had
belter not pour all of it into your strict ears. Well! Here
we part. But I should like to ffnd you again. Up there
goes the path to my cave: tonight you shall be my dear
guest there. To your body too, I should like to make
up for Zarathustra's having stepped on you with his
feet: I shall reflect on that. Now, however, a cry of
distress rugently calls me away from you."

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

THE T(AGICIAN

I

But when Zarathustra came around a rock he behel4
not far below on the same path, a man who threw his
limbs around like a maniac and finally flopped down
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on his belly. 'Waitl" Zarathustra said to his heart; 'that

must indeed be the higher man; from him came that
terible cry of distress; Iet me see if he can still be
helped.'But when he ran to the spot where the man lay
on the ground he found a trembling old man with
vacant eyes; and however Zarathustra exerted himself
to help the man to get up on his feet again, it was all
in vain. Nor did the unfortunate man seem to notice
that anybody was with him; rather he kept looking
around with piteous gestures, like one abandoned and
forsaken by all the world. At last, however, after many
shudders, convulsions, and coqtortions, he began to
moan thus:
'Who warms me, who loves me still?
Give hot handsl
Give a heart as glowing coalst
Stretched out, shuddering,
Like something half dead whose feet one warrns-
Shaken, alas, by unknown fevers,
Shivering with piercing icy frost-arrows,
Hunted by thee, O thought!
Unnamable, shrouded, terrible onel
Thou hunter behind cloudst
Struck down by thy lightning bolt,
Thou mocking eye that stares at me from the dark:
Thus I lie
Writhing, twisting, tormented
With all etemal tortures,
Hit
By thee, cruelest hunter,
Thou unknow\ god!

Hit deeperl
Hit once more yett
Drive a stake through and break this heartl
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Why this torture
With blunt-toothed arrows?
Why dost thou stare again,
Not yet weary of human agony,
With gods'lightning eyes that delight in suffering?
thou wouldst not kill,
Only torture, torture?
Why torture me,
Delighted by suffering, thou unlarown god?

Hahl hahl Thou art crawling close?
In such midnight-
What dost thou want? Speakl
Thou art crowding, pressing m+
Hah! Far too closel
Awayl Awayl
Thou art listening to me breathe,
Thou art listening to my heart
Thou jealous one-
Jealous of what?
Awayl Awayl Why the ladder?
Wouldst thou enter
The heart,
Climb in, deep into my
Most secret thoughts?
Shameless one! Unknown thiefl
What wouldst thou steal?
What wouldst thou gain by listening?
What wouldst thou gain by torture,
Thou torturerl
Thou hangman-godl
Or should I, doglike,
Roll before theeP
Devotedly, frantic, beside myself,
Wag love to thee?
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In vain! Pierce on,
Cruelest thornt No,
No dog<nly thy game am I,
Cruelest hunterl
thy proudest prisoner,
Thou robber behind cloudst
Speak at lastl
What wouldst thou, waylayer, from me?
Thou lightning-shrouded one! Unknown onet Speak,
What wilt thou, unknown-god?

What? Ransom?
Why wilt thou ransom?
Demand muchl Thus my pride advisds.
And make thy speech short! That m,r, other pride

advises.

Hah, hahl
I\te thou wilt have? Me?
Ir'te--entirely?

Hah, hah!
And art torturing me, fool that thou art,
Torturing my pride?
Give love to me-who warms me still?
!\'ho loves me still?4ive hot hands,
Give a heart as glowing coals,
Give rne, the loneliest
Whom icr, alas, sevenfold ice
Teaches to languish for enemies,
Even for enemies,
Give, yes, give wholly,
Cruelest enemy,
Give m*thgself!
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Awayl
He himself fled,
My last, only companion,
My great enemy,
My unknown,
My hangman-god.

Nol Do come back
With all thy torturest
To the last of all that are lonely,
Oh, come backt
All my tear-streams run
Their course to thee;
And my heartt ffnal flame-
Flares up f.ot thee!
Oh, come back,
My unknown godl My painl My last-happinessl"

2

At this point, however, Zarathustra could not restrain
himself any longer, raised his stick, and started to beat
the moaning man with all his might. 'Stop it!" h€
shouted at him furiously. 'Stop it, you actorl You
counterfeiterl You liar from the bottom! I recognize you
welll I ll wann your legs for you, you wicked magician.
I know well how to make things hot for such as you.'

'Leave ofil" the old man said and leaped up from the
ground. 'Don't strike any more, Zarathustral I did all
this only as a game. Such things belong to my art; it
was you that I wanted to try when I treated you to this
tyout. And veriln you have seen through me very well.
But you too have given me no small sample of yourself to
try out: you sre hard, wise Zarathustra. Hard do you hit
with your'truths'; your stick forces this truth out of me."
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oDon't fatterl" replied Zarathustra, still excited and

angry,'you actor from the bottoml You are false; why
do you talk of truth? You peacock of peacocks, you sea
of vanity, u>hatwere you playing before me, you wicked
magician? In wlnm was I to believe when I'ou were
moaning in this way?"

'The ascetic of tlze upiriti said the old man,'I played
him-.you yourself once coined this word-the poet
and magician who at last turns his spirit against him-
self, the changed man who freezes to death from his
evil science and conscience. And you may as well con-
fess it: it took a long time, O Zarathustra, before you
saw through my art and lie. Youbelieoed in my disEess
when you held my head with both your hands; I heard
you moan,'He has been loved too little, loved too little.'
That I deceived you to that extent made my malice
iubilate inside me.'

'You may have deceived people subtler than f,-
Zarathustra said harshly. 'I do not guard against
deceivers; I have to be without caution; thus my lot
wants it. You, however, have to deceive: that far I
know you. You always have to be equivocal-tri-,
quadri-, quinquevocal. And what you have now con-
fessed, that too was not nearly true enough or false
enough to suit me. You wicked counterfeiter, how could
you do otherwise? You would rouge even your disease
when you show yourself naked to your doctor. In the
same way you have just now rouged your lie when you
said to me, 'I did all this'only as a game.' There was
seriousness in it too: yov are something of an ascetic
of the spirit. I solve your riddle: your magic has
enchanted everybody, but no lie or cunning is left to
you to use against yourself: you are &senchanted for
yourself. You have harvested nausea as your one truth.
Not a word of yours is genuiue any more, excePt your
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mouth-namely, the nausea that sticks to your mouth."

'Who are you?" cried the old magician at this point
his voice deftant. lMho may speak thus to nre, the
greatest man alive today?" And a green lightning bolt
flashed from his eye toward Zarathustra. But immedi-
ately afterward he changed and said sadly,'O Zara-
thustra, I am weary of it; my art nauseates me; I am
not great-why do I dissemble? But you know it too:
I sought greatness. I wanted to represent a geat human
being and I persuaded many; but this lie went beyond
my strength. It is breaking me. O Zatathustra, every-
thing about me is a lie;.but that I am breaking-this,
my breaking, is genuine.'

'It does you credit," said Zarathusba gloomily, Iook-
ing aside to the ground, 'it does you credit that you
sought greatness, but it also betrays you. You are not
great. You wicked old magician, this is what is best
and most honest about you, and this I honor: that you
wearied of yourself and said it outright: T am not
great.'In this I honor you as an ascetic of the spirit;
and even if it was only a wink and a twinkling, in this
one moment you were genuine.

'But speak, what are you seeking here in my woods
and rocks? And lying down on my path, how did you
want to try me? In what way were you seeking to test
nreP" Thus spoke Zarathustra, and his eyes flashed.

The old magician remained silent for a while, then
said, *Did I seek to test you? I-merely seek. O Zara-
thustra, I seek one who t genuine, right, simple,
unequivocal, a man of all honesty, a vessel of wisdom,
a saint of knowledge, a great human being. Do you not
know iL Zarathustra? I seek Znrathustua."

And at this point there began a long silence between
the two. But Zarathustra became deeply absorbed and
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closed his eyes. Then, however, returning to his partner
in the conversation, he seized the hand of the magician
and said, full of kindness and cunning, "Well! Up there
goes the path; there lies Zarathustra's cave. There you
may seek him whom you would find. And ask my
animals for advice, my eagle and my serpent: they\hall
help you seek. But my cave is large. I myself, td be
sure-I have not yet seen a great human being. For
what is great, even the eyes of the subtlest today are
too coarse. It is the realm of the mob. Many have I seen,
swollen and straining, and the people cried, 'Behold a
great manl'But what good are all bellows? In the end,
the wind c$mes out. In the end, a frog which has
pu$ed itself up too long will burst: the wind comes out.
To stab a swollen man in the belly, I call that a ffne
pastime. Hear it well, little boysl

"Today belongs to the mob: who could still know
what is great and what small? Who could still success-
fully seek greatness? Only a fool: fools succeed. You
seek great human beings, you queer fool? Who taught
you that? Is today the time for thatP O you wicked
seeker, why did you seek to test mefl'

Thus spoke Zarathustra, his heart comforted, and he
continued on his way, laughing.

NETIRED

Not long, however, after Zarathustra had got away
from the magician, he again saw somebody sitting by
the side of his path: a tall man in black, with a gaunt
pale face; and th,is rnan displeased him exceedingly.
"Alast" he said to his heart, *there sits mufled-up
melancholy, Iooking like the tribe of priests: what do
they want in my realm? How now? I have scarcely
escaped that magiciau must another black artist cross
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my way so soolHome wizard with layirrgon of hands,
some dark miracle worker by the grace of God, some
anointed world-slanderer whom the devil should fetch?
But the devil is never where he should be: he always
comes too late, this damned dwarf and clubfootl"

Thus cursed Zarathustra, impatient in his heart, and
he wondered how he might sneak past the black man,
looking the other way. But behold, it happened other-
rvise. For at the same moment the seated man had
already spotted him; and not unlike one on whom un-
expected good fortune has been thrust, he jumped up
and walked torvard Zarathustra.

'Whoever you may be, you wanderer,- he said, "help
one who has lost his way, a seeker, an old man who
might easily come to grief here. This region is remote
and strange to me, and f have heard wild animals
howling; and he who might have offered me protection
no longer exists himself. I sought the Inst pious mirn, a
saint and hermit rvho, alone in his forest, hrrd not yet
heard what all the world knows today."

*What does all the worlcl knorv today?" asked Zara-
thustra._ lPerhaps this, that the old goa in whom all
the world once believed no longer hvJs?"

'As you say," replied the old man sadly. *And 
I

served that old god until his last hour. But now I am
retired, without a master, and yet not free, nor ever
cheerful except in my memories. That is why I climbed
these mountains, that I might again have a festival at
last, as is fftting for an old pope and church father-for
be!ol{, I am the last pope-a festival of pious memories
and divine services. But now he himself is dead, the
most pjo_us man, that saint in the forest who constantly
pt"ltgd his -god with singing and humming. I did not
ffnd him when I found his cave; but ther"e were two
wolves inside, howling over his death, for all animals
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loved him. So I ran away. Had I then come to these
woods and mountains in vain? Then my heart decided
that I should seek another man, the most pious of all
those who do not believe in God-that I should seek
Zarathustra!"

Thus spoke the old man, and he looked with shaqp
€yes at the man standing before him; but Zarathustra
seized the hand of the old pope and long contemplated
it with admiration. 'Behold, venerable one!' he said
then; 'what a beautiful long hand! That is the hand of
one who has always dispensed blessings. But now it
holds him whom you seek, me, Zarathustra. It is I, the
godless Zarathustra, who speaks: who is more godless
than I, that I may enjoy his instruction?"

Thus spoke Zarathustra, and with his glances he
pierced the thoughts and the thoughts behind the
thoughts of the old pope. At last the pope began, "He
who loved and possessed him most has also lost him
most now; behold, now I myself am probably the more
godless of the two of us. But who could rejoice in that?'

'You served him to the last?" Zarathustra asked
thoughtfully after a long silence. "You know how he
died? Is it true what they say, that pity strangled him,
that he saw how man hung on the cross and that he
could not bear it, that love of man became his hell, and
in the end his death?"

The old pope, however, did not answer but looked
aside, shy, with a pained and gloomy expression. "Let
him go!" Zarathustra said aftbr prolonged reflection,
still looking the old man straight in the eye. "Let him
gol He is gone. And although it does you credit that
you say only good things about him who is now dead,
you know as well as I uho he was, and that his ways
were queer."

'Speaking 
in the confidence of three eyes," the old
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pope said cheerfully (for he was blind in one eye), 'lin

wliat pertains to God, I am-and have the right to be
-more enlightened than Zarathustra himself. My love
served him many years, my will followed his will in
everything. A good seryant, however, knows everything,
including even things that his master conceals from
himself. He was a concealed god, addicted to secrecy.
Verily, even a son he got himself in a sneaky way. At
the door of his faith stands adultery.

'\Mhoever praises him as a god of love does not have
a high inough opinion of love itself. Did this god not
want to be a judge too? But the lover loves beyond
reward and retribution.

'"When he was young, this god out of the Orient, he
was harsh and vengeful and he built himself a hell to
amuse his favorites. Eventually, however, he became
old and soft and mellow and pitying, more like a grand-
father than a father, but most like a shaky old grand-
mother. Then he sat in his nook by the hearth, wilted,
grieving over his weak legs, weary of the world, weary
of willing, and one day he choked on his all-too-great
Pity."'You old pope," Zarathustra intemrpted at this point,
'did you see that with your own eyes? Surely it might
have happened that way-that way, and also in some
other way. When gods die, they always die several
kinds of death. But-well then! This way or that, this
way and that-he is gone! He offended the taste of my
eais and eyes; I do not want to say anything worse
about him now that he is dead.

*I love all that looks bright and speaks honestly. But
he-you know it, you old priest, there was something
of your manner about him, of the priest's manner: he
was equivocal. He was also indistinct. How angry he
got with us, this wrath-snorter, because we understood
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him badlyl But why did he not speak more cleanly?
And if it was the fault of our ears, why did he give us
ears that heard him badly? If there was mud in our
ears-well, who put it there? He bungled tiro much, this
potter who had never ftnished his apprenticeship. But
that he wreaked revenge on his pots and creations for
having bungled them himself, that was a sin against
good toste. There is good taste in piety too; and it was
this that said in the end, 'Away with such a god! Rather
no god, rather make destiny on one's own, rather be a
fool, rather be a god oneselft'"

'What is this I hear?" said the old pope at this
point, pricking up his ears. "O Zarathustra, with such
disbelief you are more pious than you believe. Some
god in you must have converted you to your godlessness.
Is it not your piety itself that no longer lets you believe
in a god? And your overgreat honesty will yet lead you
beyond good and evil too. Behold, what remains to you?
You have eyes and hands and mouth, predestined for
blessing from all eternity. One does not bless with the
hand alone. Near you, although you want to be the
most godless, I scent a secret, sacred, pleasant scent of
long blessings: it gives me gladness and grief. Let me
be your guest, O Zarathustra, for one single night! No'
where on earth shall I now feel better than rvith you."

*Ament So be itl" said Zarathustra in great astortish-
ment. "Up there goes the way, there lies Zarathustra's
cave. I should indeed like to accompany you there my-
self, you venerable one, for I love all rvho are pious. But
now a cry of distress urgently calls me arvay from you.
In my realm no one shall come to grief; my cave is a
good haven. And I wish that I could put everyone who
is sad back on ffrm land and firm legs.

"But who could take yoar melancholy off your shoul-
ders? For that I am too weak. Verily, we might wait
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lorrg before someone awakens your god again. For this
old god lives no more: he is thoroughly dead.o

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

TIIE UGLIEST MAN

And again Zarathustrat feet ran over mountains and
through woods, and his eyes kept seeking, but he whom
they wanted to see was nowhere to be seen: the great
distressed one who had cried out. All along the wan
however, Zarathustra iubilated in his heart and was
grateful. "What good things," he said, 'has this day
given me to make up for its bad beginningl What
strange people have I found to talk withl Now I shall
long chew their words like good grains; my teeth shall
grind them and crush them small till they fow like milk
into my soul.'

But when the path turned around a rock again the
scenery changed all at once, and Zarathustra entered a
realm of death. Black and red clifis rose rigidly: no
grass, no tree, no birdt voice. For it was a valley that
all animals avoided, even the beasts of prey; only a
species of ugly fat green snakes came here to die when
thgy greq ofd. Therefore the shepherds called this
valley Snakes'Death.

Zarathustra, however, sank into a black reminiscence,
for he felt as if he had stood in this valley once before.
And much that was grave weighed on his mind; he
walked slowly, and still more slowly, and ffnally stood
still. But when he opened his eyes he saw something
sitting by the way, shaped like a human being, yet
scarcely like a human being-something inexpreisible.
And all at once a profound sense of shame overcame
Zarathustra -for havi_ng laid eyes on such a thing:
blushing right up to his white hair, he averted his ey;$
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and raised his feet to leave this dreadful place. But at
that moment the dead waste land was fflled with a
noise, for something welled up from the ground, gur'
gling and rattling, as water gurgles and rattles by night
in clogged waterpipes; and at last it became a human
voice and human speech-thus:

Zarathustra! Zarathustral Gueqs my riddlel Speak,
speak! What rs the reoenge ogainst the uitness? I lute
you back, here is slippery ice. Take care, take care that
your pride does not break its legs herel You think your-
self wise, proud Zarathusba. Then guess the riddle, you
cracker of hard nuts-the riddle that I am. Speak then:
who am I?"

But when Zarathustra had heard these words--what
do you suppose happened to his soul? Pity seized him;
and he sank down all at once, Ike an oak tree that has
long resisted many woodcutters-heaviln suddenly,
terrifying even those who had wanted to fell it. But im-
mediately he rose from the ground again, and his face
became hard.

"I recognize you well," he said in a voice of bronze;
oyw are the mwikrer of Cod! Let me go. You could
not bear him who saw you-who always saw you
through and through, you ugliest mant You took re-
venge on this witnessl"

Thus spoke Zarathustra, and he wanted to leave; but
the inexpressible one seized a corner of his garment and.
began again to gurgle and seek for words. "Stayt" he
said ffnally. "Stayl Do not pass byl I have guessed what
ax struck you to the ground: hail to you, O Zarathustra,
that you stand againl You have guessed, I know it
well, how he who killed him feels-the murderer of
God. Stayt Sit down here with mel It is not for nothing.
Whom did I want to reach, if not you? Stayl Sit downl
But do not look at mel In that way honor my ughnessl
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they penecute me; \ovi gou are my last refuge. l/of
with their hatred, not with their catchpoles: I would
mock such persecution and be proud and glad of itl

*Has not all zuccess hitherto been with the well-
persecuted? And whoever persecutes well, learns readily
how to foll,ow; for he is used to going after somebody
else. But it is their pity-it is their pity that I flee,
fleeing to you. O Zarathusha, protect me, you my last
refuge, the only one who has solved my riddle: you
guessed how he who killed him feels. Stayl And if you
worrld go, you impatient one, do not go the way I
came. TIwi way is bad. Are you angry with me that I
have even now stammered too long-and even advise
you? But know, it is I, the ugliest man, who also has
the largest and heaviest feet. Where I have gone, the
way is bad. I tread all wap till they are dead and
ruined.

"But that you passed me b1 silent; that you blushed,
I saw it well: that is how I recognized you as Zara-
thustra. Everyone else would have thrown his alms to
me, his pity, with his eyes and words. But for that I
am not beggar enough, as you guessed; for that I am
too rich, rich in what is grea! in what is terrible, in
what is ugliest, in what is most inexpressible. Your
shame, Zarathustra, honored mel With dificulty I
escaped the throng of the pitying, to find the only ono
today who teaches, 'Pity is obtrusive'-you, O Zara-
tfiustra. Whether it be a godt pity or man's-pity
ofiends the sense of shame. And to be unwilling to help
can be nobler than that virtue which jumps to help.

"But today that is called virtue itself among all the
little people-pity. They have no respect for great mis-
fortune, for great ugliness, for great failure. Over this
multitude I look away as a dog looks away over &e
backs of teeming flocks of sheep. They are little gray
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people, full of good wool and good will. As a heron
Iools away contemptuously over shallow ponds, its
head leaning back, thus I look away over the teeming
mass of gray little waves and wills and souls.'Too long
have we conceded to them that they are right, these
little people; so tbat in the end we have also conceded
them might Now they teach: Good is only what little
people call good.'

'And today'trutlf is what the preacher said, wbo
himself came from among them, that queer saint and
advocate of the little people who bore witness about
himself: 'I am the truth.'This irnmodest fellow has long
given the little people swelled heads-he who tauglt
no small error when he taught, 'I am the truth.' Has an
immodest fellow ever been answered more politely?
You, however, O Zarathustra, passed him by and said,
Not No! Three times no!'You wamed against his enor,
you, as tle ffrst, warned against pity-not all, not none,
but you and your kind.

'Tou are ashamed of the shame of the great su$erer;
and veriln when you san 'From pity, a great cloud
approaches; beware, O ment'; when you teach, 'All

creators are hard, all great love is over and above its
pity'-O Zarathustra, how well you seem to me to un-
derstand storm signs. But you-warn yourself also
against your pity, For many are on their way to you"
many who ar- suffering, doubting, despairing, drown-
ing, freezing. And I also wam you against myself. You
guessed my besg my wont riddle: myself and what I
did. I know the ax that fells you.

"But he had, to dier he saw with eyes that saw every-
thing; he saw man's depths and ultimate grounds, all
his concealed disgrace and ugliness. His pity kneu' no
shame: he crawled into my dirtiest nooks. This most
curious, overobbusive, oveqpitying one had to die. He
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alwap saw me: on such a witness I wanted to have
revenge or not live myself. llhe god who saw every'
thing, eoen man-this god had to diet Man cannot
bear it that such a witness should livel

llhus spoke the ugliest man. But Zarathusha rose and
was about to leave, for he felt frozen down to his veqy
entrails. "You inexpressible one," he said, 'you have
warned me against low way.In thanks I shall praise
mine to you. Behold, up there lies Zarathustrat cava
My cave is large and deep and has many nooks; even
thi most hidden can ffnd a hiiling-place there. Antl
close by there are a hundred dens and lodges for crawl-
ing, fluttering and jumping beasts. You self-exiled exile,
woulit you not live among men and merfs pity? Well
thenl Do as I do. lhus you also learn from me; only
the doer learns. And speak ffrst of all to my animals-
The proudest animal and the wisest animat{hey
should be the right counselors for the two of us.'

Thus spoke Zirathustrq and he went his way, $i!
more refictively and slowly than before; for he aslced
himself mucb, and he did not know how to answer him-
self readily. 'How poor man is after all,'he thought in
his heart; 'how ugln how wheezing, how full of hidden
shamel I have been told that man loves himself: ah,
how great must this self-love bel How much contempt
stands against itl This fellow too loved himself' even as
he despised himself: a great lover he seems to me, and.
a great despiser. None have I found yet who despised
himself more deeply: that too is a kind of height. Alas,
was he perhaps the higher man whose cry I heard? I
love tha great despisers. Man, however, fu ssmgthing
that must be overcome.'
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TIIE VOLUNTARY BEGCAN

When Zarathustra had left the ugliest man, he felt
frozen and lonely: for much that was cold and lonely
passed through his mind and made his limbs too feel
colder, But as he climbed on and on, up and dowr5 now
past green pastures, then again over wild stony places
where an impatient brook might once have made its
bed, all at once he felt warmer and more cheerful again

'What happened to me?" he asked himself. 'Some-

thing warm and alive refreshes me, something that
must be near me. Even now I am less alone; unknown
companions and brothers roam about me; their warm
breath touches my soul."

But when he looked around to ffnd those who had
comforted his loneliness, behold, they were cows, stand-
ing together on a knoll; their proximity and smell had
warmed his hearL These cows, however, seemed to be
listening eagerly to a speaker and did not heed him
that was approaching. But when Zarathustra had come
quite close to them, he heard distinctly that a human
voicre was speaking in the middle of the herd; and they
had evidently all turned their heads toward the speaker.

Thereupon Zarathustra iumped up eagerly and
pushed the animals aparf for he was afraid that somo
body had sufiered some harm here, which the prty of
cows could scarcely cure. But he was wrong, for be-
hold, there sat a man on the ground, and he seemed to
be urging the animals to have no fear of him, a peac€-
ful man and sermonizer on the mount out of whose
eyes goodness itself was preaching. 'What do you seek
hereP' shouted Zarathustra, amazed.

'What do I seek hereP'he replied" 'Ihe same thing



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: FOURTH PART 381
you are seeking, you disturber of the peaces happiness
on earth. But I want to learn that from these cows. For,
you lnow, I have already been urging them half the
moming, and just now they wanted to tell me. Why do
you disturb them?

'Except we turn back and become as cows, we shall
not enter the kingdom of heaven. For we ought to learn
one thing from them: chewing the cud. And verily,
what would it profit a man if he gained the whole
world and did not leam this one thing: chewing the
cud! He would not get rid of his melancholy-his great
melancholy; but today that is called nausea. Who today
does not have his heart, mouth, and eyes full of nausea?
You tool You tool But behold these cowst"

Thus spoke the sermonizer on t}re mount, and then
he turned his own eyes toward Zarathustra, for until
then they had dwelt lovingly on the cows. But then his
eyes changed. "Who is this to whom I am talking?" he
cried, startled, and jumped up from the ground. "This
is the man without nausea, this is Zarathustra himself,
the man who overcame the great nausea; this is the
eye, this is the mouth, this is the heart of Zarathusha
himself." And as he spoke thus, he kissed the hands of
the man to whom he was talking, and his eyes welled
over, and he behaved exactly as one to whom a precious
gift and treasure falls unexpectedly from the sky. But
the cows watched all this with amazement.

'Do not speak of me, you who are so sbange, so
lovelyl'Zarathustra said and restrained his tender af-
fection. "First speak to me of yourself. Are you not tlte
voluntary beggar who once tluew away geat riches?
Who was ashamed of his riches and of the rich, and
fled to the poorest to give them his fullness and his
heart? But they did not accept hirn."
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"But they did not accept me,' said the voluntary

beggar; ]ou know it. So I ffn"lly went to the animals
and to these cows.'

'There you have learned,' Zarathustra interrupted
the speaker, how right giving is harder than right
receiving, and that to give presents well is an orf and
the ultimate and most cunning master-art of gracious-
ness."

'Especially today,' answered the voluntary beggar;
otoday, I mearl when everything base has become re-
bellious and shy and, in.its own way, arrogant-I mear5
in the way of the mob. For the hour has come, you
know it, for the great, bad, long, slow revolt of the
mob and slaves: it grows and grows. Now the base are
outraged by any charity and any litde giving away; and
the overrich should beware. Whoever drips today, like
bulging botdes out of all-too-narrow necks--+uch bot-
tles they like to seize today to break their neclcs.
Lascivious greed, galled envy, aggrieved vengefulness,
mob pride: all that leaped into my face. It is no longer
true that the poor are blessed. But the kingdom of
heaven is among the cpws."

-Ancl why is it not among the richP asked Zara-
thustra temptingly as he warded off the cows, whie,h
were breathing trustingly on the peaceful man.

'Why do you tempt me?" he replied. 'You yourself
know it even better than I. What was it after all that
drove me to the poorest, O Zarathustra? Was it not that
f was nauseated by our richest men? By the convicts of
riches, who pick up their advanta$e out of any rubbish,
with cold eyes, lewd thoughts; by this rabble that
stinks to high heaven; by this gilded, false mob whose
fathers have been pickpockets or carrion birds or
ragpickers-with women,obliging, lascivious, and for.
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gedul: for'none of them is too far from the whores-
nob above and mob belowt What do'poor' and'ricH
matter today? This difference I have forgotten. I fle4
farther, ever farther, till I came to these cows."

Thus spoke the peaceful man, and he himself
breathed hard and sweated as he spoke, so that the
oows were amazed again. But Zarathustra kept looking
into his face, smiling as he spoke so harshln and
silently he shook his head. 'You do yourself violence,
you sermonizer on the moun! when you use such harsh
words. Your mouth was not formed for such harshnesg
nor your eyes. Nor, it seems to me, your stomach either:
it is ofiended by all such wrath and hatred and frothing.
Your stomach wants gentler things: you are no butcher.
You seem much more like a plant-and-root man to me.
Perhaps you gnash grain. Certainly, however, you are
averse to the jot's of the fesh and you love honey.'

oYou have unriddled me well,' answered the volun-
tary beggar, his heart relieved. 'I love honey; I also
gnash grain, for I sought what tastes lovely and gives
a pure breath; also what takes a long time, a day's and
a mouth's work for gentle idlers and loafers. Nobody,
to be sure, has achieved morb than these cows: t}ley
invented for themselves chewing the cud and lying in
the sun. And they abstain from all grave thoughtg
which bloat the heart.'

'Well thenl" said Zarathustra. 'You should also see
my animals, my eagle and my serpent: their like is not
to be found on earth today. Behold, there goes the way
to my cave: be its guest tonight. And talk with my ani-
mals of the happiness of animals-till I myself return
home. For now a cry of distress urgently calls me arvay
from you. You will also ffnd new honey in my cave, ice-
fresh golden comb honey: eat thatl But now quickly
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take leave from your oows, you who are so shange, so
lovelyl-thouqh it may be hard for you. For they arelovelyl-though it may be for you. For they are
your wannest friends and teachers."

-Excepting one whom I love still mott," answered the
voluntary beggar. 'You yourself are good, and even
better tban a oo% O Zarathustra."

'Away, away with you, you wicked flattererl" Zara-
thustra cried with malice. "Why do you cormpt me with
such praise and honeyed flattery? Away, away from
met' he cried once more and brandished his stick at
the afiectionate beggar, who ran away quickly.

TIIE SHADOW

But as soon as the voluntary b"ggrr had run away
and Zarathustra was alone again" he heard a new voice
behind hinl shouting, 'Stop, Zarathustral Waitl It is I,
O Zarathustrq f, your shadowl" But Zarathustra did not
wait, for a sudden annoyanc€ came over him at the
many intruders and obtruders in his mountains. 'Where

has my solitude gone?" he said. 'Verily, it is becoming
too much for me; this mountain range is teeming, ny
kingdom is no longer of thir world" I need new moun-
tains. My shadow calls me? What does my shadow
matter? Let him run after mel I shall run away from
him."

Thus spoke Zarathustra to his hear! and he ran away.
But he who was behind him followed him, so that soon
there were three mnners, one behind the other, ffrst the
voluntary beggar, then Zarathustra, and third and last
his shadow. It was not long that they ran this way be.
fore Zarathustra realized his folly and with a single
shrug shook ofi all discontent and disgust. 'Welll" he
said; "have not the rrost ridiculous things always hap
pened among us old herrrits and saints? Verily, my
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folly has grcwn tall in the mountains. Now I hear six
gld {ools' lggs glatterilg qlong in a row. But may
Zarathustra be afraid of a shadow? Moreover, it seems
to me that he has longer legs than I."

Thus spoke Zarathustra, laughing with his eyes and
entrails; he stopped quickly and turned around-and
behold, he almost threw his follower and shadow to the
ground: so close was the shadow by then, and so weak
too. And when Zarathustra examined him \ilith his
eyes, he was startled as by a sudden ghost: so thin,
swarthn hollow, and outlived did this follower look.oWho are you?" Zarathustra asked violently. "What are
y-ou doing here? And why do you call younelf my
shadowP I do not like vou.-'Forgive me,- answe,'red the shadow, 'that it is I;
and if you do not like me, well tlen, O Zarathustra, for
that I praise you and your good taste. I am a wanderer
w_ho has already walked a great deal at your heels-
always on my way, but without any goal, also without
any home; so that I really lack little toward being the
Eternal Jew, unless it be that I am not eternal, and not
a Jew. HowP Must I always be on my way? Whirled
by every wind, restless, driven on? O earth, thou hast
become too round for rnel'I have already sat on every surfacr; like weary dus!
I_have gone to sleep on mirrors and windowpanes: every-
thing takes away from me, nothing gives, I become
thirF-I am almost like a shadow. Bu{ after you, O Tara-
thustra, I flew and blew the longest; and even when I
hid from you f was still your blst shadow: wherever
you sat, I sat too.'With you I haunted the remotest, coldest worlds
like a ghost that runs voluntarily over wintery roofs and
snow. With you I strove to penetrate everything that
is forbidden, wors! remotest; and if there is anything in
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me that is virtue, it is that I had no fear of any for-
biddance. With you I broke whatever my heart revered;
f overthrew all boundary stones and images; I pursued
the most dangerous wishes: verily, over every crime I
have passed once. With you I unlearned faith in words
and values and great names. When the devil sheds his
skin, does not his name fall off too? For that too is skin.
The devil himself is perhaps-skin.

''Nothing is true, all is permitted': thus I spoke to
myself. Into the coldest waters I plunged, with head
and heart. Alas, how often have I stood there aftenvard,
naked as a red crab! Alag where has all that is good
gone from me-and all shame, and all faith in those
who are good? Alas, where is that mendacious inno
cence that I once possessed, the innocence of the good
and their noble liesP

'Too often, verily, did I follow close on the heels of
truth: so she kicked me in the face. Sometimes I thought
I was lying, and behold, only then did I hit the truth.
Too much has become clear to me: now it no longer
concerns me. Nothing is alive any more that I love; horv
should I still love myself? To live as it pleases me, or
not to live at all': that is what I want, that is what the
saintliest want too. But alas, how could anything please
me any more? Do I have a goal any more? A haven
toward which my sail is set? A good wind? Alas, only
he who lcnows where he is sailing also knows which
wind is good and the right wind for him. What is left
to me now? A heart, weary and impudent a restless
wilf flutter-wings, a broken backbone. Tryottg tlus to
ftnd my home--O Zarathustra, do you know it?-trying
this was my tnal; it consumes me. 'Where is-my home?'
I ask and search and have searched for it, but I have
not found it. O eternal everywhere, O etemal nowhere,
O etemal-in vaint"
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Thus spoke the shadow, and Zarathuslg's jacg grery
long as h6 [stened. "You are my shadow," he ftnally said
sadly. 'Your danger is no smail one, you free spirit and
wanderer. You have had a bad day; see to it that you
do not have a still worse evening. To those who are as
restless as you, even a jail will at last seem bliss. Have
you ever ieen how imprisoned criminals sleep? They
ileep calmly, enjoying their new security. Beware Iest
a ninow faith imprison you in the end-some harsh
and severe illusion. For whatever is narrow and solid
seduces and tempts you now.

*You have losf your goal; alas, horv will you digest
and jest over this loss? With this you have also lost
your way. You poor roaming enthusiast, you weary
butterflyl Would you have a rest and home this evening?
Then go up to my cave. Up there goes the path to my
cave.

'And now let me quickly nrn away from you again.
Even now a shadow seems to lie over me. I want to
run alone so that it may become bright around me
agrrin. For that, I shall still have to stay merrily on my
legs a long time. In the evening, horvever, there will
be dancing in my cave."

Thus spoke Zarathustra.

AT NOON

And Zarathustra ran and ran and iliil not ffnd any-
body any more, and he was alone and found himself
again and again, and he enjoyed and quaffed his
solitude and thought of good things for hours. But
around the hour of noon, when the sun stood straight
over Zarathustra's head, he came to an old crooked
and knotty tree that was embraced, and hidden from
itself, by the rich love of a grapevine; and yellow
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grapes hung from it in abundance, inviting the wan-
derer. Then he felt the desire to quench a slight thirst
and to break off a grape; but even as he was stretch-
ing out his arm to do so, he felt a still greater desire for
something else: namely, to lie down beside the tree at
the perfect noon hour, and to sleep.

This Zarathustra did; and as soon as he lay on the
ground in the sUllness and secrecy of the many-hued
grass, he forgot his slight thirst and fell asleep. For, as
Zarathustra's proverb says, one thing is more necessary
than another. Only his eyes remained open: for they
did not tire of seeing and praising the tree and the
love of the grapevine. Falling asleep, however, Zara-
thustra spoke thus to his heartr

Still! SUil! Did not the world become perfect iust
nowP What is happening to me? As a delicate wind
dances unseen on an inlaid sea, light, featherJighg
thus sleep dances on me. My eyes he does not close,
my soul he leaves awake. Light he is, verily, feather-
light. He persuades me, I know not how. He touches
me inwardly with caressing hands, he conguers me. Yes,
he conquers me and makes my soul stretch out: how
she is becoming long and tired, my strange soull Did
the eve of a seventh dav come to her at noon? Has she
already roamed happili among good and ripe things
too long? She stretches out long, long-longer. She
lies still, my strange soul. Too much that is good has
she tasted; this golden sadness oppresses her, she makes
a wry mouth.

Like a ship that has sailed into its stillest cove-now
it leans against the earth, tired of the long voyages
and the uncertain seas. Is not the earth more faithful?
The way such a ship lies close to, and nestles to, the
land-it is enough if a spider spins its thread to it from
the land: no stronger ropes are needed now. Like such
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a tired ship in the stillest cove, f too r€st now near the
earth, faithful, trusting waiting, tied to it with tbe
softest threads.

O happinessl O happinesst Would you sing, O my
soul? You are lpng in the grass. But this is the secret
solemn hour when no shepherd plays his pipe. Refrainl
Hot noon sleeps on the meadows. Do not singl Stilll
the world is perfect. Do not sing, you winged one in
the grass, O my soul{o not even whisperl Behold-
stilll-the old noon sleeps, his mouth moves: is he not
just now drinking a drop of happiness, an old brown
drop of golden happiness, golden wine? It slips over
him, his happiness laughs. Thus laughs a god. Stilll

'O happiness, how little is sufficient for happinessto
Thus I'spoke once and seemed clever to myself. But
it was a blasphernyz that I have leamed now. Clever
fools speak better. Precisely the least, the softest,
lightest, a lizardt rustling, a breath, a breeze, a mo-
ment's glance-it is linle t}lat makes tlrr- best happiness
Stilll

What happened to me? Listent Did time perhaps fly
away? Do I not fall? Did I not fall-listen!-into the
well of eternity? What is happening to meP Stilll I
have been stung, alas-in the heart? In the hea*l Oh
break, break, heart, after such happiness, after such a
sting. How? Did not the world become perfect iust
now? Round and ripe? Oh, the golden round ring-
where may it fly? Shall I run after it? Quickl Still! (And
here Zarathustra stretched and felt that he was asleep.)

"Up!" he said to himself; ]ou sleeperl You noon
nappert Well, get up, old legs! It is time and overtime;
many a good stretch of road still lies ahead of you. Now
you have slept out-how long? Half an etemity! Welll
Up with you no% my old heartl After such a sleep, how
long will it take you to-wake it oS?" (But then he
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fell asleep again, and his soul spoke against him and
resisted and lay down again.) 'Leave me alone! Still!
Did not the world become perfect iust now? Oh, the
golden rcund balll"

'Get upl" said Zarathustra" 'you little thief, you
lazy little thief of timel What? Still stretching, yawning,
sighing, falling into deep wells? Who are you? O my
soull" (At this point he was startled, for a sunbeam fell
from the sky onto his face.) *O heaven over mel" he
said, sighing, and sat up. 'Tou are looking on? You are
listening to my strange soul? When will you drink this
drop of dew which has fallen upon all earthly things?
When will you drink this strange soul? Wheq well of
eternity? Cheerful, dreadful abyss of noon! When will
you drink my soul back into yourselfP"

Thus spoke Zarathustra, and he got up from his
resting place at the tree as from a strange drunkenness;
and behold, the sun still stood straight over his head.
But from this one might justly conclude that Zara-
thustra had not slept long.

THE WELCOME

ft was only late in the afternoon that Zarathustra,
after much vain searching and roaming, returned to
his cave agiin. But when hi was opposite i! not twenty
paces away, that which he now least expected came
about: again he heard the great cry of d.i*ress. And-
amazing!-this time it came from his own cave. But
it was a long-drawn-oul manifold, strange cry, and
Zarathustra could clearly discem that it was composed
of many voices, though if heard from a distance it might
sound like a cry from a single mouth.

Then Zarathustra leaped toward his cave, and be-
hold, what a sight awaited him after this soundl For
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all the men whom he had passed by during the day
were sitting there together: the king at tbe right and
the king at the left, the old magician, the pope, the
voluntary beggar, the shadow, the conscientious in spirit,
the sad soothsayer, and the ass; and the ugliest man had
put on a crown and adomed himself with two crimson
belts, for like all who are ugly he loved to disguise
himself and pretend that he was beautiful. But in the
rniddle of this melancholy party stood Zarathustra's
eagle, bristling and restless, for he had been asked too
many questions for which his pride had no answer;
and thb wise serpent hung around his neck.

Zaratlustra beheld all this with great amazement;
then he examined every one of his guests with friendly
curiosity, read their iouls, and ias amazed again.
Meanwhile all those gathered had risen from their
seats and were waiting respectfully for Zarathusha
to speak. But Zarathustra spoke thus:'You who despairl You who are strange! So it rvas
lour cry of distress that I heard? And now I also know
where to ffnd him whom I sought in vain todayz the
higher man. He sits in my own cave, the higher man.
But why shoulcl I be amazed? Have I not lured him to
myself with honey sacriffces and the cunning siren calls
of my happiness?

'Yet it seems to me that you are poor company; you
who utter cries of distress upset each other's hearts as
you sit here together. First someone must come-some-
one to make you laugh again, a good gay clown" a
dancer and wind and wildcat, some old fool. What do
you think?

'lForgive me, you who despair, that I speak to you
with such little words, unwortln verily, of luch guests.
But you do not guess ulnt makes me so prankish: it is
you yourselves who do it, and the sight of you; for$ve
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rne! For everyone becomes brave when he observes one
who despairs.- To encourage one who despairs-for
that everyone feels strong enough.-Even to me you gave
this strength: a good gift, my honored guestsl L proper
present to ensure hospitalityl Well tlen, do not be
angry if I also offer you something of what is mine.

"This is my realm and my dominion; but whatever is
mine shall be yours for this evening and this night. My
animals shall serve you, my cave shall be your placl
of rest. In my home and house nobody shall'despair; in
my region I protect everybody.from his wild animals.
And this is the ffrst thing I ofier you: security. The
second thing, however, is my Iittle ffnger. And once
you have that,by all means take the whole hand; well,
and my heart tool Be welcome here, welcome, my
guestsl"

Thus spoke Zarathusha, and he laughed from love
and malice. After this weloome his guests bowed again
and were respecdully silent; but the king at the right
$and answerJd him in their name: "Frori the manner,
O Zarathustra, in which you ofiered us hand and wel-
come, we recognize you as Zarathustra. You humbled
yourself before us; you almost wounded our reverence.
Butwho would know as you do, how to humble himself
with such pride? TIwt in itself uplifts us; it is refresh-
ing for our eyes and hearts. Merely to see tlis one thing,
we would gladly climb mountains higher than this one.
For we came, eager to see; we wanted to behold what
makes dim eyes bright. And behold, even now we are
done with all our cries of distress. Even now our minds
and hearts are oirened up and delighted. Little is lack-
ing, and our spirits will become sportive.

"Nothing more delightful grows on earth, O Zara-
thustra, than a lofty, strong will: that is the earth's most
beautilul plant. A wbole landscape is refreshed by one
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such tree. Whoever grows up high like !ou, O Zara-
thustra, I compare to the pine: long, silent, hard, alone,
of the best and most resilient wood, magnificent-and
in the end reaching out with strong green branches for
his oron dominion, questioning wind and weather and
whateyer else is at home on the heights with forceful
questions, and answering yet more forcefulln a com-
mander, triumphant: oh, who would not clirnb high
mountains to see such plants? Your tree here, O Zara-
thustra, refreshes even the gloomy ones, the failures;
your sight reassures and heals the heart even of the
restless. And verily, toward your mountain and tree
many eyes are directed today; a great longing has ariserl
and many have learned to ask, '\ilho is ZarathustraP

'And those into whose ears you have once dripped
your song and your honey, all the hidden, the lonesome,
t"he twosome, have all at once said to their learts, 

'Does

Zarathustra still live? Life is no longer worth while, all
is the same, all is in vain, or-we must live with Zara-
thustra.'

'Why does he not come who has so long announced
himself?'ask many. 'Has solitude swallowed him upP Or
are we perhaps supposed to come to him?'

'Now it happens that solitude itself grows weary
and breaks, like a tomb that breaks and can no longer
hold its dead. Everywhere one sees the resurrected.
Now the waves are climbing and climbing around your
mountain, O Zarathustra. And however high your height
may be, many must come up to you: your bark shall not
be stranded much longer. And that we who lvere de-
spairing have now come to your cave and no longer
despair-that is but a sign and symbol that those better
than we are on their way to you; for this is what is on
ils way to you: the last remnant of God among me&-
that is, all the men of great longing, of great nausea,
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of great disgusl all who do not want to live unless they
Iearn to hope again, unless they leam from yov, O 7.an-
thustra, the great hope."

Thus spoke the king at the right, and he seized Zara-
thustra's hand to kiss it; but Zarathustra resisted his
veneration and stepped back, startled, silent, and as if
be were suddenly fleeing into remote distances. But
after a little while he was back with his guests again,
looking at them with bright, examining eyes, and he
said: "My guests, you higher men, let rne speak to you
in plain and clear German. It was not for yw that I
waited in these mountains.-

('?ain and clear German? Cooil Godl" the king at
the left said at this point, in an aside. 'One can see that
he does not know our dear Germans, this wise man from
the Eastt But what he means is 'coarse Germart'; well,
these days that is not the worst of tastes.")

'You may indeed all be higher men," continued Zara-
thustrg'but for me you are not high and strong enough.
For me-that means, for the inexorable in me that is
silent but will not always remain silent. And if you
do belong to me, it is not as my right arm. For whoever
stands on sick and weak legs himself, as you do, wants
consid,eration above all, whether he knows it or hides
it from himself. To my arms and my legs, however, f
show no consideration; I show my uaniors tw consid.eta-
tbn: how then could you be fttf.or my war? With you I
should spoil my eveqy victory. And some among you
would collapse as soon as they heard the loud roll of
rry dnrns.

'Nor are you beautiful and wellborn enough for me.
I need clean, smooth mirrors for my doctrines; on your
surface even my own image is distorted. Many a burden,
many a reminiscence press on your shoulders; many a
wicled dwarf crouches in your nools. There is hidden
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mob in you too. And even though you may be high and
of a higher kind, much in you is crooked and misshapen.
There is no smith in the world who could hammer you
right and straight for me.

"You afe mere bridgesr may men higher than you
stride over you. You signify steps: therefore do not be
angry with him who climbs over you to h'is height. A
genuine son and perfect heir may yet grow from your
seed, even for me: but that is distant. You yourselves
are not those to whom my heritage and name belong.'It is not for you that I wait in these mountains; it is
not rvith you that I am to go down for the last time.
Only as signs have you come to me, that those higher
than you are even now on their way to me: nof the men
of great longing, of great nausea, of great disgus! and
that which you called tlle remnant of God; no, no,
trhree t{mes no! It is for others that I wait here in these
mountains, and I will not lift my feet from here without
them; it is for ttrose who are higher, stronger, more
triumphant, and more cheerful, such as are built pelpen-
dicular in body and soul: laughing lions must comel'O ^y strllge guestst Have you not yet heard any-
thing of my children? And that they are on their way to
me? Speak to me of my gardens, of my blessed isles, of
my new beauty-why do you not speak to me of that?
This present I beseech from your love, that you spealc
to me of my children. For this I am rich, for this I grew
poor; what did I not give, what would I not give to
h3ve 91e thing: these children, this living plantatior5
these life-hees of my will and my highest hopet"
- Thus spoke Zarathustrq and ruaaJrty he sioppeil in
his speech, for a longing came over him, and he closed
his eyes and mouth as his heart was moved. And all his
guests too fell silent and stood still in dismay; only the
old soothsayer made signs and gestures wittr his hinds.
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TIIE LAST SUPPER

For it was at this point that the soothsayer intemrpted
the welcome, pushed forward like one who has no time
to lose, seized Zarathustra's hand, and shouted: "But
Zarathustral One thing is more necessary than another:
thus you say yourself, Well then, one thing is more
necessary to ne now than anything else. A word at
the right time: did you not invite me to supper? And
here are many who have come a long way. Surely, you
would not feed us speeches alone? Also, all of you have
thought far too much, for rny taste, of freezing, drown-
ing, sufiocating, and other physical distress; but nobody
has thought of my distress, namely, starving-"

(Thus spoke the soothsayer; but when Zarathustra's
animals heard these words they ran away in fright. For
they saw that whatever they had brought home during
the day would not be enough to fill this one sooth-
sayer.)

*Including dlng of thirs!" continued the soothsayer.
'And although I hear water splashing nearby like
speeches of wisdom-that is, abundantly and tirelessly
-I want wirw. Not everybody is a born water drinker
like Zarathustra. Nor is water ftt for the weary and
wilted: are deserve wine. That alone gives sudden con-
valescence and immediate health."

On this occasion, as the soothsayer asked for wine, it
happened that the king at the left, the taciturn one, got
a word in too, for once. 'For wine," he said, "we have
taken care-I together with my brother, the king at
the right; we have wine enough-a whole ass-load. So
nothing is lacking but bread."

'Breadf countered Zarathustra, and he laughed.
'Bread is the one thing hemrits do not have. But man



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: FOURTH PART 3yt
does not live by bread alone, but also of the meat of

-good lambs, of which I have two. These should be
slaughtered quickly and prepared tastily with sage: I
love it that way. Nor is there a lack of roots and fruiN
good enough even for gourmets and gourmands, nor of
nuts and other riddles to be cracked. Thus we shall
have a good meal in a short while. But whoever would
join in the eating must also help in the preparation,
even the kings. For at Zar,athustra's even a king may be
cook."

This suggestion appealed to the hearts of all; only
the voluntary beggar objected to meat and wine and
spices. 'Now listen to this glutton Zarathustra!" he said
jokingly; 'is that why one goes into caves and high
rnountain ranges, to prepare such meals? Now indeed
I understand what he once taught us: 'Praised be a
little povertyl' And why he wants to abolish beggars.'

.Be of good cheer," Zarathustra answered him, 'as

I am. Stick to your custom, my excellent friend, crush
your grains, drink your water, praise your fare; as long
as it makes you gayl

oI am a law only for my kind, I am no law for all.
But whoever belongs with me must have strong bones
and light feet, be eager for war and festivals, not
gloomy, no dreamer, as ready for what is most dificult
as for his festival, healthy and wholesome. The best
belongs to my kind and to me; and when one does not
give it to us, we take it: the best food, the purest sky,
the strongest thoughts, the most beautiful women.'

Thus spoke Zarathustra; but the king at the right
retorted: 'Strange! Hae one ever heard such clever
things out of the mouth of a sage? And verily, he is
t.he shangest sage who is also clever and no ass."

Thus spoke the king at the righ! and he was amazed;
but the ass commented on his speech with evil intent:
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Yeah-Yuh. But this was the be$nning of that long-
drarvnout meal which the chronicles call "the last sup
per.'And in the cpurse of it, notbing else was disctrssed
but tfte htgher nwn.

ON TIIE IIIGITER MAN

The ftrst time I 
""-" 

tot-rn I committed the folly
of hermits, the great folly: I stood in the market place.
And as I spoke to all, I spoke to none. But in the
evening, tighhope walkers and corpses were my com-
panions; and I myself was almost I corpse. But with
the new morning a new truth came to me: I learned
to sa)/,'Of what concem to me are market and mob and
mob noise and long mob ears?"

You higher men, learn this from me: in the market
place nobody believes in higher men. And if you want
to speak therg very welll But the mob blinls: "We are
all equal."

'You higher men"-thus blinks the mob-*there are
no higher men, we are all equal, man is man; before
God we are all equal."

Before Godl But now this god has died. And before
the mob we do not want to be equal. You higher men,
go alvay from the market placel

Before Godt But rro* ati god has died. You higher
men, this god was your greatest danger. It is only since
he lies in his tomb that you have been resurrected.
Only now the great noon comes; only now the higher
man becomes-lord.

Have you understood this word, O my brothen? You
are startled? Do your hearts become giddy? Does the
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abyss yawn before you? Does the hellhound horvl at
youP Well then, you higher men! Only now is the moun-
tain of man's future in labor. God died: now &? want
the overman to live.

3
The most coicerned ask today: 'How is man to be

preserved?" But Zarathustra is the ffrst and only one to
ask: "How is man to be overcome?"

I have the overman at heart, that is my ffrst and only
concern-and nof man: not the neighbor, not the Poor-
est, not the most ailing, not the best..

O my brothers, what I can love in man is that he is
en overture and a going under. And in you too there
is much that lets me love and hope. That you despise,
you higher men, that lets me hope. For the great
despisers are the great reverers. That you have de-
spaired, in that there is much to revere. For you did not
learn how to surrender, you did not learn petty Pru-
dences. For today the little people lord it: they all
preach surrender and resignation and prudence and
industry and consideration and the long etcetera of the
small virtues.

What is womanish, what derives from the servile, and
especially the mob hodgepodge: that would no*'become
master of all human destiny. O n-ausea! Nausea! Nauseal
That asks and asks and never grows weary: "How is
man to be preserved best, longest, most agreeably?"
With that-they are the masters of today.

Overcome these masters of today, O rny brothers-
these small people, they erc the overmarfs greatest
danger.

You higher men, overcome the small virtues, the small
prudences, the grain-of-sand consideration, the ants' riff-
rafl the wretched contentmen! the thappiness of the
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greatest number"l And rather despair than surrender.
And verily, I love you for not knowing how to live
today, you higher menl For thus gon live best.

4
Do you have courage, O my brothers? Are you brave?

Not courage before witnesses but the courage of hermits
and eagles, which is no longer watched even by a gd.

Cold souls, mules, the blind, and the drunken I do
not call brave. Brave is he who knows fear but corquarc
fear, who sees the abyss, but with pride.

Who sees the abyss but with the eyes of an eagle;
who grasps the abyss with the talorn of an eagl*that
nan has courage.

5
'Man is evil"-thus said all the wisest to comfort me.

Alas, if only it were still tme todayl For evil is man's
best strength.

"Man must become better and more evil"-thus f
teach. The greatest evil is necessary for the overman's
best. It may have been good for that preacher of the
little people that he suffered and tried to bear man's
sin. But I rejoice over great sin as my great consolation.

But this is not said for long ears. Not every word
belongs in every mouth. These are delicate distant
matters: they should not be reached for by sheeps' hoofs.

6
You higher men, do you I have come to setxou higher men, clo you suppose I have come to set

right what you have set wrong? Or that I have come to
you that su$er to bed. you more comfortably? Or to
you that are restless, have gone astray or climbedyou that are restless, have gone astray or climbed
astray, to show you new and easier paths?

Nol Nol Three times nol Ever more, ever better ones
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of your kind shall perish-for it shall be ever worse
and harder for you. Thus alone-thus alone, man grows
to the height where lightning strikes and breals him:
lofty enough for lightning

My mind and my longing are directed toward the
feq the long, the distant; what are your many small
short miseries to meP You do not yet suffer enough to
suit mel For you suffer from ;rourselves, you have not
yet sufiered frcrn man. You would lie if you claimed
otherwisel You all do not sufier from what I have
suffered.

7
It is not enough for me that lightning no longer does

any harm. I do not wish to conduct it away: it shall
learn to work for me.

My wisdom has long gathered like a cloud; it is
becoming stiller and darker. Thus does every wisdom
that is yet to give birth to lightning bolts.

For tlrese men of today I do not wish to be light,.ot
to be called \ght, These I wish to blind. Lightdng of
my wisdom! put out their eyesl

8'
Will nothing beyond your capacity: there is a wicked

falseness among those who will beyond their capacity.
Especially if they will great thingsl For they arouse
mistrust against great things, these subtle counterfeiters
and actors-uptil ffnally they are false before them-
selves, squinters, whited worm-eaten decay, cloaked
with strong words, with display-virtues, with splendid
false deeds.

Take good care there, you higher menl For nothing
today is more precious to me and rarer than honesty.

Is this today not the mobt? But the mob does not
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know what is grea! what is small, what is straight and
bonest: it is innocently crooked, it always lies.

I
Have a good mistrust today, you higher men, you

stouthearted ones, you openhearted onesl And keep
your reasons secretl For this today is the mob's.

What the mob once learned to believe without reasons
-who could overthrow that with reasons?

And in the market place one convinces with gestures.
But reasons make the mob mistrusdul.

And if truth was victorious for once, then ask yourself
with good mistrust: 'What strong enor fought for it?'

Beware of the scholarst They hate you, for they are
sterile. They have cold, dried-up eyes; before them
every bird lies unplumed.

Such men boast that they do not lie: but the inability
to lie is far from the love of truth. Bewaret

Freedom from fever is not yet knowledge by any
meanst I do not believe chilled spirits. Whoever is
unable to lie does not know what buth is.

to
If you would go high, use your own legs. Do not let

yourselves be carried up; do not sit on the backs and
heads of others. But you mounted a horse? You are now
riding quickly up to your goal? All right, my friendt
But your lame foot is sitting on the horse too. When you
reach your goal, when you jump off your horse<n
your very height, you higher mar\ you will stumble.

l 1

You creators, you higher ment One is pregnant only
with one's own child. Do not let yourselves be gulled
and beguiled! Who, after all, is your neighbor? And
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even if you act "for the neighbor"-you still do not
create for him.

Unlearn this "for," you creatorst Your very virtue
wants that you do nothing *for" and *in order" and
'tecause." You shall plug up your ears against these
false little words. "For the neighbor" is only the virtue
of the little peopler there one says 'birds of a feathero
and 'one hand washes the other." They have neither
the right nor the strength lor your egoism. In your ego-
ism, you creators, is the caution and providence of the
pregnant. What no one has yet laid eyes on, the fruit:
that your whole love shelters and saves and nourishes.
Where your whole love is, with your child, there is
also your whole virtue. Your work, your will, that is
gour'neighbor": do not let yourselves be gulled with
false values!

L2

You creators, you higher menl Whoever has to give
birth is sick; but whoever has given birth is unclean.
Ask women: one does not give birth because it is
'fun. Pain makes hens and poets cackle.

You creators, there is much that is unclean in you
That is because you had to be mothers.

|, new child: oh, how much new fflth has also come
into the world! Go asidet And whoever has given birth
should wash his soul clean.

Do not be virtuous l"ri"t"a your strength! And do
not desire anything of yourselves against probability.

lValk ln the footprints where your fathers' virtue
ya-lked before you. How would you climb high if your
fathers' will does not climb with youP

But whoever would be a ffrstling should beware lest
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he also become a lastling. And wherever the vices of
your fathers are, there you should not want to represent
saints. If your fathers consorted with women, strong
wines, and wild boars, what would it be if you wanted
ehastity of yourself? It would be fo\! Verily, it seems
much to me if such a man is the husband of one or two
or three women. And if he founded monasteries and
wrote over the door, "The way to sainthood," I should
yet say, What for? It is another folly. He founded a
reformatory and refuge for himsel{: may it do him
goodt But I do not believe in it.

In solitude, whatever one has brought into it grows-
also the inner beast. Therefore solitude is inadvisable for
many. Has there been anything fflthier on earth so far
than desert saints? Around them not only was the devil
loose, but also the swine.

r4
Shy, ashamed, awkward, like a tiger whose leap has

failed: thus I have often seen you slink aside, you
higher men. A throw had failed you. But, you dice-
throwers, what does it matter? You have not learned to
gamble and jest as one must gamble and jest. Do we
not always sit at a big iesting-and-gaming table? And if
something great has failed you, does it follow that you
yourselves are failures? And if you yourselves are fail-
ures, does it follow that man is a failure? But if man is
a failure-well thent

r5

t I The higher its type, the more rarely a thing succeeds.

\ I Yo,t higher men here, have you not all failed?
\ Be of good cheer, what does it matter? How much is

still possible! Leam to laugh at yourselves as one must
laugh!
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Is it any wonder that you failed and only half

succeeded, being half broken? Is not something throng-
ing and pushing in you-man's future? Mans greatest
distance and depth and what in him is lofty to the stars,
his tremendous strength-are not all these frothing
against each other in your pot? Is it any wonder that
many a pot breaks? Learn to laugh at yourselves as
one must laughl You higher men, how much is still
possiblel

And verily, how much has already succeededl How
rich is the earth in little good perfect things, in what
has turned out welll

I I Phce Iittle good perfect things around you, O higher
| \ men! Their golden ripeness heals the heart. What is
| \ perfect teaches hope.
t i  

rG , .Y
What has so far been

Was it not the word of him who silll
who laugh here"? Dd he himself ffnd no reasons on
earth for laughing? Then he searched very badly. Even
a child could ffnd reasons here. He did not love enough:
else he would also have loved us who laugh. But he
hated and mocked us: howling and gnashing of teeth
he promised us.

Does one have to curse right away, where one does
not love? That seems bad taste to me. But thus he acted,
being unconditional. He came from the mob. And he
himself simply did not love enough: else he would not
have been so wroth that one did not love him. All great
love does not uant lovel it wants more.

Avoid all such unconditional people! llhey are a poor
sick sorf a sort of mob: they look sourly at this life,
they have the evil eye for this earth. Avoid all such
unconditional peoplel They have heavy feet and sult{f



hearts: they do not know how to dance. How should
the earth be light for them?

t7
All good things approach their goal crookedly. Like

eats, they arch their backs, they purr inwardly over their
approaching happiness: all good things laugh.

A man's stride betrays whether he has found his
own way; behold me walking! But whoever approaches
his goal dances. And verily, I have not become a statue:
I do not yet stand there, stifl stupid, stony, a column;
I love to run swiftly. And though there are swamps and
thick melancholy on earth, whoever has light feet runs
even over mud and dances as on swept ice.

Lift up your hearts, my brothers, high, higherl Ancl
do not forget your legs either. Lift up your legs too,
you good dancers; and better yet, stand on your headst

THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

This crown of him this rose-wreath
crown: I myself have put on this crown, I myself have
pronounced my laughter holy. Nobody else have I
found strong enough for this today.

Zarathustra the dancer, Zarathustra the light, waves
with his wings, ready for fight, waving at all birds,
ready and heady, h"pptly lightheaded; Zarathwtra the
soothsayer, Zarathustra the sooth-laugher, not impatient
not unconditional, one who loves leaps and side-leaps:
I myself have put on this crown!

19
Lift up your hearts, my brothers, high, higherl And

do not forget your legs either. Lift up your legs too,
you good dancers; and better yet, stand on your headst

In happiness too tlere are heavy animals; there are

r8
who laughs,
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pondrous-pedes through and through. Curiously,they
Iabor, like an elephant laboring to stand on its head.
But it is still better to be foolish from happiness than
foolish from unhappiness; better to dance ponderously
than to walk lamely. That you would leam my wisdom
from me: even the worst thing has two good reverse
sides-even the worst thing has good dancing legs; that
you would leam, you higher men, to put yourselves on
your right legsl That you would unlearn nursing melan-
choly.and all mob-sadnessl Oh, how sad even the mob's
clowns seem to me todayl But this today is the rnob's.

20

Be like the wincl nrshing out of his mountain caves:
he wishes to dance to his own pipe; the seas hemble
and leap under his feet.

What gives asses wings, what milks lionesses-
praised be this good intractable spirit that comes like
a cyclone to all today and to all the mob. What is
averse to thistle-heads and casuists' heads and to all
wilted leaves and weeds-praised be this wild, good,,
free storm spirit that dances on swamps and on melan-
choly as on meadows. What hates the mobt blether-
crocks and all the bungled gloomy brood-praised
be this spirit of all free spirits, the laughing gale that
blows dust into the eyes of all the black-sighted, sore-
blighted.

iou higher men, the worst about you is that all of
you have not learned to dance as one must dance-danc-
ing away over yourselvesl What does it matter that you
are failures? How much is still possiblel So learn to
laugh away over yourselvesl Lift up your hearts, you
good dancers, high, higherl And do not forget good
laughter. This crown of him who laughs, this rose-wreath
crown: to you, my brotherq I throw this crown. Laugh-
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ter I have pronourrced holy; you higher men,learn to
laughl

THE SONC OF MELANCHOLY

1

While Zarathustra delivered these discourses he stood
near the entrance of his cave; but with the last words
he slipped away from his guests and fled into the open
for a short while.

'O pure smells about mel" he cried out. 'O happy
silence about met But where are my animals? Come
here, come here, my eagle and my serpentl Tell me,
my animals: these higher men, all of them-Jo they
perhaps snellbad? O pure smells about met Only now
I know and feel how much I love you, my animalsl

And Zarathustra spoke once more: 'I love you, my
animals." But the eagle and the serpent pressed close to
him as he spoke these words, and looked up to him. In
this way the three of them were together silently, and
they snified and sipped the good air together. For the
air out here was better than among the higher men

'L

But Zarathustra had scarcely left his cave when the
old magician got up, looked around cunningln and said:
'IIe has gone outl And immediately, you higher men-
if I may tickle you with this laudatory, flattering name,
as he did-immediatd my wicked spirit of deception
and magic seizes me, my melancholy devil, who is
through and through an adversary of this Zarathustra-
forgive himl Now he warrts to show you his magic; he
has his hour right now; in vain do I wrestle with this
wil spirit. Of all of you, whatever honors you may
confer on yoursetves with words, whether you call your-
selves'free spirits or'tnrthfuf or bscetics of the spirit'
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or 'the unbound" or 'the great lon$ers'---of all of you
who, like me, are suffering of. tle great rurweo, for whom
the old god has died and for whom no new god lies
as yet in cradles and swaddling clothes--of all of you
my evil spirit and magic devil is fond.

"I know you, you higher men; I know him; I also
know this monster whom I love against my will, this
Zarathustra: he himself sometimes seems to me like a
beautiful mask of a saint, like a new strange masquerade
in which my evil spirit, the melancholy devil, enjoys
himself. I love Zarathustra, it often seems to me, for
the sake of my evil spirit.

'But even now he attacks me and forces me, this
spirit of melancholy, this devil of the dusk; and verily,
you higher men, he has the desir*-you may well open
your eyes widel-he has the desire to crlme naked;
whether male or female I do not know yet-but he is
coming, he is forcing me; alas, open up your sensest The
day is fading away, evening is now coming to all things,
even to the best things: hear then and see, you higher
men, what kind of devil, whether man or womarq tbis
spirit of evening melancholy ist"

Thus spoke the old magician, looked around orrn-
oirgly, and then reached for his haqp.

3
fn dim, de-lighted air
When the dew's comfort is beginning
To well down to the eartlr,
Unseen, unheard-
For tender is the footwear of
Tte comforter dew, as of all that gently comfort-
Do you remember then, remember, hot heart,
How you thirsted onoe
For heavenly tears and dr,ipping dew,
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Thirsting, scorehed and weary,
While on yellow patbs in the grass
The glances of the evening sun were
Maliciously around you tbrough black
Blinding, glowing glances of the sun,

pain?

running
trees-
mocking your

'suitor of trnrth?" they mocked me; 'you?

Nol Only poetl
An animal, cunning, preylng,
That must lie,

prowling,

That must knowingly, willingly lie:
Lusting for prey,
Colorfully masked,
A mask for itself,
Prey for itself-
?&is, the suitor of truth?
Nol Only fooll Only poetl
Onlv speakinq colorfullv,
Only screamilng colotfully out of fools'-masls,
CUirUing 

"ro,rid 
on mendacious word bridges,

Oncolorful raiirbows,
Between false heavens
And false earths,
Roaming, hovering-
QnIg foollOnly Poetl

Thfu-the suitor of truth?
Not still, stifi, smooth, ctld,
Become a statue,
A pillarof God
N6t placed before temPles,
A eoil's gate quard-
Ni'l an elnemi of all such truth statues'
More at homl in any desert than before temples,
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Full of cats' prankishness,
Leaping through every window-
Srvisht into every chance,
Sniffing for every jungle,
Eagerly, Iongingly snifing:
That in jungles
Among colorfully speckled beasts of prey
You might roam, sinfully sound and colorful, beautiful
With lusting lips,
Blissfully mocking, blissfully hellish, blissfully blooil-

thirsty-
Prepng, prowling, peering-

Or like the eagle that gazes long,
Long with ffxed eyes into abysses,
Ilis oun abvsses-
Oh, how thiy wind downward,
Lower and lower
And into ever deeper deptbs!-
Then,
Suddenly, straight as sight
In brandished ftghg
Pounce osLambs,
Abruptly down, hot-hungry,
Lusting for lambs,
Hatingall lamb souls,
Grimly hating whatever looks
Sheepish, lamb-eyed, curly-wooled,
Gray, with lambs'and sheeps' goodwill

Thus
EagleJike, panther-like,
Are the poet's longings,
Are gour longings under a thousand masks,
You fool! You poett
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You that have seen man
As god and sheep:
Tearingto piecesthe god in man
No less than the sheep in mar5
And lau ghin g while tearing-

Tftts, thts is your blisst
A panthert and eagle's blissl
A poett and fool's bhssl"

In dim, deJighted air
When the moons sickle is beginning
To creep, green between crimson
Reds, enviously-
Hating the dan
Secretly step for step
Scything at sloping rose meads
Till they sink an4 ashen,
Drown in night-

Thus I myself once sank
Out of my truth-madnesg
Out of my dayJongings,
Weary of day, sick from the light-
Sank downward" eveningward, shadowward,
Bumedbyone tnrth,
And thirsty:
Do you remember still" remember, hot hearf
How you thirsted?
That I be banisheil
Fronalltruth
Onlg fooA
Onlg poetl
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ON SCIENCE

llhus sang the magician; and all who were gathered
there went unwittingly as birds into the net of his cun-
ning and melancholy lust. Only the conscientious in
spirit was not caught: quickly he took the haqp away
from the magician and cried: 'Air! Let in good airt Let
in Zarathustral You are making this cave sultry and
poisonous, you wicked old magician. You are seducing
us, you false and subtle one, to unknown desires and
vrildernesses. And beware when zuch as you start mak-
ing speeches and fus about ttuth! Woe unto all free
spirits who do not watch out against such magiciansl
Then it is over with their freedom: you teach us and lure
us back into prisons. You old melancholy devil: out of
your lament a bird call lures us; you are like those
whose praise of chastity secretly invites to vo\tuous
detghts."

Thus spoke the conscientious man; but the old magi-
cian looked around, enjoyed his triumph, and for its sake
swallowed the annoyance caused him by the conscien-
tious man. 'Be stilll" he said in a modest voice; 'good

songs want to resound well; after good songs one should
long keep still. Thus do all these higher men. But per-
haps you have understood very little of my song? In
you there is litde of a magic spiriL"

oYou praise me by distinguishing me from yourself,'
retorted the conscientious man. "Well thenl But you
others, what do I see? You are all still sitting there with
lusting eyes: you free souls, where is your freedom gone?
You are almost like men, it seems to me, who have long
watched wicked, dancing, naked girls: your souls ari
dancing too. In you, you higher men, there must be
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more of what the ma$cian calls his evil qpirit of magic
and deception: we must be different

lAnd veriln we talked and thought together enough
before Zarathusha returned home to his cave for me to
lcnow that we are difierent. We also seek different things
up here, you and I. For I seek more security, that is why
f came to Zarathustra. For he is the ftrmest tower and
will today, when everything is tottering and all the earttr
is quaking. But you-when I see the eyes you make, it
almost seems to me that you are seeking more inseca-
atgr: more thrills, more danger, more earthguakes. You
desire, I should almost presume-forgive my presump
tion, you higher men-you desire the most wicked, most
dangerous life of which I am most afraid: the life of
wild animals, woods, caves, steep mountains, and laby-
rinthian gorges. And it is not the leaders ouf of danger
who appeal to you most, but those who induce you to
leave all ways, the seducers. But even if such desire in
you is real, it still seems impossible to me.'For fear is the original and basic feeling of man;
from'fear everything is explicable, original sin and orig-
inal virtue. From fear my own virture too has grown,
and it is called: science. For the fear of wild animals,
that was bred in man longest of all-including the ani-
mal he harbors inside himself and fears: Zarathustra
calls it'the inner beast.' Such long old fear, ffnally re-
ffned, qpiritualized, spiritual-today, it seems to me, this
is called science."

Thus spoke the conscientious man; but Zarathustra,
who was just coming back into his cave and had heard
and guessed this last speech, ttuew a handful of roses
at the conscientious man and laughed at his 'truths."
'WhatP he cried. "What did I hear iust now? Veriln it
seems to me that you are a fool, or that I am one my-
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self; and your truth'I simply reverse. For fear-that
ls our exception. But courage and adventure and pleas-
ure in the uncertain, in the undared-cotrage seems to
me man's whole prehistory. He envied the wildest, most
courageous animals and robbed all their virtues: only
thus did he become man. ?/rrs courage, ffnally refined,
spiritualized, spiritual, this human courage with eagles'
wings and serpents'wisdom-thof, it seems to me, is to-
day called-'

*Tnrathustra!" all who were sifting together cried as
with one mouth, and they raised a great laughter that
rose above them like a heavy cloud. The magician too
Iaughed and said cleverlyr "Well then, he is gone, my
evil spirit. And have I myself not warned you of him
when I said that he was a deceiver, a spirit of lies and
deceptions? Especially when he appeani naked. But am
I responsible for his wiles? Did f create him and the
world? Well then, let us make up again and make merryt
And although Zarathustra looks angry-look at him, he
bears me a grudge-before night falls he will learn again
to love me and laud me; he cannot live long without
committing such follies. He loves his enemies; this art
he understands best of all whom I have ever seen. But
he takes revenge for this on his friends."

I'hus spoke the old magician, and the higher men
applauded him; so Zarathustra walked around and shook
his friends' hands with malice and love-like one u'ho
has to make up for something and apologize. But when
he reached the door of his cave, behold, he again felt
a desire for the good air outside and for his animals-
and he wanted to slip out.
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AMONC DAUCI{TERS OF TIIE WILDENNESS

t
'Do not go awayl" said the wanderer who called

himself Zarathustra's shadow. "Stay with us. Else our
old musty depression might seize us again. Even now
that old magician has given us a sample of his worst;
and behold, that good pious pope there has tears in his
eyes and has aqain embarked on the sea of melancholv.eyes and has again on the sea of melancholy.
These kings may still put up a bold front, for of all of
us here today they have learned this best. But if they
had no witness, I wager that for them too the evil rou-
tine would resume-the evil routine of drifting clouds,
of moist melancholy, of overcast skies, of stolen suns, of
howling autumn winds-the evil rouHne of our own
howling and cries of distress. Stay with us, O Zarathus-
trat There is much hidden misery here that desires to
speak, much evening, much cloud, much musty air. You
have nourished us with strong virile food and forceful
rnaxims: do not let the feeble feminine spirits seize us
again after dinner! You alone make the air around you
shong and clear. Have I ever found such good air an5
where on earth as here in your cave? Many countries
have I seen; my nose has learned to test and estimate
many kinds of air: but in your cave my nostrils are
tasting tleir greatest pleasure.

"Unless it were-unless it were-oh, for$ve an old
reminiscence! Forgive me an old afterdinner song that
I once composed among daughters of the wilderness:
for near them the air was equally good, bright, and
oriental; never was I farther away from cloudn moist,
melancholy old Europe. In those ilays I loved such
Oriental girls and other blue skies over which no clouds
and thoughts hang. You would not believe how nicely
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they sat there when they were not dancing, deep but
without thoughts, Iike little secrets, like beribboned rid-
dles, like afterdinner nuts--<olorful and strange, to be
sure, but without clouds; riddles that let tl'remselves be
guessed: for such girls I then thought out an after-
dinner psalm.-

Thus spoke the wanderer and shadow; and before
anyone answered him he had already seized the barp
of the old magician, crossed his legs, and looked around,
composed and wise. But with his noshils he drew in
the air slowly and questioningly, as one tastes the new
foreign_air_in-a new country. Then he began to sing
with a kind of roar.

2

Wildemess grous: uoe unto him thot harbors ullilBr-
twsses!

Hahl Solemnl
Indeed solemnl
Aworthy beginning.
African solemnity.
Worthy of a lion
Or of amoral howling monkey-
But nothing for you,
My most charming friends
At whose feet I,
As the ffrst
European under palm trees,
Am allowed to sit. Selah.

Wonderful surelyl
There I sit noq
Near the wildemess and already
So far from the wilderness again,
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And in no wey wild or wanton-
Merely swallowed
By this smallest oasis:
It iust opened, yawning,
Its lovely orifice,
The most fragrant of all little mouths-
And I fell in
And down and through-among you,
My most charming friends. Selah.

Hail, hail to that whale
If he let his guest be that
Well ofil You do understand,
My scholarly allusion?
Hail to his belly
ff it was as
Lovely an oasis belly
As this-which, however, I should certainly
After all, I come from Europe
Which is more doubt-addicted than all
Elderly married women.
May God improve itt
Amen.

There I sit now,
In this smallest oasis,
Just like a date,
Brown, sweet,tlrough, oozing gold, lusting
For the round mouth of a girl,
But even more for girlish,
Ice-cold, snow-white, cutting
Incisors: for after these
Pants the heart of all hot dates. Selah.

Similar, all-too-similar

doub't;
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To the aforementioned fruit,
I lie here, sniffed at
And played about
By little winged bugs-
Also by still smaller,
More foolish, more sinful
lVishes and notions-
Enveloped by you,
Silent and foreboding
Girl-cats,
Dudu and Suleika-
EnEthinsed, to crowd many
Feelings into one word
(May God forgive me
This linguistic sin!)-
I sit here, snifing the best air,
Verill', paradise air,
Bright, light air, golden-striped,
As good air as ever
Fell down from the moon-
Whether by chance
Or did it happen from prankishness?
As the old poets relate
I, being a doubter, however, should
Doubt it; after all, I come
From Europe
Which is more doubt-addicted than all
Elderly married rilomen.
May God improve itl
Amen.

Drinking this most beautiful air,
My nostrils distended like cups'
Without future, without reminiscences,
Thus I sit here, O
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My most charming friends,
And am watching the palm tree
As, like a dancer, she curves
And swerves and sways above her hip*
One does it too, if one watches long.
Like a dancer who, as it would seem to me,
Has stood too long, dangerously long
Always, always only on one little leg.
She has forgotten, it would seem to me,
The other leg.
In vain, at least,
I looked for the missed
Twin jewel-
Namely, the other leg-
In the holy proximity
Of her most lovely, most delicate
Flimsy little fan-, flutter-, and tinsel-skirt.
Yes, if you would, my beautiful friends,
Believe me wholly:
She has lost itl
It is gonet
Forever gonel
The other legt
What a,shame about that lovely other legl'Where 

may it be staying and mourning, forsaken?
The lonely leg?
Perhaps afraid of a
Grim, blond, curly
J-ion monster? Or even now
Gnawed away, nibbled away-
Misery, alaslalasl Nibbled awayt Selah.

Oh do not weep,
Soft heartst
Do not weep, you
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Date hearts! Milk bosomsl
You little licorice
Ileart-sacsl
Weep no more,
Pale Dudul
Be a man, Suleikal Couraget Couragel
Or should
Something invigorating, heart-invigorating
Be appropriate here?
An unctuous maxim?
A solemn exhortation?

Haht Come up, dignityt
Virtuous dignity! European dignityl
Blow, blow again,
Bellows of virtuel
Hah!
Once more roar,
Roar morallyl
As a moral lion
Roar before the daughters of the wildemessl
For virtuous howling,
My most charming girls,
Is more than anything else
Eurypgan fervor, European ravenous hunger.
And there I stand even now
As a European;
I cannot do else; God help mel
Amen.

WMemess grous: uoe unto hln thd harbors uildpr-
twsses!
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TIIE AWAI(ENING

I

After the song of the wanderer and shadow, the cave
all at once became full of noise and laughter; and since
all of the assembled guests talked at the same time and
even the ass, thus encouraged, would no longer remain
silent, Zarathustra was overcome by a slight aversion
and by scorn for his compann although he enjoyed their
gaiety. For this seemed to him a sign of convalescence.
So he slipped out into the open and talked to his
animals.

'Where is their distress nowP' he said, and imme-
diately he felt relief from his own little annoyance. *Up

here with me, it seems, they have unlearned crying in
distress. Although unfortunately not yet crying in gen-
eral.'And Zarathustra covered up his ears, for just then
the Yeah-Yuh of the ass was strangely blended with the
jubilating noise of these higher men.*They are merry,'he began again, 'and, who knows?
perhaps at their host's expense. And if they learned to

. laugh from me, it still is not my laughter that they have
learned. But what does it matter? They are old people,
convalescing in their own way, laughing in their own
way; my ears have sufiered worse things without be-
coming grumpy. This day represents a triumph: he is
even now retreating, he is feeing, the spirit of graoity,
my old archenemy. How happily this day wants to end
after beginning so badly and gravely. And it uants to
end. Even now evening is approachingr he is riding over
the sea, this good rider. How the blessed one, retuming
home, sways in his crimson saddle! The sky looks clear,
the world lies deep: O all you strange visitors, living
witb me is well worth whilel"



THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA: FOURTH PART 423
Thus spoke Zarathustra. And again the clamor and

laughter of the higher men came to him from the cave,
so he began again: 'They are biting, my bait is work-
ing: from them too their enemy retreats, the spirit of
gravity. Even now they have learned to laugh at them-
selves: do I hear right? My virile nourishment, the savor
and strength of my words, are taking effect; and veriln
I did not feed them bloating vegetables, but warriors'
nourishment, conquerors' nourishment: I wakened nent
desires. New hopes throb in their arms and legs; their
hearts stretch out. They are ffnding new words, soon
their spirit will breathe prankishness. Such nourishment,
to be sure, may not be suitable for children or for
nostalgic old and young little females. Their entrails are
persuaded in a different way; I am not their physician
and teacher.

oNausea is retreating from these higher men. Well
then! That is my triumph. In my realm they feel safe,
all stupid shame runs away, they unburden themselves.
They unburden their heads, good hours come back to
them, they celebrate and chew the cud: they become
grateful. Thrs I take to be the best sign: they become
grateful. Not much longer, and they will think up
festivals and put up monuments to their old friends.
They are convalescing!" Thus spoke Zarathustra gaily
to his heart, and he looked out; but his animals pressed
close to him and respected his happiness and his
silence.

2

Suddenly, however, Zarathustra's ears were startled;
for the cave which had so far been full of noise and
laughter suddenly became deathly still, while his nose
perceived a pleasant smoke and incense, as of burning
pine cones. "What is going on? What are they doing?"
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he asked himself, and he stole to the entrance to'watch
his guests, unnoticed. Bu! wonder upon wonderl What
did he have to see with his own eves?

'They have all become pious again, they are praying,
they are mad!" he said, and he was amazed beyond
measure. And indeed, all these higher men, the two
kings, the retired pope, the wicked magician, the volun-
tary beggar, the wanderer and shadow, the old sooth-
sayer, the conscientious in spirit, and the ugliest man-
they were all kneeling like children and devout little
old women and adoring the ass. And just then the ugliest
man began to gurgle and snort as if something inex-
pressible wanted to get out of him; but when he really
found words, behold, it was a pious, strange litany to
glorify the adored and censed ass. And this litany went
thus:

Amen! And praise and honor and wisdom and thanks
and glory and strength be to our god, from everlasting
to everlasting!

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
He carries our burden, he took upon himself the

form of a seryant, he is patient of heart and never says
No; and whoever loves his God, chastises him.

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
He does not speak, except he always says Yca to the

world he created: thus he praises his world. It is his
cleverness that does not speak: thus he is rarely found
to be wrong.

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
Plain-looking, he walks through the world. Gray is

the bodv color in which he shrouds his virtue. If he has
spirit, he hides it; but everybody believes in his long
ean|.

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
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What hidden wisdom it is that he has long ears and

only says Yea and never Nol Has he not created the
world in his own image, namely, as stupid as possible?

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
You walk on straight and crooked paths; it matte$

litde to you what seems straight or crooked to us men.
Beyond good and evil is your kingdom. It is your inno-
cence not to know what innocence is.

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
Behold how you push none away from you, not the

beggars nor the kings. Little children you let come unto
you, and when sinners entice you, you simply say Yea-
Yutu

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.
You love she-asses and fresh ffgs; you do not despise

food. A thisds 6.ld.s yorrr heart if you happen to be
hungry. In this lies the wisdom of a god.

But the ass brayed: Yea-Yuh.

THE ASS FESTIVAL

I

At this point of the litany Zarathustra could no longer
control himself and himself shouted Yea-Yuh, even
louder than the ass, and he jumped right into the middle
of his guests, who had gone mad. "But what are you
doing there, children of men?" he cried as he pulled the
prayrng men up from the foor. "AIas, if someone other
ihan Zarathustra had watched youl Everyone would

iudge that with your new faith you were _the worst
blasphemers or the most foolish of all little old women.

'And you too, old pope, how do you reconcile this
with yourself tbat you adore an ass in this way as a
godf- 'O Zarathustra,- replied the pope, 'forgive me, but
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in what pertains to God I am even more enlightened
than you. And that is proper. Better to adore God in
this form than in no form at alll Think about this maxim,
my noble friend: you will quickly see that there is
wisdom in such a maxim.

"He who said, 'God is a spirit' took the biggest step
and leap to disbelief that anybody has yet taken on
earth: such a sayirrg can hardly be redressed on earth.
My old heart leaps and jumps that there is still some-
thing on earth to adore. For$ve, O Zarathustra, an old
pious pope's heartl"

'And you,' Zarathustra said to the wanderer and
shadow, *you call and consider yourself a free spirit?
And you go in for such idolatry and popery? You are
behaving even more wickedly, verily, tlnn with your
wicked brown girls, you wicked new believer."

"Wickedly enough," replied the wanderer and
shadow; *you are right: but is it my fault? The old god
lives again, Zarathustra, you may say what you will. It
is all the fault of the ugliest man: he has awakened him
again. And when he says that he once killed him-in
the case of gods d,eath is always a mere prejudice."

'And you," said Zarathustra, *you wicked old magi-
cian, what have you done? Who should henceforth be-
lieve in you in this free age, if gou believe in such theo.
asininities? It was a stupidity that you committed; how
could you, you clever one, commit such a stupidity?"

"O Zarathustra," replied the clever magician, "you are
right, it was a stupidity; and it was hard enough for rue
too."

'And you of all ftople,' said Zarathustra to the con-
scientious in spiril 'consider with a ffnger alongside
your nose: doesn't anything here go against your con-
seience? Is your spirit not too clean for such praying
and the haze of these canters?"
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*There is something in this," replied the conscientious

man, placing a ffnger alongside his nose; "there is some-
thing in this spectacle that even pleases my conscience.
Perhaps I may not believe in God; but it is certain
that God seems relatively most credible to me in this
form. God is supposed to be eternal, according to the
witneSs of the most pious: whoever has tbat much time,
takes his time. As slowly and as stupidly as possible:
in tftts way, one like that can still get very far.

-And whoever has too much spirit might well grow
foolishly fond of stupidity and folly itself. Think about
yourself, O Zarathustrat You yourself-veriln over-
abundance and wisdom couid easily turn you too into
an ass. Is not the perfect sage fond of walking on the
most crooked ways? The evidence shows this, O 7.an-
thustra-and yort are the evidence."'And you yourself; ffnally," said Zarathusba, turn
ing to the ugliest man, who still lay on the ground, and
raising his arm toward the ass (for he was offering him
wine to drink). 'Speak, you inexpressible one, what
have you done? You seem changed to me, your eyes are
glowing, the cloak of the sublime lies over your ugli-
ness: wltat have you done? Is it true what they say, that
you have wakened him again? And why? Had he not
been killed and ffnished for a reason? You yourself seem
awakened to me: what have you done? Why did you
revert? Why did you convert yourself? Speak, you in-
expressible onel"'O Zarathustra," replied the ugliest man, 'you are a
roguel Whether that one still lives or lives again or is
thoroughly dead-which of the two of us knows that
best? I ask you. But one thing I do know; it was from
you yourself that I learned it once, O Zarathustra: who-
ever would kill most thoroughly, laughs.''Not by wrath does one kill, but by laughter'-thus
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you once spoke. O Zarathustra, you hidden one, you
annihilator without wrath, you dangero* r"itl-you
are a roguet'

2

But tben it happened that Zarathustra, amazed at all
these roguish answers, jumped back toward the door of
his cave an4 turning against all his guests, cried out
with a strong voice:

'O you roguish fools, all of you, you jesterst Why do
you dissemble and hide before me? How all your hearts
wriggled with pleasure and malice that at last you had
become again as little children, that is, pious; that at
last you did again what children do, namely, prayed,
folded your hands, and said, 'Dear Godl' But now leave
tlris nursery my own cave, where all childishness is at
home todayt Cool your hot children's prankishness and
the noise of your hearts out therel

'To be sure: excE)t ye become as little children, ye
shall not enter into that kingdom of heaven. (And Zara-
thustra pointed upward with his hands.) But we have
no wish whatever to enter into the kingdom of heaven:
we have become men-ro ue oant the earth."

3
And yet once more Zarathustra began to speak. 'iO

my new friends," he said, "you strange higher men, horv
well I like you now since you have become gay again.
Verily, you have all blossomed; it seems to me such
flowers as you are require new festioals, a little brave
nonsense, some divine service and ass festival, some old
gay fool of a Zarathustra, a roaring wind that blows your
souls bright.

"Do not forget this night and this ass festival, you
higher men. Thris you invented when you were with me
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and I take that for a good sign: such things are in-
vented only by convalescents.

'And when you celebrate it again, this ass festival,
do it for your own sakes, and also do it for my sake. And
in remembrance of. me.-

Ihus spoke Zarathustra.

TIIE DNUNTEN SONG

I

Meanwhile one after the other had stepped out
into the open and into the cool reflective night; but
Zarathustra himself led the ugliest man by the hand to
show him his night-world and the big round moori and
the silvery waterfalls near his cave. There they stood to-
gether at last in silenee, old people all of them, but with
cornforted brave hearts and secretly amazed at feeling
so well on this eartlr; but the secreey of tlre night came
closer and closer to their hearts. And again Zarathustra
thought to himself: 'lHow well I like them now, these
hrgher menl" But he did not say it out loud, for he
respected their happiness and their silence.

But then that happened which, on that whole long
amazing day, was the most amazing thing of all: the
ugliest man began once more and for the last time to
gurgle and snort, and when he found words, behold, a
question jumped out of his mouth, round and clean, a
good, deep, clear question, which moved the hearts of
all who were listening to him.

"My friends, all of you," said the ugliest man, "what
do you think? For the sake of this day, I am for the
ffrst time satisffed that I have lived mv whole life. And
that I attest so much is still not 

"no,rgh 
for me. Living

on earth is worth while: one day, one festival with
Zarathustra, taught me to love the earth.
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''Was that lrte?' I want to say to death. "\Mell thenl

Once moret'
"My friends, what do you think? Do you not want to

say to death as I do: Was that \te? For Zarathustrat
sakel Well thent Once morelo
- Thus spoke the ugliest man; but it was not long be-
fore midnight. And what do you suppose happened
then? As soon as the higher men had heard his guestion
they all at once became conscious of how they had
changed and convalesced and to whom they owed this:
then they jumped toward Zarathustra to thank, revere,
earess him, and kiss his hands, each according to his
own manner; and some were laughing and some were
cryrng. But the old soothsayer was dancing with ioy; and
even if, as some of the chroniclers think, he was full of
sweet wine, he was certainly still fuller of the sweetness
of life and he had renounced all weariness. There are
even some who relate that the ass danced too, and that
it had not been for nothing that the ugliest man had
given him wine to drink before. Now it may have been
so or otherwise; and if the ass really did not dance that
night, yet greater and stranger wonders occurred than
the dancing of an ass would have been. In short, as the
proverb of Zarathustra says: '"\iVhat does it matterP

2

But when this happened to the ugliest rnan, T.ata-
thustra stood there like a drunkard: his eyes grew dim,
his tongue failed, his feet stumbled. And who could
guess what thoughts were then running over Zara-
thustra's soul? But his spirit fed visibly and few ahead
and was in remote distances and, as it were, "on a high
ridge," as it is written, "between two seas, wandering
like a heavy cloud between past and future." But as
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the higher men held him in their arms, he gradually
recovered his senses to some extent and with his hands
warded off the throng of the revering and worried; yet
he did not speak. All at once, however, he turned his
head quickly, for he seemed to be hearing something.
Then he put one ffnger to his mouth and said, "Come!"

And presently it became quiet and secret around; but
from the depth the sound of a bell came up slowly.
Zarathustra and the higher men listened for it; but then
he put one finger to his mouth another time and said
again, "Come! Come! Mid,nigh,t approaches.? And his
voice had changed. But still he did not stir from his
place. Then it grew still more quiet and secret, and
everything listened, even the ass and Zarathustra's ani-
mals of honor, the eagle and the serpent, as well as
Zarathustra's cave and the big cool moon and the night
itself. But Zarathustra. put his hand to his mouth, for
the third time and said, ̂ Come! Come! Let us uander
rnu! The hour has come: Iet us uander into th.e night!'

3
You higher men, midnight approaches: I want to

whisper something to you as that old bell whispers it
into my ears-as secretly, as terribly, as cordially as that
midnight bell, which has experienced more than any
man, says it to me. It has counted the beats even of
your fathers' hearts and smarts. Alast Alas! How it
sighs! How it laughs in a dreaml Old deep, deep mid-
night!

Still! Still! Here things are heard that by day may not
become loud; but now in the cool air, when all the
noise of your hearts too has become still-now it speaks,
now it is heard, now it steals into nocturnal, overawake
souls. Alas! Alast How it sighsl How it laughs in a dreamt
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Do you not hear how it speals secretly, terribly, cor-
dially to gou-the old deep, deep midnight?

O rnan,take care!

4
Woe unto me! Where is time goneP Have I not sunk

into deep wells? The world sleeps. Alasl Alasl The dog
howls, the moon shines. Sooner would I die, die rather
than tell you what my midnight heart &inks now.

Now I have died. It is gone. Spider, what do you spin
around me? Do you want blood? Alas! Alasl The dew
falls, the hour approaches-the hour when I shiver and
freeze, which asks and asks and asks, 'Who has heart
enough for it? Who shall be the lord of the earth? Who
will say: thus shall you run, you big and litde riverslo
The hour approaches: O man, you higher man, take
care! This speech is for delicate eani, for yorr ears:
Wha daes the dpep mid.night dcclare?

5
I am carried away, my soul dances. Days workt Dayb

work! Who shall be the lord of the earth?
The moon is cool; the wind is silent. Alasl Alast Have

you fown high enough yet? You have dancrd: but a leg
b no wing. You good dancers, now all pleasure is goner
wine has become lees, every cup has become brittle,
the tombs stammer. You did not fly high enough: now
the tombs stammer, *Redeem the deadl Why does the
night last so long? Does not the moon make us
drunken?"

You higher men, redeem the tombs, awaken tlre
coqpsest Alas, why does the worm still burrow? The
bour approaches, approaches; the bell hums, the heart
still rattles, the deathwatch, the heart-worm still bur-
rows Alast Alasl The uorW is deep,
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6
Sweet lyrel Sweet lpet I love your sound, your

drunken ranunculus' eroaking. From how long ago, from
how far away your sound comes to me, from the distant
ponds of love! You old bell, you sweet lyre! Every pain
has torn into your heart, father-pain, fathers' pain, fore-
fathers' pain; your speech grew ripe-ripe as golden
autumn and afternoon, as my hermit's head; now you
say: the world itself has grown ripe, the grape is turn-
ing brown, now it would die, die of happiness. You
higher men, do you not smell it? A smell is secretly
welling up, a fragrance and smell of eternity, a rose-
blessed, brorm gold-wine fragranee of old happiness, of
tbe drunl<en happiness of dlng at midnight, that
sings: the world is deep, deeper than d,ay hail been
au(ne.

Leave me! Leave met f I* aoo pure for you. Do not
touch met Did not my world become perfect just now?
My skin is too pure for your hands. kave me, you stupid,
boorish, dumb dayl Is not the midnight brighter? The
purest shall be the lords of the eartlr-the most un-
known, the stronges! the midnight souls who are
brighter and deeper than any day.

O day, you grope for me? You seek my happiness? I
seem rich to you, lonely, a treasure pit, a gold-chamber?
O world, you want me? Am I worldly to you? Am I
spiritual to you? Am I godlike to you? But day and
world, you are too ponderous; have cleverer hands, reach
for deeper happiness, for deeper unhappiness, reach for
any god, do not reach for me: my unhappiness, my
happiness is deep, you strange day, but I am yet no god,
no god's helL ilcep is its uos.
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8
God's woe is deeper, you strange world! Reach for

God's woe, not for me! What am I? a drunken sweet
lp*a midnight lyre, an ominous bell-frog that nobody
understands but that must speak, before the deaf, you
higher men. For you do not understand me!

Gone! Gone! O youth! O noon! O afternoon! Now
evening has come and night and midnight-the dog
howls, the rvind: is not the wind a dog? It whines, it
yelps, it howls. Alasl Alasl How the midnight sighst
How it laughs, how it rattles and wheezesl

How she speaks soberly now, this drunken poetessl
Perhaps she overdrank her drunkenness? She became
overawake? She ruminates? Her woe she ruminates in
a dream, the old deep midnight, and even more her ioy.
For joy, even if woe is deep, iog is deeper get than
agong.

I
You vinel Why do you praise me? Did I not cut you?

f am cruel, you bleed; what does your praise of my
drunken crueltv mean?

"What has become perfect, all that is ripe-wants to
die"-thus you speak. Blessed, blessed be the vintager's
knifel But all that is unripe wants to live: woe!

Woe entreats: Got Away, woet But all that suffers
wants to live, that it may become ripe and joyous and
longing-longing for what is farther, higher, brighter.
'I want heirs"-thus speaks all that sufiers; 'I rvant
children, I do not want myself ."

Joy, however, does not want heirs, or childrer-joy
wants itself, wants eternity, wants recurrence, wants
everything etemally the same.

Woe says, "Break, bleed, heartl Wander, legl Wing,
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fy! Get on! Upl Painl" Well then, old heartz Woe hn-
plores,'Go!"

1('

You higher men, what do you think? Am I a
soothsayer? A dreamer? A drunkard? An interpreter of
dreams? A midnight bell? A drop of dew? A haze and
fragrance of etemity? Do you not hear it? Do you not
smell it? Iust now my world became perfect; midnight
too is noon; pain too is a joy; curses too are a blessing;
night too is a sun-go away or you will learnr a sage
too is a fool.

Have you ever said Yes to a single joy? O my friends,
then you said Yes too to alJ woe. All things are en-
tangled, ensnared, enamored; if ever you wanted one
thing twice, if ever you said, 'Tou please me, happiness!
Abide, momentl" then you wanted all back. All anew,
all eternally, all entangled, ensnared, enamored-oh,
then you Looed, the world. Eternal ones, love it eternally
and evermore; and to woe too, you say: go, but return!
F or all ioy uants<ternity.

1 1

All joy wants the eternity of all things, wants honey,
wants lees, wants drunken midnight, lvants tombs, wants
tomb-tears' comfort, wants gilded evening glow.

WInt does joy not r,r'ant? It is thirstier, rnore cordial,
hungrier, more terrible, more secret than all woe; it
wants itself, it bites inta itself , the ring's will strives in
it; it wants love, it wants hatred, it is overrich, gives,
throrvs away, begs that one might take it, thanls the
taker, it would like to be hated; so rich is joy that it
thirsts for woe, for hell, for hatred, for disgrace, for
the cripple, f.or uorld-this world, oh, you kriow itt

You higher men, for you it longs, joy, the intractable
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blessed one-for your woe, you failures. All eternal joy
longs for failures. For all joy wants itself, hence it also
wanls agony. O happiness, O painl Oh, break, heartl
You higher men, do learn this, joy wants etemity. Joy
wants the eternity of all things, wants d,eep, watl/os deep
eternfiy,

L2

Have you now learned my song? Have you guessed its
intent? WelI then, you higher men, sing me now my
round. Now you yourselves sing me the song whose
name is 'Once More" and whose meaning is 'tnto all
etemity"-sing, you higher mer\ Zarathustra's roundl

O man, take carel
What does the deep midnight declare?
-I was asleeP-
From e deep dream I woke and swean
The world is deep,
Deeper than day had been awar€.
Deep is its woe;
Joy--deeper yet than agony:
Woe implores: Go!
But all ioy wants eternity-
Wanb deep, wants deep eternity."

THE SIGN

In the morning after this night, Zarathustra iumped
up from his resting place, girded his loins, and came
out of his cave glowing and strong as a moming sun
that comes out of dark rnountains.

"Ybu great star,- he said as he had said once before,
'you deep eye of happiness, what would your happiness
be bad you not those for whom you shine? And if thuy
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stayed in their chambers even after you had awakened
and come and given and distributed, how angry would
your proud shame bel

'lMell then, they still sleep, these higher men, while
f am awake: these are not my proper companions. It is
not for them tlrat I wait here in my mountains. I want
to go to my work, to my day: but they do not under-
stand the signs of my morning; my stride is for them
no summons to awaken. They still sleep in my cave,
their dream still drinks of my drunken songs. The ear
that listens for me, the heedful ear is lacking in their
Iimbs.l

Thus had. Zarathustra spoken to his heart when the
sun rose; then he looked guestioning into the height, for
he heard the shaqp cry of his eagle above him. "Well
thent" he cried back; "thus it pleases and suits me. ItIy
animals are awake, for I am awake. My eagle is awake
and honors the sun as I do. With eagle talons he grasps
for &e new light. You are the right animals for me; I
love you. But I still lack the right men."

Thus spoke Zarathustra. But then it happened that
he suddenly heard himself surrounded as by innumerable
swarming and fluttering birds: but the whirring of so
many wings and the thronging about his head were so
great that he closed his eyes. And verily, like a cloud it
came over him, Iike a cloud of arrows that empties it-
self over a new enemy. But behold, here it was a cloud
of love, and over a new friend.

'What is happening to me?" thought Zarathustra in
his suqprised heart, and slowly he sat down on the big
stone that lay near the exit of his cave. But as he reached
out with his hands around and over and under himself,
warding off the afiectionate birds, behold, something
stranger yet happened to him: for unwittingly he
reached into a thick warrn mane; and at the same time
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he heard a roar in front of him-a soft, long lion roar.

'The sign is at hand,," said Zarathustra, and a change
came over his heart. And indeed, as it became light
before him, a mighty yellow animal lay at his feet and
pressed its head against his knees and out of love did
not want to let go of him, and acted like a dog that
finds its old master again. But the doves were no less
eager in their love than the lion; and whenever a dove
slipped over the lion's nose, the lion shook its head and
was amazed and laughed.

About all this Zarathustra spoke but a single sentence:
'My children are near, my children." Then he became
entirely silent. But his heart was loosed, and tears
dropped from his eyes and fell on his hands. And he no
longer heeded anything and sat there motionless, with-
out warding ofi the animals any more. Then the doves
few about and sat on his shoulders and caressed his
white hair and did not weary of tenderness and ;ubi-
lation. But the strong lion kept licking up the tears that
fell on Zarathustra's hands and roared and growled
bashfully. Thus acted these animals.

All this lasted a long time, or a short time: for properly
speaking, there is ao time on earth for such things. But
meanwhile the higher men in Zarathustra's cave had
awakened and aningecl themselves in a procession to
meet Zarathustra and bid him good morning; for they
had found when they awakened that he was no longer
among them. But when they reached the door of the
cave and the sound of their steps ran ahead of them, the
lion started violently, turned away frorn Zarathustra
suddenly, and iumped toward the cave, roaring savagely.
But when the higher men heard it roar, they all cried
out as with a single mouth, and they fled back and
disappeared in a flash.
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Zarathustra himself, however, dazed and strange, rose

from his seat, looked around, stood there amazed, ques-
tioned his heart, reflected, and was alone. 'What did
I hear?" he ffnally said slowly; 'what happened to me

iust nowfl' And presently memory came to him and
with a single glance he grasped everything that had
happened between yesterday and today. 'Here is the
stone," he said, stroking his beard, 'where I sat yester-
day morning; and here the soothsayer came to me, and
here I ffrst heard the cry which I heard just now, the
great cry of distress.

'O you higher men, it was Vour distress that this old
soothsayer prophesied to me yesterday morning; to your
distress he rvanted to seduce and tempt me. O Zara-
thustra, he said to me, I come to seduce you to your
ffnal sin.

'"To my ffnal sin?" shouted Zarathustra, and he
laughed angrily at his own words; "uhat was it that rvas
saved up for me as my final sin?"

And once more Zarathustra became absorbed in him-
self, and he sat down again on the big stone and re-
fected. Suddenly he jumped up. '?ity! Pity for the
higher mant' he cried out, and his'face changed to
bronze. "Well then, tlnt has had its timet My suffering
and my pity for sufiering-what does it matter? Am I
concerned with happinessP I am concerned with my
uork,

*Well thenl The lion came, my children are near,
Zarathustra has ripened, my hour has come: this is ny
morning, my day is breaking: dse nou), rise, thou gred
noon!"

Thus spoke Zarathustra, and he left his cave, glowing
and strong as a morning sun that comes out of dark
mountains.
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Norr (1884)1

of rulers and of the ruling
classes has

The degeneration of rulers and of the ruling
has made for the greatest mischief in historyuIaJsEJ ll4J lrl4ug rvr Lllg 

Srg4fEDl 
llllJvrlls^ tlr rurlvr/.

Without the Roman Caesars and Roman society, the
insanity of Christianity would never have come to rule.

When the lesser men begin to doubt whether there
are higher men, then the danger is great. . . . When
Nero and Caracalla sat up there, the paradox originated
that "the lowest man is worth more than that man uP
there.' And an image of God was spread which was as
far removed as possible from the image of the most
powerful-the god on the cross. . . .

Lrrrnns

TO OVERBECK

Sils Maria, September r,4, :.884

. . . This is the mistake which I seem to make eternally,
that I imagine the sufierings of others as far greater
than they really are. Ever since my childhood, the prop-

osition 
'tny greatest dangers lie in pity'' has been con-

ffrmed again and again. . . .

Mzza, December zz, :.884

. . . I am having translated into German for me (in

writing) a lon$sh essay by Emerson, which gives some

claritl about his development. If you want jt, it is at

vo,r, iirnot"l and your *ife's. I do not know how much
i would give if only I could bring it about, er post fasto,

'Published as section 874 of. The Will to Powet by N1etz-
sche's executors.
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that such a glorious, great nature, rich in soul and
spirit, might have gone through some strict discipline,
a really scientific eilucotion, As it is, in Emerson we
havelosl ophilosophen ., .

TO HIS SISTER

Nizza, March r88S

. . . It seems to me that a human being with the very
best of intentions can do immeasurable harm, if he is
immodest enough to wish to proftt those whose spirit
and will are concealed from him. . . .

TO OVERBECK

Sils Maria, July z, 1885
. . . I hbld up before myself the images of Dante and
Spinoza, who were better at accepting the lot of soli-
tude. Of course, their way of thinking, compared to
mine, was one which made solitude bearable; and in
the end, for all those who somehow still had a '.Godo

for company, what f experience as "solitude" rea\ did
not yet exist. My life now consists in the wish that it
might be otherwise with all things than I comprehend,
and that somebody might make mg 'truths" app€ar
incredible to me. , ,

Norss

Rule? Press my t)?e on others? Dreadful. fs not.my
happiness precisely the sight of many who are difretvw?
Problem. (xrv, rz6)

?r!t
The will to a system: in a philosopher, morally speak-

ing, a subtle corruption, a disease of the character;

ul
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amorally spe€king, his will to pose as more stupid than
he is-more stupid, that rneans: stronger, simpler, more
commanding less educated, more masterful, more tyran
nical. (xv, 3r3)

t*€

Being nationalistic in the sense in which it is now
demanded by public opinion would, it seems to me, be
for us who are more spiritual not mere insipidity but
dishonesty, a deliberate deadening of our better will and
corutqelrce. (xrv,332)

Fnor* A DnAm FoR a Pnnrecr

Fall of 1885

TIIE WILL TO POWEN

A book for thinking, nothing else: it belongs to those
to whom thinking is a delight, nothing else. That it is
written in German is unUmely, to say the least: I wish I
had written it in French so that it might not appear
to be a conffrmation of the aspirations of the German
Reich. \\e Germans of today are not thinkers any
more: something else delights and impresses them.
The will to power as a principle might be intelligible to
them. Among Germans today the least thinking is done.
But who knows? In two generations one will no longer
require tbe sacriffce involved in any nationalistic squan-
dering of power, and in hebetation. (Formerly, I wished
I had not writtenmy Zarathustroin German.)



BEYOND GOOD AND EVIL

Fn0m
Beyond Good anrl Evil

Euton's NotE

First published in 1886, aphoristic in appearence, this book
is more continuous than it seems at ffrst glancs.

lszl
In the Jewish 

'OId Testament," the boolc of divine
iustice, there are men, things, and speeches in so grand
a style that Greek and Indian literature have nothing
to compare vdth it. One stands in awe and reverencc
before these tremendous remnants of what man onqe
was, and sad thoughts come to one about ancient Asia
and its jutting peninsula, Europe, which wants so deft-
nitely to signify, as against fuia, the'progess of man."
Of course, those who are merely wretched tame domestie
animals and lcnow only the wants of domestic animals
(like our cultivated people of today, including the
ChrisHans of 'cultivated Christianity) need neither be
amazed nor even sorry when faced with these ruins: the
taste for the Old Testament is a touchstone of "great-
ness" and 'smallness." Perhaps they will even ffnd the
New Testament, the book of gace, more to their taste (it
is full of the odor of the real, efieminate, stupid canter
and petty soul). To have glued this New Testament, a
kind of rococo of taste in every respect, to the Old
Testament to form one book-the "Bible," tlw book-
that is perhaps the greatest audacity and "sin against
the spirit" which literary Europe has on its conscience.

448
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IzsI
The degee and kind of a person's sexuality reach up

into the ultimate pinnacle of his spirit.

lrz6l
A people is nafure's detour to arrive at six or seven

great men-and then to get around them.

lrssl
What is done out of love always occurs beyond good

and evil.

l16+l
Jesus said to his Jews: 

'The law was for servants; love
God as I love him, as his son. What are morals to us
sons of Codf

lztzT
It seems to me more and more that the philosopher,

as a npcessary man of tomorrow and the day after to'
morro% has always found himself, and always had to
ffnd himself, in opposition to his today: the ideal of the
day was always his enemy. Hitherto all these extraordi-
nary promoters of man, who are called philosophers,
and who rarely have felt themselves to be friends of
wisdom, but rather disagreeable fools and dangerous
question marks, have found their task, their hard, un-
wanted, inescapable task, but ffnally also the greatness
of their task, in being the bad conscience of their time.
By applying the knife vivisectionally to the very oirtues
of the time they betrayed their own secret: to know of
a neu greatness of man, of a new untrodden way to his
enhancement. Each time they have uncovered how
much hlpocrisy, comfortableness, letting oneself go and
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letting oneself drop, how many lies, were concealed
under the most honored ty?" of their c$ntemporary
morality, how much virtue was outlioed. Each time they
said: "We must proceed tlere, that way, where today
you are least at home."

Confronted with a world of 'modern ideas,'which
would banish everybody into a corner and a "specialty,"
a philosopher-if there could be any philosophers to'
day-would be forced to deffne the geatness of man,
the concept of "greatness," in terms precisely of man's
comprehensiveness and multiplicity, his wholeness in
manifoldness: he would even determine worth and rank
according to how much and how many things a person
could bear and take upon himself, how far a person
could extend his responsibility. Today the taste and
virtue of the time weaken and thin out the will; nothing
is more timely than weakness of the will. Therefore,

At the time of Socrates, among men of fatigued in-
stincts, among the conservatives of ancient Athens who
let themselves g>"for happiness," as they said; for
pleasure, as they behaved-and who at the same time
still used the old ornate words to which their life had
long ceased to entitle them, irong was perhaps necessary
for greatness of soul-that Socratic sircastil assurance
of q" old physician and plebeian who cut ruthlessly
into his own flesh, as well is into the flesh and heart of
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\duty, the higher responsibility, and on the wealth of
icreative Dower and mastery-today the concept oficreative power and mastery-today the concept of

| 
*Breatness" entai\ being noble,,.lvanting,to be byone-
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the 'nobility," with a glance that said unmistakably:
oDont try to deceive me by dissimulation. Here we
are equal."

Today, conversely, when only the herd animal is
honored and dispenses honors in Europe, and when
'equality of rights'could all too easily be converted

rinto an equality in violating rights-by that I mean,
into a common war on all that is rare, stnnge, or privi-

jleged, on the higher man, the higher soul, the higher

, self, being capable ofself, being capable of being difierent, standing along
and having to live independently; and the philosopher
rvill betray somethinq of his own ideal when he rrosits:rvill betray something of his own ideal he posits:
'He shall be the greatest who can be the loneliest, the
rnost hidden, the most deviating, the human being be-
yond good and evil, the master of his virtues, he that is
overrich in will. Precisely this should be called great-
nes,ej to be capable of being as manifold as whole, as
rvide as full." And to ask this once more: today-is
greatness possible?

lzgol
. . . The commanding something, which the people

call 'spirit o wants to be master over itself and its
surroundings and to feel its mastery: it has the will from
multiplicity to simpUcity-a will that would tie together,
harness, be master, and that really is masterly. Its
needs and capacities are thus the same as those the
physiologists ffnd in everything that lives, grows, and
reproduces. The power of the spirit to appropriate what
is foreign manifests itself in a strong tendency to assimi-
late the new to the ol4 to simplify the manifold. . . .
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FROM

The Gay Science' Book Y

Book v was added 
"T::::J;;"" 

in 1887. .

ls+sI
The background, of qur cheerfuhuss. The greatest

recent event-that'God is dead,' that the belief in the
Christian God has ceased to be believable-is even now
beginning to cast its fint shadows over Europe. For the
few, at least, whose eyes, whose stspicion in their eyes,
is strong and sensitive enough for this spectacle, sone
sun seems to have set just now. . . . In the main, horv-
ever, this may be said: the event itself is much too great,
too distant, too far from the comprehension of the many
even for the tidings of it to be thought of as having
anioed yet, not to speak of the notion that many people
might know what has really happened here, and what
must collapse now that this belief has been undermined
-all that rvas built upon it, Ieaned on it, grew into il
for example, our whole European morality. . . .

Even we born guessers of riddles who are, as it were,
waiting on the mountains, put tlere between today and
tomorrow and stretched in the contradiction between
today and tomorrow, we ffrstlings and premature bi*hs
of the coming century, to whom the shadows that must
soon envelop Europe really shouldhave appeared by now
-why is it that even we look forward to it without any
real compassion fc this darkening, and above all with-
out any worry and fear for unseloes? Is it perhaps tbat

447
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we are still too deeply impressed by the first conse-
quences of this event-and these first consequences,
the consequences for us, are perhaps the reverse of
what one might expect: not at all sacl and dark, but
rather like a ne% scarcely deseribable kind of light,
happiness, relief, exhilaration, encouragement, dawn?
Indeed, we philosophers and "free spirits" fcel as if a
new dawn were shining on us when we receive the tid-
ings that "the old god is dead"; our heart overflows
with gratitude, amazement, anticipation, expectation. At
last the horizon appears free again to us, even granted
that it is not bright; at last our ships may ventrue out
again, venture out to face any danger; all the daring of
the lover of knowledge is permitted again; the sea, oar
sea, Iies open again; perhaps tfrere has never yet been
such an "open sea."

Is++l
How far ue too are still pious. In science, convictions

hav'e no rights of citizenship, as is said with good reason.
Only when they decide to descend to the modesty of a
hypothesis, of a provisional experimental point of view,
of a regulative fiction, may they be granted admission
and even a certain value within the realm of knowledge
-though always with the restriction that they remain
under police supervision, under the police of mistrust.
But does this not mean, more precisely considered, that
a conviction may obtain admission to science only when
it ceases to be a conviction? Would not the discipline
of the scientiffc spirit begin with this, no longer to per-
mit oneself any convictions? Probably that is how it is.
But one must still ask whether it is not the case that,
in order that this discipline coulil begi.4 a conviction
must have been there already, and even such a com-
manding and unconditional one that it sacriffced all
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other convictions for its own sake. It is clear that science
too rests on a faith; there is no science fuithout presup
positions." The question whether truth is needed must
not only have been affirmed in advance, but affirmed to
the extent that the principle, the faith, the conviction is
expressed: "nothing is needed more than truth, and in
relation to it everything else has only second-rate value."

This unconditional will to truth: what is it? . . .
What do you knorv in advance of the character of exist-
ence, to be able to clecide whether the greater advantage
is on the side of the unconditionally mistrustful or of
the unconditionally trusting? Yet if both are required,
much trust and much mistrust: whenee might science
then take its unconditional faith, its conviction, on which
it rests, that truth is more important than anything else,
even than any other conviction? Just this conviction
could not have come into being if both truth and un-
truth showcd themselves to be continually useful, as is
the case. Thus, though there undeniably exists a faith
in science, it cannot owe its origin to such a utilitarian
calculus but it must rather have originated in *pite of
the fact that the inutility and dangerousness of the'will
to truth," of 'truth at any pricer" are proved to it
continually. . . .

Consequently, 'will to trutn" does nof mean'I will
not let,myself be deceived" but-there is no choice-
'I will not deceive, not even myself": and, with this ue
are onthe ground of morality. For one should ask one-
self carefully: 'Why don't you want to deceive?" espe-
cially if it should appear-and it certainly does appear
-that life depends on appearance; I mean, on error,
simulation, deception, self-deception; and when life has,
as a matter of fact, always shown itself to be on the side
of the most unscruptlous polytrcpoi. Such an intent,
charitably interpreted, could perhaps be a quixotism, a
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little enthusiastic impudence; but it could also be some-
thing worse, namely, a destructive principle, hostile to
life. *\{ll to trylb'-that mighrhe o .nncealed 'to

-
death.

*-ffruf, the question "Why science?" Ieads back to the
moral problem, 

'For 
what end any morality at all" if

life, nature, and history are *not moral"? . . . But one
will have gathered what I am driving at, namely, that
it always remains a metaTthgsical faith upon which our
faith in science rests-that even we devotees of knorvl-
edge todan we godless ones and
still take our fire too from the fame which a
sands of years old has kindled: that Christian faith,
which was also Plato's faith, that God is truth, that
truth is divine. . . .

FROM

Toward a Genealogy of Morals
gorton's Note

This book of roughly two hundred pages was ffrst published
in 1887. It consists of three inquiries, The ffrst, entitled
'Good and Evil versus Good and Bad," contrasts "slave
morality" and 'master morality.' The origin of the former
is found in ressentimenf. Nietzsche has reservations about
'master morality'' too, as he explains in the chapter on
'The 'Improvers' of Mankind" in The Tutilight of the
Iilols. The second inquiry has the title: 'Guilt, Bad Con-
sciencc, and Related Matters." The third: 'What is the
Meaning of Ascetic ldeals?'

The decision to present in this volume, unabridgeil,
Nietzsche's later works rather than his earliest efforts, and
to represent his aphoristic books by selections, seemed ob-
vious. The Gerwalogg is a late work and not aphoristic, but
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its maior ideas, and much else too, will be gleaned from
Zarathustto and the boola of 1888 which are ofiered corn-
plete-and from the following selections which represent
the core of each of the three inquiries.

GOOD AND EVIL VENSUS GOOD AND BAD

l rol
The slaves' revolt in morals begins with this, that

rcssentiment itself becomes creative and gives birth to
values: the ressentiment of those who are denied
the real reaction, that of the deed, and u'ho compensate
rvith an imaginary revenge. Whereas all noble morality
grows out of a triumphant affirmation of oneself, slave
morality immediately says No to what comes from out-
side, to what is different, to what js not oneself: and
f/rds No is its creative deed. This reversal of the value-
positing glance-this neces$er7 direction outward in-
stead of back to oneself-is of the nature of. ressenti- 1
nent: to come into being, slave morality requires an I
outside world, a counterw6rld; physiologiJaily Jpeaking, I
it requires external stimuli in order to react at all: I
its action is at bottom always a reaction. i

The reverse is true of the noble way of evaluating:
it acts and grows spontaneously, it seeks out its opposite
on-ly in order to sfy Yes to iiself still more grai6fully,
still more- -iubilantly; and its negative concepl, .base,,,
'mean," '01U," ir only an after-born, pale, ;ontrasting
image in relation to the positive basic concept, which is
nourished throlqh and through with life and passion:olve who are noble, good, beautiful, happyt"

. . . To be unable to take one's qwn enemies, acci-
dents, and misdeeds seriously for long-that is the
sign of strongand rich natures. . . . Suc[ a man simply
shakes off with one shrug much vermin that would hivl
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buried itself deep in others; here alone is it also possible
-355s6ing that it is possible at all on earth-that there
be real "hoe of. one's enemies." How much respect has
a noble person for his enemies! And such respect is al-
ready a bridge to love. After all, he demands his enemy

\ &r himself, as his distinction; he can stand no enemy

,{but one in whom there is nothing to be despised and
'' much to be honored. Conversely, imagine "the enemy"

as conceived by a man of. ressentiment-and here pre-
cisely is his deed, his creation: he has conceived "the
evil enemy," 

'the eoil ond'-and indeed as the funda-
mental concept from whieh he then derives, as an after-
image and counterinstance, a "good one"-himseU.

GUILT ,  BAD CONS.C IENCE,

AND NELATED MATTERS

Itzl
Let us add a word here concerning the origin and aim

of punishment-two problerns which are, or should be,
distinct. Unfortunately, they are usually confounded.
. . . For every kind of historiography there is no more
important proposition than this, which has been dis-
eovered with so much effort, but now also ought to be
discovered once and for all: the cause of the origin of
a thing and its eventual usefulness, its actual employ-
ment and incorporation into a system of aims, lie worlds
apart. . . .

l rs l
To retum to the subject, namely punishment, we must

distinguish two things: ffrst, the relatively enduring as-
pect, the custom, the act, the "drama," a certain strict
succession of procedures; on the other hand, the fuid
aspect, the meaning, the aim, the expectation which
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attends the execution of these procedures. . . . Today
it is impossible to say deffnitely rahg punishment fu
meted out: all concepts in which a whole process is
comprehended semeiotically, escape deffnition; only
what has no history is deffnable. . . .

WIIAT IS THE MTANINC OF ASCETIC TPEE,T.S?

lzsI
Apart from the ascetic ideal, mar*the animal man

-had no meaning hitherto. His existence on earth had
no goal.'Why have man at allP'was a question without
an answer. . . . Precisely this was the meaning of the
aseetic ideal, that something was lacking, that a tre-
mendous gap surrounded man: he did not know how
to justifn explain, or affirm himself, he sufiered from
the problem of his meaning. He suffered in other ways
too; he was in the main a sicklg animal: yet suffering as
such was not his problem, but that the answer was lack-
ing to the cry of the question *Why sufier?" Man, as the
animal that is most courageous, most accustomed to suf-
fering, does not negate suffering as sueh: he uants il,
even seeks it out, provided one shows him some meaniltg
in it, some uherifore of sufiering. The meaningl"snfi
of sufiering, not sufiering itself, was the curse which I
hitherto lay spread out over mankind-and the ascetic I
id.eal ofereil mankind meaning. So far it has been the I
only meanin g; any meaning at all is better than no-
meaning at all; the aseetic ideal was in every respect the
faute de mieux par excellence that we have had so far.
Through this, sufiering was interpreted; the tremendous
emptiness seemed filled out; the door was closed to all
suicidal nihilism. The interpretation undoubtedly in-
volved new suffering, even more profound, more in-
ward, more poisonous, that gnawed at life more: it



1 ;h;L *f,"t t","ot fro* he w"anted: the uill itself wos
I noeil.- In the q9, oT can hardly lonceal what i!

henceforth he was no longer like a leaf in the wind,
a football of nonsense, of'no-sense": he could nownowa football of nonsense,a r()oroalr ur Irurr5errsg, of no-sense ; ne c{)urq now
tr,ant something-and to begin with, it mattered not

was that this will really expressed when it received
its direction from the ascetic ideal: that hatred against
everything human, even more, against everything ani-
mal, everything material, this disgust with the senses,
with reason itself, this fear of happiness and beautJ',
this desire to get away from all semblance, change,
becoming, death, wish, desire itself-the meaning of
all this, should we dare to comprehend it, is a will to
nothingness, a will running counter to life, a revolt
against the most fundamental presuppositions of life;
yet it is and remains a u:ill! And, to repeat at the end

placed all zuffering in tlre perspective of grih. Yet
in spite of that<nan was saved: he had a meaning;

what I said in the beginning,g$E1g3l want nothing
man even wants nothingnBss,

THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

Lprrrn ro OwnrBcx

Nizza, February zg, t887
. . . I dirl not even know the name of Dostoevski just

a few weeks ageuneducated person that I am, not
reading any iournals. An accidental reach of the arm in
a bookstore brought to my attention Xesprit souterrain,
a work just translated into French. (It was a similar
accident with Schopenhauer in my zrst year and with
Stendhal in my 35th.) The instinct of kinship (or how
should I name it?) spoke up immediately; my joy was
extraordinary: I must go back all the way to my ffrst
acquaintance with Stendhal's Rouge et Noir to remem-
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ber an equal joy. (It is two novellas, the ffrst really a
piece of music, oery strange, very un-German music; the
second, a stroke of genius in psycholog;r, a hnd of self-
derision of the p68r oaut6v.l) Incidentalln these
Greeks have a lot on their conscience-falsification was
their true trade; the whole of European psychology is
sick with Greek superfwiality; and without that little
trit of fudaisrHtc.z etc., etc. . . .

Notes (1887)'

t+8+1
'There is thinking; consequently there is that which

thinls"-tbat is what Descartes' argument cames to.
Yet this means positing our faith in the concept of sub-
stance as'a priori true." When there is thinking, some-
thing must be there which thinla-that is merely a
formulation of our grammatical habit, which posits a
doer for what is done. . . .

lszzl
. . . Rational thought is inteqpretation according to

a scbeme which we cannot escape.

lzz6l
Corcemlng the'Machtaoeflimf, of power.llhe will

to power manifests itself
(a) among the suppressed, among slaves of all kinds,

as a will to "freedom": merely to get away appea$ as

I *Know thyselfl"'Pubtshed-as part of The Witl to Puter by Nietzsche's
ef,ecutors.
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the goal (morally and religiously: "responsible only to
one's own consciencer" "evangelical freedom," etc.);

(b) among a stronger type which is growing up to
reach for power, as a will to overpower; if unsuccessful
at first it may then limit itself to a will to 'justice," that
is, to equal rights with the ruling type;

(c) among the stronges! richest, most independerrt,
and most courageous as "love of humanity," of the
"people," of the Gospel, of truth, of Cod; as pity, "self-
sacrfice,"etc. .. .

lsssl
Hatred of mediocrity is unworthy of a philosopher:

it is almost a question mark against'his "right to pirilos-
ophy." Just because he is the exception, he must protect
the rule, and he must encourage self-conftdence in all
the mediocre.

lgrol
Type of my disciples. To those human beings in whom

I have a stake I wish sufiering, being forsaken, sickness,
maltreatment, humiliation-I wish that that profound
self-contempt, the torture of mistrust of oneself, and the
misery of him who is overcome, not remain unknown to
them: I have no prty for them because I wish them the
only thing which can prove today whether one has worth
or not-that one holds out.

Lr"rrnn ro Hrs Srsrnn

Christmas r88z
. . . You have committed one of the greatest stupidi-

ties-for yourself and for mel Your association with an
anti-Semitic chief expresses a foreignness to my whole
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way of life which fills me again and again with ire or

meiancholy. . . . It is a matter of honor with me to be
absolutely clean and unequivocal in relation to anti'
Semitism, namely, opposed to it, as I am in my writings.
I have recently been persecuted with letters and Antd-
Semitic Corrcspondence Sheets, My disgust with this
party (which would likc the benefit of my name only
-oo welll) is as prortounced as possible, but the relation
to Fiirster,l as well as the afterafiects of my former pub-
lisher, the anti-semitic Schmeitzner, always brings the
adherents of this disagreeable party back to the idea
that I must belong to them after all. . . . It arouses
mistrust against my character, as if publicly I con-
demned something which I favored secretly-and that
I am unable to do anything against it, that the name of
Zarathustra is used in every Anti-Semitic Conespond-
ence Sheet, has almost made me sick several times. . . .

6:4pa{$v

4]*3!legr l
That the value of an act should depend on what

preceded it in conscious'ness-how false that is! And
yet morality has been measured that way, even crirn-
inality.

The value of an act must be measured by its con-
sequences, the utilitarians say: measuring it by its origin
implies an impossibility, namely, knowing the origin.

But does one know the consequences? Perhaps as far
as ffve steps. Who could say what an act stimulates,
excites, provokes against itselfP As a stimulus? Perhaps

t Nietzsche's sister's husband.
'Published as part of. The Will to Pouer by Nietzsche's

executors.

Norrs (r888)'z1 43
PQmcQ wto
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as the ignition spark for an e4plosiveP The utilitarians
are naive. And in the end we would ffrst have to know
what is useful: here too their vision extends for only
five steps. They have no conception of any great econ-
omy which does not know how to dispense with
evil. . . .

[+8rl
Against that positivism which stops before pbenom-

ena, saying "there are only facts," I should say: no, it is
precisely facts that do not exist, only interpretotions., ..

[8r+]
Artists are not the men of great passion, whatever

they may try to tell us and themselves. And that for two
reasons: they have no shame before themselves (they
observe themselves while they lioe; they lie in wait for
themselves, they are too curious), and they also have no
shame before great passion (they exploit it artistically).
Secondly, their vampire-their talent-generally be-
grudges them any such squanciering of energy as is
involved in passion. With a talent, one is also the victim
of that talent: one lives under the vampirism of one's
talent.

One is not ffnished with one's passion because one
represents it: rather, one is finished with it ulwn one
represents it. (Goethe teaches it differently; but it seems
tlat here he wished to misunderstand himself<ut of
delicatezza,l

[882]
One recognizes the superiority of the Greek man, of

the man of the Renaissanc*but one would like to
have it without its causes and conditions.



NOTES (1888) M'

lro5zl
. . . Dionysus versus'the Cruciffed One": there )'ou

have the contrast. It is not madyrdom that constitutes
the difierence<nly here it has two different senses.
Life itself, its eternal fruitfulness and recurrence, itF
volves agony, destruction, the will to annihilation. In
the othei case, sufiering-"the Crucifted One as the
Innocent One"-is considered an objection to thfu life'
as the formula of its condemnation. Clearln the problem
is that of the meaning of sufrering: whether a Christian
meaning or a tragic meaning. In the ffrst case, it is sup
posed to be the path to a sacred existence; in the second
case, existetwe is considered sacred enwgh to justify
even a tremendous amount of suffering. The tragic man
affirms even the harshest suffering: he is sufficiently
strong, rich, and derfying for this; the Christian negates
even the happiest life on earth: he is sufficiently weak,
poor, and disinherited to suffer from life in any form.
'llhe God on the cross is e cunre on life, a pointer to seek
redemption from it; Dionysus cut to pieces is a promi'se
of life; it is eternally reborn and comes back from
deshuction.

FNOM

The lYagner Gase
EDrron'g Notr

An often very funny polemic of about fffty pages. The fol-
lowing excerpt is from section g.

There is nothing on which Wagner has reflected so
much as on redemption: his opera is the opera of
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redemption. Somebody or other always wants to be re-
deemed: now a little man, now a little woman-that is
his problem. And how richly he varies his leitmotift
What rare, what deeply thoughtful modulations! Who,
if not Wagner, would have taught us that innocence
prefers to redeem interesting sinners? (The case in
Tanrihiitser.) Or that even the Wandering Jew is re-
deemed and setdes down when he marries? (The case
in The Flying Dutchman.) Or that old conupted
females prefer to be redeemed by chaste young men?
(The case of Kundry.) Or that beautiful girls like be5t
to be redeemed by a knight, who is a Wagnerian? (The
case in Die Meistersinger.l Or that even married women
like being redeemed by a knight? (The case of Isolde.)
Or that "the old god," after having compromised him-
self morally in every way, is finally redeemed by a free
spirit and immoralist? (The case inThe Ring.) Admire
this last profundity in particular! Do you understand it?
I-beware of understanding it.

That there are also other teachings to be derived from
the rvorks enumerated I would sooner prove than con-
test. That a Wagnerian ballet can drive one to despair-
and, to virtuet (Again the case in Tannhiiuser.) That
the worst consequences may ensue if one does not go
to bed at the right time. (Again the case in Lohengrin.)
That one should never know too precisely whom one
has really married. (For the third time, the case in
Lohengrin.)

Tdsnn anil lsolile gloriffes the perfect spouse who, in
a certain sifuation, has but one question: 'But why
didnt you tell me that before? Nothing simpler than
thatl" The answer:

'That I may not tell you;
And what you ask,
That you may never know."



THE WAGNER CASE 1At
Lohmgrin contains a solemn excommunication of in-
qurry and questioning. Wagner here advocates the Chris-
tian concept: 'You shall and must have faith." It is a
crime against the highest, the holiest to be scientiffc.

The Flying Dutchman preaches the sublime doetrine
that woman settles even the most unsettled man-in
Wagnerian terms, she 'iedeems him." Here we permit
ourselves a question: Suppose this were true-does that
also mafte it desirable? What becomes of the eternal
'Wandering 

Jew'whom a wife adores and settles? He
merely ceases to be eternal; he gets married and does
not concern us any more. . . .





TWITIGHT
OF THE IDOTS

OR,

HOW ONE PHITOSOPHIZES
WITH A HAMMEN

Eorron's Pnprecg

Nietzsche's last productive year, 1888, was also his most
produetive. He began with The Wagner Ccse and endeil
with Ntetache contra Wagneq and in between he dashed
ofr Tuillght of the ldols, The Antichrtst, snd Ecce Homo.
These books are sometimes dismissed as mere products of
insanity, and they certainly manilest a rapiil breakdou'n of
the author's inhibitions. In some passages of, TIte Antichrist,
Nietzsche's fury breaks all dams; and the madness of his
conceit in Ecce IIorui is harnessed only by his motchless
irony, though much of this is lost on readers who do not
know Nietzsche's earlier works. Compared to such ffreworks,
Tuilight of the Idols is relatively calm and sane, except for
its title; and none of his other works contains an equally
conrprehe,nsive summary of his later philosophy and psy-
chology. With its roughly one hundred pages, the book
furnishes a ffne epitome of NieEsche.

The spectacular title was an afterthought. Nietzsche had
become interested in Francis Bacon, and his own discussion
of "Four Great Errors" probably reminded him of Bacon's
"Four ldols.o Hence the thought of varying Wagner's title,
Gdttediimmerung, by coining Giitzen-Diimmerung,'"Iwi-

463
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Iight of the ldols,' When he wrote the preface, however,
the title was gtill to be A Psycholngist's ldleness, But on
September eo his worshipful admirer Peter Gast wrote him
a fateful letter. Gast's real name was Ileinrich Kiiselitz. He
was a composer, and he assisted Nietzsche by copying man-
uscripts and reading proofs. Having completed his ftrst
reading of this manuscript, he wrote: 'The title, A PsychoL
ogist's ldleness, sounds too unassuming to me when I think
how it might impress other people: you have driven your
artillery on the highest mountains, you have such guns as
have never yet existed, and you need only shoot blindly o
inspire terror all around. The stride lGangl of a giant,
which makes the mountains shake to their foundations, is
no longer idleness llrtilssiggangl.. . . So I beg you, if an
incompetent person may beg: a more sumptuous, more re-
splendent title!" Such adulatory fattery was surely what
Nietzsche needed least iust then. He changed the title and
added as a subtitle: "How One Philosophizes With a Harn,
mer.- It is usually assumed that he -""^n, 

" 
sledge hammer.

The preface, however, from which the image is derived as
an aftertbought, explains: idols 'are here touched with a
hammer as with a tuning fork."

This was the last work Nietzsche himself publisheil:
when it came out in Januaqy r88g he was insaie and no
Ionger aware of any of his works. The Ant|christ and Nietz-
ache contra Wagner were not publisheil until r8g5; Ecca
Homo only in r9o8.
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PREFACE

Maintaining cheerfulness in the midst of a gloomy
affair; fraught with immeasurable responsibility, is no
small feat; and yet what is needed more than cheer-
fulness? Nothing succeeds if prankishness has no part
in it. Excess of strength alone is the proof of strength.

A reoaluation of all oalues, this question mark, so
black, so tremendous that it casts shadows upon the man
who puts it dow*-such a destiny of a task compels one
to run into the sun every rnoment to shake ofi a heavy,
all-too-heavy seriousness. Every means is proper for
this; every "case" I a case of luck. Especially, usar, War
has always been the great wisdom of all spirits who have
become too inward, too profound; even in a wound
there is the power to heal. A maxim, the origin of which
I withhold from scholarly curiosity, has long been
my motto:

lnuescant animl, olresclt oolnere oirtus.2

Another mode of convalescence-under certain cir-
cumstances even more to my liking-is sounding out
fulols. Therc are more idols than realities in the world:
that is mg "eil eye" for this world; that is also my
oevil. ear." For once to pose guestions here with a
lnmmer, and, perhaps, to hear as a reply that famous
hollow sound which speaks of bloated entrails-what
a delight for one who has ears even behind his ears, for

rAn alluslon to Nietzschds TleWagwr Ccse (1888), a
Polemic.' r "The spirits increase, vigor grows th,rough a wound.o
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me, an old psychologist and pied piper before whom
iust that which would remain silent must become out-
spoken.

This essay too-the title betrays it-is above all a
recreation, a spot of sunshine, a leap sideways into the
idleness of a psychologist. Perhaps a new war, too?
And are new idols sounded outP This little essay is a
great declaration of war; and regarding the sounding out
of idols, this time they are not iust idols of the age, but
eternal idols, which are here touched with a hammer as
with a tuning fork: there are altogether no older, no
more convinced, no more puffed-up idols-and none
more hollow. That does not prevent them from being
those in which people have the most faith; nor does one
ever say 'idol," especially not in the most distinguished
instance.

Turin, September go, IBBB,
on the day when the first bookr of the Revaluation
of AII Values was completeil.

Fnrsonrcg NrsuscHs

MAXIMS AND ANROWS

1

Idleness is the beginning of all psychology. What?
Should psychology be a vice?2

2
' 

Even the most courageous among us only rarely has
the courage for that which he really knows.

r That is, The Antichrlst.
tThere is a German proverb: "Idleness is the beginning

of all vices."
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3
To live alone one must be a beast or a god, says

Aristotle. Leaving out the third case: one must be both
-a philosopher.

4
'All truth is simple." Is that not doubly a lie?

5
I want, once and for all, not to know many things.

Wisdom sets limits to knowledge too.

6
fn our own wild nature we ffnd the best recreation

from our un-nature, from our spirituality.

What? Is man merely a
merely a mistake of mant?

7
mistake of Godt? Or God

8
Out of life's school ol uar: What does not destrov me,

makes me stronger.

9
Help yourself, then everyone will help you. Principle

of neighborJove.

10

Not to perpetrate cowardice against one's own acts!
Not to leave them in the lurch afterward! The bite of
conscience is indecent.
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Can an ass be tragic? To perish under a burden one
can neither bear nor throw ofi? The caso of the philoso-
pher.

L2.

If we have our own why of. life, we shall get along
with almost any how. Man does nof strive for pleasure;
only the Englishman does.

r3
Man has created woman---out of what? Out of a rib

of his god-of his *ideal."

t4
What? You search? You would multiply yourself by

ten, by a hundred? You seek follorvers? Seek zerosl

15

Posthumous men-I, for exirmple-are understood
worse than timely ones, b:ut lrcard better. lv{ore pre-
cisely: we are never understood-hence our authority.

r6
Among roornen: *Tluth? Oh, you don't know truthl

Is it not an attempt to assassinate all our 7rudeurs7'

r7
That is an artist as I love artists, modest in his needs:

he really wants only two things, his bread and his art
-panem et Circen.r

1 panem et circerwes,'bread and circuses"-here changed
by Nletzsche into "brcad and Circe," art being compaied
to the Flomeric sorceress.
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rg

409

Whoever does not lmorv how to lay his will into
things, at least lays sune meaning into them: that
means, he has the faith that they already obey a will.
(Principle of 'Taith.")

r9
What? You elected virtue and the swelled bosom and

yet you leer enviously at the advantages of those with-
out qualmsP But virtue involves rernuncing "advan-
tages." (Inscription for an anti-Semite's door.)

20

The perfect woman peqpetrates literature as she per-
petrates a small sin: as an experiment, in passing, look-
ing around to see if anybody notices it-and to make
sure that somebody does.

2L
To venture into all sorts of situations in which one

may not have any sham virtues, where, like the tightrope
walker on his rope, one either stands or falls-.or gets
away.

22
"Evil men have no songs." How is it, then, that the

Russians have songs?

23
'German spirit": for the past eighteen years a contra-

diction in terms.
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24
By searching out origins, one becomes a cratr. The

historian looks bachvard; eventually he also belieaet
backward.

f mistnrst all systematizers and I avoid them.lhe will
to a system is a lack of integrity.

27
Women are considered profound. Why? Because one

never fathoms their depths. Women arent even shal-
low.

28
If a woman has manly virtues, one feels like running

away; and if she has no manly virtues, she herself nrns
away.

29
'How much conscience has had to chew on in the

past! And what excellent teeth it hadl And today-what
is lackingP' A dentist's guestion.

3o
One rarely rushes into a single error. Rushing into

the ffrst one, one always does too much. So one usually
perpetrates another one-and now one does too little.

z6

\ 2 5
Contentnent proleetq even against colds. Has a

woman who knew herselfbe well dressed ever caught
cold? I am assgning that she was barely dressed.
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3r
When stepped on, a worm doubles up. That is clever.

In that rvay h9 lessens the probability of being stepped
on again. In the Ianguage of rnorality t lrumility,

There is a hatred of lii2and simulation, stemming
from an easily provoked sense of honor. There is an-
other such hatred, from cowardice, siuce lies are for-
bidden by a divine commandment. Too cowardly to lie.

33
- How little is required for pleasurel The sound of a
bagpipe. Without music, life would be an eror. The
German imagines even God singing songs.

34
On rn peut penser et dcrire gil'assiisr (G. Flaubert).

There I have caught you, nihilistl The sedentary life is
the very- sin against the Holy Spirit Only thoughts
reached by walking have value.

There are cases in *o?i *" are like horses, we
psychologists, and become restless: we see our own
shadow wavering up and down before us. A psycholo-
gist must tum his eyes from himself to eye anything at
all.

gG
Whether we immoralists are harming virtue? Just as

little as anarchists harm princes. Onlisince thj htter
!'One cannot think and write, except sitting..
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are shot at do they again sit securely on their thrones.
Moral: morality must be shot ot,

37
You run ahaad? Are you doing it as a shepherd? Or

as an exception? A third case would be the fugitive.
First question of conscience.

38
Are you genuine? Or merely an actor? A representa-

tive? Or that which is represented? In the end, perhaps
you are merely a copy of an actor. Second, question of
conscience.

. The disappointed one
human beings; I always
ideals.

39
speaks. I searched for great
found only t\e apes of their

40
Are you one who looks on? Or one who lends a handP

Or one who looks away and walks off? fhird guestion
of conscience.

4L
Do you want to walk along? Or walk ahead? Or walk

by yourself? One must know uhat one wants and that
one wants. Fourth question of conscience.

42
Those were steps for me, and I have climbed up over

them: to that end I had to pass over them. Yet they
thought that I wanted to retire on them.
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What does it matter if 113*"in right. I am much too
dght. And he who laughs best today will also laugh last.

44
The formula of my happinessr a Yes, a No, a straight

line, a goal,

TIIE PNOBLEM OF SOCRATES

I

Conceming life, the wisest men of all ages have
iudged alike: dt is no good. Always and everywhere one
has heard the same sound from their mouths-a sound
full of doubt, full of melancholy, full of weariness of life,
full of resistance to life. Even Socrates said, as he died:
'To live-that means to be sick a long time: I owe
Asclepius the Savior a rooster." Even Socrates was tired
of it. What does that evidence? What does it evince?
Formerly one would have said (---oh, it has been said,
and loud enough, and especially by our pessimists):
"At least something of all this must be truel The con-
sensus of the sages evidences the truth." Shall we still
talk like that today? May we?'At least something must
be ,ricft herei ue retort. These wisest men of all ages-
they should ffrst be scrutinized closely. Were they all
perhaps shaky on their legs? late? tottery? decadents?
Could it be that wisdom appears on earth as a raven,
inspired by a little whifi of canion?

2

This irreverent thought that the great sages arc tqpeg
ol decline ffrst occuned to me precisely in a case where

478
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it is most strongly opposed by both scholarly and un-
scholarly prejudice: I recogaized Socrates and Plato to
be qymptoms of degeneration, tools of the Greek disso-
lution, pseudo-Greelg anti-Greek (Birth of Traged.y,
t87z). The consensus of the sages-I comprehended
this ever more clearly-proves least of all that they were
right in what they agreed on: it shows rather that they
themselves, these wisest men, agreed in some plrysio-

.logical respect, and hence adopted the same negative

I attitude to lif*lwd to u9opl.it.J".lgg9g$-igdgnoSt
I of value, concerning life, for it or against it, can, in the
lend, never be true: they @s*
I they are worthy of consideration only as symptoms; in
themselves such judgments are stupidities. One must by
all means stretch out onds ffngers and make the attempt
to grasp this amazing ffnesse, tlwt the oalue of lile 99ry
no{be'esfimaed. NJt by the livinfiGiTh{i6in in-

Erested pry; even a' bone of iontention, and not
iudges; not by the dead, for a different reason. For a
philosopher to see a problem in the value of life is thus
an objection to him, a question mark conceming his
wisdom, an un-wisdom. Indeed? All these great wise
men-they were not only decadents but not wise at
all? But I return to the problem of Socrates.

3
fn origin, Socrates belonged to the lowest class: Soc-

rates was plebs. We know, we can still see for ourselves,
how ugly he was. But ugliness, in itself an objection, is
amorlg the Greeks almost a refutation. Was Socrates a
Greek-at all? Ugliness is often enough the expression of
n development tlat has been crossed, thwarted by cr-oss-
ing. Or i[ appears as decliningdevelopment. The anthro-
pologtsts among the criminologists tell us that the
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typical criminal is ugly: rnorlstrum in fronte, nonstntm
ln animo. But the criminal is a decadent Was Socrates
a typical criminal? At least that would not be contra-
dicted by the famous iudgment of the physiognomist
which sounded so o$ensive to the friends of Socrates.
A foreigner who knew about faces once passed through
Athens and told Socrates to his face that he uns a mut-
ctrurn-that he harbored in himself all the bad vices
and appetites. And Socrates merely answered: Tou
know me, sir!'

Socrates'decadence i, ,uf,gerted not only by the ad-
mitted \rrantonness and anarchy of his instincts, but
also by the hypertrophy of the logical faculty and that
sorooam of the rachitic which distinguishes him. Nor
should we forget those auditory hallucinations which,
as 'the d,aimonion of Socrates," have been inteqpreted
religiously. Everything in him is exaggerated, buffo, a
caricature; everything is at the same time concealed,
ulterior, subterranean. I seek to comprehencl what idio-
syncrasy begot that Socratic equation of reasonFvirtue,--
and happiness: that most bizarre of all equations, which,
mor@ver, is opposed to all the instincts of the earlier
Greela.

5
With Socrates, Greek taste changes in favor of dia-

Iectics. What really happened there? Above all, a twble
taste is thus vanquished; with dialectics the plebs come'to 

the top. Befoie Socrates, dialectic -"nn"ir were re-
pudiated in good society: they were considered bad
manners, they were compromising. The young wer€
wamed against theur. Furthermore, all such presenta-
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tions of one's reasons were distrusted. Honest things,
like honest men, do not carry their reasons in their hands
like that. It is indecent to show all five ffngers. What
must first be proved is worth little. Wherever authority
still forms part of good bearing, rvhere one does not give
reasons but commands, the dialectician is a kind of
buffooni one laughs at him, one does not take him se-
riously. Socrates was the buffoon who got hhnself taken
seriously: what really happened there?

6
One chooses dialectic only when one has no other

means. One knows that one arouses mistrust with it,
that it is not very persuasive. Nothing is easier to erase
than a dialectical efiect: the experience of every meeting
at whieh there are speeches proves this. It can only be
self-deferxe for those who no longer have other weap-
ons. One must have to enforce one's right: until one
reaches that point, one makes no use of it. The Jews
were dialecticians for that reason; Reynard the Fox
was ono-and Socrates too?

7
Is the irony of Socrates an expression of revolt? Of

plebeian ressentirnent? Does he, as one-opPressed, en-
joy his own ferocity in the knife-thrusts of his syllogisms?
Does he u)enge himself on the noble people whom he
fascinates? As a dialectician, one holds a merciless tool
in onet hand; one can become a tyrant by means of it;
one compromises those one conquers. The dialectician
leaves it to his opponent to prove that he is no idiot: he
makes one furious and helpless at the same time. The
dialectician renders the intellect of his opponent Power-
less. Indeed? Is dialectic only a form of teoenge in
Socrates?
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8

{t7

I have given to understand how it was that Socrates
could repel: it is therefore all the more necessary to
explain his fascination. That he discovered a new kind
of agon,r that he became its first fencing master for the
noble circles of Athens, is one point. He fascinated by
appealing to the agonistic ilnpulse of the Greela-he
introduced a variation into the wrestling match between
young men and youths. Socrates was also a gteat erotic.

9
But Socrates guessed even more. He saw through lljrs

noble Athenians; he comprehended that his orvn case,
his idiosyncrasy, was no longer exceptional. The same
kind of degeneration was quietly developing every-
where: old Athens was coming to an end. And Socrates
understood that all the world rceded, him-his means,
his cure, his personal artiffce of self,-preservation. Every-
where the instincts were in anarchy; ever;nrhere one
was within five paces of excess: moratrurn in animo was
the general danger. "The impulses want to play the ty-
rant; one must invent a counter-tlJranf who is stronger."
When the physiognomist had revealed to Socrates who
he was-a cave of bad appetites-the great master of
irony let slip another word which is the key to his
character. 'This is true,'he said, 'but I mastered them
all'" How did Socrates become master over himsefi?
His case was, at bottom, merely the extreme case, only
the most striking instance of what was then beginning
to be a universal distress: no one was any longer master
over himself, the instincts turned ogainst each other.
He fascinated, being this extreme case] hir awe-inspiring
ugliness proclaimed him as such to all who could see:

r "Contest."



478 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

he fascinated, of course, even more as an answer, a solu-
tion, an apparent cure of, this case.

1()

lltlren one ffnds it necessary to turn rcason into a
bnant, as Socrates did, the danger cannot be slight that
something else will play the tyrant. Rationality was then
hit upon as the savior; neither Socrates nor his *patients"

had any choice about being rational: it yas de rigeur,
it was their last resort. The fanaticism with which all
Greek refection throws itself upon rationality betrays
a desperate situation; there was danger, there was but
one choice: either to perish or-to be absurdly ratiorwl.
The moralism of the Greek philosophers from Plato on is
pathologically conditioned; so is their esteem of dia-
lectics. Reason-virture-happiness, that means merely
that one must irnitate Socrates and counter the dark
appetites with a permanent dalight-the daylight of
reason. One must be clever, clear, bright at any price:
any concession to the instincts, to the unconscious, leads
dounward.

11

I have given to understand how it was that Socrates
fascinated: he seemed to be a physician, a savior. Is
it necessary to go on to demonstrate the error in his
faith in'rationality at any price"? It is a self-deception
on the part of philosophers and moralists if they believe
that they are extricating themselves from decadence
when they merely wage war against it. Extrication lies
beyontl their strength: what they choose as a means,
as salvation, is itself but another expression of deca-
dence; they change its expression, but they do not get
rid of decadence itself. Socrates was a misunderstand-
ing the uhole improoement-moralitg, includ,ing the
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Christiaq usas a misunderstanding. The most blinding
daylighq rationality at any price; life, bright, cold,
cautious, conscious, without instinct, in oPPosition to the
instincts-all this too was a mere disease, another dis-
ease, and by no means a return to 'virtue," to 'health,"

to happiness . To haw to ffght the instincts-that is the

E^rfPof 
decadence: as long as life is ascending,hay

' , piriess equals insUnct.

Did he himself still conrf,rehend this, this most bril-
[ant of all se]f-outwitters? Was this what he said to
himself in the end, in the uisdom of his courage to die?
Socrates uanteil to die: not Athens" but he himself
chose dre hemlock; he forced Athens to sentence him.
osocrates is no physiciarq" he said softly to himself;
tere death alone is the physician. Socrates himself has
merely been sick a long time.'

-nEAsoN' rN PrrrLosoPEY

You ask me which of the;hibsophen'traits are really
idiosyncrasies? For examplg their lack of historical
sense, their hatred of the very idea of becoming, their
Egypticism. They think that they show their rcspeci for
a subiect when they de-historicize i\ wb specie aeternl
-when they turn it into a mummy. All that philoso-
phers have handled for thousands of years have been
concept-mummies; nothing real escaped their grasp
alive. When these honorable idolators of concepts wor-
ship something, they kill it and stuff it; they threaten
the Iife of everything they worship. Death, change, old
agg as well as procreation and growth, are to their
minds objections-even refutations. Whatever has being
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does not become; whatever becomes does not have

is the
'We have found him," they cry ecstatically; 'it is the

senses! These scnses, which are so immoral in other
ways too, deceive us concemin g the true wor]d. Moral:
let us free ourselves from the deception of the senses,
from becoming, from history, from lies; history is noth-
ing but faith in the senses, faith in lies. Moral: let us say
No to all who have faith in the senses, to all the rest of
mankind; they are all'mob.' Let us be philosophersl
Let us be mummiesl Let us represent monotono-theism
by adopting the expression of a gravediggerl And above

"it, "riy 
iittr th"-Uoay, this wietch ed id"e fae of the

senses, disffgured by all the fallaci'es of logic, refuted,
even imposiible, although it is impudent enough to
behave as if it were reall'

2
With the highest respec! I except the name of

Heruclitus, Whin the rest of the philosophic folk re-

iected the testimony of t}te senses because they showed
multiplicity and change, he rejected their testimony
becaule they showed tlings as if they had permauence
and unity. Heraclitus too did the senses an injustice.
They lie neither in the way the Eleatics-believed, nor as
he believed-they do not lie at all. What we make of'
their testimony, that alone introduces lies; for examplo
the lie of unii, the lie of thinghood, of substance, of
pennanence. tReason" is the cause of our falsiffcation-ot 

Ae testimony of the senses. Insofar as the senses
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show becoming, passing away, and change, they do
not lie. But Heraclitus will remain eternally right with
his assertion that being is an empty fiction. The 'ap-

parent" world is the only one: the "trud'world is merely
added by a Ue.

3
Ancl what magniffcent inskuments of observation we

possess in our sensesl This nose, for example, of which
no philosopher has yet spoken with reverence and
gratitude, is actually the most delicate instrument- so
far at our disposal: it is able to detect minimal di$er-
ences of motion which even a spectroscope cannot de-
tect. Today \ile possess science precisely to the extent
to which we have decided to accept the testimony of
the senses-to the extent to which we shaqpen them
further, arm them, and have learned to think them
through. The rest is miscarriage and not-yet-science-
in other words, metaphysics, theology, psychology, epis-
temology-or formal science, a doctrine of signs, such
as logic and that applied logic which is called mathe-
matics. In them reality is not encountered at all, not
even as a problem-no more than the question of the
value of such a sign-convention as logic.

4
the other idiosyncrasy of the philosophers is no less

dangerous; it consists in confusing the last and the ffrst.
They place that which comes at the end-unfortunatelyl
for it ought not to come at alll-namely, the'highest
concepts," which means the most general, the emptiest
concepts, the last smoke of evaporating reality, in the
beginning, as the beginning. This again is nothing but
their way of showing reverence: the higher may not
grow out of the lower, may not have grown at all.
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Moral: whatever is of the ffrst rank must be causa sul,r
Origin out of something else is considered an obiection,
a questioning of value. All the highest values are of the
ffrst rank; alhthe highest concepts, that which has being,
the unconditional, the good, the true, the perfect-all
these cannot have become and rnust therefore be cawa
srrd. All these, moreover, cannot be unlike each other or
in contradiction to each other. Thus they arrive at their
stupendous concepq'God.- That which is last, thinnest,
and emptiest is put ftrst, as the cause, as €n$ reolissi-
mum.2 Why did mankind have to take seriously the
brain affiictions of sick web-spinnen? They have paid
dearly for itl

5
At long last, let us contrast the very difierent manner

in which we conceive the problem of error and appear-
ance. (I say'weo for politeness' sake.) Formerly, alter-
ation, change, any becoming at all, were taken as
proof of mere appearance, as an indication that there
must be something which led us astray. Today, con-
versely, precisely insofar as the prejudice of reason forces
us to posit unity, identity, permanence, substance, cause,
thinghood, being, we see ourselves somehow caught in
error, compelled into error. So certain are we, on the
basis of rigorous examination, that this is where the error
ftes.

It is no difierent in this case than u'ith the move-
ment of the sun: there our eye is the constant advocate
of error, here it is our language. In its origin language
belongs in the age of the most rudimentary form of psy-
chology. We enter a realm of crude fetishism when we
summon before consciousness the basic presuppositions

rSelf-caused.'
r"The most real being.'
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of the metaphysics of language, in plain tallc, the pre-
suppositions of reason. Everywhere it sees a doer and
doing; it believes in will as the cause; it believes in the
ego, in the ego as being, in the ego as substance, and it
projects this faith in the ego-substance upon all things-
only thereby does it ftrst create the concept of "thing.-
Every'rvhere "being" is projected by thought, pushed
undemeath, as the cause; the concept of being followq
and is a derivative of, the concept of ego. In the be-
ginning there is that great calamity of an error that the
will is something which is effective, that will is a ca-
pacity. Today we know that it is only a word.

Very much later, in a world which was in a thousand
wa)rs more enlightened, philosophers, to their great sur-
prise, became aware of the sureness, the subjective cer-
tainty, in our handling of the categories of reason: they
concluded that these categories could not be deriverl
from anything empirieal-for everything empirical
plainly contradicted them. Wbence, then, were they de-
rived?

And in fndia, as in Greece, the same mistake was
made: "We must once have been at home in a higher
rvorld (instead of a very much lower ong which would
have been the truth); we must have been divine, fot we
have reasonl" fndeed, nothing has yet possessed a more
naive power of persuasion than the error concerning
being, is it has bien formulated by the Eleatics, for ef
ample. After all, every word we say and every sentence
speak in its favor. Even the opponents of the Eleatics
still succumbed to the seduction of their concept of
being: Democritus, among others, when he invente-d his
atom. '?eason" in language-oh, what an old deceptive
female she isl I am afraid we are not rid of God because
we still have faith in grammar.
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6
Itwill b€ appreciated if I condense so essential and so

new an insight into four theses. In that way I facilitate
comprehension; in that way I provoke contradiction.

First propositian. The reasons for which "this" world
has been characterized as "apparent" are the very rea-
sons which indicate its reality; any other kind of reCity
is absolutely indemonstrable.

Second. proposition. The criteria which have been be-
stowed on the'true being" of things are the criteria of
not-being, of twuglfi; the 'trre world" has been con-
structed out of contradiction to the aetual world: indeed
an apparent world, insofar as it is rnerely a moral-optical
illusion.

Thiril proposition. To invent fables about a world
-other" than this one has no meaning at alf unless an
instinct of slander, detraction, and suspicion against life
has gained the upper hand in us: in that case, we avenge
ourselves against life with a phantasmagoria of "an-
other," a 'better" life.

Fourth proposition. Any distinetion between a otrue'

and an 'apparent' world-whether in the Christian
manner or in the manner of Kant (in the end, an under-
handed Christian)-is only a suggestion of decadence, a
symptom of the decline of life. That the artist esteems
appearance higher than reality is no objection to this
proposition. For *appearance" in this case means reality
once more, only by way of selection, reinforcement, and
correction. The tragic artist is no pessimist: he is pre-
cisely the one who says Yes to everything questionable,
€ven to the terrible-he is Dionysian,
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now rHE 
'TnuE 

:.#;rt tNALLY 

BEcAME

The History of an Etrot

r. The true world-attainable for the sage, the pious,
the virtuous man; he lives in it, he is it.

(The oldest form of the idea, relatively sensible, sim'
ple, and persuasive. A circumlocution for the sentence,
"I, Plato, am the truth.")

z. The true world-unattainable for now, but prom-
ised for the sage, the pious, the virtuous man ('for the

sinner who repents").
(Progress ol the idea: it becomes more subtle, irsid-

ious, incomprehensible-,it becomes temale, it becomes
Christian.)

g. The true world-unattainable, indemonstrable,
unpromisable; but the very thought of it-a consola-
tion, an obligation, an imperative.

(At bottom, the old sun, but seen through mist and
skepticism. The idea'has become elusive, pale, Nordic,
Kbnigsbergian.l)

4. The true world-unattainable? At any rate, un'
attained. And being unattained, also unknown. Conse'
quentln not consoling, redeeming, or obligating: how
could something unknown obligate us?

(Gray morning. The ffrst yawn of reason. The cock'
crow of positivism.)

S. The "1ms" \Meilfl-xn idea which is no longer
good for anything, not even obligating-an idea which
has become useless and superfluous<ot$equently, a
refuted idea: let us abolish itl

(Bright day; breakfast; return of.bon sens and cheer-

I That is, Kantian.
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fulness; Plato's embarrassed blush; pandemonium of all
free spirits.)

6. The true world-we have abolished. What world
has remained? The apparent one perhaps? But nol lVifh
tlrc true uorl.d, ue haoe also abolished the aVparent one,

(Noon; moment of the briefest shadow; end of the
longest enor; high pint of humanity; INCIPIT ZLRIe
THUSTRA.I)

a
I

MONAL ITY  AS  ANT I .NATURE

1

All passions have a phase when they are merely dis-
astrous, when they drag down their victim with the
weight of stupidity-and a later, very much later phase
when they wed the spirit, when they "spiritualize'them-
selves. Formerly, in view of the element of stupidity in
passion, war was declared on passion itself, its destruc-
tion was plotted; all the old moral monsters are agreed
on this: il faut tuer les possions.2 The most famous for-
mula for this is to be found in the New Testament, in
that Sermon on the Mount, where, ineidentally, things
are by no means looked at from a height. There it is said,
for example, with particular reference to sexuality: "If
thy eye ofiend thee, pluck it out." Fortunately, no Chris-
tian acts in accordance with this precept. Destroying
the passions and cravings, merely as a preventive meas-
ure against their stupidity and the unpleasant conse-
quences of this stupidity-today this itself strikes us as

l'Zarathustra begins.' An echo of the conclusion of ?ha
Gatt Science ( r88C): Nietzsche had used the ffrst section
of ihe Prologue of Zarathustra, his next work, as the final
aphorism of- Book Four, aud given it the title: lnciptt
tiaeoedia.

t*"One must kill the passions.-
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merel)' another acute form of stupidity. We no longer
admire dentists who "pluck out" teeth so that they will
not hurt any more.

To be fair, it should be admitted, however, that on
the ground out of which Christianity grew, the concept
of the'spirinnlization of passion" could never have been
formed. After all the ffrst church, as is well known;
fought against the 'intelligent" in favor of the "poor in
spiril" How could one expect from it an intelligent war
against passion? The church ftghts passion with excision
in every sense: its practice, its "cure,o is castratimt. lt
never asks: "How can one spiritualize, beautify, deify a
craving?" It has at all times laid the stress of discipline
on extiqpation (of sensuality, of pride, of the lust to rule,
of avarice, of vengefulness). But an attack on the roots
of passion means an attack on the roots of life: the prac-
tice of the church is hostile to life,

The same means in the ight against a craving<as-
tration, extirpation-is instinctively chosen by those who
are too weak-willed, too degenerate, to be able to im-
pose rnoderation on themselves; by those who are so
constituted that they require La Trappe,r to use a ffgure
of speech, or (without any ffgure of speech) some kind
of deffnitive declaration of hostility, a cleft between
themselves and the passion. Radical meatu are indis-
pensable only for thi degenerate; the weakness of the
will-or, to speak more deffnitely, the inability rnt to
respond to a stimulus-is itself merely another form of
degeneration. The radical hostility, the deadly hostility
against sensuality, is always a symptom to reflect on: it
entitles us to suppositions concerning the total state of
one who is excessive in this manner.

l The Trappist Order.
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This hostility, this hatred, by the wan reaches its
climgx only when such types lack even the ffrmness for
this radical cure, for this renunciation of their "devil."
One should survey the whole history of the priests and
philosophers, including the artists: the most poisonous
things against the senses have been said not by the
impotent nor by ascetics, but by the impossible ascetics,
by those who really were in dire need of being ascetics.

t tt*'
The spiritualization of sensuality is called looe: it

represents a great triumph over Christianity. Another
triumph'is ow spiritualization of In$ility.It consists in
a profound appreciation of the value of having enemies:
in short, it means acting and thinking in the opposite
way from that which has been the rule. The church al-
ways wanted the destruction of its enemies; we, vr'e
immoralists and Antichristians, ffnd our advantage in
this, that the church exists. In the political realm too,
hostility has now become more spiritual-much more
sensible, much more thoughtful, much rnore considerate.
Almost every party understands how it is in the interest
of its own self-preservation that the opposition should
not lose all strength; the same is true of pgwer poliScs.
A new creation in particular-the new Reich, f.or ex'
ample-needs enemies more than friendsr in opposition
alone does it feel itself necessary, in opposition alone
does it become necessary.

Our attitude to the "internal enemy" is no different:
here too we have spiritualized hostility; here too we
have come to appreciate its value. The price of fruit-
fulness is to be rich in internal opposition; ASg-IglgAing
young-onlv-gs-]ong*as the soul d-ogr nqt str.etchjiself
enAlc-sire-geace- Not@T*as become more alien to
us than thal desideratum of former times, "peace of
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sdul," the ChrMian desideratum; there is nothing we
envy less than the moralistic cow and the fat happiness
of the good conscience. One has renortnced the great
tife whJn one renounces frar.--_- 

-- - +.*----"-<-
- 

Ginany caiei, to G sufr'peace of soul' is merely
a misunderstanding--someihing else, which lacks only a
more honest name. Without further ado or prejudice, a
ferv examples. '?eace of souf'can be, for one, the gentle
radiation of a rich animality into the moral (or religious)
sphere. Or the beginning of weariness, the ffrst shadow
of evening, of any kind of evening. Or a sign that the
air is humid, that south winds are approaching. Or un-
recognized gratitude for a good digestion (sometimes
called "love of rnan"). Or the attainment of calm by a
convalescent who feels a new relish in all things and
waits. Or the state which follows a thorough satisfaction
of our dominant passion, the well-being of a rare reple-
tion. Or the senile weakness of our will, our cravings, our
vices. Or laziness, persuaded by vanity to give itself
moral airs. Or the emergence of certainty, even a dread-
ful certainty, after long tension and torture by un-
certainty. Or the expression of maturity and mastery in
the midst of doing, creating, working, and willing--calm
breathing, dtairwd "freedom of the wilI." Tuilight ot
the ld.ol,*who knows? perhaps also only a kind of'peace of soul"

4
I reduce a principle to a formula. Every naturalism in

morality-that is, every healthy morality-is dominated
by an instinct of life; some commandment of life is ful-
filled by a determinate canon of "shalt" and "shalt not";
some inhibition and hostile element on the path of life is
thus removed. Anti-naturcl morality-that is, almost
every morality which has so far been taughg revered,
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and preached-turns, conversely, against the instincts
of life: it is condemnation of these instincts, now secret,
now gutspoken and impudent. When it says, *God looks
at thE\'ti.it-s3ys No_to both_the and the

F'elt"tl desirei'"oFlife, and pos$-6{as the enemg of
life.T'he saint in whomlGodddlights.is the ideal eunuch.
Life has corytoanlnd where the'kingden-of€orl3
begils/-

5
Once one has comprehended the outrage of such a

revolt against life as has become almost sacrosanct in
Christian morality, one has, fortunately, also compre-
hended something else: the futility, apparentness,-ab-
surdity, and mend.aciousness of such a revolt. A con-
demnation of life by the living remains in the end a
mere symptom of a certain kind of life: the question
whether it is justified or unjustiffed is not even raised
tho"by. One would require a position outside of life,
and yet have to know it as well as one, as many, as all
who have lived it, in order to be permitted even to
touch tlre problem of the oalue of life: reasons enough
to comprehend that this problem is for us an unalF
proachable problem. When we speak of values, we
speak with the inspiration, with tJ-re way of looking at
things, which is part of life: Iife itself forces us to posit
values; life itself values through us when we posit
values. From this it follows that even that anti-natural
morality which conceives of God as the counter-concept
and condemnation of life is only a value judgment of
lif*but of what life? of what kind of life? I have al-
ready given the answer: of declining, weakened, weary,
condemned life. Morality, as it has so far been under-
stood-as it has in the end been formulated once more
by Schopenhauer, as 'negation 

of the will to life"-is
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the very hstinct of decadence, which makes an impera-
tive of itself. It saysz "Perishl" It is a condemnation prG
nounced by the condemned.

6
Let us ffnally consider how naive it is altogether to

say: *Man ouglt to be such and suchl" Reality shows us
an enchanting wealth of types, the abundance of a
lavish play and change of forms-and some wretched
loafer of a rnoralist comments: "Not Man ought to be
difierent." He even knows what man should be-like, this
wretched bigot and prig: he paints himself on the wall
and comments,"Ecce homo!" But even when the moral-
ist addresses himself only to the single human being and
says to him, 'ifou ought to be such and such!" he does
not cease to make himself ridiculous. The single human
being is a piece of fatum from the front and from the
rear, one law rnore, one necessity more for all that is
yet to come and to be. To say to him, "Change yourselft'
is to demand that everything be changed, even retro-
actively. And indeed there have been consistent moral-
ists who wanted man to be difierent, that is, virtuous-
they wanted him remade in their own image, as a prig:
to that end, they negated the worldt No small madneJsl
No modest kind of immodestyl

Morality, insofar as it condntnns for its own sake, and
not out of regard for the concerns, considerations, and
contrivances of life, is a speciffc error with which one
oggh_t Io have no pity-an idiosgnuasy of degererates
which has caused immeasurable harm.

We others, we immoralists, have, converseln made
room in our hearts for every kind of understanding,
comprehending, and approoing. We do not easily ni
gat_e; we make it a point of honor to be affrmers. More
and more, our eyes have opened to that economy wlrich
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needs and knows how to utilize all that the holy wit-
lessness of the pries! of. the diseased reason in the priest,
rejects-that economy in the law of life which ffnds an
advantage even in the disgusting species of the prigs,
the priests, the virtuous. What advantage? But we our-
selves, we immoralists, are the answer.

TIIE FOUR CREAT ERRONS

I

The enor of confusfng carne anil effect. Therc is no
more dangerous error than that of mistaking the effect
for the cause: I call it the real corruption of reason. Yet
this error belongs among the most ancient and recent
habits of mankind: it is even hallowed among us and
goes by the name of 'religion" or -morality." Every
single sentence which religion and morality formulate
contains it; priests and legislators of moral codes are
the originators of this comrption of reason.

I give an example. Eierybody knows the book of the
famous Cornaro in which he recommends his slender
diet as a recipe for a long and happy life-a virtuous
one too. Few books have been read so much; even now
thousands of copies are sold in England every year. I
do not doubt that scarcely any book (except the Bible,
as is meet) has done as much harm, has shortenpd, as
many lives, as this well-intentioned curdosurn. The
reason: the mistaking of the effeet for the cause. The
worthy Italian thought his diet was the cause of. his long
life, whereas the precondition for a long life, the ex-
traordinary slowness of his metabolism, the consump-
tion of so litde, was the cause of his slender diet. He was
not free to eat little or much; his frugality was not a mat-
ter of 'free wilf': he became sick when he ate more. But
whoever is no carp not only does well to eat properly,
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'but 

needs to. A scbolar in our time, udth his rapid con-
sumption of nervous energy, would simply destroy him-
self with Coraaro's diet Crcde experto.L

o
The most general formula on which every religion

and morality is founded is: "Do this and that, refrain
from this and that-then you will be happyl Otherwise
. . ." Every morality, every religioru tis this imperative;
I call it the great original sin of reason, the immortal un-
teasotu. In my mouth, this formula is changed into its
.opposit*ffrst example of my "revaluation of all val-
'ues": a'well-turned-out human being, a 'trappy one,"
rnusf perform certain actions and shrinks instinctively
from other actions; he carries the order, which he rep-
resents physiologicalln into his relations with other
human beings aud things. In a formula: his virtue is the
effec't of. his happiness. A long Me, many descendants-
this is not the wages of virtue; rather virtue itself is
that slowing down of the metabolism which leads,
among other tlings, also to a long life, many descend-
ants-in short, to Cornari.sn.

The church and morality say: 'A generaHon, a
people, are destroyed by license and luxury." My ra.
cooeredreason says: when a people approaches destruc-
tion, when it degenerates physiologicalln then license
and luxury follou from this (namely, the craving for
ever shonger and more frequent stimulation, as every
exhausted nature knowi it). This young man turns pale
early and wilts; his friends say: that is due to this or
that disease. I say: that he became diseased, that he
did not resist the disease, was already the effect of an
impoverished life or hereditary exhaustion. The news-
paper reader says: this party destroys itself by making

r Telieve him who has triedl"
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such a mistake. My higher poliHcs says: a party which
makes such mistakes has reached its end; i[ has lost its
sureness of instinct. Every mistake in every sense is the
efrect of the degeneration of instinct, of the disintegra-
tion of the will: one could almost deffne what is bad in
this way. All that is good is instinct-and henee easy,
necessary, free. Laboriousness is an objection; the god is
hi"4ly difierent from the hero. (In my language:
Iight feet are the first attribute of divinity.)

3
The enor of afalse causality. People have believed at

all times that they knew what a cause is; but whence did
we take our knowledgmr more preciseln our faith
that we had such knowledge? From the realm of the
famous 'tnner facts,' of which not a single one has so
far proved to be factual. We believed ourselves to be
causal in the act of willing: we thought that here at
least we caught causaliEr in the act. Nor did one doubt
that all the antecedents of an act, its causes, were to be
sought in consciousness and would be found there onoe
sought-as 'motives": else one rvould not have been
free and responsible for it. Finally, who would have
denied that a thought is caused? that the ego causes
the thought?

Of these three 'inward facts" which seem to guaran-
tee causality, the ffrst and most persuasive is that of the
will as cause. The conception of a consciousness
('spirit") as a cause, and later also that of the ego as
cause (the 'subject"), are only afterbirths: ffrst the
causatty of the will was ffrmly accepted as given, as
enpirical.

I\{eanwhile we have thought better of it. Today we no
Ionger believe a word of all this. The 'inner world" is
full of phantoms and will-o'-the-wisps: the will is one of
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them. The will no longer moves anything, hence does
not explain anything either-it merely accompanies
events; it can also be absent. The so-called motioe: a*
other error. Merely a surfaee phenomenon of conscious-
ness, something alongside the deed that is more likely
to cover up the antecedents of the deeds than to repre-
sent them. And as for the ego! Thathas become a fable
a- ffgtio1, a play on words: it has altogether ceased to
think, feel, or willl

What follows from this? There are no mental causes at
all. The whole of the allegedly empirical evidence for
that has gone to the devil. That is-what followst And
what a ffne abuse we had pelpetrated with this 'empirical

evidenceo; we created the world on this basis as a world
of causes, a world of will, a world of spirits. The most
a_ncient and enduring psychology was ai work here and
did_not do anything else: all that happened was consid-
ered a doing, all doing the efiect ol-a will; the world
became to it a multiplicity of doers; a doer (a .sub.
je-ct") was slipped under all that happened. It was out
of himself that man projected his three'fttn., 12s1s'-
that in which he believed most ffrmln the will, the
spirit, the ego. He even took the concept of being from
the concept of the ego; he posited 'things' as .Ling,-
in his image, in accordance with his concept of the ego
as a cause. Small wonder that later he alviavs found"in
things only that uthich he had put into thei. fhe tl*g
itself, to say it once more, the concept of thing b a mere
reflex of the faith in the ego as ea-,rse. And"even your
atom, _my dear mechanists and physicists-how much
error, how mueh rudimentary psychology is still residual
in your_ atoml Not to mention the *thing-in-itself,- the
lwnendum pudcndarn of the metaphysici"anst The error
of the spirit as cause mistaken for reaiity! And made the
very measure of realityt And called Godl
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4
The eror of imaginnry causes. To begin with dreams:

ex post facto, a cause is slipped under a particular sen-
sation (for example, one following a far-ofi cannon shot)
-often a whole little novel in which tlle dreamer tums
up as the protagonist. The sensation endures meanwhile
in a kind of resonance: it waits, as it were, until the
causal instinct permits it to step into the foregound-
now no longer as a chance occrurence, but as'meaning.'
The cannon shot appears in a causal mode, in an aIF
parent reversal of time. What is really later, the moti-
vation, is experienced ffrst-often with a hundred de-
tails which pass like hghtning-and the shot foll.ous.
What has happened? The representations which were
proiluced by a certain state have been misunderstood as
its causes.

In fact, we do the same thing when awake. Most of
our general feelings-every kind of inhibition, pressure,
tension, and explosion in the play and counterplay of
onr organs, and particularly th" state of the nerans sym-
pothicuffixcite our causal instinct: we want to have
a reason for feeling this way or that-for feeling bad or
for feeling good. We are never satisffed merely to state
&e fact that we feel this way or that: we admit this fact
only-become conscious of it only-when we have fur-
nished some kind of motivation. Memory, which swings
into action in such cases, unknown to us, brings up
earlier states of the same kind, together with the causal
intelpretations associated with thern-not their real
caulcs. The faitlr, to be sure, that such representationg
such accompanying conscious processes, are the carxteq
is also brought forth by memory. Thus originates a
habitud acceptance of a particular causal interpreta-
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tion, whiclr, as e matter of fact, inhibits any investiga-
tion into the real cnrs€tv€n precludes it

5
The psgchobglcal erplawtion of this. To derive

something unknown from something familiar relieves,
comforts, and satisffes, besides $ving a feeling of power.
With the unknowq one is confronted with danger, dis-
comforg and care; the ffnt instinct is to abolish these
painful states. First principle: any explanation is better
than none. Since at bottom it is merely a matter of wish-
ing to be rid of oppressive representations, one is not too
particular about the means of getting rid of them: the
ffrst representation that e4plains the unknown as famil-
iar feels so good that one 'tonsiders it true." The proof
of pleasure ("of sbength') as a criterion of truth.

the causal instinct is thus conditional upon, and er-
cited bn the feeling of fear. The "why?" shall, if at all
p,ossible, not $ve the cause for its own sake so much ag
for a partiatl$ Hnd of causea cause that is comfort-
iog, liberating, and relieving. That it is something already
familiar, e4perienced, and inscribed in the memory,
which is posited as a cause,'that is the ffrst consequence
of this need. That which is new and strange and has
not been experienced before, is excluded as a cause.
thus one searches not only for some kind of explanation
to serve as a cause, but for a particularly selected and
preferred kind of explanatiorr-that which has most
quickly and most frequently abolished the feeling of
the strange, nenr, and hitherto unexperienced: the mogf
habtanl explanations. Conseguence: one kind of posit-
ing of causes predominates more and more, is concen-
trated into a systerL and ffnally emerges as dominant,
that is, as simply precluding other causes and explana-
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tions. The banker immediately thinks of 'businessr'the

Christian of 'sir1" and the girl of her love.

6
The whole realm of morality and. religion belnngs

uder this corwept of funginary cawes. The "explana-
tion" of d.i,sagreeable general feelings. They are pro-
duced by beings that are hostile to us (evil spirits: the
most famous cas*the misunderstanding of the hyster-
ical as witches). They are produced by acts which can-
not be approved (the feeling of 'sin,o of "sinfulness," is
rlipp.d under a physiological discomfort; one always
ffnds reasons for being dissatisffed with oneself). They
are produced as punishments, as payment for something
we should not have done, for what we should not have
bem (impudently generaliznd. by Schopenhauer into a
principle in which morality appears as what it really
is-as the very poisoner and slanderer of life: 'Every

great pain, whether physical or spiritual, declares what
we deserve; for it could not come to us if we did not
deserve it." World, asWill and. Representotinn II, 666).
they are produced as eftects of ill-considered actions
that turn out badly. (Here'the affects, the senses, are
posited as causes, as 'guilty"; and physiological calam-
ities are inteqpreted with the help of other calamities as
'deserved.")

The "explanatiof of agreeable general feelings. They
are produced by trust in God. They are produced by
the consciousness of good deeds (the so-called'good
sen5sisnss"-tr physiolo$cal state rilhich at times looks
so much like good digestion that it is hard to tell them
apart). They are produced by the successful termina-
tion of some ente{prise (a naive fallacy: the successful
termination of some enterprise does not by any means
give a hypochondriac or a Pascal agreeable general
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feelings). They are produced bv faith, charity, and hope
-the Christian virtues.

In truth, all these supposed explanations are result-
ant states and, as it were, translations of pleasurable or
unpleasurable feelings into a false dialect: one is in a
stale of hope because the basic physiological feeling is
once again strong and rich;@
the-fe€@ves-Hense of r€st;
IUorality ind religion belong altogether to the psyclnl'
ogV ofbnot in every single case, cause and effect are

"infur"a; 
or tmth ii confused with the efiects of. be'

lieoingsomething to be true; or a state of consciousness
is confused with its causes.'

The enor of free u:ill. Today we no longer have any
pity for the concept of "free will": we know only too
well what it really is-the foulest of all theologians'
artiffces, aimed at rnaking mankind "responsible" in
their sense, {:h at is, dependent upon thetn. Here I simply
supply..the psychology of all'making responsible."

Wherevei responsibilities are sought, it is usually the
instinct of wanting to iudge and puirish which is at work
Becoming has beert deprived of its innocence when any
being
to acts of. responsibility: the- doctrinp- .qf=ltt"
been inverited?ssentially for the puqpose of punishment,

is traced back to will, to purposes, .
iliw: the doctrine of the will has I

"Uy 
f"rTe p"tpose of punish*T,: I

that is, because one wanted to impute guilt. The entire
old psychology, the psychology of will, was conditioned
by the fact that its originators, the priests at the head
of ancientcoinmunitie$o wanted to create for themselves
the r-rght to punish*<r wanted to create this right for -

9qd.Y:pf$a considered'f*"1tg that they might be:they might be
miglrt'becomeiudgetr"-and punishefi;so that they miglrt'become

guilty: conseguently, every act had to becdnsidered as
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willed, and the origin of every act had to be considered
as lying within the consciousness (and thus the most
fundamental counterfeit in psychologicis was made the
principle of psychology itself).

Today, as we have entered into the reverse movement
and we immoralists are trying with all our strength to
take the concept of guilt and the concept of punishment
out of the world again, and to cleanse psychology, his-
tory, nature, and social institutions and sanctions of
them, there is in our eyes no more radical opposition
than that of the theologians, who continue with the
concept of a'moral world-order" to infect the innocence
of becoming by means of "punishment" and 'guilt."

Christianity is a metaphysics of. the hangman.

8
What alone can be our doctrine? That no one gioes

man his qualities-neither God, nor society, noi his
parents and ancestors, nor he himself. (The nonsense of
the last idea was taught as 'tntelligible freedom" by
Kant-perhaps by Plato already.) No one is responsible
for man's being there at all, for his being such-and-such,
or for his being in these circumstances or in this en-
vironment. The fatality of his essence is not to be dis-
entangled from the fatality of all that has been and
will be. Man is not the efiect of some special pu{pose,
of a will, and end; nor is he the object of an attempt to
attain an 'ideal of humanity'' or an'ideal of happiness"
or an'ideal of morality." It is absurd to wish to devolve
one's essence on some end or other. We have invented
the concept of "end": in realiw there is no end.

one jsir""rr"ry, @, orre
belongs to the wholg one is in the whole; there is
nothing which could judge, measure, compare, or sen-
tence our being, for that would mean judging, measur-
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ing, comparing, or sentencing the whole. But there is
ttoiiling besid6s the whole. that nobody is held re-
sponsiEle any longer, that the mode of being may_not
6e traced back to a causa prima, that the world does
not form a unity either as a sensorium or as 'tpirit"-

that alone is the great liberation; with this alone is the
innocence of becoming restored. The concept of'God"
was until now the greatest objection to existence. We
deny God, we deny the responsibility in God: only
thereby do we redeem the world.

THE 
'rMpnovERs" oF !. fANrrNn

1

My demand upon the philosopher is known, that he
take his standbeyond good and evil and leave the illu-
sion of moral judgment beneath himself. This demand
follows from an insight which I was the ffrst to formu-
late: that there arc altogether no rnoral fccts. Moral
judgments agree with religious ones in believing in
realities which are no realities. Morality is merely an
interpretation of certain phenomena-more precisely,
a misinterpretation. Moral judgments, Iike religious ones,
belong to a stage of ignorance at which the very concept
of the real and the distinction between what is real and
imaginary, are still lacking; thus "truth," at this stage,
designates all sorts of things which we today call "imag-
inings." Moral judgments are therefore never to be taken
literally: so understood, they always contain mere ab-
surdity. Semeiotically, however, they remain invaluable:
they reveal, at least for those who know, the most valu-
able realities of cultures and inwardnesses which did
not know enough to ounderstand" themselves. Morality
is mere sign language, mere symptomatology: one must
know what it is all about to be able to profit from iL
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,
A ftrst example, quite provisional. At all times they

have wanted to 'improve" menr this above all was
called morality. Under the samc word, however, the
most divergent tendencies are concealed. Both the farn-
ing of the beast, man, and the brceding of a particular
kind of man have been called 'improvement " Such
zoological terms are required to express the realities-
realities, to be sure, of which the typical'improver," the
priest, neither knows anytbing, nor wants to know any-
thing.

To call the taming of an animal its 'improvement'

sounds almost like a ioke to our ears. Whoever knows
what goes on in menageries doubts that the beasts are-improved" there. They are weakened, they are made
less harmful, and through the depressive ellect of fear,
through pain, through wounds, and through hunger they
become sickly beasts. It is no different with the tamed
man whom the priest has 'improved." In the early Mid-
dle Ages, when the church was indeed, above all, a
menagerie, the most beautiful specimens of the "blond
beast" were hunted down everywhere; and the noble
Teutons, for example, were improved." But how did
such an'improved" Teuton who had been seduced into
a monastery look afterward? Like a caricature of man,
Iike a miscarriage: he had become a "sinner," he was
stuck in a cage, imprisoned among all sorts of tenible
concepts. And there he lay, sick, miserable, malevolent
against himself: full of hatred against the springs of
life, full of suspicion against all that was still strong
and happy. In short, a "Christian.n .

Physiologically speaking: in the struggle with beasts,
to make them sick maq be the only means for making
them weak. This the ciurch unders-tood: it raircd r,ai
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it weakened hinr--but it claimed to have "improved"
hftn.

3
Let us consider the other case of socalled morality,

the case of. breeding a particular race and kind. The
most magniffcent example of this is fumished by Indian
morality, sanctioned as religion in the form of "the law
of Manu." Here the task set is to breed no less than
four races at once: one priestln one warlike, one for
trade and agriculture, and ffnally a race of servants, the
Sudras. Obviously, we are here no longer among animal
tamers: a kind of man that is a hundred times milder
and more reasonable is the condition for even conceiv-
ing such a plan of breeding. One heaves a sigh of relief
at leaving the Christian atmosphere of disease and dun-
geons for this healthier, higher, and, uid.er world. How
wretched is the New Testament compared to Manu,
how foul it smells!

Yet this organization too found it necessary to be
terrible-this time not in the struggle with beasts, but
with their counter-concept, the unbred man, the mish-
mash man, the chandala. And again it had no other
means for heeping him from being dangerous, for mak-
ing him weak, than to make him sicft-it was the 6ght
with the 'great number." Perhaps there is nothing that
contradicts our feeling more than tlrese protective meas-
ures of Indian morality. The third edict, for example
(Avadana-Sastra I), %n impure vegetables,' ordains
that the only nourishment permitted to the chandala
shall be garllc and onions, seeing that the holy scripture
prohibits giving them grain or fruit with grains, or
water or ffre. The same edict orders that the water they
need may not be taken from rivers or wells, nor from
ponds, but only from the approaches to swamps and
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from holes made by the footsteps of animals. They are
also prohibited from washing their laundry and ftom
uaslfing themsehses, since the water they are conceded
as an act of grace may be used only to quench thirst.
Fina\ a prohibition that Sudra women may not assist
chandala women in childbirth, and a prohibition that
the latter may not assist each other is this condition.

The success of such sanitary police measures was
inevitable: murderous epidemics, ghastly venereal dis-
eases, and thereupon again "the law of the knife,"
ordaining circumcision for male children and the re-
moval of the internal labia for female children. Manu
himself says: "The chandalas are the fruit of adultery,
incest, and crime (these, the necessary consequences of
tlle concept of breeding). For clothing they shall have
only rags from corpses; for dishes, broken pots; for
adornment old iron; for divine services, only evil spirits.
They shall wander without rest from place to place.
They are prohibited from writing from left to right
and from using the right hand in writing: the use of the
right hand and of fromJeft-to-right is reserved for the
virtuous, for the people of. racei

4
Ihese regulations are instructive enough: here we

encounter for once Aryan humanity, quite pure, quite
primordial-we learn that the concept of "pure blood'
is the opposite of a harmless concept. On the other hand,
it becomes clear in which people the hatred, the chan-
dala hatred, against this 'humaneness" has etemalized
itself, where it has become religion, where it has be-
come genius. Seen in this perspective, the Gospels rep-
resent a document of prime importance; even more, the
Book of Enoch. Christianity, sprung from Jewish roots
and comprehersible only as a growth on this soil" rep-
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resents the counter-movement to any morality of breed-
ing, of race, of privilege: it is the arti-Aryan religion
par excellence. Christianity-the revaluation of all
Aryan values, tle victory of chandala values, the gospel
preached to the poor and base, the general revolt of all
the downhodden, the wretched, the failures, the less
favored, against "racejz the undying chandala hatred
as the rcligion of looe.

5
The morality of. breed,ing and the morality of tatning

are, in the means they use, entirely worthy of each
other: we may proclaim it as the supreme principle
that, to make morakty, one must have the unconditional
will to its opposite. This is the great, the uncanny
problem which I have been pursuing the longest: the
psychology of the "improvers" of rnankind. A small, and
at bottom modest fact-that of the so-called, pia fmusr
--+ffered me the ffrst approach to this problem: tlle
pia fraus, the heirloom of all philosophers and priests
who "improved" mankind. Neither Manu nor Plato nor
Confucius nor the Jewish and Christian teachers have
ever doubted their right to lie. They have not doubted
that they had very different rights too. Expressed in a
formula, one might sayt all the means by which one
has so far attempted to make mankind moral were
through and through immoral.

.WHAT 
THE GENMANS LACK

1

Among Germans today it is not enough to have
spirit: one must arrogate it, one must have the arroganee
to have spirit

1'Holy lie.-
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Perhaps I know the Germans, perhaps I may even tell

them some truths. The new Germany represents a large
quantum of fitness, both inherited and acquired by train-
ing, so that for a time it may expand its accumulated
store of strength, even squander it. It is rtot a high cul-
ture that has thus become the master, and even less a
delicate taste, a noble "beauty" of the instincts; but
more ohile virtues than any other countqy in Europe can
show. Much cheerfulness and self-respecf much-assur-
ance in social relations and in the reciprocality of duties,
much industriousness, much perseveranc*and an irr
herited moderation which needs the spur rather than
the brake. I add that here one still obeys without feel-
ing that obedience humiliates. And nobody despises his
opponent.

One will notice that I wish to be just to the Germans:
I do not want to break faith with rnyself here. I must
therefore also state my objections to them. One pays
h*urly for coming to power: pnwer makes stupid. The
Germans-once they were called the people of thinken:
do they think at all today? The Germans are now bored
with the spirit, the Germans now mistrust the spirit;

, * lolitics swallows up all serious concern for really spir-
I f\*ituat matters. Deuischlard., Deutschlnnd titer itlei*l
t ltte"t that was the end of German philosophy.' 

"Are there any German philosophers? Are there Ger-
man poets? fue there good German books?" they ask
me abroad. I blush; but with the courage which I main-
tain even in desperate situations I reply: 'Well, Bis-
marck." Would it be permissible for me to confess what
books are read today? Accursed instinct of mediocrityl

What the German spint mtghtbe-who has not had
his melancholy ideas about thatl But this people has
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deliberatd made itself stupid, for nearly a millennium:
nowhere have the two great European narcotics, alcohol
and Christianity, been abused more dissolutely. Re-
cently even a third has been added<ne that alone
would be sufficient to dispatch all ffne and bold flexi-
bility of the spirit-rnusic, our constipated, constipating
German musie.

How much disgruntled heaviness, lameness, d*P
ness, dressing gowehow much beer there is in the
German intelligence! How is it at all possible that young
men who dedicate their lives to the most spiritual goals
do not feel the ffrst instirrct of spirituality, the upirifc
lnstinct of self-ptesenmtiot*and drink beer? The alco-
holism of the young scholars is perhaps no question
mark conceming their scholarliness-without spirit one
can still be a great scholar-but in every other respect
it remains a problem. Where would one not ffnd the
gentle degeneration which beer produces in the spirit?
Once, in a c:ue that has almost become famous, I put
my ffnger on such a degeneratior-the degeneration of
our number-oire German free spirit, the clewr David
Strauss, into the author of e beer-bench gospel and
'new faith." It was not for nothing that he had rnade
his vow to tbe 'fair bnrnette" 1 in vers*loyalty unto
death.

3
I was speaking of the German spirit: it is becoming

cruder, it is becoming shallower. Is that enough? At
bottom, it is something quite different that alarms me:
how German seriousness, German depth, C,erman pac-
sron in spiritual matters are declining more and mora
The verve has changed, not just the intellectuality. Here
and there I come into contact with German universities:

l Teer.-
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what an atmosphere prevails among their scholars, what
desolate spirituality---and how contented and lukewarm
it has becomel It would be a profound misunderstand-
ing if one wanted to adduce German science against
rne-it would also be proof that one has not read a
word I have written. For seventeen years I have never
tired of calling attention to the deuplrltualztng influ-
ence of our current science-indusey. The hard helotism
to which t}te tremendous range of the sciences c.on-
demns every scholal today is a main reason why those
with a fuller, richer, prolounder disposition no longer
find a congenial education and congenial educators.
There is nothing of which our culture suffers more than
of the superabundance of pretentious jobbers and frag-
ments of humanity; our universities are, against their will"
the real hothouses for this kind of withering of the
instincts of the spirit. And the whole of Europe already
has some idea of this-power politics deceives nobody.
Gerrrany is considered more and more as Europe's flat-
hnd. I am still looking for a German with whom I
might be able to be serious in my own.way-and how

lmuch more for one with whom I might be cheerfull
Tuilight of the ldols: who today would comprehend
from what seriousness a philosopher seeks recreation
here? Our cheerfulness is what is most incomprehensible
about us.

4
. Even a rapid estimate shows that it is not only

obvious that German culture is declining but that there
is suftcient reason for that. In the end, no one can spend.
more than he has: that is tme of the individual, it is
true of a people. If one spends oneself for power, for
power politics, for economics, world trade, parliamen-
tarianism, and military interests-if one spends in thfs
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direction the quantum of understanding, seriousness,
will, and self-overcoming which one represents, then
it will be lacking for the other direction.

Culture and the state<ne should not deeeive one-
t "Kultur-Staof is merely

other, one thrives at
the expense of the other. All ages of culture are
ages of political decline: wtra@
W even anti-politbol. Coeth€s
heart opened at the phenomenon of Napoleon-it
closed at the'"\Mars of Liberation." At the same moment
when Gerrnany comes up as a great power, France'
gairx a new importance as a cultural poueL Even today
rnuch new seriousness, much new passion of the spirit
have migrated to Paris; the question of pessimism, for
example, the question of Wagner, and almost all psy-
chological and artistic questions are there weighed
incomparably more delicately and thoroughly thau in
Germany-the Germans are altogether incapable of thir
kinil of seriousness. In the history of European culture
the rise of the 

'RebW 
means one thing above all: a 1

displacement of the center of gravity. It is already I
known everywhere: in what matters most-and that I
always remains cultur+the Germans are no longer'
worthy of consideration. One asks: Can you point to
even a single spirit who counts from a European point
of view, as your Goethe, your Hegel, your Heinrich
Heing your Schopenhauer counted? That there is no
longer a single German philosopher-about that there
is no end of astonishment.

5
The entire system of higher education in Germany

has lost what matters most: the end as well as the
means to the end. That education, t-hat Bild;ung, is itself
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en end-and not uthe RiicH-arnd tlrat educatorc arc
needed to that end, and nof secondary-school teachers
and university scholars-that has been forgotten. Edu-
cators are needed who have themselves been educated,
superior, noble spirits, proved at every moment, proved
by words and silence, representing culture which has
grown ripe and sweet-not the leamed louts whom
secondary schools and universities today ofier our youth
as "higher wet nurses.- Educators are laeking, not
counting the most exceptional of exceptions, the very
ffrst condition of education: hence the-decline of Gei-
man culture. Onp of this rarest of exceptions is my vener-
able friend, Jacob Burckhardt in Basel: it is primarily
to him that Basel owes its pre-eminence in humaneness.

What the 'lhigher schools" in Germany really
achieve is a brutal tmining, designed to prepire hugl
numbers of young men, with as little loss of time as
possiblg to become usable, abusable, in govemment
service. 'Hrgher education" and huge numbers-that
is a conhadiction to start with. All higher education
belongs only to the exception: one must be privileged
to have a right to so high a privilege. All great, all
beautiful things can never be common propertyz puL
chrum est paucorum homirwm, What conditions the
decline of German cultureP That'higher education" is
no longer a privilege-the democratism of Bililung,
which has become dsornrnen"-too common. Let it
not be forgotten that rnilitary privileges really compel
an all-too-great atteudance in the higher schools, and
thus their downfall,

In present-day Germany no one is any longer free to
give his children a noble education: our'higher schools-
are all set up for the most ambiguous mediocrity, with
their teachers, curricula, and teaching aims. And every-
rvhere an indecent haste prevails, as if something would
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be lost if the young man of twenty-three were not yet
'ffnished," or if he did not yet know the answer to the
*main question"r uhich calling? A higher kind of hu-
man be'ing, if I may say so, io"t t Jt [ke "-callings,'
precisely Secause he knows himself to be called. He has
Iime, he takes time, he does not even think of 'ffnish-

ing": at thirty one is, in the sense of high culture, a
beginner, a child. Our overcrowded secondary schools,
our overworked, stupeffed secondary-school teachers'
are a scandal: for one to defend such conditions, as the
professors at Heidelberg did recently, there may per-
haps be c{nrs€B-reasons there

6
I put forward at once-lest I break with my styla

which is ffirmatioe and deals with contradiction and
criticism only as a means, only involuntarily-the three
tasks for which educators are required. One must learn
to see, one must learn to think, one must learn to speak
and write: the goal in all three is a noble culture. LearG
ing to .sea-accustoming the eye to calmness, to Pa- 1!\
tience, to letting things come up to it; postponing ;
judgment, learning to go around and grasp each indi- *1f
vidual case from all sides. That is the frsf preliminary 

"aschooling for spirituality: not to react at once to a j)
stimrrlus, but to gai
cluding instincts. Learning to-EEFTffi-derstand it,-i5-
alriioiiilhaTinphilosopf,ically speaking, is called a
strong will: the essential feature is precisely nof to 'will.'
-to be able to suspend decision. All un-spirituafity, all
vulgar commonness, depend on the inability to resist a
stimulus: oae rnusf react, one follows every impulse. In
many cases, such a compulsion is already pathology,
decline, a symptom of exhaustiorr-almost everything
that unphilosophical crudity designates with the word
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'vice" is merely this physiological inability nat to reacil-
A practical application of having learned to see: as a
learner, one will have become altogether slow, mistrust-
ful recalcitranl One will let strange, new things of
every kind come up to oneself, inspecting them with
hostile calm and withdrawing one's hand. To have all
doors standing open, to lie servilely on one's stomach
before every little fact, always to be prepared for the
leap of putting oneself into the place of, or of plunging
into, 'others and other things-in short, the famous
modern 'objectivity' is had^ taste, is igtnble par excel-
lence U l',,r1 t 'f alri*ererrll

7
Leaming to thlrlfr,: in our schools one no longer has

any idea of this. Bven in the universities, even among
the real scholars of philosophy, logic as a theory, as a
practice, as a uaft, is beginning to die out. One need
only read German books: there is no longer the remotest
recollection that thinking requires a technique, a teach-
ing curriculum, a will to mastely-that thinking wants
to be leamed lfte dancing, as a kind of dancing. Who
among Cermans still hrows from experience the deli-
cate shudder which light feet in spiritual matters send
into every muscle? The stiff clumsiness of the spiritual
gesture, the bungling hand at grasping-that is Ger-
man to such a degree that abroad one mistakes it for
the German character as such" The Gemran has no
fingers for nuances.

That the Germans have been able to stand their
philosophers at all, especially that most deformed con-
cept-cripple of all time, the grea Kant provides not a
bad notion of German grace. For one cannot subtract
dancing in every form from a noble education-to
be able to dance with one's feet, with concepts, witb
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words: need I still add that one must be able to do it
with the pen too-that one must learn to tniteP But at
this point I should become completely enigmatic for
German readers.

STINMISIIES OF AN UNTIMELY MAN

I

My impossible otles. Senpca: or the toreador of virtue.
Rousseau: or the return to nature in impuris naturalibus.
Schifler: or the Moral-Trumpeter of Sackingen. Dante:
or the hyena who writes poetry in tombs. Kant; or cant
as an intelligible character. Vbtor Httgo: or the pharos
at t*re sea of nonsense. Liszt: or the school of smooth-
ness-with \ilomen. George Sand,: or lac'tea ubertas-
in translation, the milk cow with "a beautiful style."
Mbhelet: or the enthusiasm which takes off its coat.
Cadyl.e: or pessimism as a poorly digested dinner. Joha
Stuort Mill: or insulting clarity. I*s frdres dp Gorwourt:
or the two Ajaxes in baftle with Homer-music by
O$enbach. Zoln: or "the delight in stinking."

2

Renan. Theology: or the comrption of reason by
'original sin" (Christianity). Witness Renan who, when-
ever he risks a Yes or No of a more general nature,
scores a miss with painful regularity. He wants, for
example, to weld together Ia scietwe and la rcblpsse:
but la science belongs with democracy; what could be
plainer? With no little ambition, he wishes to represent
an aristocracy of the spirit: ybt at the same time he is
on his knees before its very counter-doctrine, the 6oat
gile des humble*and, not only on his knees. To what
avail is all free-spiritedness, modemity, mockery, and
w1y-neck suppleness, if in one's guts one is still a Chris-
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tian, a Catholic-in fact, a priestl Renan is most inven'
tive, just like a Jesuit and father confessor, when it
comes to seduction; his spirituality does not even lack
the broad fat popish smile-like all priests, he becomes
dangerous only when he loves. Nobody can equal him
when it comes to adoring in a manner endangering life
itself. This spirit ol Renan's, a spirit which is enervated,
is one more calamity for poor, s-ick, will-tick France.

3
Sahtte Beuoe. Nothing of virility, full of petty wrath

against all virile spirits. Wanders around, cowardly,

"irionr, 
bored, eaveidropping-a female at bottom, with

a female's lust for revenge and a female's sensuality.-As
a psychologist, a geniui of. mddisonoa,l inexhaustibly
rich in meins to that end; no one knows better how to
mix praise with poison. Plebeian in the lowest instincts
and related to the ressentiment of Rousseau: conse-
quently, a romantic*for underneath all romantisme lie
{he grunting and greed of Rousseau's instinct for re-
vengi. A rJvolutionary, but still pretty well harnessed
by fear. Without freedom when confronted with any-
tliing strong (public opinion, the Academy, -the court,
even Port Royal). Embittered against_everything great
in men and fhings, against whatever believes in itself.
Poet and half-female enough to sense the great as a
power; always writhing like the famous worm because
ie always fiels stepped upon. As a critic, without any
standard, steadiness, and backbone, with the cosmo-
politan libertine's tongue for a medley -of things, but
ivithout the courage even to confess his li.bertirwge' As
a historian, without philosophy, without the power of the
philosophical ey*hetce declining tfre t-as\ of jud-ging

in all iigniffcant matterg hiding behind the mask of
t "Slander."
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'objectivity.'It is difierent with his attitude to allthings
in which a ffne, well-worn taste is the highest tribunal:
there he really has the courage to stand by himself and
delight in himself-there he is a master. In some re-
spects, a preliminary version of Baudelaire.

4
De lmitatione Christt is one of those books which I

cannot hold in my hand without a physiological reac-
tion: it exudes a perfume of the Eternal-Feminine
which is strictly for Frenchmen-or Wagnerians. This
saint has a way of talking about love which arouses
even Parisian women to curiosity. I am told that that
cleverest of Jesuits, A. Comte, who wanted to lead his
Frenchmen to Rome via the detour of science, found
his inspiration in tlris book. I believe it: "the religion of
the heart.'

5
G. Eliot. They are rid of the Christian God and now

believe all the more ffrmly that they must cling to
Christian morality. That is an English consistency; we
do not wish to hold it against little moralistic females I
la Eliot. In England one must rehabilitate oneself after
every little emancipation from theology by showing in
a veritably awe-inspiring manner what a moral fanatic
one is. That is the penance they pay there.

We others hold otherwise. When one gives up the
Christian faith, one pulls the right to Christian morality
out from under one's feet. This morality is by no means
self-evident: this point has to be exhibited again and
again, despite the English fatheads. Christianity is a
system, a uhole view of things thought out together.
By breaking one main concept out of it, the faith in
God, one breaks the whole: nothing necessary remains
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in one's hands. Christianity presupposes that man does
not know, cannot know, what is good for him, what
evil: he believes in God, who alone knows it. Christian
morality is a command; its origin is transcendent; it is
beyond all criticism, all right to criticism; it has truth
only if God is the truth-it stands and falls with faith
in God.

amrm-ttte English actually believe that they lnow
'intuitively" what is good and evil, when they there-
fore suppose that they no longer require Christianity
as the guarantee of moralitn we merely witness the
ef ects of the dominion of the Christian value iudgment
and an expression of the strength and depth of this
dominion: such that the origin of English morality has
been forgotten, such that the very conditional character
of its right to existence is no longer felt. For the English,
morality is not yet a problem.

6

George Sanil. I read the frrst Lettres tun rngageur:
like everything that is descended from Rousseau, false,
fabricated, bellows, exaggerated. I cannot stand this
motley wallpaper style any more than the mob aspi-
ration for gellerous feelings. The worst feature, to be
sure, is the female's coquetry with male attributes, with
the manners of naughty boys. How cold she must
have been throughout, this insufierable artistt She
wound herself like a clock-and wrote. Cold, like Hugo,
like Balzac, like all the romantics as soon as they tools
up poetic invention. And how self-satisffed she may
have lain there all the while, this fertile writing-cow
who had in her something German in the bad sense,
like Rousseau himself, her master, and who in any
case was possible only during the decline of French
tastel But Renan reveres her.
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7
Moral for psgchologists. Not to go in for backstairs

psychology. Neier to observe in order to observel That

!iu"r a fiise perspective, leads to squinting and some-
Ihing forced ind exaggerated. Experience as the rpish
to eiperience does not succeed. One rnttst not eye one-
self while having an experience; else the eye becomes
'an evil eye.- dborn piychologist guards instinctively
against seling in ordef to see; the same is true of the
b6rn painter. He never works "from nature'; he leaves
it to fris instinct, to his'camera obscura, to sift through
and express the *case,- 'nature,' that which { 

'eile-

riencedl,'He is conscious only of what is general, of the
conclusion, the result: he does not know arbitrary ab'
stractions from an individual case.

What happens when one proceeds difierently? For
example, if, in the rnanner of the Parisian novelists, one
goes in for baclatairs psychology and deals in gos_sip'
wholesale and retail? Then one lies in wait for reality,
as it were, and every evening one brings home a hand-
ful of curiosities. But note what ffnally comes of all
this: a heap of splotches, a mosaic at best, but in any
case something added together, something restless, a
mess of screaming colors. The worst in this respect is
accomplished by the Goncourts; they do not put
three sentences together without really hurting the eye,
the psychologist's eye.

Nature, estimated artistically, is no model. It exagger-
ates, it distorts, it leaves gaps. Nature is chance. To
study'from natureo seems to me to be a bad sign:-it
betriys submission, weakness, fatalism; this lying in the
dust before petit faits is unworthy of a uhol'e artist. To
see uhat fs-that is the mark of another kind of spirif
the anti-artistic, the factual. One must know rpho one is.
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I
Toward a psgchology of the artist. If there is to be

art, if there is to be any aesthetic doing and seeing, one
physiological condition is indispensable: frenzy. Frenzy
must first have enhanced the excitability of the whole
machine; else there is no art. All kinds of frenzy, how-
ever diversely conditioned, have the strength to ac-
complish this: above all, the fuenzy of sexual excitement,
this most ancient and original form of frenzy, Also the
frenzy that follows all great cravings, all strong affects;
the frenzy of feasts, contests, feats of daring, victory,
all extreme movement; the frenzy of cruelty; the
f,renzy in destruction; the frenzy under certain meteoro-
logical influences, as for example the frenzy of spring;
or under the influence of narcotics; and finally the
f.renzy of will, the frenzy of an overcharged and swollen
will. What is essential in such frenzy is the feeling of
increased strength and fullness. Out of this feeling one
lends to things, one forces them to accePt from us, one
violates them-this process is called i'dealizittg. Let us
get rid of a prejudice here: idealizing does not consist,
as is commonly held, in subtracting or discounting the
petty and inconsequential. What is decisive is rather a
lremendous drive to bring out the main features so that
tlre others disappear in the process.

9
In this state one enriches everything out of one's

own fullness: whatever one sees, whatever one wills,
is seen swelled, taut, strong, overloaded rvith strength.
A man in this state transforms things until they mirror
his power-until they are reflections of his perfection.
Thii haoing fo transform into perfection is-art. Even
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everything that he is not yet, becomes for him an occa-
sion of joy in hirnself; in art man enjoys himself as per-
fection.

It would be permissible to imagine an opposite state,
a specific anti-artistry by instinct-a mode of being
which would impoverish all things, making them thin
and consumptive. And, as a matter of fact, history is rich
in such anti-artists, in such people who are starved by
life and must of necessity grab things, eat them out,
and make them more meager. This is, for example, the
case of the genuine Christian--of Pascal, for example:
a Christian who would at the same time be an artist
simply does not occur. One should not be childish and
object by naming Raphael or some homeopathic Chris-
tian of the nineteenth century: Raphael said Yes,
Raphael ilid Yes; consequently, Raphael was no Chris-
tian.

lo
What is the meaning of the conceptual opposites

which I have introduced into aesthetics, ATtollinian. and
Dbnysian, both conceived as kinds of frenzy? The
Apollinian frenzy excites the eye above all, so that it
gains the power of vision. The painter, the sculptor, the
epic poet are visionaries par excellence. In the Diony-
sian state, on the other hand, the rvhole afrective sytem
is excited and enhanced: so that it discharges all its
means of expression at once and drives foith simul-
taneously the porver of representation, imitation, trans-
figuration, transformation, and every kind of mirnicking
and acting. The essential feature here remains the ease
of metamorphosis, the inability not to react (similar to
certbin hysterical types who also, upon any suggestion,
enter into ony role). It is impossible for the Dionysian
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type not to understand any suggestion; he does not
overlook any sign of an affect; he possesses the instinct
of understanding and guessing in the highest degree,
just as he commands the art of communication in the
highest degree. He enters into any skin, into any afiect:
he constantly transforms himself.

Music, as we understand it todan is also a total
excitement and a total discharge of the affects, but
even so only the remnant of a much fuller world of
expression of the affects, a mere residue of the Diony-
sian histrionicism. To make music possible as a separate
art, a number of senses, especially the muscle sense,
have been immobilized (at least relatively, for to a
certain degree all rhythm still appeals to our muscles);
so that man no longer bodily imitates and represents
everything he feels. Nevertheless, that is really the
normal Dionysian state, at least the original state. Musie
is the specialization of this state attained slowly at the
expense of those faculties which are most closely related
to it.

l l

The actor, the mime, the dancer, the musician, and
the lyric poet are basically related in their instincts and,
at bottom, one-but gradually they have become spe-
cialized and separated from each other, even to the
point of mutual opposition. The lyric poet remained
united with the rnusician for the longest time; the actor,
with the dancer.

The architecf represents neither a Dionysian nor an
Apollinian state: here it is the great act of will, the
will that moves mountains, the frenzy of the great will
which aspires to art. The most powerful human beings
have always inspired architects; the architect has al-
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ways been under the spell of power. His buildings are
supposed to render pride visible, and the victory over
gravit/, the witl to power. Architeeture is a kind of
eloquence of power in forms-now persuading, even
fattering, now only commanding. The highest feeling
of power and sureness ffnds expression in a grand, style,
The power which no longer needs any proof, which
spurns pleasing, which does not answer lightly, which
feels no witness near, which lives oblivious of all op-
position to it, which reposes within itself, fatalisticalln
a law among laws-that speaks of itself as a grand style.

t2

I have been reading the life of Thomas Carlyle, this
unconscious and involuntary f.aree, this heroic-moralistic
interpretation of dyspeptic states. Carlyle: a man of
strong words and attitudes, a rhetor from need, con-
stantly lured by the craving for a strong faith and the
feeling of his incapacity for it (in this respect, a typical
romantic!). The craving for a strong faith is no proof
of a strong faith, but quite the contrary. If one has such
a faith, then one can afford the beautiful luxury of
skepticism: one is sure enough, ffrm enough, has ties
enough for that. Carlyle drugs something in himself
with the fortissimo of his veneration of men of strong
faith and with his rage against tlle less simple-minded:
he requires noise. A constant passionate dishonesty
against himself-that is his proprium; in this respect he
is and remains interesting. Of course, in England he is
admired precisely for his honesty. Well, that is English;
and in view of the fact that the English are the people
of consummate cant, it is even as it should be, and not
only corhprehensible. At bottom, Carlyle is an English
atheist who makes it a point of honor not to be one.
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r3
Emerson. Much more enlightened, more roving, more

manifold, subtler than Carlyle; above all, happier. One
who instinctively nourishes himself only on ambrosia,
Ieaving behind what is indigestible in things. Compared
with Carlyle, a man of taste. Carlyle, who loved him
very much, nevertheless said of him: 'He does not

$ve us enough to chew on"-which may be true, but is
no refection on Emerson. Emerson has that gracious
and clever cheerfulness which discourages all serious-
ness; he simply does not know how old he is already
and how young he is still going to be; he could say of
himself, quoting Lope de Yega: *Yo me sucedo a ml
,nismo." I His spirit always ftnds reasons for being
satisffed and even grateful; and at times he touches on
the cheerful transcendency of the worthy gentleman
who returned from an amorous rendezvous, tamquam
rc bene gesta. 'Ut desint oiresi he said gratefully,
"tamen est laudnndn ooluptas.- 2

r4
Afii-Darwin As for the famous 'struggle f.or exist-

enre," so far it seems to me to be asserted rather than
proved. It occurs, but as an exception; the total ap
pearance of life is not the extremity, not starvation, but
rather riches, profusion, even absurd squandering-
and where there is struggle, it is a struggle f.or power.
One should not mistake Malthus for nature.

Assuming, however, that there is such a struggle for
existence-and, indeed, it occurs-its result is un-

l'f am mv own heir.-
t'As if tr'e trad accomplished his mission. -Ihough the

power is lacking, the lust'is nevertheless praiseworth].''
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fortunately the opposite of what Darwin's school
desires, and of what one might perhaps desire with
them-namely, in favor of the strong, the privileged,
the fortunate exceptions. The species do not grow in per-
fection: the weak prevail .over the strong again and
again, for they are the great majority-and they are
y'so more intelligent. Darwin forgot the spirit (that is

nglish!); the ueak hane more rpirit. One must need
spirit to acquire spirit; one loses it when one no Ionger
needs it. Whoever has strength dispenses with the
spirit ('Let it gol" they think in Germany today; 'the

Raich must still remain to us."l). It will be noted that
by 'spirit" I mean care, patience, cunning, simulation,

f,reat self-control, and everything that is mimicry (the
tter includes a great deal of so-called virtue).

15
Casuistry of Psychologists. This man knows human

nature; why does he really study people? He wants to
seize little advantages over them--<r big ones, for that
matter-he is a politician. That one over there also
knows human nature, and you say that he seeks no
profft for himself, that he is thoroughly 'impersonal."

Look more closelyt Perhaps he even wants a worse ad-
vantage: to feel superior to other human beings, to be
able to look down on them, and no longer to mistake
himself for one of them. This "frnpersonal" type is a
deryiser of human beings, while the ffnt type is the
more humane species, appearances notwithstanding. At
least he places himself on the same plane, he places
himself among them.

l Quotation from Luther's most famous hymn, Ein leste
Burg. ln its original context, Reich rcters to the kingdom
of God.
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r6
a\e paphological taa of the Germans seems very

questionaLle to ire, in view of quite a number of cases
lihich modesty prevents me from enumerating' In one
case I shall nof lack a great occasion to substantiate
my thesis: I bear the Cermans 

" 
g*-dg9 f9r having

made such a mistake about KcrTl and his 'backdoor

philosophn- as I call it-for that was not the type of
intellecltual integrity. The other thing I do not like to
hear is a notorioui 'and': the Germans say 'Coethe

and Schillei'-I am afraid they say 'schiller and
Goethe.' Dorft they lcnou this Schiller yet? And there
are even worse 'ands"; with my own ears I have heard,

if only among university profeisors, 'schopenhauer ard
Harbnann."

t7
The most spiritual human bein-gs, if we.assume that

they are the 
'most 

courageous' alio experience by -far
the most painful tragediei: but iust for that,reason they
honor Me because it pits its greatest opposition against
them.

r8

. On the'lrtellec'tual conscietwe.' Nothing seems rarer

I to *" today than genuine hypocrisy. I greatly lusPgct
I that the toit 

"it 
of- ottt culture is insalubrious for this

lphnt. Hypocrisy belongs in the ages of strong faith
| 
'*h"n, 

"u"ir 
ttorigtt cottiruirwd to display another faith,

one did not abaidon one's own faith. Today one does
abandon it; or, even more cosrmonly, one adds a seccind
faittr-and in either case one remains honest' Without
a doubt, a very much greater number of convictions is

possible today-than formerly: 'possible" means permis-
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sible, which means harmless, This begets tolerance to-
ward oneself.

Tolerance toward oneself permits several convictions,
and they get along with each other: they are careful,
tke all the rest of the world, not to compromise them-
selves. How does one compromise oneself today? If one
is consistent. If one proceeds in a straight line. If one
is not ambiguous enough to permit five conflicting inter-
pretations. If one is genuine.

I fear greatly that modem man is simply too com-
fortable for some vices, so that they die out by default.
All evil that is a function of a strong'will*. and perhaps
there is no evil without strength of willJegenerates
into virtue in our tepid air. The few hypocrites whom
I have met imitated hypocrisy: Iike almost every tenth
person today, they \vere actorc.

Beuntful atd ugly. Nothing is more conditional---or,
let us say, narrower-than our feeling for beauty. Who-
ever would think of it apart from man's joy in
would immediately lose any foothold. 'teautiful irl
itself- is a mere phrase, not even a concept In the
beautiful, man posits himself as the measure of per-
fection; in special cases he worships himself in it. A
species cannot do otherwise but thus affrm itself alone.
Its lauest instinct that of setf-presewation and self-
expansion, still radiates in such sublimities. Man be-
Iieves tlle world itself to be overloaded with beauty-
and he forgets himself as the cause of this. He alone
has presented the world with beauty-alasl only with a
very human" all-too-human beauty. At bottom, rnan
mirrors himself in things; he considers everything
tilul that refeets his own image: the judgment
Uful'is the unity of his species. For a little
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may rilhisper this question into the skeptie's ear: Is
the world really beautiffed by the fact that man thinks
it beautiful? He has hutrwnized ig that is all. But noth-
ing, absolutely nothing, guarantees that man should be
the model of beauty. Who knows what he looks like in
the-eyes of a higher judge of beauty? Daring perhaps?
Perhaps even amusing? Perhaps a little arbitiaiy?'O Dionysus, divine one, why do you pull me by
my earsil' Ariadne once asked her philosophic lover
during one of those famous dialogues on Naios. 'I ffnd
a kind of humor in your earg Ariadne: why are they not
even longer?"

20

Nothing is beautiful, except man alone: all aesthetics
rests upon this naivet6, which is its /trsf tmth. Let us
immediately add the second: the
{"g9."@g,qt.-"nd with lFthe realm oI?6EE[F
iudgment is circumscribed. Physiologicalln everything
ugly weakens and saddens man. It reminds him of
decan danger, impotence; it actually deprives him of
strength. One can measure the effect of the ugly with
a dynamometer. Wherever man is depressed at all, he
senses the proximrty of something "trgly.' His feeling of
power, his will to power, his courage, his pride-all
fall with the ugly and rise with the beautiful. In both
cases we draw an inference: the premises for it are
piled up in the greatest abundance in instinct. The ugly
is understood as a sign and symptom of degeneration:
whatever reminds us in the least of degeneration tauses
in us the iudgment of 'ugly,' Every suggestion of ex-
baustion, of heaviness, of age, of weariness; every kind
of lack of freedom, such as cramps, such as paralysis;
and above all, the smell, the color, the form of dissolu-
tion, of decompositiorHven in the ultimate attenua-
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tion into a symbol-all evoke the same reaction, the
value judgment, "ugly." Alntred is aroused-but whom
does man hate then? There is no doubt: the decline ol
his type. Here he hates out of the deepest instinct of
tlte species; in this hatred there is a shudder, caution,
depth, farsightedness-it is the deepest lrgtred there is.
It 

-is 
becausi of this that art is deep. lA so^, 

,e"p, 
fr{

5 kv\tr  \ce"hf*I . . ,  
zt

Schopmhauer. Schopenhauer, the last German worthy
of consideration (who represents a European event like
Goethe, like Hegel, like Heinrich Heine, and not merely
a local event, a "national" one), is for a psychologist
a ftrst-rate case: namely, as a maliciously ingenious
attempt to adduce in favor of a nihilistic total deprecia-
tion of life precisely the counter-instances, the great
self-afirmations of the "will to life," lifet forms of
exuberance. He has interpreted arf, heroism, genius,
beauty, great sympathy, knowledge, the will to tmth,
and hagedy, in turn, as consequences of hegation" or
of the "wills" need to negatFthe greatest psycho'
logical counterfeit in all history, not counting Chris-
tiantg. On closer inspection, he is at this point merely
the heir of the Christian interpretation: only he knew
how to approve that which Christianity had repudiated,
tlle great cultural facts of humanity-albeit in a Chris-
tian, that is, nihilistic, rnanner (namely, as ways of
'redemptionr" as anticipations of iedemption," as
stimuli of the need for 'redemption').

22

I take a single case. Schopenhauer speaks of heauty
with a melancholy fervor. Why? Because he sees in it
a bridge on which one will go farther, or develp a thirst
to go farther. Beauty is for him a momentary redemp-
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tion from the 'will"-a lure to eternal redemption.
Particularly, he praises beauty as the redeemer from
'the focal point of the will," from sexuality-in beauty
he sees the negation of the drive toward procreation.

Queer saintl Somebody seems to be contradicting you;
I fear it is nature. To what end is there any such thing
as beauty in tone, color, fragrance, or rhythmic move-
ment in nature? What is it that beauty evokes? For-
tunately, a philosopher contradicts him too. No lesser
authority than that of the divine Plato (so Schopen-
hauer himself calls him) maintains a difterent propo-
sition: t'hat all beauty incites procreaHon, that iust this
is the propriurn of its effect, from the most sensual up
to the most spiritual.

23
Plato goes further. He says with an innocence pos-

sible only for a Greek, not a "Christian," that there
would be no Platonic philosophy at all if there were not
such beautiful youths in Athens: it is only their sight
that transposes the philosophe/s soul into an erotic
tance, leaving it no peace until it lowers the seed of
all exalted things into such beautiful soil. Another queer
saint! One does not trust onet ears, even if one should
trust Plato. At least one guesses that they philosophized
differently in Athens, especially in public. Nothing is
less Greek than the conceptual web-spinning of a her-
mit-amor intellectualis deiL aftet the fashion of Spi-
noza. Philosophy after the fashion of Plato might rather
be deffned as an erotic contest, as a further develop-
ment and tuming inward of the ancient agonistic gym-
nastics and of its prewpposdtdoas. What ultimately grew
out of this philosophic eroticism of Plato? A new art
form of the Greek agon: dialectics. Finally, I recall-

r "fntellectual love of God."
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against Schopenhauer and in honor of Plato-that the
whole higher culture and litemture of classical France
too grew on the soil of sexual interest. Everynvhere in
it one may look for the amatory, the senses, the sexual
contest, "the womarf'---one will never look in vain.

24
Iiart Ttour \art. T\e ffght against purpose in art is

alwaln a ftght against the moralizing tendency in a*,
against its subordination to morality. Xart pour fart
means, "The devil take moralityl" But even this hostil-
ity still betrays the overpowering force of the prejudice.
When the purpose of moral preaching and of improv-
ing man has been excluded from art, it still does not
follow by any means that art is altogether purposeless,
aimless, senseless-in short, Xarf pun fart, a vr'onn
chewing its own tail. 'Rather no pu{pose at all than a
rnoral puqpossl"-1hn1 is the talk of mere passion. A
psychologist, on the other hand, asks: rvhat does all art
do? does it not praise? glorify? chooseP prefer? With
all this it strengthens or weakens certain valuations. Is
this merely a "moreovet''P an accident? something in
which the artist's instinct had no share? Or is it not
the very presupposition of the artist's ability? Does.his
basic instinct aim at art, or rather at the sense of art,
at life? at a desirability of life? Art is the great stimulus
to life: how could one understand it as puqposeless, as
aimless, as Tart pour fart?

One guestion remains: art also makes apparent much
that is ugly, hard, and questionable in life; does it not
thereby spoil life for us? And indeed there have been
philosophen who attributed this sense to it: 'liberation

from the wilf' was what Schopenhauer taught as the
over-all end of art; and with admiration he found the
great utility of tragedy in its "evoking resignation." But
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this, as I have already suggested, is the pessimist's per-
spective and "evil eye." We must appeal to the artists
themselves. What does the tragic artist communicate
of himself? Is it not precisely the state uithutt fear in
the face of the fear{ul and questionable that he is show-
ing? This state itself is a great desideratum; whoever
knows it, honors it with the greatest honors. He com-
municates it-must communicate it, provided he is an
artist, a genius of communication. Courage and freedom
of feeling before a powerful enemy, before a sublime
calamity, before a problem that arouses dread-this
triumphant state is what the tragic artist chooses, what
he gloriffes. Before tragedy, what is warlike in our soul
celebrates its Saturnalia; whoever is used to suffering,
whoever seeks out sufiering, the heroic man praises his
own being through tragedy-to him alone the tragedian
presents this drink of sweetest cruelty.

25
To put up with people, to keep open house with one's

heart-thai is liberal, but that is merely liberal. One
recognizes those hearts which are capable of noble
hospitality by the many draped windows and closed
shuiters, they keep their best rooms empty. {hy? Be-
cause they exPect guests with whom one does not
"put up."

We no longer esteem ourselves sufficiently when we
communicate ourselves. Our true experiences are not
at all gamrlous. They could not communicate them-
selves dven if they tried. That is because they lack the
right wor{.
alieadF+ot-levond. In all is a grain of

z6

65-ttt"tirptl t atrguage, it seems, was invented only for
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what is average, medium, communicable. With lan-
guage the speaker immediately vulgarizes himself. Out
of a morality for deaf-mutes and other philosophen.

27
-This picture is enchantingly beautiful!" r The liter-

ary female: unsatisffed, excited, her heart and entrails
yoid, ever listening, full of painful curiosity, to the
imperative, which whispers from the depths of her
organism, *aut liberl ut libf 2-the literary female:
educated enough to understand the voice of nature even
when it speaks Latin, and yet vain enough and goose
enough to speak secretly with herself in French, "1a
me oerrai, ie me lirai, ie m'extasierai et ie dirai: Pos-
sible, que faie eu tant desltritT z

,.8
Ibe'impersonaF get a word in. *Nothing is easier

for us than to be wise, patient, and superior. We drip
with the oil of forgiveness and sympathy, we are ab-
surdly just, we pardon everything. For that very reason
we ought to be a little more strict rvith ourselves; for .
that very reason we ought to breed a Iittle afiect in our- )
selves from time to time, a little vice of an affect. It I
may be hard on us; and among ourselves we may even t
laugh at the sight we thus ofter. But rvhat can be done 6.
about itP No other way of self-overcoming is left to us
any more: this is our asceticism, oul penance." Develop-
ing personal traits: the virtue of the "impersonal."

r Quotation hom The Magtc Fluto,t'Either chil&en or booki."
t'I shall see myself, I shall read myself, I shall go into

ecstasies, and I shall say: Is it possibl6 that I shoulld have
had so much esrritfl"
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29

From a doctoral examination. "What is the task of all
higher education?" To turn men into machines. "What
are the means?" Man must learn to be bored. "How is
that accomplished?" By means of the concept of duty.
"Who serves as the model?" The philologist: he teaches
grinding. "Who is the perfect man?" The civil servant.
'Which philosophy ofiers the highest formula for the
civil servant?" Kant's: the civil servant as a thing-in-
itself raised up to be judge over the civil servant as
phenomenon

3o
The right to stupidit7. The weary laborer who

breathes slowll . looks genial, and lets things go as they
may-this typical ftgure, encountered today, in the age
of labor (and of the "Reiclt"l), in all classes of society,
claims art, no less, as his own sphere, including boo}s
and, above all, magazines-and even more the beauties
of nature, Italy. The man of the evening, with his
-savage drives gone to sleep" (as Faust says), needs a
summer resort, the seashore, glaciers, BayreutJrs. In
such ages art has a right to pure foolishness-as a kind
of vacation for spirit, wit, and feeling. Wagner under.
stood that. Pure foolishness restores.l

1l" L*t rq@t sr
Another problem of diet. The means by which Julius

Caesar defended himself against sickliness and head-
aches: tremendous marches, the most frugal way of
life, uninterrupted sojourn in the open air, continuous
exertion-these are, in general, the universal rules of
preservation and protection against the extreme vulner-

l Wagner hirnself calls Parsifal 'the pure fool."
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ability of that subtle machine, working under the high-
est pressure, which we call genius.

32
Tlrc immoralist speaks. Nothing ofiends the philoso-

pher's taste more than man, insofar as man desires. If
he sees man in action, even if he sees this most coura-
geous, most cunning, most enduring animal lost in laby-
rinthian distress-how admirable man appears to himl
He still likes him. But the philosopher despises the
desiring man, also the "desirable" man-and altogether
all desirabilities, all ideals of man. If a philosopher
could be a nihilist, he would be one because he ffnds
nothing behind all the ideals of man. Or not even
nothing-but only what is abject, absurd, sick, cowardln
and weaqy, all kinds of dregs out of the emptied cup of
his li[e. Man being so venerable in his reality, how is
it that he deserves no respect insofar as he desires?
Must he atone for being so capable in reality? Must he
balance his activity, the strain on head and will in all
his activity, by stretching his limbs in the realm of the
imaginary and the absurd?

The history of his desirabilities has so far been the
partie honteuse of man: one should beware of reading
in it too long. What iustiffes man is his reality-it will
eternally justify him. much is the worth

, foully
And it is only the ideal man who
pher's taste.

n*'"#[
33

The natural wlue of egoism. Self-interest is worth
as much as'the person who has it: it can be worth a
great deal, and it can be unworthy and contemptible.
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Every individual may be scrutinized to see whether he
represents the ascending or the descending line of life.
Having made that decision, one has a canon for the
worth of his self-interest. If he represents the ascending
line, then his worth is indeed extraordinery-and for
the'sake of life as a whole, which taltes a itep farther
through himr the care for his preservation and for the

of the best conditions for him may even be
single one, the individual,' as hitherto

an error after all:
,ple and the philosophers alike, is
is nothing by himself, no atom,
" nothing merely inherited fromno "link in the chain,

former times; he the lzhole single line of humanity
represents the descending T&Etqto himself. If

its causes), then he has small worth, and the minimum
of deceney requires that he take away as little as pos-
sible from those wlohave turned out well. He is merd
their parasite. El,hr^

Chfi,stian and anarchisttf"n"" the anarchist, as the
mouthpiece of the declining strata of society, demands
with a ffne indignation what is 'right," 'justice," and
*equal rights," he is merely under the pressure of his
own uncultured state, which cannot comprehend the
-real reason for his suffering-wbat it is that he is poor
lin: lile. A causal instinct isserts itself in him: it must
[be somebody's fault that he is in a bad way.

Also, the "ffne indignation" itself soothes him; it is a
pleasure for all wretched devils to scold: it gives a
slight but intoxicating sense of power. Even plaintive-
ness and complaining can give life a charm for the sake
of which one endures it: there is a ffne dose of revenge
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off. The "beyond"-p4y, if not as
besmirching tftrs

35
Crltique of the morality of dccadence. An 'altru-

istic" morality-a morality in which self-interest wilts
away-remains a bad sign under all circumstances. This
is true of individuals; it is particularly true of nations.
The best is lacking when self-interest begins to be lack-
ing. Instinctively to choose what is harmful fot orneself,
to feel attracted by 'disinterested" motives, that is vir-

5S5
in every complaint; one charges one's own bad situation,
and under cirtain circumstances even onet own bad-
ness, to those who are difterent, as if that were an
iniustice, a forbidden privilege. 'If f am canaille, you
ought to be too"--on such logic are revolutions made.

Complaining is never any good: it stems fmm weak-
ness. Whether one charges one's misfortune to others
or to oneself-the socialist does the formeu the Chris-
tian, for example, tl're latter-really makes no difier-
ence. The common and, let us add, the unworthn thing,
is that it is supposed to be somebody's fault that one is.[
sufiering; in short, that the sullerer prescribes tlp'l
honey of revenge for himself against his sulfering. The
objects of this need for revenge, as a need for pleasure,
are mere occasions: everywhere the sufferer ffnds oc-
casions for satisfying his little revenge. If he is a
Christiar+to repeat it once more--he ffnds them in
himself. The Christian and the anarchist are both de-
cadents. When the Christian condemns, slanders, an{
besmirches'the world," his instinct is the same as tha{
which prompts the socialist worker to condemn, slander{
and besmirch nciety. The 'last 

iudgment" is the sweet\
comfort of reveng*the revoluUon, which the social-
ist worker also awaits, but concrived as a litde farther
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tually the formula of decadence. oNot to seek one's own
advantage"-that is merely the moral ffg leaf for quite
a different, namely, a physiological, state of affairs: 't

no longer know how to find my own advantage." Dis-
gregation of the instinctsl Man is ffnished when he be-
comes altruistic. Instead of saying naively, '7 am no

longer worth anything," the moraf he in the mouth of
the decadent says, "Nothing is worth anything, life is
not worth anything." Such a judgment always remains
very dangerous, it is contagious: throughout the morbid
soil of society it soon proliferates into a tropical vege-
tation of concepts-now as a religion (Christianity),
now as a philosophy (Schopenhauerism). Sometimes
the poisonous vegetation which has grown out of such
decomposition poisons life itself for millennia with its
fumes.

36
Morality for phgsicians. The sick man is a parasite of

society. In a certain state it is indecent to live longer.
To go on vegetating in cowardly dependence on phy-
sicians and machinations, after the meaning of life, the
right to life, has been lost, that ought to prompt a pro-
found contempt in society. The physicians, in turn,
would have to be the mediators of this contempt-not
prescriptions, but every day a new dose of nausea with
their patients. To create a new responsibility, that of
the physician, for all cases in which the highest interest
of life, of ascending life, demands the most inconsider-
ate pushing down and aside of degenerating life-for
example, for the right of procreation, for the right to be
born, for the right to live.

To die proudly when it is no longer possible to live
proudly. Death freely chosen, death at the right time,
brignUy and cheerfully accomplished amid chil&en and
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witnesses: then a real farewell is still possible, as the
one who is taking leave is still there; also a real esti-
mate of what one has achieved and what one has

illlli3',f ,"#l
tianity has made of the hour of death. One should neve!'" | 

-r
forgel that Christianity has exploited the weakness o{$"* |
thJaying for a rape of the conscience; and the ma_nn-er{-t'r,ttl

of death"itself, for]value iudqments about man and the-, 
s

Past' 
,rdices ofHere it is important to defy all the cowa

preiudice and to establish, above all, the real, that is,
-tha 

physiological, appieciation of so-called rwtutal

death-"whicli is in the end also 
'unnatural," a kind of

suicide. One never perishes through anybody but one-

self. But usually it is death under the most contemptible
conditions, an'unfree death, death rwt at the right

time, a coward's death. From love of hfe, one should

desire a difierent death: free, conscious, without acri'

dent, without ambush.
Finally, some advice for our dear pessimistsand

other decadents. It is not in our hands toother decadents. It is not in our hands to prevent our
birth; but we can .ggrect this mistake-for in someblrth: but we can c^Qrrect ulN m$raKo-lur lr Duurs

""r", 
it is a mistakd(When bne does away with one-

self, one does the most estimable thing possible: one
almost earns the right to live. Society-what am I say-
ing?-life itsef derives more advantage from this than
from any 'life" of renunciation, anemia, and other vir-
tues: one has liberated the others from one's sight; one
has liberated life from an objection. Pessimism, put,
oert, is proved only by the self-refutation of our dear
pessimists: one must advance a step further in its Iogic
and not only negate lite with 

'will and representation""
as Schopenhauer did<ne must ffrst of all negate
Schopenhauer.

X fitre ff'"tzohe ppa.l,t f s.^,s,,1. B-+ .T tf
a \"j,.ct r{*f b'' h hsrc tc Jvu.*is-.
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Incidentally, however contagious pessimism is, it still
does not inerease the sickliness of an bge, of a genera-
tion as a whole: it is an exDression of this sickliness.
One falls vicUm to it as one f;ils victim to cholera: one
has to be morbid enough in onet whole predisposition.
Pessimism itself does not create a single decadent more;
I recall the statistics which show that the years in which
cholera rages do not difier from other y""ts io the total
number of deaths.

37
Whaher ue haoe become more rnoral. Against my

conception of 'beyond good and svfl"-ss was to be
expected-the whole ferocity of moral hebetation, mis-
taken for morality itself in Germany, as is well larown,
has gone into action: I could tell ffne stories about thaL
Above all I was asked to consider the 'undeniable

superiority" of our age in moral judgment, the real

?rcgress we have made here: compared. with us, a
Cesare Borgia is by no means to be represented after
rry manner as a "higher mar1" a kind of overman. A
Swiss editor of. the Bund, went so far that he 'under-

stood' the meaning of my work-not without exlxess-
ing hir respect for my'courage and daring-to be a
demand foi the abolition of all decent feelings. 'llhank

youl In reply, I take the liberty of raising the question
whether we'have really become more moral. That all
the world believes this to be the case merely constitutes
an objection.

We modern men, very tender, very easily hurt, and
ofiering as well as receiving consideration a hundred'
fold, r-ally have the conceit that this tender humanity
which we represent, this attained unanimity in sympa-
thetie regard" in readiness to help, in mutual trust, reP
resents positive progress and that in this respect we are
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far above the men of the Renaissance. But that is how
syery aqe thinks, how it must think What is oertain ir
that'we-may not place ourselves in Renaissance con-
ditions, not iven bf an act of thought: our nerves would
not endure that reality, not to sPeak of our muscles' But
such incapacity does not prove progr-ess, only another,
later conJtitution, one which is weaker, frailer, no're
easily hurt, and which necessarily generates a morality
rich'in cpnsideration. Were we to think away our
frailty and lateness, our physiological senescence, then
our moraliry of 'humanizition" would immediately lose
its value too (in itself, no morality has any value)-it
would even arouse disdain. On the other hand, let us
not doubt that we modems, with our thickly paddeil
humanity, which at all costs wants to avoid bumping
into a stbne, would have provided Cesare Borgia's cor
temporaries with a comedy at which they could havo
lauihed themselves to death. Indeed, we are unwitringly
furiny beyond all measure with our modem'virtuesi

The decrease in instincts which are hostile and arouse
mistrust-and that is all our 'progress" amounts to-
rcpresents but one of the consequences_attending the
general decrease n dtality: it reqlires a hundred times
more trouble and caution to make so conditional antl
late an existence prevail. Hence each helps the other;
hence everyone is to a cprtain extent sick, and everyong
is a nurse for the sick. And that is called 'virtue.-

Among men who still knew life differently-, fuller, moro
squandering, more overflowing-it would have been
catled by another name: 'cowardice" perhaps, owr€tcb'

edness;"'old ladies' morality."
Our softening of manners-that is my proposition;

that is, if you will, my innovation-is a consequence of
decline; tire hardness and terribleness of moral$ cpn-
versely, can be a oo$eguence of an exctss of life. For
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in that case much may also be dared, much challenged,
and much squandered. V/hat was once the spice of life
would be poison for us.

To be indifrerent-that too is a form of strength-
for that we are likewise too old, too late. Our morality
of sympathy, against w'hich I was the ffrst to issue a
waming-that which one might call timpressioni,sme
morale-is just another expression of that physiological
overexcitability which is characteristie of everything
decadenl That movement which tried to introduce
itself scientifically with Schopenhauert morality of
pity+ very unfortunate attempt!-is the real move-
ment of decadence in morality; as suclr, it is profoundly
related to Christian morality. Strong ages, noble cul-
tures, consider plty, 'neighbor-love," and the lack of
self and self-assurance something contemptible. Ages
must be measured by their positive strength-and then
that lavishly squandering and fatal age of the Renais-
sance appea$ as the last great age; and we moderns,
with our anxious self-solicitude and neighbor-love, with
our virtues of work, modesty, legality, and scientism-
acrumulating, economig machinelike-appear as a
weak age. Our virtues are conditional on, are pro-
voked bn ,our weaknesses. "Equality," as a certain
factual increase in similarity, which merely ffnds ex-
pression in the theory of "equal rights," is an essential
feature of decline. The cleavage between man and man,
stahrs and status, the plurality of types, the will to be
oneself, to stand out-what I call the pathos of dis-
tatrce, that is characteristic of every strong age. The
strength to withstand tension, the width of the tensions
between extremes, becomes ever smaller today; ffnally,
the extremes themselves become blurred to the point
of similarity.

All our political theories and constitutions-and the
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'German Reiclf is by no means an exception-are
consequences, necessary consequences' of decline; the
uncon3cious efiect of decadence has assumed mastery
even over the ideals of some of the sciences. Ir{y obiec-
tion against the whole of sociology in England and
France-remains that it knows from experience only the
forms of social decay, and with perfect innocence ac-
cepts its own instincts of decay as the no-rm of socio-
logical value-iudgments. The decline of life, the de-
crease in the power to organize, that is, to separate,
tear open clefis, subordinite and super-ordinate-all
this his been formulated as the ideal in contemporary
sociology. Our socialists are decadents, but Mr. Herbert
Spenceiis a decadent too: he considers the triumph of
altnrism desirable.

g8

My conceptionof frced.om. The value of a thing some-
timeJ does not lie in that which one attains by it but
in what one pays for it-what it costs us. I shall give
an example. Liberal institutions cease to be liberal as
soon as they are attained: later on, there are no worse
and no moie thorough injurers of freedom than liberal
institutions. Their effects are known well enough: they
undermine the will to Power; they level mountain and
valley, and call that morality; they make men sma[
cowardly, and hedonistic<very time it is the herd
animal that triumphs with them. Liberalism: in other
words, herd-animalization.

These same institutions produce quite different effects
while they are still being fought for; then they really
promote freedom in a powerful way. On closer inspec-
tion, it is war that produces these efrects, the war for
liberal institutions, which, as a war, permits illiberal
instincts to continue. And war educates for freedom.
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For what is freedom? That one has the will to assume
responsibility for oneself. That one maintains the dis-
tance which separates us. That one becomes more in-
different to difficulties, hardships, privation, even to
life itself. That one is prepared to sacriffce human beings
for one's cause, not Cxcluding oneself.
that the nanbp+nstincts which delil in war andthat the nanlFjnstincts t
victory dortrinate over other iisfhcts, for example, over

ile6-sure." The human being who has become
how much more the spirii who has become

free-spits on the contemptible type of well-being
dreamed of by shopkeepers, Christians, cows, females,
Englishmen, and other democrats. The free man is a
uarriar.

How is freedom measured in individuals and peoples?
According to the resistance which must be overcome,
according to the exertion required, to remain on top.
The highest type of free men should be sought where
lhe highest resistance is constantly overcome: ftve steps
from tyranny, close to the threshold of the danger of
servitude. This is true psychologically if by 'tyrantsa

are meant inexorable rnd fearful instincts that provoke
the maximum of authority and discipline against them-
selves; most beautiful type: Julius Caesar. This is true
politically too; one need only go through history. The
peoples who had some value, attairwil some value, never
attained it under liberal institutions: it was great danger
that made something of them that merits respect.
Danger alone acquaints us with our own resources, our
virhres, our armor and weapons, our qpirif, and forces
us to be strong. First principle: one must need to be
strong--otherwise one will never become strong.

Those large hothouses for the strong-for the strong-
est kind of human being that has so far been known-
the aristocratic commonwealths of the type of Rome or
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Venice, understood freedom exactly in the sense in
which I understand it: as something one has or does
rnt have, something one u)ants, something one con'
q|rcrc.

39
Critique of moilarnity. Our institutions are no -good

any more: on that there is universal agreement. How-
evlr, it is not their fault but ours. Once we have lost
all the instincts out of which institutions grow, we lose
institutions altogether because we are no longer good
for them. Democracy has ever been the form of decline
in organizing power: in Humon, AII-Too-Human (1,
472) 

-I 
already characterized modern democracy, to-

gether with its hybrids such as the "German Reichi as
the form of decline of the state. In order that there
may be institutions, there rnust be a kind of will, in-
stinct, or imperative, which is antiliberal to the point
of malice: the will to tradition, to authority, to responsi-
bility for centuries to come, to the solidarity of chains
of generations, fonn'ard and bachn'a:d. ad, infnitum.
When this will is present, something like the im,perium
Romanwn is founded; or like Russia, the only powerlt
today which has endurance, which can wait, which canl I
still promise something-Russia, the concept that sug-l I
gests the opposite of the wretched European nervous-l I
ness and system of small states, rvhich has entered a I t
critical phase with the founding of the German Rebh.ll

The whole of the West no longer possesses the in-
stincts out of which institutions grow, out of which a
future grows: perhaps nothing antagonizes its "modern
spirit" so much. One lives for the dan one lives very
fas! one lives very irresponsibly: precisely this is called
"freedom." That which makes an institution an insti-
tution is despised, hated, repudiated: one fears tlre
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danger of a new slavery the rnoment the word'author-
ity"1s even spoken out loud. That is how far decadence
has advancecl in the value-instincts of our politicians,
of our political partiesr instinctioely they prefer what
disintegrates, what hastens the end.

Witness modern marringe. All rationality has clearly

vanished from modern marriage; yet that is no objec'

tion to marriage, but to modernity. The rationality of

marriage-tha[ lay in the husband's sole juridical re-

sponsiSility, which gave marriage a center of gravity,

wtil" tod"y it limpi on both legs. The rationality -of
maniagJthat laf in its indissolubility in principle,
whichlent it an accent that could be heard above the

accident of feeling, passion, and what is merely momen-

tary. It also hyln the family's responsibility for-the

choice of a spouse. With the growing indulgence of love

matches, th6 very foundation of marriage has been

eliminated, that which alone makes an institution of it.

Never, absolutely never, can an institution be founded

on an idiosyncrasy; one cannot' as I have said, found

marriage oo'1ou";'-i1 can be founded on the sex drive,

on the property drive (wife and child as property)' on

the driie t^o dominate, which continually organizes for

itself the smallest structure of domination, the family,

and which needs children and heirs to hold fast-
phvsioloqically too-to an attained measure of power,

intiu"n"i ani wealth, in order to prePare for long-

range tasks, for a solidarity of instinct between the cen'

turils. Marriage as an institution involves the affir'

mation of thJ hrgest and most enduring form of

organization: wheri society cannot affirm itself as a

wf,ole, down to the most distant generations, then mar-

riage has altogether no meaning. Vtr-d"-1"- marriage has

losf its meanin-g--*onsequently bne abolishes it'
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40
The hbor question. The stupidity-at bottom, the

degeneration of instinct, which is today the cause of
cll stupidities-is that there is a Iabor question at all.
Certain things one does not question: that is the ftrst
imperative of instinct. I simply cannot see what one
proposes to do with the European worker now that one
has made a question of him. He is far too well off not
to ask for more and more, not to ask more immodestly.
In the end, he has numbers on his side. The hope is gone
forever that a modest and self-suficient kind of man, a
Chinese fire, might here develop as a class: and there
would have been reason in that, it would almost have
been a necessity. But what was done? Everything to nip
in the bud even the preconditions for this: the instincts
by virtue of which the worker becomes possible as a
class, possible in his own eyes, have been destroyed
through and through with the most irreqponsible
thoughtlessness. The worker was qualiffed for military
service, granted the right to organize and to vote: is
it any wbnder that the worker today experiences his
own existence as distressing-morally speaking, as an
injustice? But what is uonted,? I ask once more. If one
wants an end, one must also want the means: il one
wants slaves, then one is a fool if one educates them
to be masters.

4t
'Freedom which I do not mean." In times like thesg

abandonment to one's instincts is one calamity more.
Our instincts contradict, disturb, deshoy each other;
I have already defined what_lq mqd91n as phyglolo-gicql
self-contradiction. Rationality in education would re-
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quire that under iron pressure at least one of these
instinct systems be paralyzed to permit another to gain
in power, to become strong, to become master. Today
the individual stil! has to be made possible by being
pruned: possible here means whole. The reverse is
what happens: the claim for independence, for free
development, f.or La.isser aller is pressed most hotly by
the very people for whom no reins would be too strict.
This is true dn politins, this is true in art. But that is a
symptom of decadence: our modern conception of
"freedom" is one more proof of the degeneration of the
instincts.

Where faith i"s npeiled. Nothing is rarer among moral-
ists and saints than honesty. Perhaps they say the con-
bary, perhaps they even belierse it. For when a faith is

, more useful, more efiective, and more persuasive than
ponscious hypocrisn then hypocrisy soon turns instine
.rtively into inrpcerwe: ffrst principle for the understand-
ing of great saints. The philosophers are merely an-
other kind of saint, and their whole craft is such that
they admit only certain truths-namely those for the
sake of which their craft is accorded public sanction-
in Kantian terms, truths of. proctical reason. They know
what they must prove; in this they are practical. They
recognize each other by their agreement about 'the

truths." 'Thou shalt not lie": in other words, beware,
my dear philosopher, of telling the truth.

43
Whispered to the conseroatioes. What was not known

formerly, what ls known, or might be known, today: a
reversion, a return in any sense or degree is simply not
possible. We physiologists know that. Yet all priests

42
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and moralists have believed the opposite-they wanted
to take mankind back, to screw it back, to a former
measure of virtue. Morality was always a bed of Pro'
crustes. Even the politicians have aped the preachers
of virhe at this point: today too there are still parties
whose dream it ia that all things might walk backwards
like crabs. But no one is free to be a crab. Nothing
avails: o\e ,nust go forward-step by step further into
decadence (that is rny deffnition of modern "progress").
One can check this development and thus dam up de-
generation, gather it and make it more vehement and
suddan: one can do no more.

44
My corception of geni.us. Great men, like great ages'

are explosives in which a tremendous force is stored uPi
their precondition is always, historically and physiologi-
cally, that for a long time much has been gathered'
stored up, saved up, and corxerved for them-that
there has been no explosion for a long time. Once the
tension in the mass has become too great, then the most
accidental stimulus suffices to summon into the world
the "genius," the "deed," the great destiny. What does
the environment matter then, or the age, or the \irit
of the age," or'public opinion"l

Take the case of Napoleon. Revolutionary France,
and even more, prerevolutionary France, would have
brought fo*h the opposite type; in fact, it did. Because
Napoleon was different, the heir of a stronger, older,
more ancient civilization than the one which was then
perishing in France, he became the master there, he
oc.s the only master. Great men are necessary, the age
in rvhich they appear is acciclental; that they almost
always become masters over their age is only because
they are stronger, because they are older, because for a
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Ionger time much was gathered for them. The relation-
ship between a genius and his age is like that between
strong and weak, or between old and young: the age
is relatively always much younger, thinner, more im'
mature, less assured, more childish.

That in France today the! think quite differently on
this subject (in Germany too, but that does not matter),
that the milieu theory, which is truly a neurotic's theory'
has become sacrosanct and almost scientiftc and has
found adherents even among physiologists-that "smells
bad" and arouses sad reflections. It is no different in
England, but that will not grieve anybody. For the
English there are only two ways of coming to terms
with the genius and the 'great man": either democrati-

cally in ihe -^trnet of 
-Buckle 

or religiously in the

manner of Carlyle.
The danger that Ues in great men and ages is--ex-

traordinary; exhaustion of every kind, sterilily, fo[ow

in their wake. The great human being is a finale; the

great age-the Reniissance, for example-js a ffnale.

the genirrs, in work and deed, is necessarily a squan-

dereri that he squanders himself; that is his gr,eatness.

The instinct of 
-self-preservation 

is suspended, as it

were; the overpowering pressure of outflowing forces

forbids him any such cire or caution. People call this
*self-sacriffce' and praise his "heroism," his indiffer-

ence to his own wel-being, his devotion to an idea, a

great cause, a fatherland: without exception, misunder-

itandings. He fows out, he overflows, he uses himself

up, he loes not spare himself-and this is a calamitous,

irivoluntary fataliiy, no less than a river's flooding the

land. Yet, because much is owed to such explosives,

much has also been given them in retum: for example,

a kind of higher moiality. After all, that is the way of

human gratifude: it misinderstands its benefactors'
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649

The criminal and. uhat is related to him. The crim'
inal type is the type of the strong human being under
unfavorable circumstancesi a strong human being made
sick. He lacks the wilderness, a somehow freer and more
dangerous environment and form of existence, where
everything that is weaPons and armor in the instinct
of the stiong human being has its rightful place. His
oirtues are ostracized by society; the most vivid drives

with which he is endowed soon grow together with
the depressing afiects-with suspicion, fea1, and dis-
honor. Yet this is almost the recipe for physiological
degeneration. Whoever must do secretly, with long
suspense, caution, and cunning, what he can do best
and would like most to do, becomes anemic; and be-
cause he always harvests only danger, persecution, and
calamity from his instincts, his attitude to these in-
stincts is reversed too, and he comes to experience them
fatalistically. It is society, our tame, mediocre, emascu-
lated society, in which a natural human being, who
comes frorr the mountains or from the adventures of
the sea necessarily degenerates into a criminal. Or
almost necessarily; for there are cases in which such
a man proves stronger than society: tbe Corsican,
Napoleon, is the rnost famous case.

The testimony of Dostoevski is relevant to this prob-
Iem-Dostoevski, the only psychologis! incidentally,
from whom I had something to leam; he ranks among
the most beautiful strokes of fortune in my life, even
more than my discovery of Stendhal. This profourd
human being, who was ten times right in his low
estimate of the superficial Germans, hved for a long
time among the convicts in Siberia-hardened crim-
inals for whom there was no way back to society-and
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found them very different from what he himself hail
expected: they were carved out of iust about the bes!
hardest, and most valuable wood that grows anywhere
on Russian soil.

Let us generaUze the case of the criminal: Iet us
think of men so constituted that, for one reason or an-
other, they lack public approval and know that they
are not felt to be beneffcent or useful-that Chandala
feeling that one is not considered equal, but an out-
cast, unworthy, contaminating. All men so constituted
have a subterranean hue to their thoughts and actions;
everything about them becomes paler than in those
whose existence is touched by daylight. Yet almost all
forms of existence which we consider distinguished
today once lived in this half tomblike atmosphere: the
scientific character, the artist, the genius, the free spiri!
the actor, the merchant, the great discoverer. As long
as the priest was considered the supreme We, eoery
valuable kind of human being was devaluated. The
time will come, I promise, when the priest will be con-
sidered the lowest type, our Chandala, the most men-
dacious, the most indecent kind of human being.

I call attention to the fact that even now-under the
mildest regimen of morals which has ever ruled on
earth, or at least in Europe-every deviation, every
long, all-too-long sojourn below, every unusual or
opaque form of existence, brings one closer to that type
which is perfected in the criminal. All innovators of the
spirit must for a time bear the pallid and fatal mark
of the Chandala on their forehead*not because they
are considered that way by others, but because they
themselves feel the terrible cleavage which separates
them from everything that is customary or reputable.
Almost every genius knows, as one stage of his develop-
rnen! the 'Catilinarian slisfsnssD-tr feeling of hatred,
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revenge, and rebellion against e
rs. which no lonqer becomes,
.',,.-._].a=_-g---r

lre-existence of eie\1 Caesdr.

46
Herc the oieu i,s fueo.lt may be nobility of the soul

when a philosopher is silent; it may be love when he
contradicts himself; and he who has knowledge may
be polite enough to lie. It has been said, not without
delicacy: ll est indigne des grand coeurc d.e $pand.re
lc troubb qiils ressefient.l But one must add that not
to be afraid of the most unwodhy may also be greatness
of soul. A woman who loves, sacriffces her honor; a
knower who "loves" may perhaps sacriffce his human-
ity; a God who loved became a Jew.

47
Beautg no arcident. The beauty of a race or familn

their grace and graciousness in all gestures, is won by
work: Iike genius, it is the end result of the accumulated
work of generations. One must have made great sacri-
ffces to good taste, one must have done much and
omitted much for its sake-seventeenth-century France
is admirable in both respects-and good taste must
have furnished a principle for selecting compann placg
dress, sexual satisfaction; one must have preferred
beauty to advantage, habit, opinion, and inertia. Su-
preme nrle of conduct: before oneself too, one must
not "let oneself go." The good things are immeasurably
costly; and the law always holds that those who hcoa
them are di-fferent from those who acquire them. All
that is good is inherited: whatever is not inberited is
imperfect, is a mere beginning.

_ 1:I! is unworthy of great hearts to pour out the confusion
they feel."
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In Athens, in the time of Cicero, who expresses his

surprise about this, the men and youths- were far su-

""tiot 
in beauty to the women. But what work and

'exertion 
in the service of beauty had the male sex there

imnored on itself for centuries!-For one should make no

tniiot 
" 

about the method in this case: a breeding of

feelinss and thoughts alone is almost nothing (this is

the gr"eat misunde"rstanding underlying Ge,rman educa-

tion,"which is wholly illusJry); one must ffrst Persuade
the'boda. Strict peiseverance in significant and exqui-

tii" noitt"t tosither with the obligation to live only

*iih"o"orrl" wh'o do not 'let themielves go"-that is

ouite'enough for one to become significant and exqui-

site, and itt't*o or three generations all this becomes

inward. It is decisive for 
-the 

lot of a people and of

humanity that culture should begin in the right place
-not in the "soul" (as was the fateful superstition ot

ttr" pii"ttt and half-priests): the right place-is the b-odn

th" i"r*t", the diei, physiology; ihe iest follows from

tfr"tl ift"t.if"re the Gteekt rlmain the first cultural

""ri 
i" fti""ry: they knew, they did, whatwas needed;

"na-6ft.ittiunily, 
*hich deqpised the body, has been the

greatest misfortune of humanity so iar'

48
Progress in mg sense. I too speak of a 'return to

n"lui"]- althougti it is really nota going back but an

iti"i-"p inti the high,-free,- even terrible nature

"ni 
outut"lftess where lreat tasks are something.one

plays with, one ma7 play with' To put it metaphorrcarty:
^Nairoleon 

was a piece of "return to nature''- as I under'

staid, the phrasj (for example, in rebus tacticis; even

rnor", 
"t 

tiiUt"ry men knoi' in matters of strategy)'

But Rousseau-to what did he really want to retrrm?

n*ttt"u, this ffrst modern man, idealist and rabble in
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one frerson-one who needed moral "dignity" to be able

io ttlnnd his own sight, sick with unbridled vanity -and
unbridled self-contJmpt. This miscarriage, couched on

the threshold 
'of 

modirn times, also wanted a "return

to nature"; to ask this once more' to what did Rousseau

want to retum? I still hate Rousseau in the French

Revolution: it is the world-historical expression of this

duality of idealist and rabble. The bloody farce which

became an aspect of the Revolution, its "immorality,"

are of little concern to me: what I hate is its Rousseauan

morality-the so-called 
'truths' of the Revolution

througli which it still works and attracts everything

shallo-w and mediocre. The doctrine of equalityl There

is no more poisonous poison an)rvvhere: for it seems to

be preached by justice itself, whereas it really is the

terriination of justice. "Equal to the equal, un-equal to

the unequal"-that would be the true
and also its corollary: $wer make

n of iustice;
what is un-

gqual.' That this d;ctrhffe$a:Iry was suiiounded
S:izuch gruesome and bloody events, that- has given
this'rnodim idea" par excellence a kind of glory and
fiery aura so that the Revolution as a sp-ectocle has
seduced even the noblest spirits. In the end, that is no
reason for respecting it any more. I see only one man
who experienced it as it must be experienced, with
nousea--Goethe.

49
Goethe-not a German event, but a European one:

a magniffcent attempt to overcome the eighteenth cen-
tury [y a return to nature, by an ascent to the natural-
ness of the Renaissance-a kind of self-overcoming on
the part of that century. He bore its strongest instincts
within himself: the sensibility, the idolatry of nature,
the anti-historic, the idealistic, the unreal and revolu-
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tionary (the latter being merely a form of the unreal).
He sought help from history, natural science, antiquit/'
and also Spinoza, but, above all, from practical activity;
he surroun-ded himself with limited horizons; he did not
retire from life but put himself into the midst of it; he
was not fainthearted but took as much as possible upon
himself, over himself, into himself, What he wanted was
totality; he fought the mutual extraneousness of reason,
s"nt"tl feeling,*and will (preached with- the- most ab-
horrent schola'sticism by Kant, the antipode of Goethe);
he diseiplined himself to wholeness, he ueated him-
self.

In the middle of an age with an unreal outlooh
Goethe was a convinced realist: he said Yes to every'
thing that was related to him in this respect-and he
had-no greater experience than $at ens tealissirntml
called Nipoleon. ioethe conceived a human bgtlg Ylo
would be^sttot g, hiehlv educated, skillful in all bodilywould be strong, highly educated, skillful in all bodity
matters, self-coit.oll-ed, reverent toward himself, and
maftgrsr Dcl l -culruuucur rvYerertL rvvvsrg rr ' r"svst e"-

who might dare to afiord the whole range and wealth
of being"natural, being strong -enough fo-r such.freedom;
the malo of toleranci, not from weakness but from

strength, because he knows how to use to his advantage,
even"that from which the average nature would perish;

the man for whom there is no longer anything that is

{orbiddeeunless it be ueokness, whether called vice

or virtue.
Such a spirit who has become frce stands amid the

cosmos *itf, 
" 

joyous and trusting fatalism,-in the faith
that onlv the pa*icular is loathsome, and that all is

redeemed and^ affirmed in the whole-he does wt

*,no,t, otw rnorc. Such a faith, however, is the highest

of "all pos"ible faiths: I have baptized it with the name

of Diongarc,
yMost real beingl
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5o
One might say that in a certain sense the nineteenth

crcntury clio stivb for all that which Goethe as a Per-
son had striven for: universality in understanding and
in rvelcoming, letting everything come close to oneself'
an audaciouJrealism, a reverence for everything factual
IIow is it that the over-all result is no Goethe, but
chaos, a nihilistic sigh, an utter bewilderment, an in-
stinct of weariness which in practice continually drives
toward a recourse to the eighteenth century? (For ex-
ample, as a romanticism of feeling, as altruism and
hlpersentimentality, as feminism in taste, as socialism
in politics.) Is not the nineteenth century, especially
at its close, merely an intensiffed, brutaliaed eighteenth
century, that is, a century of dpcadence? So that Goethe
would-have been-not merely for Germany, but for all
of Europe-a mere interlude, a beautiful "in vain"?
But one misunderstands great human beings if one
views them from the miserable penpective of some
public use. That one cannot put them to any use, that
in itself may belong to greatness.

Goethe is the last C"r*"Silo, whom I feel any rever-
ence: he would have felt three things which I feel-
and we also understand each other about the 'bross."

I am often asked whn after all, I write in German:
norvhere am I read worse than in the fa'.herland. But
who knows in the end whether I even wish to be read
today? To create things on which time tests its teeth
in vain; in form, in substance, to strive for a little im-
mortality-I have never yet been modest enough to
demand less of myself. The aphorism, the apothegm, in
which I am the ffrst among the Gerrans to be a master,
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are the forms of "eternity"; it is my ambition to say in
ten sentences what everyone else says in a book-what
everyone else does not say in a book.

I Lave given mankind ttre most profound book it pos-
sesses, my Zarathustra; shortly I sh6ll give it the most
independent.

WIIAT I  Or i lE TO THE ANCIENTS

1

fn conclusion, a word about tl'rat world to which I
sought approaches, to which I have perhaps found a
new approach-the ancient world. My taste, which
may be the opposite of a tolerant taste, is in this case
too far from saying Yes indiscriminately: it does not
Iike to say Yes; rather even No; but best of all, nothing.
That applies to whole cultures, it applies to books-also
to places and landscapes. At bottom it is a very small
number of ancient books that counts in my life; the
most famous are not among them. My sense of style,
for the epigram as a style, was awakened almost in-
stantly when I came into contact with Sallust. I have
not forgotten the surprise of my honored teacher, Cors-
sen, when he had to give his worst Latin pupil the best
grade: I had finished with one stroke. Compact, severe,
with as much substance as possible, a cold sarcasm
against "beautiful words" and "beautiful ssntirnsnfs"-
here I found myself. And even in my Zarathustra one
will recognize a very serious ambition for a Roman
style, for the aere perenniusL in style.

Nor was my experience any difierent in my ffrst con-
tact with Horace. Te this day, no other poet has given
me the same artistic delight that a Horatian ode gave
me from the ftrst. In certain languages that which has

l "More enduring than bronze."
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been achieved here could not even be attempted. This
mosaic of words, in rvhich every word-as sound, as
place, as concept-pours out its strength- right and left
ind over the whole, this minimum in the extent and
number of the signs, and the maximum thereby attained
in the energy of the signs-all that is Roman and, if
one will believe me, noblc par excellence. All the rest
of poetry becomes, in contrist, something too popular
-a mere garrulity of feelings.

,T

, To the Greeks I do not by any means owe similarly
strong impressions; and-to come right out with it-
t)tey cannot mean as much to us as the Romans. One
does not leorn ftom the Greeks-their manner is too
foreign, and too fluid, to have an imperativg a "class-
ical" efiect. Who could ever have learned to write from
a Greek? Who could ever have learned it withnt the
Romans?

For heaven's sake, do not throw Plato at me. I am
a complete skeptic about Plato, and I have never been
able to join in the admiration for the aftM Plato which
is customary among scholars. In the en4 the subtlest
judges of taste among the ancients themselves are here
on my side. Plato, it seems to me, throws all stylistic
forms together and is thus a ffrst-rate decadent in style:
his responsibility is thus comparable to that of the
Cynics, who invented the satura Menippea,r To be at-
tracted by the Platonic dialogue, this horribly self-
satisfted and childish kind of dialectic, one must never
have read good French writers-Fontenelle, for ex-
ample. Plato is boring. In the end, my mistrust of
Plato goes deepr he represents such an aberration from
all the basic instincts of the Hellene, is so moralistic, so

t Varro's satire on the model of Menippus the Cynic.
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pre€xistently Christian-he already taka th9 congept
ugood for the highest cnncept-that for the whole
phenomenon Plato I would sooner use the harsh p-hrase
'higher snindle," or, if it sounds better, oidealism,"

thai any other. We have paid dearly for the fact that
this Athenian got his schooling from the Egyptians (or
from the Jews in Egryt?). In tha! great calamlty'
Ch'ristianiEi, Plato repres-ents that ambiguity and fasci-
nation, cailed an oideal,' which made it possible for
the nobler spirits of antiquity to misunderstand them-
selves and to set foot on the bridge leading to the cross.
And how rnuch Plato there still is in the concept
'church,o in the construction, system' and practice of
the churchl

My recreation, D/ preference, my cwe from all
platonism has always'b ein Thucydides. Thucydides and'
perhaps, Machiavellik Prirc'tpe ire- most closely related
io myieU by the unconclitional will not to gull oneself
and lo see ieason in reality-not in "reason," still less
in "morality.' For the wretched embellishment of the
Greels int6 an ideal, which the 'classically educated"
youth carries into life as a prize for his classroom drilli
ihere is no more complete 

-cure 
than Thucydides. One

must follow hirr tine by line and read no less clearly
between the lines: tlere are few thinkers who say so
much between ttre lines. With him the culture of the
Sophists, by which I mean the culture of the realists'
reiches its perfect orpressiorr-this inestimable rnov€-
ment amid tire moralisiic and idealistic swindle set loose
on all sides by the Socratic sehools. Greek phllosoph-y:
tbe decadence of the Greek instinct. Thucydides: the
great sum, the last revelation of that strcng, swere, haril
iactualiw which was instinctive with the older Hel-
lenes. In the end, itis courage in the face of reality that
distinguishes a man like Thucydides from Plato: Plato
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is a coward before reality, consequently he fees into
the ideal; Thucydides has control of. hinself, conse.
quently he also maintains control of things.

3
To smell out teautiful souls,' *golden means,' and

other perfections in the Greeks, or to admire their calm
in greatnes* their ideal cast of rnind, their noble sim-
plicity-the psychologist in me protected me against-such 

"noble iimplicity,' e niaiserie allernande anyway.
I saw their strongest instinct, the will to power; I saw
them tremble Gfore the indomitable force of this
drive-I saw how all their institutions gew out of
preventive measures taken to protect each other against
iheir inner explosives. This tremendous inward tension
then discharged itself in terrible and ruthless hostility
to the outside world: the city-states tore each other to
pieces so that the citizens of each might find peace
from themselves. One needed to be strong: danger was
near, it lurked everynvhere. The magniftcent physical
suppleness, the audacious realism and immoralism which
diitinguished the Hellene constituted s neeil, not
'natuie.' It only resulted, it was not there from the
start. And with festivals and the arts they also aimed
at nothing other than to feel on top, to shoo them-
selves on top. These are means of gloritlng oneself,
and in certain cases, of inspiring fear of oneself.

How could one possibly judge the Greels by their
philosopherq as the Germans have done, and use the
Ftritistiie moralism of the Socratic schools as a clue to
what was basically Hellenicl After all, the philosophers
are the decadents of Greek culture, the counter-move-
ment to the ancien! noble taste (to the agonistic in-
stinct, to tl'rc polk, to the value of race, to the authority
of descent). The Socratic virtues were preached because
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the Greeks had lost them: excitable' timid, ffckle
comedians, every one of them, they had a few reasons
too many for having morals preached to-them. Not that
it did iny good-but big words and attitudes suit
decadents so well.

4
I was the ffrst to take seriousln for the understanding

of the older, the still rich and even overflowing Hellenic
instinct, that wonderful phenomenon which bears the
name of Dionyzus: it is 6xplicable only in terrrs of an
excess of force. Whoever followed the Greeks, like that
most profound student of their culture in our time'
Iacob^Burcl*rardt in Basel, knew imme&ately that
iomething had been accomplished thereby; and Burck-
hardt added a special section on this phenomenon to
his Croilizdion of tlw Greeles. To see the opposite, one
should look at the almost amusing poverty of instinct
among the German philologists when they--apPtoTl
tbe D-ionysian. The famous Lobeck, above all, crawled
into this 

-world 
of mysterious states with all the ven-

erable sureness of a worm dried up between books, and
persuaded himself that it was scientiffc of him to be

eliU and childish to the point of nausea-and with the
itmost erudition, Lobeck gave us to understand that
all &ese curiosities really did not amount to anything.
fn fact, the priests could have told the participants in
such orgies iome not altogether worthless things; for
u*"*ple that wine excites lust, that man can under
certain circumstances live on fruit, that plants bloom
in the spring and wilt in the fall. As regards the aston-
ishine dealth of rites, symbols, and myths of an orgiastic
origii, with which the ancient world is Iiterally over-
run-, this gave Lobeck an opportunity to become still
more ingefuous.'The Greels," he saicl (Ag;l.aophamusl,
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672), "when they had nothing else to do, laughed,
iumped, and ran iround; or, since man sometimes feels
ih"t t tge too, they sat down, cried, and lamented.
Others 6ame later iln and sought some reason for this
spectacular behavior; and thus there originated, as ex-
planations for these customs, countless traditions con-
Lncerning feasts and myths. On the other hand, it was
believed that this d'roll do, which took place on the
feast days after all, must also form a necessary part
of the fbstival and therefore it was maintained as an
indispensable feature of the religious seryice." This is
conternptible prattle; a Lobeck simply cannot be taken
seriously for a moment.

We have quite a difrerent feeling when we examine
the concept treek" which was developed by Winckel-
mann and Goethe, and ffnd it incompatible with that
element out of which Dionysian art grows-the orgi-
astic. Indeed I do not doubt that as a matter of prin-
ciple Goethe excluded anything of the sort from
the possibilities of the Greek soul. Consequentlg Coethe
d,id-rct und,erstand' tlze Greeles. For it is only in the
Dionysian mysteries, in the psychology of the Dionysian
state, that the basic tacl of. the Hellenic instinct 6nds
expression-its "will to life." What was it that the
Hellene guaranteed himself by means of these mys-
teries? Etenwl life, the eternal return of life; the future
promised and hallowed in the past; the triumphant Yes
io life beyond all death and change; true life as the
over-all continuation of life through procreation, through
the mysteries of sexuality. For the Greeks the serual
symbol was therefore the venerable symbol par e:(-
cellence, the real profundity in the whole of ancient
piety. Every single element in the act of procreation,
of pregnancy, and of birth aroused the highest and
most solemn feelings. In the doctrine of the mysteries,
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pain is pronounced holy: the pangs of the woman
giving birth hallow all pain; all becoming and growing
-all that guarantees a future-involves pain. That
there may be the eternal joy of creating, that the will
to life may eternally afirm itself, the agony of the
woman $ving birth rnusf also be there eternally.

All this is meant by the word Dionysus: I know no
higher symbolism than this Greek symbolism of the
Dionysian festivals. Here the most profound instinct of
life, thdt directed toward the future of life, the eternity
of life, is experienced religiously-anil the way to life,
procreation, as the holy way. It was Christianity, with
its ressentimenf against life at the bottom of its hearg
which first made something unclean of sexuality: it
threw filth on the ot€io, on the presupposition of otu
life.

5
The psychology of the orgiastic as an overflow_ing

feeling 
-of 

Ufe and strength, where even pain still has

charge-Aristotle ffi"y-but it 
-otd"t

( 6r] h6t, r, r
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to be the eternal ioy of bevond all
#

even joy in
destroying.

And herewith I again touch that point from which I
onc€ went fortht The Birth of Traged'g was my ffrst
revaluation of all values. Herewith I again stand on the
soil out of which my intention, my ability grows-I,
the last disciple of the philosopher Dionysus-I, the
teacher of tbe eternal recurrence.

THE I IAMMER SPEATS

"\ll/hy so hard?" the kitchen coal once said to the
diamond. 'After all, are we not close kin?"

Why so soft? O my brothers, thus I ask you: are
you not after all my brothers?

Why so soft, so pliant and yielding? Why is there so
much denial" seU-denial" in your hearu? So little des-
tiny in your eyes?

And if you do not want to be destinies and inexor-
able oneq how can you one day triumph with me?

And if your hardness does not wish to flash and cut
and cut through, how can you one day create with me?

For all creators are hard. And it must seem blessed-
ness to you to imFress your hand on millennia as on
wa&

Blessedness to write on the will of millennia as on
bronze-harder than bronze, nobler than bronze. Only
the noblest is altogether hard.

This new tablet, O my brothers, f place over yous
become hardl

Tnrathustra, III, p. 3zO





THE ANTICHNIST

E D T T O R ' g  P R E F A C E

After completing Tuiltght ol the ldols, Nietzsche aban-
doned his'previlous plais foi writing a work to be callecl
The Witt to Pouer,-lnstead, he decided to write a four-
part Reaal:uation of All Values: not a collection of notes or
iphorisms, but four essays; and he succeeded in completing
the preface and the first essay: Der Antichrist.

The title is ambiguous. It lirst calls to mind the apocalyp-
tic Antichrist, and [his more sensational nrear^ing is in keep-
ing with the author's intention to be as provocative as Pos-
si6le. But the title could also mean '"fhe Anti-Christian,"
and this interpretation is nruch more in kceping with the
contents of the book, and in sections 38 and 47 the word
is used in a context in which this is the only possible mean-
ing.

It is dso likely tbat a parallel to 'anti-Semite- is in-
tended. Nietzsche's attitude toward anti-Semitism in this
work is, at ffrst glance, puzzling; it has even been suggested
that his anti-Cfiristianily might have been motivated by
anti-semitism. But he is as opposed to anti-Semitism as
ever. This is plain in all the othcr works of 1888, including
the two books he conrposed aftet The Antlchfist: Ecce
Ilomo and Nietzsche contra Wagner. The Iatter consists of
passages from his earlier works, edited slightly; and the
relatively few additions include several aimed at anti-Semi-
tism. And in his last letters he would even like to shoot all
antlSemites.' Nietzsche's sharply divergent attitudes toward
the Old and the New Testaments furnish another clue. For
the Old Testament was one of his great loves. "The drgnity

565
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of death and a kind of. conseuatlon of passion have perhaps
never yet been represented nrore beautifully . . . than by
certain Jews of the Old Testament: to these even the Greek
could have gooe to schooll" he writes in a late note; and
the same theme is developed rnore fully, together with his
dislike for the New Testament, h Beyond Good anil Eoll
(aphorism 52, included in this volume) and in the last part
of. t\e Genealogy (aphorism zz); and still later it is con-
densed into a mere eight words in an addition to a passage
cited in Nictzsche contta Wagnetj ln The Antichrist itself,
Nietzsche cites Luke 6:23, "for in the like manner did their
fathers unto the prophets," and conrments: 'Impertinent

rabblet They compare themselves with the prophets, no
less."

The Anttchritvt is Part One of the Reoaluation, and one
of its main themes is the reversal of the traditional appraisal
of the relationship between Christianity and ludaism-an
appraisal that had reached an extreme form in the self-
styled 'Christian" anti-Semitism of those dtys. One may
think of Hofprediger Stiicker, of Richard Wagner and his
son-in-law Chamberlain, whose tracts made such a tremen-
dous impression on Hitler and Rosenberg, and also of the
man whom Nietzsche's sister married, Bernhard Fdrster.
(Of Nietzsche's many bitter letters about this marriage, only
one has been included in this volume, dated Christmas
1882. ) In Ftjrster's representative formulation, Christ had
appearecl among the Jews because 'bn the dark background
of the most depraved of all nations, the bright ffgure of the
Savior of the world would stand out the more impressively.-
Even before he knew Fdrster, Nietzsche had noted down:
'Jesus and Saul: the two most Jewish Jews perhaps who
ever lived"; and in The Attichrist this point is elaborated.
The New Testament, far from representing any progress
over the Old, confronts us with 'the people at the bottom,
the outcasts and 'sinners,' the chandalas within Judaism."
Wher+Nietzsche is saying to the Christian enti-Semites

rSee p. 668.
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9f !is-fay. whose &agon seed Hider reaped-where do you
ftnd all the qualities which you denoun& as typically Jew-
ish if not in the New Testament? Not U6ses aid- the
prophets, but Paul and the early Chrristians are 'little

superlative Jews." This irony at the expense of Christian
anti-Semitism (compare also section 55: 

'An anti-semite
certainly is not any more decent because he lies as a matter
of .principle") so delights Nietzsche that he reverts again
and again to ad homircm arguments and digs which-io-
volve him in the adoption of his opponents'c;t.

The two main types of the book, apart from the lndi-
vidual pe_rsonalities of Jesus and Paul,-are the priest and
the chandala. Two seniences in section 5r are &ntral for
an understanding of the book: Christianity was 'not a func-
tion of race-it turned to every kind of man who was dis-
inhedted by life, it had its allies everywhere. At the bottom
of Christianity is the rancor of the'sick, instinct directed
against the healthy, against health itself.. The motif here
suggested, of Christianity as the religion of vengefulness
par excellence--this complete revaluation of the iccepted
point of view-is the main point of the essay. In what dther
religion, Nietzsche asks, are- the great ffgures so consistently
and so .characteristically imbued 

-with 
tlie spirit of revenge?

Nietzsche excepts Jesus, against whom he aluarrce, difierEnt
objections; and he dismisles St. Francis as .neurotic, 

epi-
Ieptic, a visionary, like Jesus' (The Wllt to poue4 zzr).'

Stylistically, the work is, like most of Nietzschet books,
very uneven. The often clipped cadences ofter a refreshing
contrast to Zarathustra; but frequently the rhetoric gets out
of hand. Nietzsche is at his best wfien'he managei to re-
strain-himself; for examplg jn sections 45 and 4gl Voltaire
and.Shaw might w-ell have envied him such passages.

PhilosophicallS his uncritical use of termi like-life, na-
lur1 "11 

decadence greatly weakens his case. Historicalln
he is often ignorant: the two Hebrew words he sUcks in
for effect do not make sense, and his conception of Jesus_to meDtion a more important matter-is quite unconvincing,
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though no more so than most such PorEaits. That the book
is mLnt to be sho&iogly blasphemous scarcely needs pay-

ing'
i.ike Nietzsche's ffrst essay, The Birth of Trcgedg, The

Antichdst is unscholarly and so full of faults that ooly- a
pedant could have any'wish to catalogue them. But unlike
inost scholars, Nietzsche sees vital things and has the
power to communicate them vividly. And as he himself
noted at twenty-three: T-gors-ef*geat'lgql are more
fruitful than the truths o-f little men. 12--------

PREFACE

Revaluation of All Yalues

This book belongs to the very few. Perhaps not one
of them is even-tving vet. Maybe they will be the
readers who underst"tti my Zarathustra: how could T
mistake myself for one of those for whom there are ears
even now? Only the day after tomorrow belongs to me.
Some are born posthumouslY.

The conditiois under wliich I am understood, and
then of rccessity-Iknow them only too well' One must
be honest in matters of the spirit to the point of hard-
ness before one can even endure my seriousness and
my passion. One must be skilled in living on mountains
-t"i"i.,g the wretched ephemeral babble of politics and
national- self-seeking benaoth oneself. One must have
become indifierent; one must never ask if the truth is
useful or if it may prove our undoing. The predilec-
tion of strength for questions for which no one today
has the corr."og"; thd courage for the fotbidden; the
predestination 

-to 
the labyrinth. An experience of seven

iolitudes. New ears for new music. Nerv eyes for what
is most distant. A new conscience for truths that have so
far remained mute. And the will to the economy of the
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trreat style: keeping our strength, our entlwslasm in
Xarness.'Reveretice Tor oneself; love of oneself; unCoo'
ditional freedom before oneself.

Well thent Such men alone are my readers, my right
readers, my predestined readers: what matter the restP
The rest-tliat is merely mankind. One must be above
mankind in strength, it loftirwss of soul-in contempt'

Fnrnonrcn NrsTzscHE

First Book' The Antichrist
ATTEMPT AT A CRITIQUE

OF CHNISTIANITY

1

L.et us face ourselves. We are Hyperboreans; we know
very well how far ofi we live. "Nejther by land nor-ly
sea- will you ffnd the way to the Hype-rboreans"-
Pindar already knew this about us. g"yolq the north'
ice, and deaiit-our Wq out happiness. We have dis-
covered happiness, we know the way,-we^have found
the exit o,tf6f the labyrinth of thousands of years. Who
else has found it? Modern man perhaps? *I have got
lost; I am everything that has got lost," sighs modern
man.

This modernity was our sickness: lary peace, cow'
ardly compromise, the whole virtuous uncleanliness
of tire modern Yes and No. This tolerancg and hrgeut
of the heart, which "forgives" all because it "under-
stands" all, is srocco for us. Rather live in the ice than
among modern virtues and other south winds!

We were intrepid enough, we spared neither our-
selves nor others;^but for a-long timi we did not know
where to turn with our intrepidity. W" became gloomn
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we were called fatalists. Our fatum-the abundance,
the tension, the damming of strength. We thirsted for
lightning and deeds and were most remote from the
happiness of the weakling, -resignation." In our atmos-
phere was a thunderstorm; the nature we are became
dark-for ue sau tn uay. Formula for our happiness:
a Yes, a No, a straight ling a goal.

9.

virtue that is moralinel-free).
The weak and the failures shall perish: ffrst principle

ol ow love of man. And they shall even be given every
pc:sible assistance.- 

What is more harmful than any vice? Active prty for
all the failures and all the weak: Christianity.

3
The problem I thus pose is not what shall succeed

mankind in the sequence of living beings (man is an
end), but what type of man shall be bred, shall be
uilled, for being higher in value, worthier of life, more
certain of a future.

Even in the past this higher type has appeared often
-but as a fortunate accident, as an exception, never as
something willed. In fact, this has been the type most
dreaded-almostthe dreadful-and from dread the op

r The coinage of a man who neither smoked nor drank
cofiee.
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Dosite bpe was willed, bred, and attahwil: the domestic
inittral,'ihe herd animal, the sick human animal-the
Christian.

4
Mankind does nof represent a development toward

something better or stronger or higher in the sense
acoepted*today. '?rogress't is merely -a modern idea,
that-is, a falsi idea. the European of today is vastly
inferior in value to the European of the Renaissance:
further development is altogether rrct aceording to any
necessity in the direction of elevation, enhancement, or
strength.

In another sense, success in individual cases is cor
stantly encountered in the most widely difiere_nt places
and cultures: here we really do ffnd a higlrct type.
which is, in relation to mankind as a whole, a kind of
ovennan. Such fortunate accidents of gre4t success have
always been possible and will perhaps alwap be pos-
sible. And even whole families, tribes, or peoples may
occasionally reprcsent such a buVs-ege.

5
Christianity should not be beautiffed and embel-

lished: it has wageil deaclly war against this higher
type of man; it hai placed all the basic instincts of this
type under the ban; and out of these instincts it has
<iiitnea evil and the Evil One: the strong man as the
t)?ically reprehensible man, the'reprobate." Christian-
iiv has sided with all that is weak and base, with all
failures; it has made an ideal of whatever corrtradicts
the instinct of the strong life to presenre itself; it has
corrupted the reason even of those strongest in spirit
by teic[ing men to consider the supreme values of the
spirit as something sinful, as. something that leads into

t f ' \  I  A l . - i_  ^  t

t. rW' N <1zg ,h < '^t'Q-44 tq'/ 
,

Al  ozt-q^1'  ( . r  efr l  ktau-se r f

Zilo*- .nty oqe r+'rvr4 Yht'n'
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em)r-as ternptations. The most pitiful example: th9
corruption of Pascal, who believed in the comrption of
his re-ason through original sin when it had in fact been

comrpted only by his Christianity.

6

It is a painful, horrible sPectacle that has dawned on

me: I have drawn back the curtain from the corn p-

tion of. man. In my mouth, this word is at least free

from one suspicion: that it might involve a- moral ac-

cusation of rian. It is meantJet me emphasize this

onc€ ilor€-fiioraline-free, so much so that I experi-

ence this corruption most strongly precisely where men

have so far aqpired most dehberately to 
'virhre" and

"godliness.' I understand comrption, as you will guess,

ii the sense of decadence: it ii my contention that all

the values in which mankind now sums up its supreme

desiderata ar e dp cod'ence -oolues.

I call an animal, a species, or an individual comrpt

when it loses its instiicts, when it chooses, when it

orefers. what is disadvantageous for it. A history of
t'loftv sentiments,'of the 'ideak of mankind"-and it

is nossible that I shall have to write it-would almost

"rpt"itr 
too whq man is so corrupt. Life itself is to my

mind the instinct for growth, for durability, fot an

accumulation of forces,-for pqwet wherc the will to

power is lacking there is decline. It is-my contention

ihat all the supr-eme values of mankind lack this will-

that the valuei which are symPtomatic of decline, rd-

hitbttic values, are lording it under the holiest names'

7
Christianity is called the religion o! p'tl'Pity stands

onoosed to the tonic emotions which heighten our vital-

ifi it has a depressing efiect. W= g: tPri;gl-of
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strength-:vheq we feel pity. That loss of strength which
sufiering as such inftcts on life is still further increased
and multiplied by pity. p:g.g*ggq9g
Under certain circumstances, it may eng
loss of life and vitality out of all proportion to the
magnitude of the cause (as in the case of the death of
the Nazarene). That is the ffrst consideration, but there
is a more important one.

Suppose we measure pity by the value of the re-
actions it usually produces; then its perilous nature
appears in an even brighter light. Quite in general, pity
ciolses the law of development, which is the law of
selection. It preserves what is ripe for destruction; it
defends those who have been disinherited and con-
demned by life; and by the abundance of the failures of
all kinds which it keeps. alive, it gives life itself a
gloomy and questionable aspecl- 

Some have dared to call pity a virtue (in every noble
ethic it is considered a weakness); and as if this were
not enough, it has been made the virtue, the basis and
source of all virtues. To be sure-and one should al-
ways keep this in mind-this was done by a philoso-
phy that was nihilistic and had inscribed the negation
of life upon its shield. Schopenhauer tvas consistent
enough: pity negates life and renders it more desetoing ,

\,, i  6nigatt;n. n I t ft lyaq1,ru-Jal.€n
X V:jflit.ii" pro"tiL!'& "riirt'Hf#d 

rep6at: this de- 7.rf' pressive and contagious instinct crosses those instincts
which aim at the preservation of life and at the en-
hancement of its value. It multiplies misery and con-
serves all that is miserable, and is thus a prime instru-
ment of the advancement of decadence: pity persuades

575
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This innocent rhetoric from the realm of the religious.

moral idiosyncrasy appears much less innocent as soon
as rve realize whictr tendency it is that here shrouds
itself in sublime words: hostikty against lila. Schopen-
hauer was hostile to life; therefore pity became a virtue
for him.

Aristotle, as is well known, considered pity a patho
logical and dangerous condition, which one would be
w6ll advised to ittack now and then with a purge: he
understood tragedy as a Purge. From the standpoint of
the instinct of life, a remedy certainly seems necessaly
for such a pathological and dangerous accumulation of
pity as is reipresentid by the casJof Schopenhauer (and
ir"io*un"t"ty by our entire literary and artistic deca-
dence from St. Petersburg to Paris, from Tolstoi to Wag-
ner)-to puncture it and make itburst.

In our 
-whote 

unhealthy rnodernity there is nothing
more unhealthy than Christian Ptty.Tg be plyrylans
lwre, to be inixorable here, to wield the scalpel here
-that is our part, that is our love of man, that is how
ue are philosophen, we Hypuboreafft.

8
It is necessary to say whom we csnsider our antith-

esis: it is the'theologians and whatever has theo'
logians' blood in its veiis-and that includes our whole
philosophy.- 

Whoevlr has seen this catastrophe at close range or'
better yet, been subjected to it and almost perished of
it, will no longer consider it a joking matter (the free-
thinking of oui honorable nahrral scientists and physiol-
ogists ii to my mind, a joke: they lack passion in these
m"atters, they'do nct sufier them as their passion and
martyrdom). This poisoning is much more extensive
than'is generally suirposed,l have found the theologi-
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ans' instinctive arrogance wherever anyone today con-
siders himself an 'tdealist"-wherever a dght is as-
sumed, on the basis of some higher origin, to look at
reality from a superior and foreign vantagg point.

The idealis! exactly like the priest, holds all the
great concepts in his hand (and not only in his hand!);
he plays them out with a benevolent contempt for the
'un-deistanding,o the'senses,o ohonors,o'good living,"
and "science"; he considers all that benaath him, as so
many harmful and seductive forces over which "the
spirii' hovers in a state of pure for-itselfness-as if
liumility, chastity, poverty, oi, itt one word, holiness,
had not harmed life immeasurably more than any hor-
ronl or vices. The pure spirit is the pure lie.

As long-aq-the priest idere{a higher type of
,and poisoner

of lil4there i5-no arl-swer {the questi\: what is
truth? For truth has been stood on its head\lren the
conscious advocate of nothingness and negation is ac-
cepted as the representative of 'truth.'

9
Against this theologiar.s' instinct I wage war: I have

found its traces everywhere. Whoever has theologians'
blood in his veins, sees all things in a distorted and dis-
honest perspective to begin with. The pathos which de-
velops out of this condition calls itself. faith: closing
one's eyes to oneself once and for all, lest one suffer the
sight of incurable falsehood. This faulty perspective on
all things is elevated into a morality, a virtue, a holiness;
the good conscience is tied to faulty vision; and no
other perspective is conceded any further value once
one's own has been made sacrosanct with the names of
oGod," 'redemption," and 'eternity." I have dug up the
theologians' instinct everywherer it is the most wide-



l
678 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCTTE
spread, rc lly &tbteffa.neon, forrr of falsehood fouuil on
earth.

Whatevbr p theolo$an feels to be true must be
false: this is almost a criterion of truth. His most basic
instinct of self-preservation forbids him to respect real-
ity at any point or even to let it get a word in. Wher-
ever the theologians'instinct extends, oalue iudgnents
have been stood on $6ir heads.rind the concepts of
otrue" and "falseo ar/ of necgscity reversgd: whatever
is most harmful tolife is called 

'true"r whatevgt el*

"e6jl""h"o*./"ffirms, 
justifies it,,And' *akd it tti-

umphant, is called ofll3ii." V/hen theologians reach out
for-power th,rough the 'conscience" of princes (or of
peoples), we need never doubt what really happens at
Botto*, the will to the end, the nihilistic will, wants
power.

1(}

Among Germans I am immediatd undentood when
I say that philosophy has been comrPted by_theologi-
ans''blood.-The Piotestant Parson is the grandfather of
German philosophy; Protestantism itself, its peccatum
ortginote:\ Deffnition of Protestantism : the partial paral-
ysii of Christianity.--cnd of reason. One need _merely
iay "Tiibingen Seminar;f to understand what C'emran
philosophy"is at bottomz an insidioas theology. The'swabians'are 

the best liars in Germany: they lie inno-
centlv.

Wity *"t Kant's appearance greeted with jubilation

"*oni 
German scholiri--of whJm three-fourths are the

so* 6f parsons and teachqrs-and whence came the
German 

-conviction, 
echoed even today, that a change

for the better began with Kant? The theologians' in-
stinct in the Geruran scholars divined whot had. once

t'Original sio"-
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asain been made possible. A path had been found on
rtihi"h one could sireak back ti the old ideal. The con-
ception ot autnte u)odd," the conception of morality as
ttre essence of the world (these two most malignant
errors of all timet), were once again, thanks to a wily
and shrewd skepticism, if not provable, at least no
longer rcfutable. Reason, the right of reasor! does not
extend that far. Reality had been reduced to mere *ap

pearance,o and a mendaciously fabricated world, the
world of being, was honored as reality. Kant's success
is merely a theologians' success: like Luther, like Leib'
nia Kant was one more clog for German honesty, which
was none too steady in the ffrst place.

1 1

One more word against Kant as a moral&. A virtue
must be out oun invention, our most necessary self-
expression and self-defense: any other kind of virtue
is merely a danger. Whatever is not a condition of our
Me harms it: a virtue that is prompted solely by a
feeling of respect for the eoncept of 'virtue," as Kant
would have it, is harmful. oVirtue," odut/," the 'good

in itself," the good which is impersonal and universally
valid-<himeras and expressions of decline, of the ffnal
exhaustion of life, of the Chinese phase o[ Kiinigsberg.
The fundamental laws of self-preservation and growth
dernand the opposite-that everyone invent his oun
virtue, his oun categorical imperative. A people perishes
when it confuses ifs duty with duty in general. Nothing
ruins us more profoundly, more intimately, than every
'impersonaf' duty, eveqy sacriffce to the lr{oloch of
abstraction. How could one fail to feel how Kant's cate-
gorical imperative endangered life itselfl The theologi-
ans' instinct alone protected itl

An action demanded by the insHnct of life is proved



578 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

tobe fightby the pleasure that accompanies it; yet this
nthilist inittt ttit CLristian dogmatic entrails considered
pleasure an obiection' What could destroy us more
?luickly than working, thinking, and feeling without any
i-r,trer t 

"""rtity, 
without any deeply Plfon-al choice,

without pleasire-as an automaton of -'duty''? This is
the very recipe for decadence, even for idiocy, Kant
became an idiot. And this man was a contemporary of
Goethe! This catastrophic spider was considered the
German philosopher-he still is!

I bewalre of saying what I think of the Germans. Did
not Kant ffntl in the French Revolution the transition
from the inorganic form of the state to'Jte organicP Did
he not ask himself whether there was any event I'hich
could be explained only in terms of ,a moral disposition
of mankind, an event which would demonshate once
and for all the 'tendency of mankind toward the good'?
Kantt gnswel: .]This F -t!e Revolution'-.m: :itliTias instinct, Gerrnan

Krllttl --/

I except a few skeptics-the decent type in the his-

tory of philosophy, tie rest -are simply unaware of the

most bisic re{uirements of intellectual hone-sty' All
these great enfhusiasts and prodigies behave like our
little females: thev consider'beautiful sentiments' ade-
ouate arquments, regard a heaving bosom as the bellows
oi the dEitv, and coirviction a uiterion of truth' In the
end, Kant iti"d, *ith 'G€rman' innocence, to give this

comrntion, this lack of any intellectual conscience,
scientiffc status with his notion of'practical reason":
he invented a special kind of reason for cases in which
one need not bother about reason-that ig when moral-
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Ity, when the sublime command 'thou shalg'raises its
voice.

When we consider that among almost all peoples the
philosopher is merely the next developmlnt- of the
priestly fire, then this legacy of the priest, this self-
deceiving -counterfeit, ceases to be suqprising. Ilaving
sacred tasks, such as improving, saving, or redeemin!
mankind-carrying the aeity in lis bosoin and being thE
mouthpiece of imperatives from the beyond-with such
a mission a man naturally stands outside all merely in-
tellectual valuations: he himself is sanctified by such a
task, he himself is a tme of a higher order! What is
science to the priest? He is above thatt And until now
the priest_ has ruledl He determined the concipts of'true" and ourrtrue't

Let ns not underestirn",ltf,*r we ourseloes,we free
spirits, are nothing less than a *revaluation of all
values," an incarnate declaration of war and triumoh
over all the ancient conceptions of otrueo and .untrue.-
The most valuable insighti are discovered last; but the
most valuable insights are the methods. All the meth-
ods, all the presuppositions of our current scientiffc out-
look, were opposed for thousands of years with the nost
profound contempt. For their sake, men were excluded
frorn the company of'decent'people and considered*enemies of God," despisers of the truth, and ..pos-
sessed." Anyone with a scientiffc bent was a Chandiala.

We have had the whole pathos of mankind against
us-their conception of whlt truth ouglrf to lie, of
what the service of the truth urglft to bi: every..thou
shalt" has hitherto been aimed igainst us. Oui obiec-
tiyes, our practice, our quiet, cauti,ous, mistrtrstful mtn_
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ner-all these were considered utterly unworthy and
contemptible.

In the end one might well ask whether it was not
really an aesthetic taste that kept mankind in blindness
for so long: a pictures<1ue efiect was demanded of the
truth, and the lover of knowledge was expected to make
a strong impression on the senses. Our modesty
ofiended men s taste longest of all. How well they
divined that, these turkeycocks of Godl

r4

We have learned differently. We have become more
modest in every rvay. We no longer derive man from
'the spirit' or 

'the deity''; rve have placed him back
among the animals. We consider him the strongest ani'

mal because he is the most cunning: his spirituality is
a consequence of this. On the other hand, we oPPose
the vanity that rvould raise its head again here too-

as if mair had been the great hidden PurPose of the

evolution of the aninrals. Man is by no means the crown

of creation: evcry living being stands beside him on the

same level of perfection. And even this is saying too

much: relatively speaking, man is the most bungled of

all the anirnrrls, theiickliest, and not one has strayed more

dangerously from its instincts. But for all that, he is of

course tlre most interesting.
As regards the animalsl Descartes was the ffrst to

have daied, with admirable boldness, to understand

the animal as machina: the whole of our physiology

endeavors to prove this claim. And we are consistent

enough not to except man, as Deseartes still did: our

know"ledge of man ioday goes just-as far as we under-

stand him mechanisticrrlly. Formerly man was given a
'free willl' as his dowry fi'om a higher order: today -we
havc taken his v'ill away altogether, in the sense that
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we no longer admit the will as a faculty. The old word
'will" now serves only to denote a resultant, a kind of
individual reaction, which-follows necessarily upon a
number of partly contradictory, partly harmonious stim-
uli: the will no longer'acts" or'moves."

Formerly, the proof of man's higher origin, of his
divinity, was found in his consciousness, in his 'spirit.'

To become perfect, he rvas advised to draw in his
senses, turtle fashior! to cease all intercourse with
earthly things, to shed his mortal shroud: then his es-
sence would remain, the 'pure spirit." Here too we
have reconsidered: the development of consciousness,
the "ggj1jt," is for us nothing less than the symptom of
a relative imperfection of the organism; it meaps_!rylgg;,
groping; blundpring-an exertion which uses up an un,
necessary amoun! of deivorii eneigy. We deny [hat any-
thing can be done pbrfectly as-long as it is still done
consciously. The 'pure spirit" is a pure stupidity: if we
subtract the nervous system and the senses-the'mortal
shrcud"-d1en ue miscalculate-that is alll

15
In Christianity neither morality nor religion has even

a single point of contact with reality. Nothing but im-
aginary causes ('God," *soul," 'ego," 'spirit,- ufree

willl'-for that matter, *unfree will"), nothing but im-
aginary effects ('sirU" "'grace," ]runish-
ment" 'forgiveness of sins"). between im-
aginary beings ('God,"'spirits,o osouls"); an imaginary
tutural science (anthropocentric; no trace of any con-
cept of natural carrses); an imaginary psychology (noth-
ing but self-misunderstandings, interpretations of agree-
able or disagreeable general feelingi-for exampl6, of
the states o{the neius sympathicilvwith the;id of
the srgn language of the religio-moral idios;rncrasy: 're-
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pent-alr99i 'pangs of conscience,' "tempt{tion by the
qgYl,"-"the_presenc€ 9f G,od"); an imaginary tetiology
_('the kingdom of God," "the Iast Judgmeni," 

'eterrial
life").

This uorld ol pure fiaion is vastly inferior to the
world of dreams insofar as the latter nrlrrors reality,
rvhereas the former falsiffes, devalues, and negates real-
ity. Once the concept of 'nature- had been iulvented as
the opp-osite of 'God,''naturalo had to become a syn-
onym of 'reprehensible': this whole world of ffction is
rooted in hatreil of the natural (of reality!); it is the
expression of a profound vexation at the sight of reality.

But this_erpl.ains eoerything. Who alone has good
reason to Iie his way out of reality? He who sufiers
fiom it. But to sufier from reality is to be a piece of
rya]ity that has come to grief. The preponderance of
feelings of displeasure over feelings of pleasure is the
cause of this ffctitious morality and religion; but such
a preponderance provides the very formula for de-
cadence.

r6
A critigue of the Chri.stian conception of Goil fiorces

us to the same conelusion. A people that still believes
in itself retains its own god. In him it reveres the con-
ditions whieh let it prevail, its virtues: it projects its
pleasure in itself, its feeling of power, into a being to
whom one may offer thanks. Whoever is rich wants to
give of his riches; a proud people needs a god: it wants
to sacrifice. Under such conditions, religion is a form
of thankfulness. Being thankful for hims'elf, man needs
a god. Such a god must be able to hefu and to harn5
to be friend and enemy-he is admired whether good
or destructive. The anti-naturul castration of a god, to
make him a god of the good alone, rvould here be con-
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trary to everything desirable. The evil god is needed no
less than the good god: after all, we do not owe our
own existence to tolerance and humanitarianism.

What would be the point of a god who knew nothing
of wrath, revenge, envy, scorn, cunning, and violence?
who had perhaps never experienced the delightful
ardeurc of victory and annihilation? No one rvould
understand such a god: why have him then?

To be sure, when a people is perishing, when it feels
how its faith in the future and its hope of freedom are
waning irrevocably, when submission begins to appear
to it as the prime necessity and it becomes aware of
the virtues of the subjugated as the conditions of self-
preservatiorq then its god has fo change too. Now he
becomes a sneak, timid and modest; he counsels 'peace

of soul," hate-no-more, forbearance, even "love" of
friend and enemy. He moralizes constantln he crarvls
into the cave of every private virhre, he becomes god
for everyman, he becomes a private person,l a cos-
mopolitan.

Formerly, he represented a people, the shength of a
people, everything aggressive and power-thirsty in the
soul of a people; now he is merely the good god.

Indeed, there is no other alternative for gods: eitlrar
they are the will to power, and they remain a people's
gods, or the incapacity for power, and then they neces-
sarily become gooil.

Wherever the will to pK", declines in any form,
there is invariably also a physiological retrogression,
decadence. The deity of decadence, gelded in his most
virile virhes and instincts, becomes of necessity the

I Literal banslatiou of tie Greek ldiotes; d. section zg
p. 6or.
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god of the physiologically refograde, of the weak. Of
course, they do not call themselves the weak; they call
themselves "the good."

No further hint is required to indicate the moments
in history at which the dualistic fiction of a good and an
evil god ffrst became possible. The same instinct which
prompts the subjugated to reduce their god t9_ tfe
-good=-in-itself" also prompts them to eliminate all the
good qualities from the god of their conquerors;_they
iake revenge on their masters by turning their god into
the ileoil. The good god and the devil-both abortions
of decadence

How can anyone today still submit to the simplicity
of Christian theologians to the point of insisting with
them that the development of the conception of God
from the "God of Isriel,o the god of a people, to the
Christian God, the quintessence of everything good,
represents progress? Yet even Renan does this. As if
Renan had the-right to be simple-mindedl After all, the
opposite stares you in the face. When the presupposi'
tibns of ascend.ing life, when everything strong, brave,
masterful, and proud is eliminated from the conception
of God; when he degenerates step by step into a mere
symbol, a stafi for the weary,- a she-et-anchor for the
drorvning; when he becomes'the god of-the poor,-the
sinners, and the sick par excellence, and the attribute
"Savior" or "Redeemer" remains in the end as the one
essential attribute of divinity-just tolrat does such a
transformation signify? what, such a teduction of the
divine?' 

To be sure, "the kingdom of God" has thus been en-
Iarsed. Formeily he hi'd only his people, his "chosert''

p"o'pt". Then he, like his people' became a wanderer
ind *et t irrto foreign lands; and ever since, he has not
settled down anvw-here-until hg ffnally came to feel

l l t l  
" i -  

Jh ' i  L" , - 'u  t ,  o+ /1c ua lus ' l  7
,  , t  ^ !

C 1u',i,n + /v' ell;thrc A,\s'\'n6 {1lrlr\n"'F

ts $rhe , lJ 'r  , . ; ,*r .rn . ;r 'a;n. l \ '
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at home anywhere, this great c,osmopolitan-until'the
great numbers" and half the earth were on his side.
Nevertheless, the god of "the great numbers," the demo-
crat ar:long the gods, did not become a proud pagan
god: he remained a Jew, he remained a god of nooks,
the god of all the dark corners and places, of all the
unhealthy quarters the world overl

His world-wide kingdom is, as ever, an underworld
kingdom, a hospital, a souterrainL kingdom, a ghetto
kingdom. And he himself : so pale, so weak, so decadent.
Even the palest of the pale were able to master him:
our honorable metaphysicians, those concept-albinos.
They spun their webs around him until, hypnotized by
their motions, he himself became a spider, another
metaphysician. Now he, in turn, spun the wotld out of
himself-sub specie Spinozaa. Now he transfigLrred him-
self into something ever thinner and paler; he became
an 'ideal," he became "pure spirit," the "Absolute,",the
"thing-in-itself." The deterioration of a god: God be-
came tle "thing-in-itself."

r8

The Christian conception of God-God as god of the
sick, God as a spider, God as spirit-is one of the most
corrupt conceptions of the divine ever attained on
earth. It may even represent the low-water mark in the
descending development of divine types. God degen-
erated into the contrad,iction of life, instead of being its
transffguration and eternal Yesl God as the declaration
of war against life, against nature, against the will to
Iive! God-the formula for every slander against "this
world," for every lie about the "beyond"l God-the

_t L'espfit soutenain was the title of the ffrst volume by
Dostoevski t}lat Nietzsche pickecl up in 1887, in FrencL
translation.



580 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

deiffcation of nothingness, the will to nothingness pro-
aounced holyl

19
That the strong races of northern Europe did not

reject the Christiin God certainly does ni credit to
their religious genius-not to speak of their taste. There
is no excuse whatever for their failure to dispose of such
a sickly and senile product of decadence. But a curse
lies upon them for this failure: they have absorbed sick-
ness, old age, and contradiction into all their instincts-
and since then they have not created another god. Al-
most two thousand years-and not a single new godl
But still, as if his existence were justified, as if he repre-
sented the ultimate and the maximum of the god-creat-
ing power, of the creator spiritus in man, this pitiful god
of Christian monotono-theisml This hybrid producf of
decay, this mixture of zero, concept, and contradiction,
in which all the instincts of decadence, all cowardices
and wearinesses of the soul, ffnd their sanctionl^,

M t e P (  r - l { w , ; '  ( i r , ; \ " ' '  V '  r '  g . - p i r f f r i
4 -  ab ;q r l r ' | v .  20  i

I hope that my condemnation of Christianity has not
involved me in any injustice to a related religion with
an even larger number of adherentsz Buddhi.sm. Both
belong together as nihilistic religions-they are religions
of decadence-but they difier most remarkablv. For
being in a position rro# to compare them, the 

"iiti" 
of

Christianity is profoundly grateful to the students of
India.

Buddhism is a hundred times rirore realistic than
Christianity: posing problems objectively and coolly is
part of its inheritance, for Buddhism comes after a phil-
osophic movement which spanned centuries. The con-
cept of "God' had long been disposed of when it
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arrived. Buddhism is the only genuinely positivistic
reli.qion in history. This applies even to its theory of
knowledge (a strict phenomenalism): it no longer says
'stmggle- against slnj' but, duly respectful of reality,
"strugfle against wffering! Buddhism is profound$
distinguishea from Christianity by the fact th_at the self-
deception of the moral concePts lies far behind it. In
my t^erms, it stands beyond good and evil.-The 

tu.ro physiological fucis on which it is based and
which it keeps in mind are: first, an excessive sensitivity'
which manifests itself in a reffned susceptibility to pain;
and second,, an overspiritualization, an all-tooJong pre-
occupation with concepts and logical procedures, which
has damaged the instinet of personality by subordinating
it to the oimpersonal" (both states which at least some
of my readers, those who are 'objective" like -myself,
will know from experience). These physiological condi-
tions have led to a depression, and the Buddha proceeds
against this with hygienic measures. Against it he recom-
mends life in the open air, the wandering life; modera-
tion in eating and a careful selection of foods; wariness
of all intoxicants; wariness also of all emotions that acti-
vate the gall bladder or heat the blood; no wotry either
for oneself or for others. He prescribes ideas which are
either soothing or cheering, and he invents means for
weaning oneself from all the others. He understands
goodness and graciousness as health-promoting.

Prayer is ruled out, and so is ascetici.sm; there is no
categoricat imperative, no compulsion whatever, not
even in the monastic societies (one may leave again).
All these things would merely increase the excessive sen-
sitivitv we mentioned. For the same reason, he does not
ask his followers to ffght those who think otherwise: there
is nothing to which his doctrine is more opposed than
the feeling of revenge, antipathy, ressertiment ("it is
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not by enmity that enmity is ended'l-that is the stirriag
refrain of ait guddhism). And all this is quite right:
these emotions would indeed be utterly unhealthg in
view of the basic hygienic pu{pose.

Against the spiritual exhaustion he encounters, which
mani sts itself in an excessive "objectivity" (that is, in
the individualis loss of interest in himself, in the loss of
a center of gravity, of "egoism"), he ffghts with a rigor-
ous attempt to Iead back even the most spiritual inter-
ests to the person. In the Buddha's doctrine' egoism
becomes a duty: the 'one thing needful," the question
'how can you iscape from su{Iering?" regulate_s and lim-
its the wh6le spiritual diet. (Perhaps one may here recall
that Athenian who also waged war against any pure
'scientismo-socrates, who elevated personal egoism to
an ethic, even in the realm of problems.)

mild climate, eustoms
and the absence of

i moreover, the movement had to originate
e hioher- and even the scholarlV, classes.among the higher, and even the scholarly, classes.

Cheetdness, dalm, and freedom from desire are the
hiehest qoal, and the goal is attained. Buddhism is not
a ieligiin in which oie merely aspires to perfection:
perfection is the normal case.- 

In Christianity the instincts of the subiugated and op-
pressed come to the fore: here the lowest classes seek
iheir salvation. The casuistry of sin, self-criticism, the
inquisition of the conscience' are pursued as a pastitne,
asi remedy for boredom; the emotional reaction to one
who has io*"r, called 'God,- is constantly sustained
(by meanl of prayer); and what is highest is considered
rioitt"i*Ut", i gift, "gtace.n Publie acts are precluded;
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the hiding-place, the darkened toom, is Christian. The
bodujs d6spised, hFFeTFDudmte\ as setqralign-theboov*-detP-tlqd, Ftfi$e-rdPudiateq as senqranl;n-the
cnur\n even Oloeps.,XEq,f,linqss (thre.. fir't'phrisUan
-""r,rrXft"."ztflp#irtsiqfuitheffi o'fo .pas'the.clos-. /  .  v  \ .

there rve\e tws hnrn-

Lsstinq4in-Co#ova -alorie-i .; Uhrisuan too rs a
lense oi cruelty against oneself and against

others; hatred of all who think difierently; the will to
persecute. Gloomy and exeiting conceptions predomi-
irate; the most highly desired states, designated with the

highest names, ire epileptoid; the diet is so chosen

aJto f"vor morbid phenomena and overstimulate the
nerves. Christian too is mortal enmity against the lords

of the earth, against the "noble"-along with a sly,
secret rivalry (one leaves them the "body," one wants
only the "soul"). Christian, ffnally, js the hatred of the
spi*t, of. pride, courage, freedom, ItE ty of the spirit;
Christian is the hatred of the senses, of joy in the senses,
of joy itself.

22

When Christianity left its native soil, the lowest
classes, the underuoild of tbe ancient world, when it
began to seek power among barbarian peoples, it rvas no
lonlser confronted with wiary men but with inwardly
brutalized, cruel people-strong but bungled men. Here,
dissatisfaction with oneself, sufiering from oneself, are
twt due to an excessive sensitivity and susceptibility to
pain, as among the Buddhists, but, on the contrary to
an oveqpowering desire to infict pain and to ffnd an out-
let for inner telnsions in hostile-acts and ideas. Chris-
tianity needed barbaric concepts and values to become
master over barbarians; for example, the sacriffce of the
ffrst-bom, the drinking of blood in the Lord's Supper,
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the contempt for the spirit and for culture, torhrre in all
its forms, both sensuous and not sensuous, and the great
pomp of the cult.

Buddhism is a religion for hte men, for gracious and
gentle races who have become overspiritual and exces-
sively susceptible to pain (Europe is far from ripe for
it) : it is a way of leading them back to peace and cheer-
fulness, to a diet for the spirit and a certain inuring of
the body. Christianity would become master over beasts
of prey: its method is to make them sic&,. enfeeblement
is the Christian recipe f.or taming, for 'civilizing." Bud-
dhism is a religion for the end and the weariness of civi-
lization; Christianity ffnds no civilization as yet-under
certain circumstauces it might lay the foundation for
one.

23
Buddhism, I repeat, is a hundred times colder, more

truthful, more objective. It is no longer confronted with
the need to make suffering and the susceptibility to
pain retpectable by interpreting them in terms of sin-
it simply says what it thinks: "I suffer." To the barbar-
ian, however, sufiering as such is not respectable: he
requires an exegesis before he will admit to himself that
he is sufiering (his instinct would sooner direct him to
deny his sufiering and bear itin silence). Here the word
'devil'was a blessing: man had an oveqpowering and
terrible enemy-man need not be ashamed of sufrering
at the hands of such an enemy.

At the bottom of Christianity there are some subtleties
that belong to the Orient. Above all, it knows that it is
a matter of complete indifference whether something
is true, while it is of the utmost importance whether
it is believed to be true. Truth and the faith that
something is true: two completely separate realms of
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interest-almost diametrically opposite realms-they are
reached by ufterly difierent iathi. Having knowledgeof
this-that is almost the deffnition of the wise man in the
Orient: the Brahmins understand this; Plato understands
this; and so does every student of esoteric wisdom. If,
for example, it makes men happy to believe that they
have been redeemed from sin, it is not necessary' as a
condition for this, that man is, in fact, sinful, but merely
that he feels sinful. And if faith is quite generally needed
above all, then reason, knowledge, and inquiry must be
discredited: the way to truth becomes the fotbidilen

never be contradicted by any reality or be
any fulffllment-a hope for the

nate in corr'
tinual suspense, the_ the evil of
evils, the in the

evils.r)

to permit the lowest instincts to participate,, God
mu\h.be Younq. To excite
beautifilsai-nfniirstbepla

the ardor of the fema 4

in the I. aIlU f(| r o

"it "to"g 
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<i- ue"rcite that of the men,
that to become master where $>1
sgneapti6ilisiac or Adonis cult has already esta
the general conception of a cult. The requirement of
chastity strengthens the vehemence and inwardliness of
the religious instinct: it makes the cult warmer' more
enthusiastie, more soulful.

Love is the state in which man sees things most de'
cidedly as they are not. The power of illusion is at its

rPandora's box.

To make looe possible, God must be e Person;
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oeak here, as is the power to sweeterr and transffgure.
in love man endutes inore, man bears everything. A re-
lieion had to be invented in which one could love: what
is"wont in life is thus overcome-it is not even seen any
more.

So much for the three Christian virtues: faith, love,
hope-I cdl them the three Christian shteudtwsses'
gdaahism is too late, too positivistic, to be shrewd in
this way.

24
Here I merely touch on the problem of the generfs of

Christianity. Tie first principle for its solution is: Chris'
tianity c"tt b" underst6od only in terms of the soil out of

which it grew-it is not acounter-movement to tle Jew-
ish instin'ct, it is its very consequence' one inference
more in its awe-inspirini logic. In th9 formula of the

Redeemer: 'salvatidn is Jf the Jews." The second princi-

Fle is: the psychological type of the Galilean is still
iecoenizableJ but only in its complete degeneration
(which is at the sami time a mutilation and an over-
Ioadine with alien features) could it serve as that for

*hi"h"it has been used-as the $pe of a redeemer of

mankind.
The Jews are the shangest PeoPle in world history

becausg confronted with the question whether to be or
not to be, tley chose, with a perfectly uncanny deliber-
ateness, io b6 at any Tice: lhis priie was -the radical
falsifrc;tion of all nature, all natuialness, all reality, of
ihe whole irurer world as well as the outer' They deffned
themselves sharply against all th9 conditions under
which a people toa nlne*o been able to live, been al-

huedtilv6; out of themselves they created a counter-
csnceDt to rwtudcon&tions: they turned religiorU culg

mot"lity, history, psychology, one after the other, into an
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incrrrable contradiction to thetr twtural oalues,

593
We

encounter this same phenomenon once again and in im-
measurably enlarged proportions, yet merely as a coPy:
the Christian church cannot make the slightest claim to
originality when compared with the "holy people." That
precisely-is why the Jews are the most cotasttoplwc peo'
ile of world hiitory: by their aftereffect they have made
irankind so thoroughly false that even today the Chris-
tian can feel anti-Jewish without realizing that he himself
is the ultimate leuish consequence,

lnmy Getwalogg of Morals I ofiered the ffrst psycho-
logical analysis of the counter-concePts of a noble mo'
rality and a-morality of, ressenthnent-the latter born of
the No to the former: but this is the Judaeo-Christian
moratty pure and simple. So that it eould say No to

"u"tytt 
in! on earth tha^t represents the ascencling tend-

ency of Me, to that which has turned out well, to Power,
to beauty, to self-affirmation, the instinct of resserrtimerrt,
which had here become genius, had to invent another
world from whose point of view this affirmation of lifo
appeared as evil, as the reprehensible as such.

Psychologically considered, the Jewish people are a
people endowed with the toughest vital energy, who,
placed in impossible circumstances, voluntarily and out-of 

th" *ort pmfound prudence of self-presentation, take
sides with all the instincts of decadence-not as mas-
tered by them, but because they divined. a power in
these instincts with which one could prevail against
'the world." The Jews are the antithesis of all decadents:
tlrey have had to rcpresent decadents to the point of
illusion; with a non pltts ultra of. histrionic genius they
have lcnown how to place themselves at the head of all
movements of decadence (as the Cbristianity of. Paul),
in order to create something out of them which is stronger
than any Yes-saying party of life. Decadence is only a
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'tnearw for the type of man who demands power in

]udaism and Christianity, the priestly typer this type of
man has a life interest in making mankind sick and in
so twisting the concepts of good and evil, true and false,
as to imperil life and slander the world.

25
The history of Israel is invaluable as the typical his-

tory of all denaturing of natural values. I indicate ftve
points;

Originally, especially at the time of the kings, Israel
also stood in the right, that is, the natural, relationship
to all things. Its Yahweh was the expression of a con-
sciousness of power, of joy in oneself, of hope for one-
self: through him victory and welfare were expected;
through him nature was trusted to give what the people
needed-above all, rain. Yahweh is the god of Israel
and therefore the god of justice: the logic of every
people that is in power and has a good conscience. In
the festival cult these two sides of the self-affirmation
of a people find expression: they are grateful for the
great destinies which raised them to the top; they are
grateful in relation to the annual cycle of the seasons
and to all good fortune in stock farming and agriculture.

This state of afiairs long remained the ideal, even
after it had been done away with in melancholy fashion:
anarchy within, the Assyrian without. The people, horv-
ever, clung to the vision, as the highest desirability, of
a king who is a good soldier and severe judge: above
all, tliat typical prophet (that is, critic and satirist of
the moment),Isaiah.

But all hopes remaineil unfulfflled. The olil god w11
no longer abli to do what he once could do. They should
have lit him go. What happened? They changed-hls
concept-they denatured hiiioncept: at this price they
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held on to him. Yahweh the god of 'justice--no 

longer
one with Israel, an expression of the self-confidence of
the people: now a god only under certrrin conditions.

The concept of God becomes a tool irr the hands of
priestly agitators, who now intelpret all happiness as a
rervard, all unhappiness as punishment for disobeying
God, as 'sin": 

that most mendacious device of interpre-
tation, the alleged 'moral world order," rvith which the
nafural concepts of cause and effect are turned upside
down once and for all. When, through reward and pun-
isbrnent, one has done away with natural causaliry, an
anti-natural causality is required: now evervthing else
thrt is unnatural follows. A god who dcmand"*itr-place
of a god who helps, who devises means, rvho is ,rC bot-
tom the word for every happy inspiration of courage
and self-conffdence.

\Iorality-no longer the expression of the conditions
for the life and growth of a people, no longer its most
basic instinct of life, but become abstract, become the
antithesis of life-morality as the systematic degrada-

_tftm of the imagination, as the *evil eye'for all things.
\\trat is Jewish, what is Christiun, moralitv? Chance
done out of its innocence; misfortune besmirched with
the co-ncept of 

'sin"; 
well-being ns I dirnger, a 'temp-

tation"; physiological indisposition poisoned rvith the
worrn of conscience.

z6
- The concept of God falsiffed, the ioncept of morality
falsiffed: thelewish priesthood did not stip there. ThL
rvhole of the history of Israel could not be used, away
rvith itl These priests accomplished a miracle of falsid-
cation, and a good part of the Bible norv lies before us
as documentary proof. With matchless scorn for every
traditio& for every historical reality, they translated the
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past of their own people into religious terms, that ls,
they turned it into a stupitl salvation mechanism of guilt
before Yahweh, and punishment; of piety before Yah-
weh, and reward. We would experience this most dis-
graceful act of historical falsiffcation as something much
more painful if the ecclesiastdccl interpretation of history
had not all but deafened us in the course of thousands
of years to the demands of integrity in h,istonas. And
the church was seconded by the philosophers z the li,e
of the "moral world order" runs through the whole de-
velopment of modern philosophy. What does "moral
world order" mean? That there is a will of God, once
and for all, as to what man is to do and what he is not
to do; that the value of a people, of an individual, is to
be measured according to how mueh or horv little the
will of God is obeyed; that the will of God manifests it-
self in the destinies of a people, of an individual, as the
ruling factor, that is to say, as punishing and rewarding
according to the degree of obedience.

The reality in place of this pitiful lie is this: a parasit-
ical type of man, thriving only at the expense of all
healthy forms of life, the priest, uses the name of God
in vain: he calls a state of affairs in rvhich the priest
determines the value of things "the kingclom of God';
he calls the means bv which such a state is attained or
maintained "the wili of God'; with cold-blooded cyni-
cism he measures peoples, ages, individuals, according
to whether they proffted or resisted the overlordship of
the priests. One should see them at workr in the hands
of the jewish priests the great age in the history of
Israel became an age of decay; the Exile, the long mis-
fortune, was transformed into an eternal punishment
for the great age-an age in which the priest was still
a nobody. Depending on their own requirernents, they
made either wretchedly meek and sleek prigs or 'tod-
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less ones' out of the powerful, often very bold, ffgures
in the history of Israel; they simpliffed the psychology i
of, every great event by reducing it to the idiotic for. \
mula, dobidience or disobedience to God." I

One step further: the'will of God" (that is, the con-
ditions for the preservation of priestly power) must be
krnwn: to this end a 'revelation" is required. In plain
Ianguage: a great literary forgeryp.Eomes necessary, a FL\'hiy scriptuid is discovered; ffilhgle$btic-wtth X'JJ

Bonrvttra"r, or rqgffirs-oi ft{-ov9r^ttrjTo"q--sin.'The'will 
of go$" hla $s

ys of

Iorig-been ffxed: all misfortune rests on one's having
become estranged from the 'holy scripture." The 'will

of God'had already been revealed to Moses. What hap.
pened? With severity and pedantry, the priest formu-
lated onee and for all, down to the large and small taxes
he was to be paid (not to forget the tastiest pieces of
meat, for the priest is a steak eater), what he wants to
have, 'what the will of God is." From now on all things
in Me are so ordered that the priest is indispensable
everywhere; at all natural occurrences in life, at bi*h,
marriage, sickness, death, not to speak of 'sacriftceso

(meals), the holy parasite appears in order to denature
them-in his languagel to 'consecrate.'

For one must understand this: every natural custom,
every natural institution (state, judicial order, marriage,
care of the sick irnd the poor), every demand inspired
by the instinct of life-in short, everything that eontains
its value in itself is made altogether valueless, anti-vah-
able by the parasitism of the priest (or the'moral world
order"): now it requires a sanction after the eventja
oahte-conferring power is needed to negate what is
natural in it and to ueate a value by so doing. The
priest devalues, desecrates nature: this is the price of
hs existence. Disobedience of God, that is, of the priest,
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of "the law,o is now called 'sin'; the means for oleeon-

ciliation with God" are, as is meet, means tbat merely
guarantee still more thorough submission to the priest:
the priest alone'redeems."

PJychologically considered, osins" become indispens-
able in any society organized by priests: they are the
real handles of power. The priest lioes on sins, it is
essential for hinr-that people "sin." Supreme principle:
"God forgives those who repent"-in plain language:
those who submit to the priest.

27
On such utterly fclse soil, where everything natural,

every natural value, every reality was opposed by the
mosi profound instincts of the ruling class, Christianity
gtew 

-u5a 
form of mortal enmity against realitl tlat

f,as never yet been surpassed. The "holy people," who
had retainbd only priestly values, only priestly words
for all things and who, with awe-inspiring consistencn
had distinguished all other powers on earth from them-
selves as :'unholy,' as 'wdrld,' as "sin'-this people
produced an ultimate formula for its instinct that was
ioqical to the point of self-negation: as Christianit1' it
ne-gated even the last form of reality, the "holy people,"
thJ "chosen people," the Jewish reality itself. This case
is of the ffrsCranl: the little rebellious movement which
is baptized with the name of Jesus of Nazareth -rep1e-
sents-the Jewish instinct once morc-in other words, the
priestly instinct which can no lo-nger stand the p-riest as
i reality, the invention of a still more abstract form of
existence, of a still more unreal vision of the world than
is involved in the organization of a church. Christianity
negates the church.

Tesus has been understood, or misutderstood as the
caitse of a rebellion; and I fail to see agairst what this
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rebellion was directed, if itwas not the Jewish church-
"church" exactly in the sense in which we use the word
today. It was a rebellion against'the good and the just,"
against "the saints of Israel," against the hierarchy of
societv-not against its corruption, but against caste,
privilege, order, and formula; it was the ilisbelief inthe
"higher man," the No to all that was priest or theologian.
But the hierarchy which was thus questioned, even
th_oogh for just a moment, was the lake-dwelling on
which alone the Jewish people could continue to exist
amid the lyxfs1'-1hs hard-won last chance of survival,
the residue of its independent political existence. An
attack on this was an attack on the deepest instinct of
a people, on the toughest life-will which has ever existed
in any people on earth. That holy anarchist who sum-
moned the people at the bottom, the outcasts and nin-
ners," the chandalas within Judaism, to ,opposition
against the dominant order-using langua!6,- if the
Gospels were to be tmsted, which would lead to Siberia
today toewas a political crimi
criminals were possible at all in an
community. This brought him to the iross: the proof for
this is the inscription on the cross. He died for his guilt.
}K evidence is lacking, however often it has leen
claimed, that he died for the guilt of others.

z8
It is a completely different question whether any such

opposition ever entered his consciousness-whether he
was not merely experienced by others as representing
this opposition. And it is only at this point that I touch
on the problem of. the psyclnlogy of ihe Redeemer.

I confess that I read few books with as many diffi-
culties as the Gospels. These diftculties are di$erent
from those whose demonstration has provided the schol-
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arly curiosity of the German spirit with one of its most
unforgettable triumphs. The time is long past when I
too, like every young scholar, slowly drew out the
savor of the work of the incomparable Strauss, with the
shrewdness of a refined philologist. I was twenty years
old then: now I am too serious for that. What do I care
about the contradictions in the "tradition"? How can
one call saints'legends "traditiorf in the ffrst place? The
biographies of saints are the most ambiguous kind of
literature there is: to apply scientiffc methods to them,
in the absence of any other documenfs, strikes me as
doomed to failure from the start-mere scholarly idle-
ness.

29

What concerns ne is the psychological type of the Re-
deemer. After all, this could be contained in the Gospels
despite the Gospels, however mutilated or overloaded,
with alien features: as Francis of Assisi is preserved in
his legends, despite his legends. Not the truth concern-
ing what he did, what he said, how he really died; but
the question ushether his type can still be exhibited at
all, whether it has been "transmitted."

The attempts I know to read the history of a osoul"

out of the Gospels seem to me proof of a contemptible
psychological frivolity. M. Renan, that buffoon in p"y-
chologicis, has introduced the two most inappropriate
concepts possible into his explanation of the Jesus type:
the concept of genius and the concept of. the hero
('hdro{). But if anything is unevangelical it is the con-
cept of the hero. Just the opposite of all rvrestling,'of
all feeling-oneself-in-a-struggle, has here become instinct:
the .incapacity for resistance becomes morality here
("resist not evif'-the most profound word of the Gos-
pels, their key in a certain sense), blessedness in peace,
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ln gentleness, in not being ablc to be an enemy. What
are the "glad tidings"? True life, etemal life, has been
found-it is not promised, it is here, it is fn yoa: as a
living in love, in love without subtraction and exclu-
sion, without regard for station. Everyone is the child
of God-Jesus deffnitely presumes nothing for himself
alon+and as a ehild of God everyone is equal to every-
one. To make a h.ero of. Jesusl And even more, what a
misunderstanding is the word 'genius"! Our whole con
cept, our cultural concept, of "spirit" has no meaning
whateverin the world in which Jestrs lives, Spoken with
the precision of a physiologist, even an entirely difierent
word would still be more nearly fftting herethe word
ld,iot.t

We know a state in which the sense of touch is patho.
logically excitable and shrinks from any contact, from
grasping a solid obiect. One should translate such a
physiological habitus into its ultimate conseeuenc€-ar
instinetive hatred of every reality, a fight into 'what

cannot be grasped," "the incomprehensible," an aversion
to every formula, to every concept of time and space,

l The last three words were supDressed by Nietzsche's
sister when she ffrst published Thb'Antichrisi in 1895, in
Volume VIII of the Collected Worlcs. They were ffrst made
public by Hofmiller in rg3r, to prove thit NietzqBle must
have been insane when he wrote-the book. But lfuYivas, of
course, thinking of Dostoevski's The ldiot. The references
to Dostoevski 

'in 
section gr below and in section 45 of

Tailight ol the Idoh should also be noted. The word
idiot" assumes a sudden signiffcance in Nietzsche's work
after his discovery of Dost6evslci: see section S of The
\Vygner Case,. section 7 in Chapter z of Twilight of the
fdob; sections lr, 26, SL, 42,-5r-g of TheAntiihr*t;
section z of. '"Ihe Wagner Case" in Ecce Homo; sections
z and 3 of. Nietzsche contra Wagnet the letters to Brandes
aud Strindberg, dated October io aud December Z, 1888;
and note 794 in The Will to Pouer.
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to all that is solid, custom, institution, church; a being
at home in a world which is no longer in contact with
any kind of reality, a merely oinner- world, a 'trueo

world, an "eternal'world. *The kingdom of God is fn
gw!

The hwtinctioe lwueit 
"fi*rW,a 

consequence of an
exheme capacity for sufiering and excitement which no
longer wants any contact at all because it feels every con-
tact too deeply.

The hstinctioe excluslon of any antipatl'ry, onyhostil-
itg, ang boundnries or dioisiotts in matls feelings: the
consequence of an extreme capacity for suffering and.
cxcitement which experiences any resistance, even any
compulsion to resist, as unendurable displeasure (that
is, as h,amnful, as something against which the instinct
of self-preservation oarns us); and ftnds blessedness
(pleasure) only in no longer offering any resistance to
anybody, neither to evil nor to him who is evil-love as
the only, as the lasf possible, way of Ufe.

Tlrese are the two physialogicalrealities on which, out
of which, the doctrine of redemption grew. I call this a
sublime further development of hedonism on a thor-
oughly morbid basis. It{ost closely related to it, although
with a generous admixture of Greek vitality and nervous
energy, is Epicureanism, the pagan doctrine of redemp
tion. Epicurus, a typical decadent-frrst recognized as
such by me. The fear of pain, even of inffnitely minute
pairr-that can end in no other way than in a digion of
looe.

31
I have already given my answer to the problem. Its

presupposition is that the Redeemer fire is preserved
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for -us-only in extensive distortion. This distortion is veqy
nrolfte in any case; for several reasons, such a typl
could not remain pure, whole, free from accretions.-fre
must show traces of the milieu in which he moved as a
f-oreign ffgure; and even more of the history, the fae ot
the first Christian community, from which ihe type was
enriched, retroactively, with features which are compre-
hensible only in terms of later polemics anil propaginda
Purposes.
- Th3, queer and sick world into which the Goqpels
introduce us-as in a Russian novel, a world in wliich
the scum of society, nervous disorders, and 'thildtike.

idiocy seem to be having a rendezvous-must at all
events have coarsetwil the type: in order to be able to
understand an-ything of it, the ffrst disciples, in particw
Iar, ffrst translated into their own crudity an existence
yhic! yas whglly embedded in symbols and incompre-
hensibilities-for them the type did not erdsr until itiad
been-reshaped in better-known forms. The prophel the
Messiah, the future judge, the moral teacher, thi miracle
man, John the Baptist-+ach another chance to miscorr-
shue the type.

Finally, let us not underestimate the propriunz of all
great, and especially sectarian, veneration:'it blots out
the original, often painfully strange features and idio-
syncrasies of the venerated beingjt d,oes not eoeft see
thenu lt is regrettable that a Dostoevski did not live
near this most interesting of all decadents-I mean some-
one who would have known how to sense the very stir-
ring charm of such a mixture of the sublime, the sicky
and the childlike.

A ffnal consideration: as a type of decadence, the type
might actually have been peculiarly manifold and don-
tradictory. Such a possibfuty can:ot be excluded al-
together. Nevertheless, everything speaks against tlis:
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Drecisely the tradition would have to be curiously faith-

iul and'objective in this case-and we have reasons for

supposing the opposite. Meanwhile there is a gaping

colniiadic*tion betivlen the sermonizer on the mount, lake,

and meadow, whose appearance seems like that of a Bud-

dha on soil that is nol at all Indian, and that fanatic of

aggression, that mortal enemy of theologians and priests,

wfiom Renan's malice has gloriffed as le graul maitre en

ironie.Imyself have no doubt that the generous dose of
gall (and even of etprit) ffrst flowed into the type of

ihe Master from the excited state of Christian ProPa-
ganda; after all, the unscrupulousness of all-sectarians,

ihen it comes to constructing their own apologg out of'

their master, is only too well known. When the ffrst com-

munity needed a judging, quarreling, angry, malignantly

sophistical theologian, igai'nst theologians, it createil its
'i'od" according-to its needs-just as it put into his

mouth, without iny hesitation, those wholly unevangeli-

cal concepts which now it cannot do without: 
'the

return," tie'Last Judgment,- every kind of temporal

expectation and promise.

32
To repeat, I am against any attempt to introduce the

fanatic into the Redeemer type: the word impdrteur,

which Renan uses, is alone enough to annul the type'

The "slad tidings" are precisely that there are no longer

anv o"pposites;Ihe kinedom of heaven belongs to the

"titd.ii; 
the faith whiih ftnds expression here is not a

faith attained through struggle-i[ is there, it has been

there from the begiriring; iiis, as it were, an infantilism

that has receded into the spiritual. The case of puberly

beinq retarded and not devilopilrg in the organism' as a

"onr!qrr"n"" 
of degeneration, is well knorvn, at least to

physioiogists. Such- a faith is not angry, does not re-
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proach, does not resist: it does not bring'the 5verfl"-
it simply does not foresee how it might one day sep-
arate. It does not prove itself either by miracle or by
reward and promise, least of all %y scripture": at every
moment it is its own miracle, its own reward, its own
proof, its own 'tingdom of God." Nor does this faith
formulate itself : it lioes, it resists all formulas. Of course,
the accidents of environment, of language, of background
determine a certain sphere of concepts: the earliest Chris-
tianity uses only Jewish-Semitic concepts (the eating
and drinking at the Last Supper belong here, that con-
cept which, like everything Jewish, has been misused so
badly by the church). But one should bervare of ffnding
more than a sign language in this, a semeiolog;r, an oe-
casion for parables. For this anti-realist, that not a word
is taken literally is precisely the presupposition of being
able to speak at all. Among Indians he would have
availed himself of Sankhya concepts; among the Chi-
nese, of those of Lao-tse-rvithout having felt any dil-
ference. Using the expression somewhat tolerantly, one
could call Jesus a 'free spirit"-he does not care for
anything solid; the word kills, all that is solid kills. The
concept, the exTterience of 'llif.e" in the only way he
knows it, resists any kind of word, formula, law, faith,
dogma. He speaks only of the innermost: olife' or
'trutn"' or "light" is his word for the innermost-all the
rest, the whole of reality, the whole of nature, Ianguage
itself, has for him only the value of a sign, a simile.

Make no mistake at this point, however seductive the
Christian, in other words, the ecclesiastical, preiudice
may be: such a symbolist par excellence stands outside
all religion, all cult concepts, all history, all natural sci-
ence, all experience of the world, all knowledge, all
politics, all psychology, all books, all art-his "knowl-
edge" is yrure foolishrwss precisely concerning the fact
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that such things exist. Culture is not known to him even
by hearsay, he does not need to ffght it-he does not
negate it. The same applies to the state, to the whole
civic order and society, to work, to war-he never had
any reason to negate *the world'; the ecclesiastical con-
cept of 'world" never occurred to him. To negate is the
very thing that is impossible for him. Dialecticls equally
lacking; the very idea is lacking that a faith, a 'tiuthi
might be proved by reasons (his proofs are inner'lights,'
inner feelings of pleasure and self-affirmations, ;[ of
them 'proofs of strength ). Such a doctrine is also inca-
pable of contradicting: it does not even comprehend that
tlrere are, that there canbe, other doctrines; it cannot
even imagine a contradictory judgment. Where it en-
counters one, from innermost sympathy it will mourn
over 'blindness";for it sees the "light"-5r1 it will ofier
no objection N reirlrir ,r .n2rin,., .,r , fl/ 15 rrn.c,no objection N rrt *.t^, ,; ^;"i;i, lrh r, *.r,,
tl (hrv* o"l .{' ,5r* ,{.n^ iPf,r'tv,i7-
rrxvuJcvuvrb 

try t t tc-* 'r ie 1f ;r t4vtrtal , tph ig {n.5to2
ci (l,ttv* o"f -+ ,Xo* ,{en^ JFfntv,}V-

counters one, from innermost

33
In the whole psychology of the *evangel' the concept

of guilt andof guilt and punishment is lacking; also the concept of
rewrrd. 'Sin"-any distance separating God and man-rewrrd. -Sin"-any distance separating God and man-
is abolished: precisely this is the "glad tidings." Blessed-
ness is not promised, it is not tied to conditions: it is the
only reality-the rest is a sign with which to speak of it.

The consequence of zuch a state projects ltself into
a new practice, the genuine evangelical practice. It is
not a 'faith" that distinguishes the Christiin: the Chris-
tian acfs, he is distinguished by acting differentlg: by
not resisting, either in words or in his heart, those who
treat him ill; by making no distinction betrveen foreigner
and native, between Jlw and not-Jew ('the neighEor'
-really the coreligionist, the Jew); by not grorving an-
gry with anybody, by not despising anybody; by not
permitting himself to be seen or involved at courts of
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law ('hot swearing"); by not divorcing his wife under
any eircumstances, not even if his wife has been proved
unfaithful. All of this, at bottom one principle; all of
this, consequences of one instinct.

The life of the Redeemer was nothing other than fhds
practice-nor was his death anything else. He no longer
required any formulas, any rites for his intercourse with
God-not even prayer. He broke with the whole Jewish
doctrine of repentance and reeonciliation; he knows that
it is only in the practice of lif.e that one feels "divine,"
'blessed," 'evangelical," at all times a 'child of God."
Not 'iepentance," not'prayer for forgiveness," are the
ways to Godt only the eoangelical Ttractice leads to God,
indeed, it ds 'God'l What was disposed of with the
evangel was the Judtrism of the concepts of 'sin," "for.
giveness of sin," "faith," 'redemption through faith"-
the whole Jewish ecclesiastical doctrine was negated in
the 

'glad tidings."
The deep instinct for how one must lioe, in order to

feel oneself in heaven," to feel "eternal,' while in all
other behavior one decidedly does not feel oneself "in
heaverf'-this alone is the psychological reality of "re-
demption.' A new way of lif.e, not a new faith.

34
If I understand anything about this great symbolist,

it is that he accepted only inner realities as realities,
ss 'trs$1s"-[1at he understood the rest, everything
natural, temporal, spatial, historical, only as signs, as
occasions for parables. The concept of'the son of man"
is not a concrete person who belongs in history, some-
thing individual and unique, but an "eternall' factuality,
a psychological symbol redeemed from the concept of
time. The same applies once again, and in the highest
sense, to the God of this typical symbolist, to the 'ting-
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dom of God,- to the'kingdom of heaven,'to the *fflia'

tion of God." Nothing is more unchristian than tbe

ecclesiastical crudities-of a god as Person, of a "king-

dom of God" which is te come, of a "kingdom of heaven"

beyond, of a'son of God" as the second person in the
Trinity. All this is-forgive the expression-like a fist
in the eye-oh, in whit an eyelif the evangel-a
uorld,-histortcal cynicism in the derision of symbols. But

what the signs 'father" and 
'ton" refer to is obvious-

not to everione, I admit: the worcl "son" expresses the
entry into lhe over-all feeling of the transffguration of
all ihings (blessedness); the word 

'father" expresses
this fee\ng itself , the feeling of eternity, the feeling of

perfection. I am ashamed to recall what the church has

made of this symbolism: Has it not placed 
"" 4PP!l:

tryon story at the threshold of the Christian "faith"?

And a dogma of immaculate conceptiono on top of

that? But with that it has maculated concepti'on.
The "kingdom of heaven" is a state of the heart-not

something ihat is to come "above the earth" or "after

death." The whole concept of natural death is lacking

in the evangel: death is no bridge, no transition; it is

lacking beciuse it belongs to a wholly difierent, merely

"pp"rJrrt 
world, useful oily insofar as it furnisheg--sign1

fre'hour of death" is no Christian concePt-an "hour,'

time, physical life and its crises do not even exist for

the teacher of the "glad tidings"'The'kingdom of God"

is nothing that one expects; it has no yesterday- and no

day aftei tomorrow, it wilt not come in "a thousand

years"-it is an experience of the heart; it is every-

where, it is nowhere.

35
This'bringer of glad tidings" died as he had lived,

as he had taught-not to'tedeem men' but to show
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how one must live. This practice is his legacy to man-
kind: his behavior before the iudges, before the catch-
poles, before the accusers and all kinds of slander and
icom-his behavior on the cross. He does not resist, he
does not defend his right, he takes no step which might
ward ofi the worst; orrthe contrary, he proookes it. And
he begs, he suffers, he loves raith those, in those, who
do him evil. Not to resist, twt to be anigry, not to hold
responsible-but to resist not even the evil one-to looa
hirn.

36
Only we, we spirits who have become free, have the

presuppositions for understanding something that nine-
leen centuries have misunderstoodr that integrity which,
having become instinct and passion, wages war against
the'troly lie" even more than against any other lie. Pre-
vious readers were immeasurably far removed from our
loving and cautious neutrality,'from that discipline of
the spirit which alone makes possible the unriddling of
suchioreign, such tender thinls: with impudent selFsh-
ness they always wanted only their own advantage; out
of the opposite of the evangel the church was con-
structed.

If one were to look for signs that an ironical divinity
has its fingen in the great play of the world, one would
ffnd no small support in the tremend,ous question mark
called Christianity. Mankind lies on its knees before the
opposite of that which was the origin, the meaning, the
dght of the evangel; in the concept of "churcn"' it has
pronounced holy precisely what the "bringer of the glad
iidingd' felt to be beneoth and behind. himself--one
would look in vain {or a greater example ot uorld-his-
torical irong.
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g7
Our age is proud of its hlstorical sense: How could it

ever make itself believe the nonsense that at the begin-
ning of Christianity there stands Lhe crude fable otlhe
miracb worker and Redeemer-and. that everything
spiritual and symbolical represents only a later develop-
ment? On the contrary: the history of Christianity, be-
ginning with the death on the cross, is the history of the
misunderstanding, growing crudcrwith every step, of an
original symbolism. With every di$usion of Christianity
to still broader, still cruder masses of people, more and
more lacking in the presuppositions to which it owed
its birth, it became more necessary to oulgarize, to
barbarize Christianitv: it has swallowed doctrines and
rites of all the snbterrarwan cults of the inqterium
Romanum as well as the nonsense of all kinds of dis-
eased reason. The destiny of Christianity lies in the ne-
cessity that its faith had to become as diseased, as base
and vulgar, as the needs it was meant to satisfy were
diseased, base, and vulgar. In the church, ffnall,v, drs-
easedbarbarimt itself gains power-the ehurch, this em-
bodiment of mortal hostility against all integrity, against
all eleoation of the soul, against all discipline of the
spirit, against all frank and gracious humanity. Christian
values-noble values: only we, we spirits who have
become free, have restored this contrast of values, the
greatest that there ist

38
At this point I do not suppress a sigh. There are days

when I am afflicted with a feeling blacker than the
blackest melancholy-contempt of rnan. And to leave no
doubt concerning what I despise, whom I despise: it is
the man of today, the man with whom I am fatefully
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contemporaneous. The man of today-I suffocate from
his unclean breath. My attitude to the past, like that of
all lovers of knowledge, is one of great tolerance, that
k, magrwnimous self-mastery: with gloomy caution I
go through the madhouse world of whole millennia,
whether it be called "Christianity," 'Christian faith," or
'Christian church"-l am careful not to hold mankind
responsible for its mental disorders. But my feeling
changes, brealcs out, as soon as I enter modern times,
our time. Our time knows better.

\4lhat was formerly just sick is today indecent=itjs-
iJrdeeent to be a Chrictien today.. And' hete beghs my
tuused. I look around: not one word has remained of
rvhat was formerly called 'truth'; we can no longer
stand it if a priest as much as uses the word 'truth." If
rve have even the smallest claim to integrity, we must
know today that a theologian, a priest, a pope, not
merely is wrong in every sentence he speaks, but lias-
that he is no longer at liberty to lie ftom 'innocence" or
'ignorance.'The priest too knows as well as anybody
else that there is no longer any *God,' any "sinner," any
oRedeemer"-that ofree will" anil *moral world order"
atelies: seriousness, the profound self-overcoming of the
spirif no longer permits anybody tnt to know about
this.

All the eoncepts of the church have been recognized
for what they are, the most malignant counterfeits that
exist, the aim of which is to devalue nature and natural
values; the priest himself has been recognized for whrrt
he is, the most dangerous kind of parasite, the real poi-
son-spider of [fe. We know, today our conscience
knows, what these uncanny inventions of the priests and
the church are really worth, what erds tlrcy seroed in
reducing mankind to such a state of self-violation that
its sight can arouse nausea! the concepts 'teyond,"

811
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'Last 

Judgment,' "immortality of the soul,o and 'souf

itself are instruments of torture, systems of cruelties by
virtue of which the priest became master, remained
mastei.

Everybody knows this, attd, get eoerything conthwes
as before. Where has the last feeling of decency and
self-respect gone when even our statesmen, an other-
wise quite unembarrassed type of man, anti-Christians
through and through in their deeds, still call themselves
Christians today and attend communion? A young prince
at the head of his regiments, magniffcent as an expres-
sion of the selffshness and conceit of his people-but,
usithout any sharne, confessing himself a Christianl
Whom then does Christianity negate? Whaf does it call-world'? 

That one is a soldier, that one is a judge, that
one is a patriot; that one resists; that one sees to one's
honor; that one seeks one's advantage; that one is proud.
Every practice of every moment, every instinct, every
virluation that is translated into action is todav anti-
Christian: what a miscarringe of fabeness must modern
man be, tlrat he is not asltamed to be called a Christian
in spite of all thist

39
I go back, I tell the genuine history of Christianity.

The very word "Christianity" is a misunderstanding:
in truth, there was only one Christian, and he died on
the cross. The "evangel" di.ed on the cross. What has
been called "evangel" from that moment was actually
the opposite of that which /re had lived: "ill tidings," a
dysangel. It is false to the point of nonsense to find the
mark of the Christian in a "faith," for instance, in the
faith in redemption through Christ: only Christian pruc-
tice, a life such as he lioed. who died on the cross, is
Christian.
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Such a life is still possible today, for certain people

even necessary: genuine, original Christianity will be
possible at all times.

Not a faith, but a doingl above all, a not doing of.
many things, another state of being. States of conscious-
ness, any faith, considering something true, for example
-every psychologist knows this-are fffth-rank matters
of complete indifference compared to the value of the
instincts: speaking more strictly, the whole concept of
spiritual causality is false. To reduce being a Christian"
Christianism, to a matter of considering something true,
to a mere phenomenon of consciousness, is to negate
Christianism. In fact, there haoe been no Christians at
all, The "Christian," that which for the last two thou-
sand years has been called a Christian, is merely a
psychological self-misunderstanding. If one looks more
closely, it was, in spite of all "faith," only the instincts
that ruled in him-and what instincts!

*Faith" was at all times, for example, in Luther, only
a cloak, a pretext, a screen behind which the instincts
played their game-a shrewd blindness about the dom-
inance of certain instincts. "Faitn"'-I have already
called it the characteristic Christian shrewdrwss<ne
always spoke of faith, but one always actedftom instinct
alone.

In the Christian rvorld of ideas there is nothing that
has the least contact rvith realitv-and it is in the in-
stinctive hatred of reality that we have recognized the
only rnotivating force at the root of Christianity. What
follows from this? That fn Ttsychologicis too, the error
here is radical, that it is that which determines the
ve{f essence, that it is the substance. One concept
less, one single reality in its place-and the whole of
Christianity hurtles down into nothing.

Viewed from high above, this skangest of all facts-
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a religion which is not only dependent on errors but
rvhich has its inventiveness and even its genius only in
harmful errors, only in errors which poison life and the
heart-is really a spectacle for gods, for those gods who
are at the same time philosophers and rvhom f have
encountered, for example, at those famous dialogues on
Naros. The moment rutusealeaves them (cnd us!), they
become grateful for the spectacle of the Christian: per-
haps the miserable little star that is called earth de-
serves a divine glance, a divine sympathy, just because
or tlis curious case. For let us not underestimate the
Christian: the Christian, false to the point of innocence,
is far above the aperegarding Christians, a well-
krrown theory of descent becomes a mere compliment.

40
The catastrophe of the evangel was decided with the

death-it was attached to the 'cross.' Only the death,
this unexpected, disgraceful death, only the cross which
rvas generally reserved for the rabble-only this honible
paradox confronted the disciples with the real riddle:
'Who was this?What was this? Their profoundly upset
and insulted feelings, and their suspicion that such a
death might represent the refutation of their cause, the
terrible question mark, 'Why in this mnnnsf"-*lis
state is only too easy to understand. Ilere everything
had to be necessary, had to have meaning, reason, the
highest reason; a disciple's love knou's no accident.
Only now the cleft opened upt *Who killed him? lVho
u'as his natural enemy?" This question leaped forth like
lightning. Answer: ruling lewry, its highest class. From
this moment one felt oneself in rebellion against the
existing order, and in retrospect one understood Jesus
to have been in rebellion against tlrc existing orda,
Until then this warlike, this No-saying, No-doing trait
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had been lacking in his image; even more, he had been
its opposite.

Evidently the small community did, not understand,
the main point the exemplary character of this kincl
of deat[ the freedom, the superiority over any feeling
of ressentimenfr a token of how little thev undentood
him altogethert After all, Jesus could nof intend any-
thing with his death except to give publicly the strong-
est exhibition, the Ttroof of his doctrine. But his disciples
were far from forgioing this death-which would h-ave
been evangelic in the highest sensmr even from ofier-
ing themselves for a like death in gentle and lovely
rep-ose of the heart. Precis"ly th" most unevangelical
feeling, reoenge, came to the fore again. The matter
could not possibly be ffnished with this death: 'retribu-

tiorf' was needed, 'iudgment" (and yet, what could
possibly !e more unevangelical than "retribution," "pun-
ishment''titting in judgment"l). Once more the popu-
far expectation of a Messiah came to the foreground; a
historic moment was envisaged: the "kingdom of God"
comes as a judgment over his enemies.
_ But in this way everything is misunderstood: the'tingdom of God'as the lasCact, as a promiset After

all, the evangel had been precisely the presence, the ful-
ffllment, theleality of this"'kingdom.' iust such a death
was this very "kingdom of God." Now for the ffrst time
all the contempt and bittemess against the Pharisees and
theolo$ans were carried into the type of the Master-
and in this way he himself was mide into a pharisee
and theologianl On the other hand, the frenzied venera-
tion of these totally unhinged souls no longer endured
the evangelic conc,eption of everybody's equal right to
be a child of God, as Jesus had taught: it wai their
revenge to eleute Jesus extravaSantl% to sever him
from themselves-piecisely as thJ 1eri,s hait formerly,
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out of revenge against their enemies, severed their God
from themselves and elevated him. The one God and
tLe one Son of God-both products of rcssentiment.

4t
And from now on an absurd problem emerged: "How

could God permit thisP" To this the deranged reason of
the small community found an altogether horribly ab-
surd answer: God gave his son for the remission of sins,
as r sacrifice. In one strokg it was all over with the
evangel! The tespass sauifice-in its most revolting,
most barbarous form at that, the sacrifice of the guiltless
for the sins of the guilty! What gruesome paganisml

Jesus had abolished the very concept of "guilt"-he
had denied any cleavage between God and man; he
lioed this unity of God and man as his "glad tidings."
And not as a prerogative! From now on there enters
into the type of the Redeemer, step by step, the doctrine
of judgment and return, the doctrine of death as a
sacriffcial death, the doctrine of the resurtectian wiln'
which the whole concept of "blessedness," the whole
and only actualig of the evangel, is conjured away-in
favor of a state after death.

Paul, with that rabbinical impudence which distin-
guishes him in all things, logicalized this conception,
ihis obscenitg of. a conception, in this way: 'Il Christ
was not resurrected from the dead, then our faith is
vain." And all at once the evangel became the most
contemptible of all unfulffllable promises, the impertt;
nent doctrine of personal immortality. Paul himself still
taught it as a reuord.

42
It is plain what was ffnished with the death on the

eross: a-new, an entirely original basis for a Buddhistic
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peace movement, for an actual, not mecely promised,
lwppituss on earth. For this, as I have already empha-
sized, remains the fundamental difierence between the
two religions of decadence: Buddhism does not promise
but fulfills; Christianity promises everything but fulfills
nothing. On the heels of the 'glad tidings" came the
oery uorst: those of Paul. In Paul was embodied the
opposite type to that of the 'bringer of glad tidings":
tlre genius in hatred, in the vision of hatred, in the in-
exorable logic of hatred. Hou much this dysangelist 1
sacriffced to hatredl Above all, the Redeemer: he nailed
him to his oun cross. The life, the example, the doc-
trine, the death, the meaning and the right of the en-
tire evangel-nothing remained once this hate-inspired
counterfeiter realized what alone he could use. Not the
reality, not the historical truthl And once more the
priestly instinct of the Jew committed the same great
crime against history-he simply crossed out the yester-
day of Christianity and its day before yesterday; he
lnsented, his oun history of earliest Christianity. Still
further he falsiffed the history of Israel once more so
that it might appear as the prehistory of hrs deed: all
the prophets spoke of hds "Redeemer." Later the church
even falsiffed the history of mankind into the prehistory
of Christianity.

_ The Redeemer t1pe, the doctrine, the practice, tle
death, the meaning of the death, even whal came after
the death-nothing remained untouched, nothing re-
mained even similar to the reality. Paul simply trans-
posed the center of gravity of that whole existencs
after this existence--in the lie of the "resurrected" Jesus.
At bottom, he had no use at all for the life of tne
Redeemer-he needed the death on the cross dnd a
little more.

l "Bringer of ill tidings" (see section 39).
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To consider a Paul, whose home was in the main seat

of Stoie enlightenment, honest when he dresses up a
hallucination as proof that the Redeemer still lives, or
even to believe his story that he had this hallucination,
would be a true niniserie for a psychologist: Paul
wanted the end, corwequently he also wanted the
means. What he himself did not believe, the idiots
among whom he threw his doctrine believed. His need
was for power; in Paul the priest wanted power once
again-he could use only concepts, doctrines, symbols
with which one tyrannizes masses and forms herds.
What was the one thing that Mohammed later bor-
rowed from Christianity? Paulls invention, his means to
priestly tyranny, to herd formation: the faith in im-

:nortality-llr,ot iq tly daarine of ,the "iudgnent."
:} " '\/ d',1 f,hal, r*orV drc ̂ "r\7rs?

When one places life's center of gravity not in life
but in the "beyond"-dn nothingness-one deprives life
of its center of gravity altogether. The great lie of
personal immortality destroys all reason, everything
natural in the instincts-whatever in the instincts is
beneftcent and life-promoting or guarantees a future
now arouses mistrust. To Iive so, that there is no longer
any serce inliving, thatnow becomes the'sense" of life.
Why communal sense, why any further gratitude for
descent and ancestors, why cooperate, trust, promote,
and envisage any common welfare? Just as many'temp-
tations,o iust as many distractions from the "right path'
-<one thing is needful."

That everyone as an 'immortal soul" has equal rank
with everyone else, that in the totality of living beings
the 'salvatiotf of. eoery single individual may claim
eternal significance, that little prigs and three-quarter-
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madmen may have the conceit that the laws of nature
are constantly broken for their sakes-such an intensift-
cation of every kind of selftshness into the inftnite, into
the impertinenf, cannot be branded with too much con-
tempt. And yet Christianity owes its triumph to this
miserable flattery of personal vanity: it was precisely all
the failures, all the rebellious-minded, all the less fa-'
vored, the whole scum and refuse of humanity who
were thus won over to it. The 'salvation of the souf'-
in plain language: "the world revolves around nte."

The poison of the doctrine of 'equal rights for all"-
it was Christianity that spread it most fundamentally.
Out of the most secret nooks of bad instincts, Christian-
ity has waged war unto death against all sense of respect
and feeling of distance between man and man, that is
to san against the ptewpposition of. every elevation, of
every growth of culture; out of the ressentiment of the
masses it forged its chief weapon against us, against all
that is noble, gan high-minded on earth, against our
happiness on earth. "Immortalit;/' conceded to every
Peter and Paul has so far been the greatest, the most
malignant, attempt to assassinate noble humanty.

And let us not underestimate the calamity which
crept out of Christianity into politics. Today nobody
has the courage any longer for privileges, for masters'
rights, for a sense of respect for oneself and one's peers
-for a pathos of distance. Our politics is sick from this
lack of courage.

The aristocratic outlook was undermined from the
deepest underworld through the lie of the equality of
souls; and if faith in the "prerogative of the maiority-
makes and uill make revolutions-it is Christianity,
beyond a doubt, it is Christian value iudgments, that
every revolution simply translates into blood and crime.
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Christianity is a rebellion of everything that crawls on
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the Gospels are valuable as testimony to the irresisti-

ble comrption within the ffrst community. What Paul
later carried to its conclusion, with the logician s cyni-
cism of a rabbi, was nevertheless nothing other than
that process of decay which had begun with the death
of the Redeemer.

One cannot read these Gospels cautiously enough;
every word poses dificulties. I confess-one will pardon
me-that precisely on this account they are a first-rate
delight for a psychologist-as the opposite of all narve
corruption, as subtlety par excellence, as artistry in
psychological comrption. The Gospels stand apart. The
Bible in general sufiers no comparison. One is among
Jews: frst consideration to keep from losing the thread
completely. The simulation of 'holiness" whlch has
really become genius here, never even approximated
elsewhere in books or among men, this counterfeit of
words and gestures as an art, is not the accident of
some individual talent or other or of some exceptional
character. This requires race. In Christianity all of
Judaism, a several-centuryold Jewish preparatory train-
ing and technique of the most serious kind, attains its
ultimate mastery as the art of lying in a holy manner.
The Christian, this ultima ratio of the lie, is the Jew
once morrcven tlvee times more.

To be determined, as a matter of principle, to apply
only concepts, symbols, attitudes which have been
proved by the practice of the priest; instinctively to re-
ject every other practice, every other perspective of
value and usefulness-that is not merely tradition, that



is hetitage: only as heritage does it seem like nature it'
seU. The whole of mankind, even the best heads of the
best ages (except one, who is perhaps merely inhuman),
have permitted themselves to be deceived. The Gospel
has been read as a book of innocence-no small indica-
tion of the mastery here attained in hishionics. Of
course, if we saro them, even if only in passing, all these
queer prigs and synthetic saints, that would be the end
-and precisely because f do not read words usithotrt
seeing gestures, I make an etd. of thetn. I cannot stand
a certain manner they have of turning uP their eyes.
Fortunately, for the great majority books are mere litera'
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ture. {,iln
One must not lgqoneself be led astrayi tudge nog"

they say, but thdlabonsign to hell everything that
stands in their way. By letting God judge, they them-
selves judge; by glorifying God, they glorify themselves;
by ilzrnatd.ing the virtues of which they happen to be
selves judge; by glorifying God,
by ilzrnatd.ing the virtues of which
capable<ven more, which they require in order to
stay on top at all-they give themselves the magniffcent
appearance of a struggle for virhre, of a ftght for the
domination of virtue. "We live, we die, we sacriffce our-
selves for tIrc goodi ("truth," "light," the'tingdom of
Cod'): in truth, they do what they cannot help doing.
Slinking around like typical sneaks, sitting in the corner,
leading a shadowy existence in the shadow, they make
a d.uty of all this: their life of humility appears as a
duty; as humility it is one more proof of piety. Oh, this
humble, chaste, merciful variety of mendaciousnesst
'Virtue itself shall bear witness for us." One should
read the Gospels as books of seduction by .means of
morality: these petty people reserve morality for them-
selves-they know all about moralityl With morality it
is easiest to lead mankind by the nosel

What really happens here is that the most conscious
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concett of betng clrosen plays modesty: once bnd for all
one has placed oneself, the "community," the "good and
the just," on one side, on the side of 'truth"-and the
rest, "the world," on the other. This was the most disas-
trous kind of megalomania that has yet existed on earth:
little miscarriages of prigs and liars began to claim for
themselves the concepts of God, truth, light, spirit, love,
wisdom, life-as synonyms for themselves, as it were, in
order to deffne themselves against 'the world": little
superlative Jews, ripe for every kind of madhouse,
tumed all values around in their own image, just as if
'the Christian" alone were the meaning, the salt, the
measure, also the Last ludgment, of all the rest. The
whole calamity became possible only because a related,
racially related, kind of megalomania already existed in
this world: the leuish one. As soon as the cleft between
the Jews and the Jewish Christians opened, no choice
whatever remained to the latter but to apply agahtst
the ]ews themselves the same procedures of self-preser-
vaUon that the Jewish instinct recommended, whereas
hitherto the Jervs had applied them only against every-
thing non-]ewish. The Christian is merely a Jew of
omore liberal" persuasion.

43
I give some examples of what these little people put

into their heads, what they put into the mouth of their
master: without exception, confessions of 'beautiful

souls":
'And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you,

when ye depart thence, shake ofi the dust under your
feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you,
It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in
the day of judgment, than for that city" (Mark 6:rr).
IIow eoangelicall
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'And whosoever shall ofiend one of these little ones

that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone
were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the
sea" (Mark g:42).How eoangelical!

"And if thine eye oftend thee, pluck it out: it is bet-
ter for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one
eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:
Where their worm dieth not, and the ffre is not
quenched" (Mark $47 f,),It is not exactly the eye
which is meant.'Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they
have-seen-the hngdom of God come with powef
(Mark g:r). Well li.ed,lionl'TVhosoever will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. ForJ (Note of
a psychobgisf. Christian morality is refuted by its For'c:
its oreasons" refute-thus is it Christian.) Mark 8:3.4.'J,tdgu not, that ye be not judged. . . . With rvhat
measure ye mete,_it shall be measured to you again'
_(M"tt 7tt.). What a conception of justice and-of a'iust" judget

_ 
'For if ye love them which love you, what reward

have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if
ye- salut9 your brethren only, what do ye more than
others? do not even the publicans soP (Matt $46t,).
The principle of 'Christian love-: in the end it wants
tobe paidwelT.

"But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses- (Matt. 6:15).
Very compromising for said 'Father.'

'But seek ye ffrst the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you" (Matt. -6,SS). All these ihings, namely, food,
clothing, all the necessities of life. An enor, io put it
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modesdy. Shortly before this, God apPears as a tailor,
at least in certain cases.
-lRejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold,

your reward is great in heaven: for in the like mo"ner
did their fathers unto the prophets" (Luke 6:23). Im-

Wrthent rabblel They compare themselves with the
prophets, no less.- 

"know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man
deffle the iemple of God, him shall God destroy; for
the ternple of God is holy, which temple ye are" (Paul
I Cor. 9:16 f.). This sort of thing one cannot despise
enough.

'Db ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? and if the world shall be iudged by you, are
ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?" (Paul' I
Cor. 6:z). Unfortunately not merely the talk of a luna-
tic. This fuightful su:ilndler continues literally: "Know
ye not that we shall judge angels? how much nore
things that pertain to this lifel"

'Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? For after that the world by its wisdom knew not
God in his wisdom, it pleased Gocl by foolish preaching
to make blessed them that believe in it. . . . Not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called. But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to ruin the wise; and God hath
chosin the weak things of the world to ruin what is
strong; And base thing-s of the world, and things which
are despised hath God chosen, yea, and what is noth-
ing, to bring to nought what is something: That no
flesh should glory in his presence" (Paul, I Cor.
tzzoff.).t To undentand this passage, a ftrst-rate docu-

r Nietzsche Quotes Luther's translation' and some de'
partures frou tle King lames Bible were found necessary
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ment-for-Fu ply.holggy of every chandala morality,
one should rcad the ffrst inquiqy in my GeneatogV bf
Morab: there the contrast between a rcbb morality
and a chandala morality, born of rcssentlment and
impotent vengefulness, was brought to light for the ffrst
time. Paul was the greatest of all apostles of vengeance.

46
What fotlnwc from thk? That one does well to put

on gloves when reading the New Testament. The prox-
imity of so much uncleanliness almost forces one to do
this. We would no more choose the 'first Christianso
to associate with than Polish Jews-not that one even
required any objection to them: they both do not smell
good.

I have lookeil in vain through the New Testament to
descry even a single synpathetic feature: tlere is noth-
ing in it that is free, gracious, candid, honest. Humane-
ness did not even make its ffrst beginninqs here-the
instincts of, clcanliness are lacking. ih"te it" only bait
instincts in the New Testament, and not even the
oourag€ to have tliese bad instincts. Everything in it is
cowardice, everything is shutting-one's-eyes and self-
deception. Every book becomes clean iust after one has
read the New Testament: to give an example, it was
with utter delight that, right-after paul, I read that
most graceful, most prankish mocker Petronius, of
whom one might say what Domenico Boccaccio wrote
to the Drke of Parma about Cesare Borqia: C tutto
lasfo-immortally healthy, immortally cheerTul and well
tumed out

For these little prigs miscalculate precisely where it
matters most. They attack, but everything they attack
in,this quotation because some of its phrases are echoed, in
$bsequent sections.
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is distinguished thercby. To be attacked by a "ffrst
Christian' is not to be soiled. On the contrary: it is an
honor to be opposed by "ffrst Christians.- Oni does not
read the New Testament without a predilection for
that rvhieh is maltreated in it-not t6 speak of the
wisdom of this world," which an impudent rvindmaker
tries in vain to ruin with "foolish preaching."

But even the Pharisees and scribes derivaan advan-
tage from such opposition: they must have been worth
something to have been hated in so indecent a manner.
Hypocrisy-what a reproach in the mouths of "ffrst
Christians't In the end, they were men of. Tnioilege:
that is enough-chandala hatred requires trb furtf,er
grounds. The "ffrst Christian'-I am afraid, the "last
Christian" too, and. I rnay yet lioe to see him-is, flun
his lowest instincts, a rebel against everything privileged:
he lives, he ffghts always for "equal rights."-Examined
more closely, he has no choice. If one wants to be'chosen by God"-or a 'temple of God" or a 'judge of
the angels"-then any other principle of selection-for
example, according to integrity, spirit, virility and pride,
beauty and freedom of the heart-is merely "u'orld,-
eoil in itself. \[oral: every word in the mouth of a'ffrst Christian" is a lie; every act he performs a false-
ness of instinct-all his values, all his goals are harm-
ful; but whomeoer he hates, uhateoer he lwtes, that has
oalue. The Christian, the priestly Christian in particu-
Iar, is a criterion of oalue.

Need I add that in the whole New Testament there
is only e single ffgure who commands respect? Pilate,
the Roman governor. To take a Jewish afrair seriouslg
-he does not persuade himself to do that. One lew
more or less-what does it matter? The noble scorn of
a Roman, confronted with an impudent abuse of the
word'truth," has enriched the New Testament with the
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only salng that has oahrc<ne which is its criticism,
even its annihilntbn: "What is truth?"

47
That we ffnd no God+ither in history or in nature

or behind nahrre-is not what difierentiates fls, but
ttrat we experience what has been revered as God, not
as 'godlike" but as miserable, as absurd, as harmful,
not merely as an error but as a crime against life, We
deny God as God. If one were to prooe this God of the
Christians to us, we should be even less able to believe
in him. In a formula z d,eus, qualem Paulus creaoit, d.ei
negatio.r

A reli$on lilre Christianity, which does not have con-
tact with reality at any point, which crumbles as soon
as reality is conceded its rights at even a single point,
must naturally be mortally hostile against the "wisdom
of this world," which means science. It will applaud
all means with which the discipline of the spirit, purity
and severity in the spiriCs matters of conscienc-" the
noble coolness and freedom of the spirit, can be poi-
soned, slandered, brought into disrepute. "Faith as an
imperative is the oeto against science-in practice, the
lie at any price.

Paul comprehended that the lie-that "faith'-was
needed; later the church in tum comprehended Paul.
The "God" whom Paul invented, a god who "ruins the
wisdom of the world" (in particular, philology and
medicine, the two great adversaries of all superstition),
is in truth merely Paul's own resolute d,eterrnination to
do this: to give the name of 'God" to onet own will,
torah, that is thoroughly Jewish. Paul wants to ruin the
"wisdom of the world": his enemies are the good philol-
ogists and physicians with Alexandrian training-i1 i5

1'God, as Paul created him, is the negation of God."
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they against whom he wages war. Indeed, one cannot
be a philologist or physician without at the same time
being an anti-Christian For as a philologist one sees
behind the "lroly books"; as a physician, behind the
physiological depravity of the typical Christian. The
physician says 'incurable"; the philologist, 

'twindle."

48
Has the famous story that stands at the beginning of

the Bible really been understood? the story of Godt
hellish fear of science? It has not been understood. This
priestly book par excellence begins, as is fitting, with
the great inner difficulty of the priest: he knows only
one great danger, consequently "God" knows only one
great danger.

The old God, all "spirit," all high priest, all pen
fection, takes a stroll in his garden; but he is bored.
Against boredom even gods struggle in vain. What does
he do? He invents man-man is entertaining. But lo
and beholdl Man too is bored. God's compassion with
the sole distress that distinguishes all paradises knows
no limits: soon he creates other animals as well. God's

frsf mistake: man did not ffnd the animals entertaining;
he ruled over them, he did not even want to be 'hni-

mal." Consequently God created woman. And indeed,
that was the end of boredom-but of other things toot
Woman was God's second mistake. "Woman is by na-
ture a snake, Heve" l+ver/ priest knows that; 'Trom

rvoman comes all calamity in the world"-every priest
knows &at, too. "Consequently, it is from her too that

l Althoueh Nietzsche seems to have in mind a well-
lnown etimoloev of the Hebrew "Hawah"' ('Eva" in
Cerman),'not oi6 of the Hebrew words for snake resembles
this name. Genesis 3:zo links the name with life, and the
only other verse in which it ffgures is Genesis 4:r.



TIIE ANTICHRIST 629
sclence comes.' Only from woman did man learn to
taste of the tree of knowledge.

What had happened? The old God was seized with
hellish fear. Man himself had turned out to be his
greatest mistake; he had created a rival for himself;
science makes godlike-it is all over with priests and
gods when man becomes scientific. Moral: science is
the forbidden as suctr-it alone is forbidden. Science
is_ the frsl sin, the seed of all sin, the miginal sin. Thi.s
alone is moral@.'fhou shalt not ftne$r"-1[s rest fot-
lorvs.

God's hellish fear did not prevent him from being
clever. Horv does one resist siience? This became hil
main problem for a long time. Answer: out of paradise
wjth man! Happiness, idleness, give rise to ideas-all
ideas are bad ideas. Man slull not think. And the'priest-as-sucit- invents distress, death, the mortal dan-
ger of pregnancy, every kind of misery, old age, trou-
ble, and, above all, .sdcltness-all meins in the ffght
against science. Distress does not permit man to think.
And yet-honiblel-the ediffce of knowledge.begins to
lgy"r, heaven-sto_rming, suggesting twilight to thJgods.
What is to be done? The old God invents wai, he
divides the peoples, he fixes it so men will annihil'ate
each other -(priests have always required wars). War
-amoxg other things a great disrupter of sciencet In-
credible! Knowledge, the emancipation fron the pfiest,
continues to grow in spite of wars. And the old God
makes a ftnal decision: 'Man has become scieniiffc-
tlwre is no other usay, he Ims to be droroned,.-

r have been.rnd"rrtood.4?h" b"ginnirrg of the Biblo
contains lhe uhole psychology of the priJst. The priest
Jcnows only one great danger: that is sciencg the sound
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conception of cause and efiect. But on the whole science
prospers only under h"ppy circumstances-there rnust
be a sarplus of time, of spirit, to make 'knowledge"

possible. 'Consequently, man must be made unhappy"
-this rvas the logic of the priest in every age.

It will now be clear what was introduced into the
world for the ffrst time, in accordance with this logic:
',rin."'Ihe concept of guilt and punishment, the whole
-moral world order,' was invented against science,
against the emancipation of man from the priest. Man
shall not look outside, he shall look into himself; he
shnll rct look into things cleverly and cautiously, like
a learner, he shall not look at all-he shall sufer. And
he shall sufier in such a way that he has need of the
priest at all times. Away with physiciansl A Saoior ls
needed. The concept of guilt and punishmenl includ-
ing the doctrine of "grace,' of 'redemption," of "for-
giveness'-lies through and through, and without any
psychological reality-were invented to destroy man's
causal sense: they are an attemPt to assassinate cause
and efiect. And not an attempt to assassinate with the
ffst, with the knife, with honlsty in hatred and lovet
But born of the most cowardly, most cunning, lowest
instincts. A priestly attemptl L parasitds attemptl A
vampirism of pale, subterranean bloodsuckersl

When the natural consequences of a deed are no
longer onatural,' but thought of as caus_ed by the con-
ceptual specters of superstition, by 'C'9!," by.'spirits,"
by'souls," as if theywere merely'moral" conselluences'
ai reward, punishment, hint, means oI education, then
the presupposition of knowledge has been destroyed-
thei the- freatest uirne agairct humanlty has been
committed, Sin, to repeat it once more, this form of
man's self-violation pir excellence' was invented to
make science, culturg every elevation and nobility of



THE ANTICHRIST 681
man, impossible; the priest rules through the invention
of sin.

5o
At this point I do not let myself off without a psy-

chology of "faith," of "believers"-precisely for the
benefit of'believers,'as is fftting. If today there is no
Iack of peOple who do not know in what way it is
lndecent to "believe"---or a sign of deeadence, of
broken will to life-tomorrow they will already know
it. My voice reaches even the hard of hearing.

Unless I have heard wrong, it seems that among
Christians there is a kind of criterion of truth that is
called the "proof of strength." "Faith makes blessed:
henee it is true.' Here one might object ffrst that it is
precisely the making blessed which is not proved but
merely promised: blessedness tied to the condition of'faith"-one slrall become blessed because one believes.
But whether what the priest promises the believer in
fact occurs in,a "beyond" which is not subject to any
test-how is that proved? The alleged 'proof of
strength" is thus at bottom merely another faith,
namely, that the efiect one expects from faith will not
fail to appear. In a formula: "I believe that faith makes
blessed; consequently it is true.' But with this we are
already at the end. This "consequently" would be ab-
surdity itself as the criterion of truth.

But let us suppose, with some leniency, that it was
proved that faith makes blessed (not merely desired,
not merely promised by the somewhat suspicious mouth
of a priest): would blessedness-<r more technically
speaking, pleaxnc-ever be a proof of truth? This is
so far from the case that it almost furnishes a counter-
proof; in any event,.the greatest suspicion of a *trutn-

should arise when feelings of pleasure enter the discus-
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sion of the question "ltVhat is true?" The proof of
"pleasure" is a proof of "pleasure"-nothing else: how
in all the world could it be established that true
judgments should give greater delight than false ones
and, according to a pre-established harmony, should
necessarily be followed by agreeable feelings?

The experience of all severe, of all profoundly in-
clined, spirits teaches the opposite. At every step one
has to wrestle for truth; one has had to surrender for
it almost everything to which the heart, to which our
Iove, our trust in life, cling otherwise. That requires
greatness of soul: the service of truth is the hardest
service. What does it mean, after all, to have integrity
in matters of the spirit? That one is severe against one's
heart, that one despises "beautiful sentiments," that
one makes of everv Yes and No a matter of conscience.
Faith makes blessld, consequently it lies.

51
That faith makes blessed under certain circumstances,

that blessedness does not make of a ffxed idea a true
idea, that faith moves no mountaius but pufs moun-
tains where there are none-a quick walk through a
madhouse enlightens one sufficiently about this. Not,
to be sure, a priest: for he denies instinctively that sick-
ness is sickness, that madhouse is madhouse. Christian-
ity needs sickness just as Greek culture needs a super-
abundance of health-to make sick is the true, secret
pulpose of the whole system of redemptive procedures
constructed by the church. And the church itself-is it
not the catholic madhouse as the ultimate ideal? The
earth altogether as a madhouse?

The religious man, as the church wants him, is a
typical decadent; the moment rvhen a religious crisis
overcomes a people is invariably marked by epidemics
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of the nerves; the "inner world" of the religious man
looks exactly like the 'inner world" of the overexcited
and the exhausted; the 'highest" states that Christian-
ity has hung over mankind as the value of all values
are epileptoid forms-only madmen or great impostors
have been pronounced holy by the chuich in maiorem
de-i honorem. I once permitted myself to designate the
yhgb- Christian- repintance and' reclemption training
(which today is besi studied in England)^as a methodil
cally pr-oduced folie circalabe, ai is proper, on soil
pre-parecl fo-r it, that is to say, thorouglily morbid soil.
Nobody is free to become a Christianione is not ..con-
verted' to Christirrnity-one has to be sick enough for
it.

We others who have the courage to be healthy and,
also to despise-how may we desf,ise a religion which
taught men to misunderstand the 6odvl whiJh does not
want to get rid of superstitious belief in souls! which
turns insufficient nourishment into something ..meritori-
ous"l wliich Sghts Jrealth as a kind of enEmy, devil,
temptationt which fancies that one can carry around a
"perfect soul" in a cadaver of a body, and lJhich there-
lore joya.it necessary to concoct a new coneeption of'perfection"-a 

pale, sickly, idiotic-enthusiastic char-
acter, so-called'troliness." Holiness-merely a series of
s/lptoy of an impoverished, unnerved, incurably cor-
ruPted !9d1. ln r, htuy,rgrfl.r;.61p-The Christian' 

-mb'ver,,"rrr, 
as a..truropearn movement,

has been from the start a collective riovement of the
dross and refuse elements of every kind (these want to

F:l q"yt through Chrisrianity). It does no, express
the decline of a race, it is an aggregate of forms of
decadence focking together 

"na 
,JJki,r"g each other out

1Io* g*ry*here. It is not, as is suppoled, the comrp-
tion of antiquity itself, of nable aiiquity, that made
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Ctuistianity possible. The scholarly idiocy which up
holds such ideas even today cannot be contradicted
harshly enough. At the very time when the sick, cor-
nrpt chandali strata in the wbole-iarpedum adopted
Cf,ristianity, the opposite type, nobility, was present
in its most beautiful and most mature form. The great
nunrber became master; the democratism of the Chris-
tian instincts triumphed. Christianity was not'national,"
not a function of 

'a 
race-it turned to every kind of

man who was disinherited by life, it had its allies every'
where. At the bottom of Christianity is the rancor of
the sick, instinct directed against the healthn against
health itself. Everything that has tumed out well,
everythinq that is proud and prankish, beauty above

all, iu*s-its ears ind eyes. Once more I recall the
inestimable words of Paul: 'The roeck things of the

world, the foolish things of the wgrl{, the base and

dpssiseil thinqs of the world hath God chosen'"l This

wal th" formila; in hoc sdgno decadence triumphed'
God on the uosvate the horrible secret thoughts

behind this symbol not understood yet? All.1|at suffers,

utt ttr"t is naileil to the cross, is diaine' All of us are

t 
"l"a 

to the cross, consequently ue are divine' We

uio"" 
"t" 

divine. Christianity wis a victory, a nobler

outlook perished of it-Chris-tianity has been the great-

est misf&tune of mankind so far.

52
Christianity also stands opposecl to- every qp"'Lryt

has turned out well; it can uie- only sick reason as Chris-

tian reason, it sides with everything idiotic,.it utte$ a

""it" "g"intt 
the spirit, against the supetbla of the

healthv"spirit. Beca-use'sicfness is of the essence of-Cf"itti"t 
ity, the typicat Christian statg 'faith," must

rsee the last quotation in secUon 45'
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also be a form of sickness, and all straigh! honest, scien-
tiffc paths to knowledge must be rejected by the churcb
as forbidden paths. Even doubt is a sin

The complete lack of psychological cleanliness in the
priest-betrayed by his eyes-is a consequence of de-
cadence: one should observe hysterical females and
children with a tendency to rickets to see how regu-
larly instinctive falseness, the inclination to lie in order
to lie, and the incapacity for straight glances and steps
are the elpression of decadence: 'Faith" means not
uanting to know what is true.

The pietist, the priest of both sexes, is false because
he is sick: his instinct demands that truth not be con-
eded its right at any point. *Whatever makes sick is
good;_whatever comes out of fullness, out of super-
abundance, out of power, is eojl"-thus feels the-be-
lieven Harsing no 6hoice but to lie-from that I can
s:e 1t a glance-if-a m9n is a predestined theologian.
{gtl,"t sign_ of the theologian is his incapacity for
phiblogy, What is here meant by philology is,-in a
yery broad sen-se, the art of reading well-if reading
facts without falsifying them by inteqpretation, with:
out- losing caution, patience, delicacy, in the desire to
understand. Philology as ephexis in interpretation-
whether it is a matter of books, the news in . paper,
destinies, or weather conditions, not to speak of 

-the
*salvation of the soul." The manner in wf,ich a theo
logilo in Berlin as in Rome, inteqprets a overse of Scrip-
ture" or an event-for example, a victory of the armiis
9f thu fatherland, in the higher light of the psalms of
Dlvid-is- always so audacious that a philologist can
only tear his hair. And what is he to do wheripieUsts
and other cows from Swabia, with the aid of the?'ffnger
of God," transform the wretched everyday and the p"ar-
lor smoke of their existence into a miracle of igrfce,'
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of "providence,' of "experiences of salvation'? Even
the most modest expenditure of spirit, not to sPeak of
decengy, would sufice to bring these interpreters to the
point of convincing themselves of the utter childishness
and unworthiness of-such an abuse of the dexterity of
the divine ffngers. Possessing even the tiniest bit of
piety in the body, we should find a god who cures a
colil at the right time or who bids us enter a coach
at the very moment when a violent rainstorm begins,
such an absurd gocl that we should have to abolish him
if he existed. A god as servant, as mailman, as calendar
ma&-at bottom, a word for the most stupid of all acci-
dents. "Divine providence" of the kind in which ap;
proximately every thiril person in "educated Germany"
itilt believ'es *o,tld be in oblection to God so shong

that one simply could not imagine a stronger one. And,

in any case, it'is an objection to the Germansl

53
\\at martyts prove anything aboqt the truth of a

matter is so lar from true that I would deny that any

martvr ever had anything whatsoever to do with truth'

The 
'tot 

e with which a irartyr throws his considering-

something-true into the face of the world expresses such

a low delgree of intellectual integrity, such an obtuse-

ness for tlte question of truth, that one neve-r needs to

refute a martir. Truth is not something which one Per-
son might have and. another not have: -only peasants and

o"or"ni apostles like Luther can think that way about

LttU. O"6 may be sure that modesty, mod'eration int\is

matter, beco.ries greater in proportion to the degree of

conscientiousness in matter] of tte spirit' To have

knouled.ge of ffve matters, and to refuse with a gende

hand to iave other knowledge.
'Truth," as the word is uiderstood by every prophet,
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€very sectarian, every free spirit, every socialist, every
churchman, is a perfect proof that not even a beginning
has been made with that discipline of the spirit, that
self-overcoming which is needed if any small, however
small, truth is to be found.

The deaths of the martyrs, incidentally, have been a
great misfortune in history: they seduced. The inference
of all idiots, woman and the people included, that there
must be something to a cause for which someone goes
to his death (or which even, like early Christianity,
generates death-seeking epidemics)-this inference has
immeasurably thwarted examination, the spirit of ex-
amination, and caution. The marbrrs haveharmed,truth.

Even today it takes only the crudity of a persecution
to give an otherwise completely indifferent sectarianism
an honorable name. How? Does it change the value of
a thing if someone gives his life for it? An error that
becomes honorable is an error which is that much more
seductive. Do you believe, my dear theologians, that
we would give you an occasion to become martyrs for
your lie? One refutes a matter by lalng it respectfully
on ice-that is how one also refutes theologians. This
precisely was the world-historical stupidity of all per-
secutors, that they gave the opposing cause the appear-
ance of being honorable-that they gave it the fascina-
tion of martyrdom as a gift. Even today woman lies on
her knees before an error because she has been told
that somebody died on the cross for it. Is the cross an
argument? But about all these things, only one man
has said the word which was needed for thousands of
year*Zaratlustra:

They wrote signs of blood on the way they walked, and
their folly taught that urith blood one proved truth. But
blood is the worst witness of truth; blood poisons eveu the
purest doctrine and turns it into delusion and batsed of the
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heart And if a man goes through Sre for his doctrine-what
does that prove? Veriln it is more lf your own doctrinc
comes out of your own 8re.1

34
One should not be deceived: great spirits are skep

tics. Zarathustra is a skeptic. Strength, freedotn whtch
is bom of the strength and overshength of the spirit,
proves itself by skepticism. Men of conviction are not
rvorthy of the least consideration in fundamental ques-
tions of value and
Such men do not look far
beneath themselves: but to be permitted to join in the
discussion of value and disvalue, one must see ffve hun-
dred convicti ons beneath oneself-behind oneself.

A spirit who wants great things, who also wants the
means to them, is necessarily a skeptic. Freedom.from
all kinds of convictions, to be able to see freely, is part
of strength. Great passion, the ground and the power of
his existence, even more enlightened, even more des-
potie tharr he is himself, employs his whole intellect; it
makes him unhesitating; it gives him courage even for
unholy meatrs; under certain circumstances it does not
begrudge him convictions. Conviction as a mear*.. many
things are attained only by means of a conviction. Great
passion uses and uses up convictions, it does not suG'
cumb to thern-it knows itself sovereign.

Convenely: the need for faith, for some kind of un-
conditional Yes and No, this Car$ism, if one will for-
give me this word, is a need born of aeaL,ness. The
man of faith, the 'believer" of every kind, is necessarily
a dependent mah<ne who cannot posit himself as an
end, one who cannot posit any end at all by himself.
The "believer" does not belong to himself, he can only

rSee pp. zo4-2n5.
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be a means, le must be ased ap, he requires somebody
to use him up. His instinct gives the highest honor to
a morality of self-abnegation; everything persuades him
in this direction: his prudence, his experience, his van-

kind of faith is itself an of self-

necessary most people ftnd
something regulatory, which will bind them from rvith-
out and tie them down; how compulsion, slaoery in a
higher sense, is the sole and ultimate condition under
which the more weak-willed human being, woman in
particular, can prosper-then one will also understand
conviction, 'faith." The man of conviction has his back-
bone in it. Nof to see many things, to be impa*ial at
no point,,to be party through and through, to have a
strict and necessary perspective in all questions of
value-this alone makes it possible for this kind of
human being to exist at all. But with this they are the
opposite, the antagonists, of what is truthful-of tmth.

The believer is not free to have any conscience at
all for questions of otrueo and'untrue': to have in-
teglry on this point would at once destroy him. The
pathological condition of his perspective tums the con-
vinced into fanatics-Savonaroli, Luther, Rousseau,
Robespierre, Saint-Simon: the opposition-type of the
strong spirit_whohas become ftee. Yet the giand pose
of these oc& spirits, these epileptics of thi concept,
makes an impression on the great mass! the fanatics are
p-icturesclue; mankind prefers to see gestures rather
than to hear reasons.

55
-. Olu step further in the psychology of conviction, ofofaith." Long ago I posed- the problem whether con-
victions are not more dangerous than lies as enemies of
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truth (Iluman, Nl-Too-Human I, aphorisms 54 and
+89). Now I should like to ask the decisive question:
Is there any contrast at all between a lie and a convic-
tion? All the world believes there is; but what does all
the world not believel

Every conviction has its history, its preliminary forms,
its trials and errors: it becomes a conviction after not
having been one for a long time, and after scarcely
having been one for an even longer time. How? Could
not the lie be among these embryonic forms of convic-
tion? Sometimes a mere change of person suffices: in
the sort that becomes conviction which in the father
still was a lie.

By lie I mean: wishin g nat to see something that one
does see; wishing not to see something as one sees it
Whether the lie takes place before witnesses or with-
out witnesses does not matter. The most common lie is
that with which one lies to oneself; lying to others is,
relatively, an exception.

Now this wishing-nof-to-see what one does see, this
wishing-not-to-see a.e one sees, is almost the first con-
dition for all who arc party in any sense: of necessity,
the party man becomes a liar. German historiography,
for example, is convinced that Rome represented des-
potism and that the Germanic tribes brought the spirit
of freedom into the world. What is the difierence be-
tween this conviction and a lie? Ir{ay one still be sur-
prised when all parties, as well as the German his-
iorians, instinctively employ the big words of morality,
that morality almost continues to exist because the party
man of every description needs it at every moment?

*This is our coniction: we confess it before all the
world, we live and die for it. Respect for all who have
eonvictionsl" I have heard that sort of thing even out
of the mouths of anti-Semites. On the contrary, gentle-
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ment An anti-Semite oertainly is not any more decent
because he lies as a matter of principle.

The priests are much more delicate in such matters
anil they understand very well the objection which lies
in the concept of a conviction, namely, a mendacious-
ness which is a matter of principle because it serves an -.
end; so they have accepted the clever procedure of the -l-

Jews to introduce at this point the concept of "God," 5'will of God," "revelation of God." Kant too, with his - -i
categorical imperative, was on the same path: in this l5
respect, his reason became practical. There are ques- .r' n

tiois in which man is not entitled to a decision aboutS&
truth and untruth; all the highest questions, all the <$

highest value problems, lie beyond human reason. To {-.i
comprehend the limits of reason-that alone is truly$ ;r
philosophy. What did God give man revelation for?.., p
Would God have done something superfluous? Man is \_ l1
not capable of knowing by himself what is good and "
evil, therefore God taught him his will. Moral: ttre _l-Q
priest does rct lie; the question of "trud' and "untrud' "i ^
does not erist in the matters about which priests speak; p
these matters do not allow one to lie at all. For, to be i f;
able to lie, one would have to be capable of deciding - i*
ushat is true here. But of this man is not capable; thus .l '+-

the priest is merely the mouthpiece of God. 3.-.
Such a priestly syllogism is by no means merely lew- $:,

ish and Christian; the right to lie and the shrewdners $--1
of ievelation' belong to the priestly type, to the de- .' _
cadent priests as well as to ihe piieslJ of paganism F
(pagans are all those u'ho say Yes to life, for whom F'
"god" is the word for the great Yes to all things). The A'law," the "will of God," the'holy book," tnspiration"
= all mere words for the conditions und.er which I\e
priest attains power, oith which the priest preserves his
power; these concepb are found at the basis of all
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ptigrf organizations, of all forms of priestly or philo-
sophic-priestly rule. The 'troly lieo-common to Con-
fucius, the law of Manu, Mohammed, the Christian
churclr-is not absent in Plato. 'Truth is therd': this
means, wherever it is announced, the priest lies.

56
Ultimately, it is a matter of the end to which one lies.

That 'troly' ends are lacking in Christianity is my
otjection to its means. Only bad, ends: poisoning, slan-
der, negation of life, contempt for the body, the deg-
radation and self-violation of man through the con-
cept of sin--ronsequently its means too are bad. It is
with an opposite feeling that I read the law of Manu,
an incomparably spiritual and superior work: even to
mention it in the same breath with the Bible would be
a sin against the spirit. One guesses immediately: there
is a real philosophy behind it, in it, not merely an ill-
smelling Judainer of rabbinism and superstition; it ofiers
even the most spoiled psychologist something to ehew
on, Not to forget the main point, the basic difference
from every kind of Bible: here the noble classes, the
philosophers and the warriors, stand above the mass;
noble values ever;nvhere, a feeling of perfection, an
afirmation of life, a kiumphant delight in oneself and
in life-the sun shines on the whole book. .All the
things on which Christianity vents its unfathomable
meanness-procreation, for example, woman, marriage
-are here treated seriousln with respect, with love
and trust.

Really, how can one put a book in the hands of chil-
dren and women which contains that vile dictum: "to
avoid fomication, let every man have his own wife, and
let every woman have her own husband. . . . It is

rJudaisur conceived as a poison. See oote, p. SZo.
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better to marry than to burn"? 1 And how can one be a
Christian as long as the notion of the lmtnaculata con'
ceptio chistianiies, that is, dirties, the origin of man?

I know no other book in which so many tender and
gracious things are said to woman as in the law of
M"n,t; those old greybeards and saints have a way of
being courteous to women which has perhaps never
been surpassed. "The mouth sf 4 wemnn"-;t is writ'
ten in one place-'the bosom of a girl, the prayer of a
child, the smoke of the sacriftce, are alwayschild, the smoke ot the sacritice, are atways pure. 4.n-
other passage:-'There is nothing purer than the light of

" An-

the sun, thi shadow of a cow,-the air, water, ftre, and,
the breath of a girl." A ffnal passage-perhaps also a
holy lie: 'All apertures of the body above the navel
ars pure, all below are impure. Only in the girl is the
whole body pure.'

57
One catches the unholiness of the Christian means

ln flagranti if one once measures the Chnstian end
against the end.of the law of Manu-if one throws a
shong light on this greatest contrast of ends. The critic
of Christianity cannot be spared the task of making
Christianity look c ont ernptible.

Such a law as that of Manu originates lke every good
code of laws: it sums up the experience, prudence, and
experimental morality of many centuries; it concludes:
it lreates nothing further. The presupposition for a
codification of this sort is the insight that the means of
ensuring authority f.or a truth, which has been won
slonly and at considerable expense, are utterly different
from the means needed to prove it. A code of laws never
relates the advantage, the reasons, the casuistry, in the

tl Cor. 7zz,g



6,44 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
prehistory of a law:'if it did, it would lose the impera-
tive tone, the "thou shalg" the presupposition for be-
ing obeyed. This is precisely where the problem lies.

At a certain point in the development of a people,
the most circumspect stratum, that is, the one which
sees farthest back and ahead, declares the experience
according to which one should live-that is, can live-
to be concluded. Their aim is to bring home as rich
and complete a harvest as possible from the times of
experiment and bad, experience. Consequently, what
must now be prevented above all is further experi-
mentation, a continuation of the fuid state of values,
testing, choosing, criticizing values fn infiniturn. Against
this a double wall is put up: one, reuelition, the claim
that the reason in these laws is not of human origin,
not sought and found slowly and after many errors, but
of divine origin, and hence whole, perfect, without
history, a gift, a miracle, merely communicated. Then,
tradition, the claim that the law has existed since time
immemorial and that it would be irreverent, a crime
agairut one's forefathers, to raise any doubt against it
'The authority of the law is founded on the theses: God
garn it, the forefathers lioed it. The higher reason in
such a procedure lies in the aim, step by step to push
,consciousness back from what had been recognized as
the right life (that is, prorsed right by a tremendous
and rigorously ffltered experience), so as to attain the
perfect automatism of instinct-that presupposition of
all mastery, of every kind of perfection in the art of life.
To set up a code of laws after the man-ner of Manu
means to give a people the chance henceforth to be-
come master, to become perfect-to aspire to the high-
est art of filjfe. To that end, it must be made untot
sclorrsr this is the aim of every holy lie.

The order of castes, the supreme, the dominant law,
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is merely the sanction of, a natural order, a nafural law-
fulness of the ffrst rank, over which no arbitrariness, no
"modern idea" has any power. In every healthy society
there are three types which condition each other and
gravitate difierently physiologically; each has its own
hygiene, its own fteld of work, its own sense of per-
fection and mastery. Nature, not Manu, distinguishes
the pre-eminently spiritual ones, those who are pre-
eminently strong in muscle and temperament, and those,
the third type, who excel neither in one respect nor in
the other, the mediocre ones-the last as the great ma-
jority, the ffrst as the elite.

The highest casta-I call them the fewest-being
perfecl also has the privileges of the fewest: among
them, to represent happiness, beauty, and graciousness
on earth. Only to the most spiritual human beings is
beauty permitted: among them alone is graciousness
not weakness. Pulchrum est paucorum homirwm: the
good is a privilege. On the other hand, there is nothing
that they may be conceded less than ugly manners or
a pessimistic glance, an eye that makes ugly<r in-
dignation at the total aspect of things. Indignation is
the privilege of the chandalas; pessimism too.

oThe uorld is perfect"-thus says the instinct of the
rnost spiritual, the Yes-saying instinct; "imperfection,
whatever is beneath us, distance, the pathos of distance
--{ven the chandala still belongs to this perfection."
The most spiritual men, as the strongest, ffnd their hap-
piness where others would ffnd their destruction: in the
labyrinth, in hardness against themselves and others, in
experiments; their ioy is self-conquest; asceticism be-
comes in them nature, need, and instinct. Difficult tasks
are a privilege to them; to play with burdens which
crush others, a recreation. Knowledge-a .form of as-
ceticism. They are the most venerable kind of man;

u5
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that does not preclude their being the most cheerful and
the kindliest. They rule not because they want to but
because they are; they are not free to be second.

The secord,: they are the guardians of the law, those
who see to order and security, the noble warriors, and
above all the king as the highest formula of warrior,

iudge, and upholder of the law. The second are the
executive arm of the most spiritual, that which is closest
to them and belongs to them, that which does every'
thing gross in the work of ruling for them-their retinue,
their right hand, their best pupils.

In all this, to repeat, there is nothing arbitrary, noth-
ing contrived; whatever is different is contrived<on-
trived for the ruin of nature. The order of castes, the
oder of rank, merely formulates the highest law of life;
the separation of the three types is necessary f9r lhe
preservation of society, to make possible the higher
and the highest types. The inequality of dghts is the
ffrst condition for the existence of any rights at all.

A right is a privilege. A man's state of being is his
privilege. Let ua not underestilate t_h9 privileges of the
mediocre. As one climbs highet, life becomes ever
harder; the coldness increases, responsibility increases.

A high culture is a pyramid: it can stand only on a
broad lase; its ffrst presupposition is a strong and
soundly consolidated mediocrity. Handicraft, trade, ag1-
culturi, science, the greatest part of art, the whole
quintessence of professionol activity, to sum it up, is
dompatible only with a mediocre amount of ability and
ambition; that sort of thing would be out of place among
exceptions; the instinct here required vould contra-
dict both aristocratism and anarchism. To be a public
utility, a wheel, a function' for that one must be des-
ttned by nature: it is not society, it is the only-kind. of
happiness of which the great majority are capable that
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makes intelligent machines of them. For the mediocre,
to be mediocre is their happiness; mastery of one thing,
specialization-a natural instinct.

It would be eompletely unworthy of a more profound
spirit to consider mediocrity as such an obiection. In
fact, it is the very frst necessity if there'are to be
excepUons: a high culture depends on it. When the ex-
ceptional human being treats the mediocre more ten-
derly than himself and his peers, this is not mere polite-
ness of the heart-it is simply his duty.

Whom do I hate most among the rabble of today?
The socialist rabble, the chandala apostles, who undir-
mine the instinct, the pleasure, the worker's sense of
satisfaction with his small existence-who make him
envious, who teach him revenge. The source of wrong
is never unequal rights but the claim of *equal' righu.

\

i
t

What is bad? But I have said this already: all thit isbom or weakness, or Jll!,'X'ro ::;:;;:^it"?liiff#
and the Christian have the same origin.

58
Indeed, it makes a difierence to what end one lies:

whether one preseryes or destrogs. One may posit a
pertect equation between Christian and anarchisf; their
aim, their instinct, are directed only toward destruction.
The proof of this proposition can easily be read in his-
tory: it is written there in awful clarity. If we have just
become acquainted with a religious iegislation whose
aim it was to 'eternalize" 

the highest condition of lifet
pros-pering, a great organization of society-Christian-
ity found its mission in putting an end to precisely such
an orga-nization becaus6 life frospered ii lt. There the
gains of reason, after a long period of experiments and
uncerta-inty, were to be invested for the greatest long-
term advantage and the harvest to be broight home i's
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great, as ample, as complete as possible; here, con-
verseln the harvest was poisoned overnight. That rvhich
stood there aerc perennius, the imperium Rornamtm,
the most magniffcent form of organization under difr-
cult circumstances which has yet been achieved, in
comparison with which all before and all afterward are
mere botch, patchwork, and dilettantism-these holy
anarchists made it a matter of "piety" for themselves to
destroy "the world," that is, the imperium Romanum,
until not one stone remained on the other, until even
Teutons and other louts could become masters over it.

The Christian and the anarchist: both decadents, both
incapable of having any efiect other than disintegrating,
poisoning, withering, bloodsucking; both the instinct of
mortal hatred against everything that stands, that stands
in greatness, that has duration, that promises life a fu-
ture. Christianity was the vampire of the irnperium
Romanum: ovemight it undid the tremendous deed
of the Romans-who had won the ground for a great
culture that uould, haoe time.

Is it not understood yet? The inpedum Romanum
which we know, which the history of the Roman prov-
inces teaches us to know better and better, this most ad-
mirable work of art in the gand style was a beginning;
its construction was designed to prove itself through
thousands of yearsr until today nobody has built again
like this, nobody has even dreamed of building in such
proportions sub specie aeterni. This organization was
Brm enough to withstand bad emperors: the accident of
persons may not have anything to do with such matters
-first principle of all grand architecture. But it was not
ftrm enough against the most conuptkind of corruption,
against the Christians.- 

This stealthy vermin which sneaked up to every sin-
gle one in thenight, in fog and ambiguity, and sucked
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out of each single one the seriousness for true things
and any instinct for rca[ities-this cowardln efieminate,
and saccharine pack alienated "souls" step by step from
that.tremendous structute-those valuable, those virile'
noble natures who found their own cause, their own
seriousness, their own pride in the cause of Rome. The
sneakiness of prigs, the conventicle secrecy, gloomy con-
cepts like hell, like sacrifice of the guiltless, like unio
mystica in drinking blood; above all, the slowly fanned
ffre of revenge, of chandala reveng*all that is what
became master over Rome, the same kind of religion
against which, in its pre-existent form, Epicurus already
had waged war. One should read Lucretius to compre-
hend iha Epicurus fought: not paganism but "C[ris-

tianity," by which I mean the corruption of souls by the
concepts of guilt, punishment, and immortality. He
fought the subterranean cv'rcs which were exactly like
a latent form of Christianity: to deny immortality was
then nothing less than a real saloation.

And Epicurus would have won; every respectable
spirit in the Roman Empire was an Epicurean. Then
Paul appeared-Paul, the chandala hatred against
Rome, against "the world," become flesh, become genius,
the Jew, the eternal Wandering Jew par excellence.
What he guessed was how one could use ttre little
sectarian Christian movement apart from Judaism to
kindle a 'world ffrd'; how with the symbol of "God on
the cross" one could unite all who lay at the bottom, all
who were secretly rebellious, the whole inheritance of
anarchistic agitation in the Empire, into a tremendous
power. "salvation is of the Jews." Christianity as a
iormula with which to outbid the subterranean cults of
all kinds, those of Osiris, of the Great Mother, of Mith-
ras, for example-ond to unite them: in this insight lies
the genius of Paul. His instinct was so sure in this that
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he took the ideas with which these chandala religions
fascinated, and, with ruthless violence, he put them
into the mouth of the'Savior" whom he had invented,
and not only into his mouth-he made something out
of him that a priest of Mithras too could understand.

This was his moment at Damascus: he comprehended
that he needeil the belief in immortality to deprive *the

world" of value, that the concept of 'telf' would be-
come master even over Rom*that with the 'bevond"

o:re lcdlls lila. Nihilism and Christianism: that .hy*es,
that does not only rhyme.

59
The whole labor of the ancient world fn oain: lhave

no word to express my feelings about something so tre-
mendous. And considering that its labor was a pre-
Iiminary labor, that only the foundation for the labors
of thousands of years had just then been laid with
granite self-confidence-the whole meaning of the an-
cient world in vainl Wherefore Creeks? Wherefore
Romans?

AIl the presuppositions for a scholarly culture, all
scientiftc methods, were already there; the great, the
incomparable art of reading well had already been
established-that presupposition for the tradition of cul-
ture, for the unity of science; nafural science, allied with
mathematics and mechanics, rvas well along on the best
way-the sense for facts, the last and most valuable
of all the senses, had its schools and its tradition of
centuries. Is this understood? Everything essentinl had.
been found, so that the work could be begun: the meth-
ods, one must say it ten times, are what is essential,
also what is most difficult, also what is for the longest
time opposed by habits and laziness. What we today
have again conquered with immeasurable self-mastery
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-for each of us still has the bad instincts, the Chris-
tian ones, in his systenr-the free eye before reality, the
cautious hand, patience and seriousness in the smallest
matters, the whole lntegrity in knowledge-that had al-
ready been there once beforel More thin two thousand
years ago! And in addition, the good, the delicate sense
of tact and taste. Nof as brain drill! Nof as oGerman'

education with loutish mannersl But as body, as gesture,
as instinct-as reality, in short Nl i4 Win! Overnight ^r,
nothing but a memoryl \Lo- Unt\!. v* kr;rr*f

Greeksl Romansl The nobility of instirict, the taste,
the methodical research, the genius of organization and
administration, the faith in, the ofll to,-mans future,
the great Yes to all things, become visible in the im-
perlum Romanum, visible for all the senses, the grand
style no longer mere art but become reality, truth; fd4
And not buried ovemight by a natural catastrophe,
not trampled down by Teutons and other bufialoes, but
ruined by cunn-ing, stealthy, invisible, anemic vampires.
Not vanquished-merely drained. Hidden vengefulness,
petty envy become master. Everything miserable that
suffers from itself, thsf fu effiisfsd with bad feelings, the
whole ghetto-world of the soul on top all at once.

One need only read any Christian agitator, St. Augus-
Une, tor example, to comprehend, to .srnall, what an
unclean lot had thus come to the top. One would de-
ceiv-e oneself utterly if one presupposed any lack of
intelligence among the leaders of the Christian move-
ment: oh, they are clever, clever to the point of boli-
ness, these good church fathersl What they-lack is some-
lhing quite difierent. Nature has neglect'ed them-she
forgot to -give them a modest dowry-of respectable, of
decent, of. clean instincts. Among ouiselves, ihey are not
even men. Islam is a thousand times right in despising
Christianity: Islam presupp oses rnen,
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Ctristianity has cheated us out of the harvest of
ancient culture; later it cheated us again, out of the
harvest of the culture of Islam. The wonderful world of
the Moorish culture of Spain, really more closely re-
lated to us, more congenial to our senses and tastes
ttran Rome and Greece, was trampled down (I do not
say by what kind of feet). Why? Because it owed its
origin to noble, to rnala insHncts, because it said Yes to
life even with the rare and refined luxuries of Moorish
life.

Later the crusaders fought something before which
they might more properly have prostrated themselves in
the dust-a culture compared to which even our nine-
teenth century might well feel very poor, very "late."
To be sure, they wanted loot; the Orient was rich. One
should not be so prejudiced. Crusades-higher piracy,
nothing elsel The German nobility, Viking nobility at
bottom, was in its proper element here: the church
knew only too well what it takes to get the German
nobility. The German nobility, always the "Swiss
Guards' of the church, always in the servicc of all the
bad instincts of the church-but well paid. That the
church should have used German swords, German
blood ancl courage, to wage its war unto death against
everything noble on earthl There are many painful
questions at this poinL The German nobility is almost
rnissing in the history of higher culture: one guesses
the reason-Christianity, alcohol, the two great means
of comrption

Really there should not be any choice between fsbm
and Christianity, any more than between an fuab and
a !ew. The decision is given; nobody is free to make
any further choice. Either one is a chandala, or one
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'h not, o\ffar to the knife against Romet Peace and
friendship with Islam"-thus felt, thus acted,, that great
free spiri! the genius among German emperors, Fred-
erick II. How? Must a German ffrst be a genius, a free
spirit, to have decent feelings? I do not understand how
a German could ever have Christian feelings.

6r
Here it becomes necessary to touch on a memory

which is even a hundred times more painful for Gei-
mans. The Germans have cheated Europe out of the
last great cultural harvest which Europe could still
have brought hom+that of the Renaiscarce. Does
one understand at lasd does one want to understand,
what the Renaissance was? The reoaluation of Cfuis.
tian oalues, the attempt, undertaken witli every means,
wi$ every instincE with all genius, to bring the counter-
values, the noble values to victory.

So far there has been only thii one great war, so far
there has been no more decisive q,testion than that of
the Renaissanc*my question is iis question-nor has
there ever been a more fundamental, a straighter form
ot attackin which the whole front was led m6re strictly
against the center. Attacking in the decisive place, in
the very-seat of Christianity, placing the nabie values
o_n the throne here, I mean, bringing them right into
the instincts, into the lowest neediaJd desires 6f those
who sat therel

I envisa_ge a possibility of a perfectly supraterrestrial
ma$c and fascination of color: it seems to me that it
glistens in all the tremors of subtle beauty, that an art
is at work in it, so divine, so devilishly divine that one
searches millennia in vain for a second such possibility;
I.enyrs_age a spectacle so ingenious, sb wonderfully para-
doxical at the same time, that all the deities on Oiirpus
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would have had occasion for immortal laughter: Cesarc
Boryia as pope. Am I understood? Well then, that
would have been the victory which alone I crave today:
with that, Christianity would have been abolisheil.

What happened? A German monk, Luther, came to
Rome. This monk, with all the vengeful instincts of a
sbipwrecked priest in his system, was outraged in Rome

the Renaissance. Instead of understanding,
with the most profound gratitude, the tremendous event
that had happened here, the overcoming of Christianity
fu its verv his hatreil

gnly
Luther saw ihe corraption df the papacy when pre-

cisely the opposite \pas more than obvious: the old cor-
nrption, the peccahtm originale, Christianity no longer
sat on the papal throne. But lifel But the triumph of
lifel But the great Yes to all high, beautiful" audacious
thingsl And Luther restored the church: he attacked it.

the RenaissancFan event without meaning, a great
ln oain. Oh, these Germans, what they have cost us
alreadyl In vain-that has always been the doing of the
Germans. The Reformation, Leibnia Kant and so-called
German philosophn the Wars of 1'Liberation," the Reich
-+ach time an in rzain for something that had already
been attained, for something irrevocable.

Ihey are my enemies, I confess ib these Germans: I
despise in them-every kind of conceptual and valua-
tional uncleanliness, of cowarillce before every honest
Yes and No. For almost a thousand years they have
messed up and confused everything they touched with
their ffngers; they have on their conscience eveqything
balf-hearted-three-eighths-heartedl-<f which Europe
is sick; they also have on their conscience the nost

de'
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uncteau hnd of Christianity that there is, the most in-
curable, the most inefutable: Protestantism. If we do
not get rid of Christianity, it will be the fault of the
Germans.

6z
With this I am at the end and I pronounce my judg-

ment. I condnmn Christianity. I raiJe against the Chri-
tian church the most tenible of all accusations that any
accuser ever uttered. It is to me the highest of all corr
ceivable comrptions. It has had the will to the last cor-
nrption that is even possible. The Christian church has
left nothing untouched by its comrption; it has turned
9very value into a1 un-value, every truth into a lie, every
integrity into a vileness of the soul. Let anyone dare tb
speak to me of its 'humanitarian' 

blessings! To abolish
aly distre_ss ran counter to its deepest i'dvantages: it
lived on distress,it^c@

- Th9 ryorm of sin, for example: with this dishess the
church ffrst enriched mankind. The %qualitv of souls
before God," this falsehood, this pretexi fo, [h" ran"or
of all the base-minded, this explosive of a concept
which evenhLrally became revolution, modern idea, aid
the principle of decline of the whole order of societv-
i2. !\tstry _dynamite. "Humanitarian' blessings' of
Christianityl To breed out of humanitas a self-c6ntra-
diction, an art of self-violation, a will to Iie at any price,
a repugnance, a contempt for all good and honest in-
stinctst Those are some of the blessings of Christianityt

Parasitism as the onh7 practice of the church; with ils
ideal of anemia, of "lioliiness," draining all blood, all
love, all lope for life; the beyond as th6 will to negate
elery reality; the cross as the mark of recognition-for
the most subterranean conspiracy that ever"existed-
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against health, beauty, whatever has hrrned out well'

"3rr"g",-tplnt, 
gradousneso of the soul, against Ufe

Itself,
Thit etbrnal indictment of Christianity I will write on

At-watts, wherever there are walls-I have letters

to make even the blind see.- 
i call Christianity the one great curse, the one great

irmermost comrption, the one great instinct ot revenge'

for which oo me-ans is poisonous, stealthy' subterranean'

-trii-"*"Shj cal^it the one immortal blemish of

mankind."'1;;;t"" 
ls reckoned from the dies nefastus wirh

*h;il tlttt calamity began-after-tle frst^aiy of Chds'

U""iwf Wha nat iathei ofter its last ilay? After toilag?

Reviuatioriof all valuesl
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Ecce Homo

HOW ONE BECOMES WHAT ONE IS

rprron's Notg

No sooner had Nietzsche finished The Anttchd$ than he
wrote the preface to Twilight of the lilols-in fact, on the
same day. Then, instead of going to work on the second
book of the Rersaluation, tentatively entitled "The Free
Spirit: A Critique of Philosophy as a Nihilistic Movemento
he wrote Ecce Homo, an incomparably sarcastic review of
his life and works, including sections on all of his bools,
except Th-e_Antichrist, which he now thought of holding
back until Ecce Hono had prepared the public for it.

Ecce Homo consists of four chapters: '\ilhy I Am So
Wisej' '\Mhy I Am So Clever,' "W-hy I Write'Such Good
Dooks," and '\Mhy,I Am a Destiny.o Of the following
selections, the ffrst tb'ree are from sections r, g, and.7, td
spectiveln of the ffrst chapter; the bit on Heine is from
section 4 of the second chapter; and the epigram on im-
mortality is from tte discussion oL Zarathustro in the third
chapter. The ffnal sentence is from the third section of the
last chapter.

?!i€

The perfect lightness and levity, even exuberance of
the spirif which The Daun reflects, are quite com-
patible in my case not only with the deepest physio-
logical weakness, but even with excessive-pain. Amid
the tortures _that go with an uninterrupteil three-day
migralne and agonizing phlegm-wretching, I possessed
a-dialectici,ans 9la1g par excellence, and very cold-
bloodedly thought through matters for which, in-health-



658 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
ier states, I am not enough of a climber, not subtle,
not cold enough. Perhaps my readers know in what
way I consider dialectics a symptom of decadence;
for example, in the most famous case of all: in the case
of Socrates.

All sickly disturbances of the intellecb even that
half-dazed state \Mhich follows a fever, are to this day
complete strangers to me, and to instruct myself con-
ceming their nature and frequency I have had to turn
to scholars. My blood circulates slowly. Nobody has
ever found me feverish. A physician who treated me
as a nervous case for a while said in the end, 'Nol It
is not a matter of your nerves; it is I who am nervousl
Any local degeneration is altogether indemonstrable;
nor is there any organie disease of the stomach, though,
as a consequence of over-all exhaustion, the gastric sys-
tem is as weak as possible. N{y eye trouble too, which
at times comes dangerously close to blindness, is only a
oonsequence, not a cause; thus my vision has always
improved again with every gain in vitality.

A long, all-too-long series of years signiffes my con-
valescence; unfortunately, it also signiffes relapse, ruin,
and the periodic rhythm of a kind of decadence. Need I
say after all this that I am experienced in questions of
decadence? I have spelled them forward and backward.
Even that ffligree art of clasping and grasping in gen-
eral, those ffngers for nuances, that psychology which
knows how to look around corners, and whatever else is
characteristic of me, were learned only then, are the real
gift of that time in which everything in me became
more delicate: observation itself as well as all the organs
of observation. To see healthier concepts and values in
the perspective of the sick, and conversely, to look down
out of the abundance and self-assurance of a rich life
to behold the secret doings of the instinct of decadence
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-in this I have had the longest training, my most
characteristic experience: here, if anywhere, I became
a master. Now this gift is mine, now I have the gift of
rcoersingperspectioes: the ffrst reason why it is perhaps
for me alone that a "revaluation of values" is at all
possible todal'.

3.;€

ft seems to me that even the bluntest word, the
bluntest letter is still more good'natured, still more
honest, than silence. Those who rernain silent are almost
always lacking in delicacy and politeness of the heart.
Silence is an objection, and swallowing things down
necessarily makes for a bad character-it even upsets
the digesHon. All who remain silent are dyspeptic.
Clearly, I would not have bluntness underestimated:
it is by far the most humane form of contradiction and,
amid modern pampering, one of our foremost virtues.
When one is rich enough for this, it is even good for-
tune to be wrong. Were a god to come down upon
earth, he should do nothing but wrong: to take upon
oneself grrilt and not punishment, that alone would be
eodlike.

:.:3.:

My practice of war may be summarized in four prop-
ositions. First: I attack only causes which are vic-
torious-and at times I wait until they are victorious.
Second: I attack only causes against which I cannot
expect to ffnd allies, against which I shall stand alone
-against which I shall compromise myself alone. I
have never taken a step in public which was not com-
promising: that is rny criterion of doing what is right
Third: I never attack persons; I only avail myself of
the person as of a strong magnifying glass with which
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one can render visible a general but creeping calamity
which it is otherwise hard to get hold of. Thus I at-
tacked David Strauss--{r more precisely, the ovccess
of a decrepit book among German "educated people"-
here I caught these educated people in the act. Thus
I attacked Wagner-or, more precisely, the falsity, the
half-wittedness of instinct in our "culture," which mis-
takes the subtle for the abundant, and the latecomers
for the great. Fourth: I attack only causes in which any
personal difierence is out of the question, and in which
any background of unwholesome experiences is lacking.
On the contrary, to attack is with me a proof of good
will, and sometimes of gratitude.

3'::f

Heinri.ch Heine gave me the highest conception of
the lyric poet. I seek in vain in all the realms of thou-
sands of years for an equally sweet and passionate music.
He possessed that divine sarcasm without which I can-
not conceive the perfect. I estimate the value of human
beings, of races, according to the necessity with which
they cannot understand the god apart from the satyr.
And how Heine handles the German languaget It will
be said one day that he and I have,been by far the
ftrst artists of the German language-at an incalculable
distance from everything that mere Germans have done
with it.

3.r.3

One must pay deally for immortality: one has to die
several times while still alive.

3.::.3

The whole of history is the refutation by experimgnt
of the principle of the so-called "moral world order."
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680

PNEFACE

All of the following chapters have been selected, not
without caution, from my older writings-some go back
all the way to t877-perhaps clarified here and there,
above all, shortened. Read one after another, they will
leave no doubt either about Richard Wagner or about
myself: we are antipodes. Other things too will become
clear; for example, that this is an essay for psychologists,
but not for C,ermans. I have my readers everywhere, in
Vienna, in St. Petersburg, in Copenhagen and Stock-
holm, in Paris, in New York-I do not have them in
Europe's shallows, Germany.

And perhaps I could whisper something to my gooil
Italianswhom llooe as much as I-.1 Quousguetand,em,
Crbpi? t Triple alliance: with the Reich an intelligent
people can enter only a mdsalliance.

FnrBpnrcn Nrelzscrs
Turiu Christmcs 1888

WHERE I  ADMIRE

I believe that artists often do not know what they can
do best: they are too vain. They are intent on something
prouder than these small plants seem to be which grow
on their soil, new, strange and beautiful, in real perfec-
tion. What is ultimately good in their orvn garden and

I Niebzsche refrains from completinq the sentence, having
Ieft no doubt about his meanini: "ha-te the Germans.'

t'How far, for heaven's sakeT" Crispi was Italian prinre
minister.
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vineyard they esteem lightly, and their love and insight
ar.e not equal. There is a musician who, more than any
other musician, is a master at ffnding the tones in the
realm of sufiering, depressed, and tortured souls, at giv-
ing language ev-e1 to mute misery. None can equal [im
in the colors of late fall, ie the indescribably moving
Jrappiness of th-e las! truly last, truly shorteit joy; hE
knows a sound for those quiet, disquiiting midnights of
the soul, where cause andefiect se-em to 6" out Jf ioirrt
and where_ at any m-oment something might originate-out of nothing.' He draws most happily of-all out"of the
profoundest depth of human happin-sj, and, as it were,
out of its drained goblet, where the bitterest and most
r-epulsive drops have finally and evilly run together with
the sweetest. He knows that weariness of the soul which
drags itself, unable to leap or fy any more, even to
walk; he masters the shy glance bf concealed pain, of
understanding without comfort, of the farewell ivithout
confession-indeed, as the Olpheus of all secret misery
he _is- greater than any; and- some things have been
added to the realm of art by him alone, th-inss that had
hitherto seemed-inexpressible and even unwj*hy of art
-the cynrcal rebellion, for examplg of whiah oniy those
are capable who sufier most bitt-erly; also some very
minute and microscopic aspects of tle soul, as it were
the scales of its amphibian nature: indeed, he is the mas-
ter of the very minute. But he does not uant to be
thatl His character prefers large walls and audacious
frescoes.

It escapes him that his spirit has a difierent taste and
inclinatiorr-the opposite pbrspectioe-and prefers to sit
gul"_tly in the nooks of collapsed houses: thire, hidden,
hidd_en from himself, he paints his real masteqpieces, ali
-oj wli.ctr ay vlV short, 

-often 
only one beat long<nly

then does he become wholly good, great, and !erfec[,
J) ' . , t  t -  ^ /  r . 'L( (4i 0y tV j fl<. ) k, R T, i k,e,,
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DerhaDs there alone. Wagner is one who has sufiered
heeplv-that is his distin;tion above other musicians' I

"aoiii" 
Wagner wherever he puts himself into music'

'wrrEnE r oFFER oBJECTToNS

llhis does not mean that I consider this music healthy
-least of all precisely where it speaks of Wagner' My

obiections to ihe musie of Wagner are physiological
ob:ections, whv should I trouble to dress them up in

aeithetic formulas? After all, aesthetics is nothing but a

kind of applied phYsiologY.
14y 'Tadt," iy 

'petlt 
lait orai, is that I no longer

br""ihu 
""riiy 

*h". this music beg]ns to affect me; that

mv foot soon resents it and rebels: my foot feels the

nJ"d fot rhythm, dance, march-to Wagnet's "Kaiser-

m"rs"h" noieventhe young German KaiseJ gould march
-ii d"*".tds of music ffrst of all those delights which

are found in gooil walking, striding, dancing' But does

not my stoma"ch protest to'o? my heart? my circulation?

etu J"t my entails saddened? Do I not suddenly-b*;; 
hoitse? To listen to Wagner I need pastilles

G6randel.- 
;;tt; I ask myself : What is it that my whole body

,"oilu 
"*p""t 

of music? For t{rere is no soul' I believe'

il;;; i^", ^rif all animal functions should be quiek-

ened bv easy, bold, exuberant, self-assured rhythrn-s; as

Ulr""1t"a.jt [fe should lose its gravity tlroySh golden'

tendei, oil'smooth melodies. My mela-ncholy wants to

t"rii"'tfr" frrding-places and abysses of perfection: that

is whv I need t"'*i". But Wagner makes sick'- 
iltii"iir ttt" theater to me? fuhat, the conwlsions of

his 'moral" ecstasies which give the people-and who

ir 
"oi;puopt"'?-satisfactionl 

what, the whole gesl:e-h;;T;,it 
of the actor? It is plain that I am essentially
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anti-theatrical: confronted with the theater, this mass
art par excellence, I feel that profound scorn at the bot
tom of my soul which every artist today feels. Success
in the theater-with that one drops in my respect for-
ever; failure-l prick up my ears and begin to respect.

But Wagner was the other way around; besides the
Wagner who made the loneliest music in existence, he
was essentially also a man of the theater and an actor,
the most enthusiastic mimomaniac, perhaps, who ever
existed, eoen ut a musician. And, incidentally, if it was
Wagner's theory that'the drama is the end, the music
is always a mere means," his practice was always, from
beginning to end, "the pose is the end; the drama, also
the music, is alwaysmerelyits means." Music as a mearur
to clarify, strengthen, and lend inward dimension to the
dramatic gesture and the actort appeal to the senses-
and the Wagnerian drama, a mere occasion for many
interesting posest Besides all other instincts, he had
the commanding instincts of a great actor in absolutely
everything-and, as already mentioned, also as a musi-
cian.

Once tl-rere was a Wagnerian pur sang to whom I
made this clear, not without trouble-clarity and Wag-
nerian! Not another word is needed. There were reasons
then for adding: "Do be a little more honest with your-
selfl After all, we are not in Bayreuth. In Bayreuth one
is honest only in the mass; as an individual one lies,
one lies to oneself. One leaves oneself at home when one
goes to Bayreuth; one renounces the right to one's own
tongue and choice, to one's taste, even to one's courage
as one has it and exercises it between one's own four
walls against both God and wodd. No one brings along
the ffnest senses of his art to the theater, Ieast of all the
artist who works for the theater-solitude is lacking;
whatever is perfect sufiers no witnesses. In the theater
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onebecomes people, herd female, pharisee, voting cattle,
patron, idiot-IVagnerian: even the most personal co*
science is vanquished by the leveling magic of the great
number; the neighbor reigns, onebecomes a mere neigh-
bor."

' .WACNER 
AS  A  DANGER

1

The intention pursued by recent music with what is
now vigoroustn but not at all clearly, called "infinite
rnelodn" can be clarified by an illustration. One walks
into the sea, gradually loses onet secure footing, and
fnally surrenders oneself to the elements without res-
errration: one must srairn. In older music, what one had
to do in the dainty, or solemn, or ffery back and forth,
quicker and slower, was something quite differen!
namely, to dance. The measure required for this, the
maintenance of certain equally balanced units of time
and force, demanded continual uarhwss of the listener's
soul-and on the counterplay of this cooler breeze that
came from wariness and the rvarm breath of enthusiasm
rested the magic of all gooil music. Richard Wagner
wanted a different kind of movement; he overthrew the
physiological presupposition of previous music. Swim-
rning, floating-no longer walking and dancing.

Perhaps the decisive point has now been stated. The
'inffnite melody" seeks deliberately to break all evenness
of time and force and even scorns it occasionally; tle
wealth of its invention lies precisely in that which to an
older ear sounds like a rhythmic paradox and blasphemy.
the imitation or domination of such a taste would re-
sult in a danger to music which cannot be exaggerated:
the comirlete degeneration of rhythmic feeling, chaos in
place of rhythm. This danger reaches its clmax when
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such music leans more and more heavily on a wholly
naturalistic style of acting and gestures, which is no
longer dominated by any law of plasticity and wants
effect, nothing more. Evpressiw at any price, and music
in the servicg the slavery, of poses-thaf *t the end-

2

What? Should it really be the supreme virtue of a
performance, as the virtuosos of musical performance
now seem to believe, that one must under all circum-
stances achieve anhautrelief which is simply unsulpass-
able? Is not this, when applied to Mozart, for examplg
the true sin against the spirit of Mozart-the cheerful"
enthusiastic, tender, enamored spirit of Mozart, who was
h"pptly no German and whose seriousness is a gracious,
a golden, seriousness and. rwt the seriousness o[ a Cer-
sran philistine? Not to speak of the seriousness of the
oStone Guest." 1 But apparently you think all music is
like the music of the LStone Gic.fri<.Il music must
leap out of the wall and shake the listener to his very
lntestines. Only then you consider music 'effective."

Butonwhon are such effects achieved? On those whom
a twble artist should never impress: on the mass, on the
immahrrg on tbe blas6, on the sick, on ttre idiots, on
Wagneriarc!

A MUSIC WTTHOUT A f,UTURE

Music makes its appearance as the last plant among
all the arts which grow on the soil of a particular cul-
ture-perhaps because it is the most inward and hence
arrives last in the fall, when the culture which belongs
to it is fading. Only in the art of the Dutch masters
did the soul of the Christian Middle Ages attain its la6t

rlt Don CioloannL
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vibrations: their tone architeeture is the posthumoug
but legibnate and equal sister of the Gothie. Only in
Handel's music did there resound what was best in the
souls of Luther and those related to him, the Jewish-
heroic trait that gave the Reformation a trait of great-
ness-the Old Tebtament become music, nof the.New.
Only Mozart transformed the age of Louis XIV and the
art of Racine and Claude Lorrain into ringing gold; only
in the music of Beethoven and Rossini did the eight-
eenth century sing itself out-the century of enthusiasm,
of broken ideals, and of evanesc,ent happiness. All true,
all original music, is a swan song.

Perhaps our latest music too, however dominant and
domineering it is, has but a short span of time ahead of
it: for it developed out of a culture whose soil is rapidly
sinking-a culture which will soon have sunk out of
sight. A certain catholicism of feeling anil a delight in
some oldindigenous, so-called "nationalo sense and non-
sense are its presuppositions. Wagner's appropriation of
old sagas and songs, which scholarly prejudice had held
up as something Teutonic par excellenc*today we
laugh at that-his reanimation of those Scandinavian
monsters with a thirst for ecstatic sensuality and de-
sensuaUzation-this wbole give-and-take of Wagner con-
ceming materials, ffgures, passions, and nerves clearly
expresses the spirit of his music too, supposing that this,
like any music, could not speak of itseU except ambigu-
ously: for music is a uoflwn.

We must not allow ourselves to be deceived about
tLis state of afiairs simply because at the moment we
hupp"o to live in a period of reaction usithin reaction.
The age of national wars, of ultramontane martyrdom,
this whole entr'acte character of the current situation in
Europe may indeed help such an art as Wagnet's to a
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sudden glory, without thereby guaranteeing it a future.
The Germans themselves have no future.

.wE 
ANTIPODES

It may perhaps be recalled, at least among my friends,
that at first I approached the modern world with a few
errors and overestimations, in any cage, full of. hopes. I
understood-who knows on the basis of what personal
experiences?-the philosophic pessimism of tle nine-
teenth century as a symptom of a greater strength of
thought, of a more triumphant fullness of life, than had
found expression in the philosophy of Hume, Kant, and
Hegel: I tooktragic insight for the most beautiful luxury
of our culfure, for its most precious, noblest, most dan-
gerous kind of squandering-but nevertheless, in view
of its excessive wealth, as a permissiblehtxury, Similarln
I interpreted Wagner's music as an expression of a
Dionysian power of the soul; I believed I heard in it the
earthquake withwhich a primordial force of life, dammed
up from time immemorial, ffnally vents itself, indifierent
to the possibility that everything that calls itself culture
today might start tottering. It is plain what I misunder-
stood in, equally plain what I read into, Wagner and
Schopenhauer-myself.

Every art every philosophn may be considered a
remedy and aid in the service of either growing or de-
clining life: it always presupposes sufiering and suffer-
ers, But there are two kinds of sufferersl ffrst, those who
sufrer from the ooerfullness of life and want a Dionysian
art as well as a tragic insight and outlook on life-and
then those who sufier from the impooerishment of hf,e
and demand of art and philosophy, calm, stillness,
smooth seas, or, on the other hand, f.renzy, convulsion,
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and anesthesia. Revenge against life itself-the most
voluptuous kind of frenry for those so impoverishedl

Wagner responds to this dual need of the latter no
less than Schopenhauer: they negate life, they slander
it, hence they are my antipodes. He that is richest in the

land. Conversely, those who
suffer most and are would need mildness,
peacefulness, and goodnes most-what is today called
humaneness-in thought as well as in deed, and, if pos-
sible, a god who would be truly a god for the sick, a
healer and'savior"l also logic, the conceptual under-
standability of existence even for idiots-the typical
ofree spirits," like the "idealists" and "beautiful souls,"
are all decadents-in short, a certain warrn, fear-repuls-
ing narrowness and enclosure within optimistic horizons
which permit hebetation. .

Thus I gradually learned to understand Epicurus, the
opposite of a Dionysian Greek; also the Christian, who
is, in fact, only a kind of Epicurean, and, with his "faith
makes blessed," follows the principle of hedonism as
far as possibl*far beyond any intellectual integrity. ff
there is anything in which I am ahead of all psycholo-
gists, it is that my eye is sharper for that most dificult
and captious kind of backuard inference in which the
most mistakes are made: the backrvard inference from
tle rvork to the maker, from the deed to the doer, from
the ideal to him who needs it, from every way of think-
ing and valuing to the uant behind it that prompts it.
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Regarding artists of all kinds, I now avail myself of

this main distinction: is it the lwtreil against life or the
excess of, Iife which has here become creative? fn
Goethe, for example, the excess became creative; in
Flaube*, hatred: Flaubert+ new edition of Pascal,
but as an artist with the instinctive judgment deep
down: '?larrbert est touiours haissable, Thonme iest
r'ten, toeuore est tout," r He tortured himself when he
wrote, just as Pascal tortured himself when he thought;
they were both unegoistic. "Selfessness'-the principle
of decadence, the will to the end, in art as well as in
morals.

\VI IERE WACNER BELONGS

Even now France is still the seat of the most spirihral
and reffned culture in Europe and the foremosfschool
of taste: but one must know where to ffnd this "France
of taste." The Nordd,eutsche Zeitune for example, or
whoever uses this newspaper as a mouthpieee, considers
the French "barbarians"; I, for my own part, Iook for
the Dark Continent, where the 'slaves" ought to be
freed, in the vicinity of the North Germans.'

Whoever belongs to that France keeps himself rvell
concealed: it may be a small number in whom it lives
and continues, and at tha! perhaps human beings who
are not among the sturdiest: partly fatalists, somber and
sick, partly pampered and artiftcial, such as have the
ambition to be artiffcial-but they possess everything
high and delicate that is still left in this world. in thii
France-of the spirit, which is also the France of pessi-
mism, Schopenhauer is even now more at home-than
he has ever been in Germany; his main work has abearJy

r "Flaubert is always hateful; the man ls nothlng, the work
is all."



672 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE
been translated twice, the second time excellently, so
that I nowprefer to read Schopenhauer in French (he
was an accident among Germans, as I am such an acci-
dent; the Germans have-no fingers for us, they have no
ffngers altogether, they have only paws). Not to speak
of Heinrich Hein*tad,orable Heine, they say in Paris
-who has long become part of the very flesh and blood
of the more profound and soulful lyrical poets in France.
How could German oxen be anything but dumfounded
by the ddlicatesses of such a naturel

As regards Richard Wagner, ffnally, it is so plain that
one could grasp it with the hands, though perhaps not
with ffsts, that Paris is the real soil for Wagner: the more
French music develops according to the needs of the
dme mod.ente, the more it will Wagnerize-in fact, that
is what it is doing even now. We must not let ourselves
be leil astray about this by Wagner himself : it was real
badness in Wagner to mock Paris in its agony in 187r.
In Germany, Wagner is nevertheless merely a misunder-
standing: who could be more incapable of understand-
ing Wagner than, for example, the young Kaiser? It
remains a certain fact for anyone familiar with European
cultural movements that French romanticism and Rich'
ard Wagner belong together most closely. All dominated
by lteriture right into their eyes and ears-the ffrst
artists in Europe to have an education in amld' liteta-
ture-in most cases, themselves writers, poets, media-
tors, and mixers of the senses and the arts; all fanatics
ol expression, great discoverers in the realm of the sub-
lime, also of the ugly and the horrible, still greater dis-
coverers in the sphere of effects and spectacular displays,
in the art of display windows; all talents far beyond
their genius-oirtuosos through and through, with un'
cannfaccess to everything that seduces, lures, forces,
overthrows, born enemies of logic and of the straight



NIETZSCHE CONTRA WAGNER 673

line, covetous of the strange, the exoHc, the tremen-
dous, and all opiates of the senses and the understand-
ing. On the whole, an audaciously daring, magniffcently
violent, high-soaring, and high-sweeping type of artist,
they alone have taught their century-it is the century
of the moss-the concept of the "artist." But sdck

YI 'AGNER AS THE APOSTLE OF CHASTIAY

Is this still German?
Out of a German heart, this torrid sereeching?
a German body, this self-laceration?
German, this priestly afiectation,
this incense-smelling lurid preaching?
German, this plunging, halting, reeling,
this sugar-sweetish bim-bam pealing?
this nunnish ogling, Aoa leavening,
this whole falsely ecstatic heaven over-heavening?

Is this still German?
Considerl Stayl You are peqplexed?
That wlich you hear is Rome-Rome's faitlt uitlout the

text.

2

There is no necessary opposition between sensuality
and chastity; every good marriage, every love affair,
that comes frOm the heart is beyond this opposition. But
in a case in which this opposition really exists, fortu-
nately it need by no means be a tragic opposition. This
woulcl seem to hold at least for all the better turned out,
more cheerful mortals, who are far from counting their
labile balance betrveen angel and petite bAte as neces-
sarily among the objections to existence: the ffnest, the
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brightest, like Haffa like Goethe, have even considered
this one attraction more. Such contradictions actually
seduce to existence. On the other hand, it is only too
easy to understand that, should those whom misfortune
has changed into the animals of Circe ever be brought
to the point of adoring chastity, they will see only their
own opposite in it and will adore it<h, with what
tragic grunting and fervor one can imagine. And at the
end of his life Richard Wagner undeniably wanted to
set this embarrassing and perfectly superfluous opposi-
tion to music and produce it on the stage. lVhyP we are
entitled to ask.

3
At this point, of course, we cannot escape another

question: What could that male (yet so unmasculine)
"innocence from the country" really be to him, that poor
devil and child of nature, Parsifal, whom Wagner ffnally
makes a Catholic by such captious means? Horv now?
Was this Parsifal meant at all seriously? For, that he has
been laughed at, I would certainly be in no position to
dispute-nor would Gottfried Keller.r

I should really wish that the Wagnerian Parsifal were
intended as a prank-as the epilogue and satyr play, as
it were, with which the tragedian Wagner wanted to say
farewell in a fftting manner worthy of himself-to us,
to himself, and above all to traged4, with an excessive,
sublimely wanton parody on the tragic itself, on all the
former horrid earthly seriousness and earthly misery, on
the rno,vf stupid form, overcome at long last, of the anti-
nature of the ascetic ideal. After all, Parsifal is operetta
material par excellence. Is Wagner's Parsifal his secretly
superior laughter at himself, the triumph of his ultimate

lThe famous Swiss writer (r8rg-r8go) whonr Nietzsche
admired.
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artistic {reedom, his artistic non plus ultra-Wagner
able to laugh at himselff

Clearln one should rvish that; for what would Parcifal
amount to if intended as a serious piece? Must we realll'
see in it (as somebody has expressed it against me) "the
abortion.gone mad of a hatred of knowledge, spirit, and
sensuality''P A curse on the senses and the spirit in a
single hatred and breath? An apostasy and reiersion to
sickly Christian and obscurantist ideals? And in the end
even a self-abnegation, a self-crossing-out on the part
of an artist who had previously aimed at the very op-
posite of this, striving with all the power of his will to
achieve the highest spiritualization and sensualization in
his art? And not only in his art, but also in his life.

lIte should remember how enthusiastically Wagner
once follorved in the footsteps of the philosopher Feuer-
bach. In the thirties and forties, Feuerbach's slogan of
'healthy sensuality" sounded to Wagner, as to many
other Germans-they called themselves the young Ger-
mans-like the words of redemption. Had he learned
differently in the end? For it seems, at leas! that he
ffnally had the will to teaclt, difierently. Did the hatred
oguinst life become dominant in him, as in Flaubert?
For Parsifal is a work of perfidy, of vindictiveness, of a
secret attempt to poison the presuppositions of life-
a Dad work. The preaching of chastity remains an in-
citement to anti-naturer I despise everyone who does not
experience Parsifal as an attempted assassination of basic
ethics.

HOTI '  I  SNOKT AIVAY FNODI 1VAGNER

I

By the summer of 1876, during the time of the ftrst
Festspiele, I said farewell to Wagner in my heart. I
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sufier no ambiguity; and since Wagner had moved to
Germany, he bad condescended st"p by rt"p to eve{F-
thing I despise---even to anti-Semitism.

It was indeed high time to say farewell: soon after,
I received the proof. Richard Wagner, apparently most
triumphant, but in truth a-decaflng and despairing de-
cadent, suddenly sank down, helpless and broken, before
the Christian cross. Did no German have eyes in his
head or prty in his conscience for this horrid spectacle?
Was I the only one whom it pained? Enough;- this un-> . - - - _ J -

s _ expected event struck me like lightning and gave gre
.|n' Zclarity about the place I had left-and also that shudder

-weary, ffnally and not least of all, from the grief
aroused by an inexorable suspicion that I was henee-
forth sentenced to mistrust more profoundly, to despise
more profoundly, to be more profoundly abne than
ever before. For I had had nobody except Richard
Wagner. I have always been sentented to Germans

2

Lonely henceforth and badly mistrustful of myself, I
then took.sides, not without indignation, against myself
and for everything that hurt and was hard just for me:
thus I found the way again to that courageous pessi-
mism which is the opposite of all idealistic mendacious-
ness, and also, it seems to me, the way to mgself, to my
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we- long do not have a name, until ffnally it proves itself
to be our task-this tyrant in us wreaks horrible revenge
for every attempt we make to dodge or escape it, f6r
every prematu_re resignation, for every acceptance of
equality with those among whom we do not b-elong, for
every activity, however respectable, which distracts us
from our main caus*indeed, for every virtue which
would protect us from the hardness of 

'our 
inmost re-

sponsibility. Every time, sickness is the response when
we want to doubt our right to our task when we begin
to make things easier for ourselves in any way. Stran-ge
and at the same time terriblel It is the easing of oir
burden which we must atone most harshly. lid if we
want to return to health afterward, we have no choice:
we must assume a heaoiet burden than we ever carried
before.

THE PSYCHOLOGIST SPEATS UP

I

, {he.more 3 psychologist-a born and inevitable psy-
chologist and unriddler of souls-applies himself to the
more exquisite cases and human beings, the greater be-
comes.the-danger_that he might sufiicate oT pity. He
neads hardness and cheerfulneis more than any-one else.
fo1 the comrption, the destruction, of the higher men
is the rule: it is terrible constantly to have su"ch a rule
before.o"* 

"ygr. 
The manifold torture of the psychol-

o-gr* yhg has discovered this eomrption, who dliscovers
thy-yhofe inner haplessness of the higher man, this eter-
nal 'too late" in every sensq ffrst in oie 

"use 
and then al-

reeosl always again through the whole of history-<ne
day this may perhaps lring about his own eorruption.

In almost every psychologist one will perceive i tell-

i
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tale preference for association with everyday, well-
ordered people: this reveals that he always requires a
cure, that he needs a kind of escape and forgetting,
away from all that with which his insights, his incisions,
his uaft, burden his conscience. He is characterized by
fear of his memory. He is easily silenced by the iudg-
ments of others; he listens with an immobile face as
they venerate, admire, love, and transffgure where he
has seen---or he even conceals his silence by explicitly
agreeing with some foreground opinion. Perhaps the
paradox of his situation is so horrible that the 'edu-

cated," on their part, learn the greatest veneration pre-
cisely where he has learned the greatest pity coupled
with the greatest contempt.

And who knows whether what happened in all great
cases lvas not simply this-that one adored a god, and
that the god was merely a poor sacriffcial animal. Suc-
ce,ss has always been the greatest liar-and lhe uork,
the il,eeil too, is a success. The great statesman, the
conqueror, the discoverer is disguised by his creations,
c,oncealed beyond recognition; it is the work, of the artist
as of the philosophers, that invents the man who has
created it, who is wpposed to have created it. *Great

men,o as they are venerated, are subsequent pieces of
wretched minor ffction: in the world of historical values,
ccunterfeit rules.

'L

Those great poets, for example, men like Byron,
Musset, Poe, Leopardi, Kleist, Gogol-I do not dare
mention far greater names, but I mean them-are and
must be men of the moment, sensual, absurd, fivefold,
irresponsible, and sudden in mistrust and trust; with
souls in which they must usually conceal some fracture;
often taking revenge with their works for some inner
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eontamination, often seeking with their high flights to
escape into forgedulness from an all-too-faithful mem-
ory; idealists from the vicinity of. atsamp*what torture
are these great artists and all the so-called higher men
for him who has guessed their true naturel We are all
advocates of the mediocre. It is easy to understand that
it is womanJairvo-yant in the woild of sufiering, and,
unfortunatelS also desirous far beyond her strerigth to
help and to sav+who so readily accords thesJ men
those outbreaks of inftnite pity on which the mass, par-
ticularly the venerating mass, then lavish inguisitive and
self-satisfted interpretaiions. This pity regularly deceives
itself about its oin sbength: *oitotrrv6Ua fik" to bu-
Iieve that love can achieve eoerything-it is her charac-
teristic superstiticn. Alas, whoever knows the heart will
guess howpoor, helpless, arrogant, and mistaken is even
the best, the profoundest lov+how it eyen destroys
rather than saves.

3

- The spirilual nausea and haughtiness of every human
being who has sufiered deeply-5s*, deeply one can
sufier almost determines the order of ranli-his shud-
dering certainty, which permeates and colors him
through and through, _that by virtue of his sufiering he
ktwws more than thc clevereit and wisest could posJibly
know, and that he knows his way and has once-been at
home in many-distan! terrifying worlds of which *you
know n-othing"-this spiritual and silent haughtinlss,
this pride of the elect of cognition, of the "initiited,. of
the almost sacriffced, ffnds all kinds of disguise neces-
sary to protect itself against contact with officious and
pitlrg hands, and against everything that is not a peer
in suffering. Deep suffering makes noble; it separates.

One of the ffnest disguises is Epicureanism, and a
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certain ostentatious courage of taste which takes sufier-
ing gUbly and wards ofi everything sad and deep. There
are 'cheerful people" who employ cheerfulness in order
to be misunderstood-they want to be misunderstood.
There are'tcientiffc sprri,ts" who employ science because
it gives a cheerful appdarance,.and because scientism
suggests that a man is superftcial-they $ant to seduce
others to such a false inference, There are free, impu-
dent spirits who would like to conceal and deny that at
bottom they are broken, incurable hearts-the case of
Hamlet: and then even foolishness can be the mask for
an unblessed all-too-certain certaingr.

EPILOCUE

I

I have often asked myself whether f am not more
heavily obligated to the hardest years of my life than
to any otlers. As my inmost nature teaches me, what-
ever is necessary-as seen from the heights and in the
sense.of a great economy-is also the useful par excel-
lence: one should not only bear it, one should l.ooe it.
Anwr fati: that is my inmost nature. And as for my long
sickness, do I not owe it indescribably more than I owe
to my health? I owe it a higher health<ne which is
made stronger by whatever does not kill it.I also oue
my philosophy to it. Only great pain is the ultimate
liberator of the spirit, as the teacher of great suspicion
which turns every U into an X, a real, genuine X, that
is, the letter before the penultimate one, Only great
pain" that long, slow pain in which we are burned with
green wood, as it were-pain which takes its time-only
this forces us philosophers to descend into our ultimate
depths and to put away all trust, all good-naturedness,
all that would veil all mildness, dl that is medium-
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things in which formetly *" may have found our hu-
manity. I doubt that such a pain makes us "better," but
I know that it makes us more profound,

Whether we learn to pit our pride, our scorn, our will
power against it, equaling the American Indian who,
however tortured, evens the score with his torturer by
the malice of his tongue; or whether we withdraw from
pain into that Nothing, into mute, rigid, deaf resigna-
tion, self-forgetting, self-extinction: out of such long
and dangerous exercises of self-mastery one emerges as
a different person, with a few mare question marks-
above all, with the will to question more persistently,
more deeply, severely, harshly, evilly, and quietly than
has ever been questioned on this earth befori. The trust
in life is gone; life itself has become a problem. Yet one
should not jump to the conclusion that with all this
a man has necessarily become dusky, a barn owl. Even
ttrre love of life is still possible--only, one loves difier-
ently. It is the love foi a woman wiro raises doubts in
us.

2

What is strangest is thisr afterward one has a difierent
taste-a second, taste. Out of such abysses, also out of
the abyss of great suspieion, one returns newborn, hav-
ing shed onet skin, more ticklish and sarcastic, with a
more delicate taste f.or ioy, with a more tender tongue
f_or all good things, with gayer senses, with a secJnd
darrgero_rrs innocence in joy, more childlike and yet a
hundred times more subtle than one has ever been be-
fore.

- How repulsive pleasure is now, that crude, musty,
brown pleasure as it. is understood by those who like
pleasure, our "educated" people, our rich people, and
our rulersl How sarcastically we listen now to the big
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county-fair boom-boom with which the -educated" 
[*t-

son and city dweller today permits art, books, and music
to rape him and provide'spiritual pleasures"-with the
aid of spirituous liquorsl How the theatrical scream of
passion now hurts our ears, how strange to our taste the
whole romantic uproar and tumult of the senses have
become, which the educated rabble loveg and all its
aspirations after the elevated, inflated, and exaggeratedl
No, if we who have recovered still need art, it is an-
other kind of art+ mocking, light, feeting, divinely
untroubled, divinely artiffcial art, which, like a pure
f,ame, licks into unclouded skies. Above all, an art for
artists, for artists onlg! We know better afterward what
above all is needed for this: cheerfulness, any cheerful-
ness, my friends. There are a few things we now know
too well, we knowing ones: oh, how we learn norv to
forget well, and to be good at nof knowing, as artistsl

And as for our future, one will hardly find us again
on the paths of tlose Egyptian youths who endanger
temples by night, embrace statues, and want by 4l
means to unveil, uncover, and put into a bright Iight
whatever is kept concealed for good reasons.l No, this
bad taste, this will to truth, to 'truth at any price," this
youthful madness in the love of truth, have lost their
charm for us: for that we are too experienced, too seri-
ous, too gay, too burned, too deep. We no longer believe
that brrth remains truth when the veils are withdrawn.-
we have lived enough not to believe this. Today we
consider it a rnatter of decency not to wish to see every-
thing naked, or to be present at everything, or to under-
stand and'know' everything. Tout comprend,re-Cest
tout mdpriser.2

*Is it true that God is present eoerywhercY a little
I Allusion to e Schiller ballad.
t'1lo understand all is to despise all.-
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girl asked her mother; 'I think that's indecent--a hint
for philosophersl One should have mor.e respect for the
bashfulness with which nature has hidden behind riil-
dles and iridescent uncertainties. Perhaps truth is a
woman who has reasons for not letting ui see her rea-
sons? Perhaps her name is-to speak- Greek-Baubo?

Oh, those Greeksl They knew how to live. What is
r-equy9{ for that is to stop courageously at the surface,
the fold, the skin, to adore app6arance, to believe in
forms, tones, words, in the wliole Olympus of appear-
ance. Those Greeks were superffcial-ou{ of profind,ltg.
And is not this precisely whit we are again coming baJk
to, we daredevils of the spirit who hlve climbJd the
highest and most-dangerouJpeak of present thought and.
Iooked around from-up thire.-wd who have"looked
doun from there? Are we not, precisely in this respecL
Greeks? Adorers of forms, of tonis, of words? And tiere-
fore<.rficisP
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Lrrrrns (1889)

oprron'g NorE

Early in tanuary 1889 Nietzschu, t!"4 in- Turin, saw a

co"Jh-.tt"fog a horse, rushed toward the horse, and col-

lapsed with hlis arms around it. He was carried home, and,

afier recovering consciousness, wrote and mailed a number

of letters whici minor the sudden outbreak of his madness'

They are the last meaningful things he wrote' -
i'h" -"r referred to in-ihe lettei to Burckhardt had been

in ttu 
"ttut 

recently. Prado and Chambige had.been tried

for murder in November 1888, in Paris and Algaia'-re-

snectively; and in a letter to Strindberg, Nietzsche had

*}itt.t 6n December 7: "Ptado was superior to his iudges
.oJ 

"u." 
to his lawyers in his self-control' esptit' ,and

nrankishness." Lesseps, of course, is the man who had built

fi;; s";; ca"d. erir,onse Daudet had recently -
iint^o*rt, a satiriial attack on Les Quarante (that is, the

F."och Academy)' The hero of this work is calleil Astier'

"iJ 
tttit *uy hllp to account for the word "Astu" in the

il;; it a ietter io overbeck, on Novembe-r r3, Nietzsche

hal mentioned the funeral of Conte Robilant, "the most

;;;Jt typ" of the Piedmontese Irobility and incide-ntally'

ut it t**,i, 
" 

son of King Carlo Alberto"' Antonelli, ff*lly'

was papal Secretary of State under Pius IX'l
nurcichardt took this letter to Overbeck, who went to

Turin to bring his friend home. After a short spell-in-an

"ryf"tn 
h" wis released in care of his mother; and after

h& death, his sister moved him to Weimar-the city of

Goethe and Schiller-as part of her attempt to start a

Nietzsche cult. He died on August 25' 19oo'
lCf. C. A. Bernoulli's Ftanr' Ooerbec-k u-nd Ftiedrich

t'lletzseti' dg"Si; which also contains- brief accounts of

iil;- P;;i"';a'bl".uig" irials, .and -E'- F' Podach's
N;*;;i;; insant"ebtfth (rggo), which features a
facsimile of the letter.
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TO GAST

Turin, January 4, 1889
To my ma€stro Pietro.

_ Sing me a new-song: the'world is transffgured and all
the heavens are full of joy.

The Cruciffed

TO JACOB BURCTTIARDT

Dear Professor, .lanuuY 
6 1889 t

In the end I would much rather be a Basel professor
tlan God; but I have not dared push my privat-e egoism
so far as to desist for its sake from thJ dreation if the
world. You see, one must make sacrifices however and
wherever one lives.

But I have reserved myself a small shrdent's room,
situated opposite thePalazzo Carignano (in which I was
bom as Vittorio Emanuele), which also permits me to
hear from the desk the magniffssnt music below, in the
Galleria Subalpina. I pay twenty-ftve francs, including
sel4ce-, buy my tea, and do all my shopping myself,
sufrer from torn shoes, and thank heaven evtry moment
for the old world for which men have not been simple
and quiet enough.

Since I am sentenced to while away the next etemity
with bad_jokes, I have my writing here, which really
does not leave anything to be deslred-very nice ani
not at all exhausting. The post ofice is ffve steps from
here, so I mail *! t"tt"ti myself to play the geat

l But postmarked Turin, ]anuary 5.



688 THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE

feuilletontst ol the gande mond,e. Of course, I main-
tain close relations with Figaro; and in order to get an
idea how harmless I can bg listen to my ffrst two bad
iokes.

Do not take the Prado case too hard. I am Prado; I
am also father Prado; I dare say that I am Lesseps too.
I wanted to give my Parisians, whom I lovo, a new
notion: that of a decent criminal. I am also Chambige-
also a decent criminal. Secotd ioke: I salute the immor-
tal one; Monsieur Daudet belongs to the quarunte.
Astu.

What is disagreeable and offends my modesty is.that
at bottom I am every name in history. With the children
I have put into the world too, I consider with some mis-
tust whether it is not the case that all who come dnfo
the kingdom of God also come ouf of God. This fall I
was blinded as little as possible when I twice witnessed
my funeral, ffrst as Conte Robilant (no, that is my son,
insofar as I am Carlo Alberto, unfaithful to my nature);
but Antonelli I was myself. Dear Professor, this ediffce
you should see: since I am utterly inexperienced in the
things which I create, you are entitled to any criticism;
I am grateful without being able to promise that I shall
profit. We artists are incorrigible.

Today f saw an operetta, Quirinal-Moorisfu and on
this occasion also noted with delight that Moscow as
well as Rorne are now grandiose affairs. You see, I am
not denied considerable talent for landscapes too.

Consider, now we have beautiful, beautiful chats;
Turin is not far; very serious professional obligations are
lacking iust now; a glass of Veltliner could be obtained.
NegW of dress, a condition of being decent.

With affestionate love, your
Nietzsche
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[On the margins of this letter are four postscripts.]

You may make any use of this letter which will not
degrade me in the eyes of those at Basel.

I have _hail-Caiphas put in fetters. Also, last year I
was cruciffed by th9 German doctors in a very dtawn-
out manner. Wilhelm, Bismarclq and all anti-Semites
abolished"

_ I go everywhere in my student's coat, and here and
&ere sl.1p^ soqebgdy on the shoulder and say, Siamo
contentP Son dio ho fatto quosto cartcaturo.r

. -Topolow my son-Umberto will come with the lovely
Margharita, whom, however, I shall also receive hero
only in shirtsleeves. The rest for Frau Cosima-Ariadno
-from time to time there is magic.

TO OVERBECtr

ro friend overbeck and wife. Althoush iffijJil:
demonstrated tittll faith in my ability"to pay,lyet hope
to demonstrate that I am somebody who pays t i, a"U:ts
-. for example, to you. I am just hiving ail inti-Semites
shot

Dionysus

t 
?" we conteat? I am the god who has made this caricr

ture."
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Kaufmanrfs Nietzsche (Princeton: Princeton Uni-
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?rrangement is chronological, and the .works' do not
include- any of Nietzsche's books but cover only thc
p_eriod from 1854, when Nietzsche was ten, to 1866. But
H. J. Mette's discussion of the MSS in Werke, I; xxri-
cxxvi, includes the Ir{SS of Nietzsche's later worla.

4 Werke in drai Biinden, Ed. Karl Schlechta. g vots.
Munich: Carl Hanser, 1954-1956. Vols. I-II coniain all
Nietzschds books as well as some of his late poerns; vol
III contairs a selection from the Nacliax, zjg l*ters, a
chronology (pp. rg59-82), and a long philoiogical post-
script (pp. rg83-r432). In 1965 a 4th vol was added:
Nietsche-hfu,. Some minor euors mar vola I-II; vol.
III is most open to obiections. On the positive side, it con-
tairu a few previously unpublished letlers, and the philo-
logical -Postscript -details the forgeries perpetrated by
Nietzschei sister, but these forgeries conct"o-Ietters only
T9 q" of-no philosophical 6terest. On the negativb
side, the selections from the Nuhl^oss of tlre rggds aro
colffned aclwively to the notes previouslr lmown as
lhe_Wil g nowet; these notes have been'edited very
badln anil dl late notes that the editors of the mors
comprehensive editions had not included b The Wil, ta
Pouer have been omittd though in enbies r and I
:b*. F"y ffll many volumes. ffi aitoriA arrangement
I. 1:iS* sy- stematic nor, as claimed by the 

-editor,

faithful to the manuscripts; the text departs from the
T*potptr- wherever entries r and e do-and disregards
ttro interesting notes in vol. XVI of r which inclicatE de_
prtures fron t}le manuscripts. For more detailed discus-
sion, $ee the Kaufmann translations (C. II below).

7, Kriircrs TascheruusgaDe. Vols. Zo17 @ntain Nietzsche,s
books as well as selections frorn the Nacliass of his Basel
period-; 78 crntains The WiIt to powe4 gz_gg a selection
from the late Nachlars materinl; r7o an indexlor all these
volumes. These handy vo-lumes can be bought separatel).
{f ggstsglipts by Alf-red Bduinler, rvho wis a Nazi, aie
objectionable, and volumes 8z-8g are inadequate; but
vob,7o-78 are adeguate for most pulposes. 

t
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6. Werket Kdtlsche Auegabe sitmtltchet Schrtftun und, cwcb-
gelassenenFragmente. Ed. Giorgio Collt. go vols. Berlin:
de Gruyter, r967fi. Instead of continuing edition g'
abovg plans have been made for yet another moDumental
collected edition.

B. Gerrran Editions of His Letters
L Fde&tch Nietzsches Gesammelte Briefe. 5, vols. Berlin

uod Leipzig: Schuster & Loefrer (later, Insel-Verlag),
rgoofi. Somb of Nietzsche's letten to his sister in vol. V
(actually two volumes with cpnsecutive pagination) aro
not authentic (see A.+ above). StiU this e&tion has
never beeo replaced, though it has been inportantly sup
plemented by the followiog collections.

t Nietzsches Bdefueclsel mit Frcnz Ooefteak, Leipzlg:
Insel, 1916. Overbeck was Nietzsche's colleague at Basel
and remained a loyal friend to the enil. These important
'letters are not included in B.r.

g. Elisabeth Ftirster-Nietzsche. Wagnet und Nbtzsche zar
Zefr ihrer Frcutdschaft. Munich: Miiller, t9r5; tr. by
C. V. Kerr, introduction by H. L Menckeo" as The
N letzscha-W agnet C onesporderca. London: Dudnrortb'
792^

4 Wala afi,Bdefa (A.3, above) tnduiles 4 rols. of letten
(Munich: Beck, rg38-r942), which span the periotl from
r85o to r.877, Bdefe, vol. I, pp. xii-lviii, ofier a detailed
and valuable survey of tle whereabouts of all Nietxche
letters of which theNietzsche Archive had any knowledge
at that time. This survey also lists letters publisheil in
periodicals and in biographical works. Many letters are
privatd owned anil as yet r'.published

5: Seo.{.4, abova

C. Nietzsche in English
I. The Oscar I"evY Translations

f, The CompleteWorles of kiedrtch Nletzsche. r8 rols. E&
Oscar Levy. New York: Macmillaa, r9ogrr911, relssue,
New York: Russell & RusseU, 196+
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" YryQ-ryftef of Ffiedrtch Nietzsche. Ed. Oscar Levy.
Tr. A. M. Ludovici. New york and Toronto: Doubleday,
Page & Co., rgar.

These translations, Done of them W Dr. Le,,ry himse[
rytgq+ an immense labor of love but are thoroughly
yreliab!9. In bis preface to the collected ediuon,"Di.
I,evy called Ludovici .'the most gifted and conscientious
of-my collaborators.' But in the"latest edition Ludovici
$ll has 'cosmopolitano 

where Nietzsche has .cesmo-
lo$cal"; and where Nietzsche says, ..Ibsen has become
very clear to me,- Ludovici sUll says, .Ibsen has become
very German." Similar mistakes abbund.

II. lthe Walter Kaufmann Translations

Nietzschet most important writings are available in tbreo
volumes, The translations of On ihe Genealogg of Morak
aad. The lYtll to pouer are by Kaufmann a"a'{. 1.'ffoUing_dale jointly; all the others, ai well as all the introilucUois
and commentaries, are by Kaufmaon alone.
\ The Ponablc Nretzs;he. New york: Tte Viking press,

1954,- Contains complete new translation s of fhri Spoki
?:rlthu:tro, Tuilieht of the ldols, The Anttchrbt,'and,
Ntetz,sche conba WaEw, and of more than roo pages of
ad&tional selections.'

* 
P1{,, 

Wrlilgs of Nietzsche. Nen, yort<: Ranilour Housg
yt-|o;1 r-iUr1q Giant, 1968. Contains complete new
ranstations, with footrote cpmmentaries, of Tie Birth of
lr:er-d1,_Frggnd, God atd Eoil, On ihe Geneatogy ofMore: The Case of Wagner, and. Ecce io^o, uwell as
zS aphorisms Itoa, Hunan, AlJ-too-Human; baum; andThe Gay Science,

3, \he WiU t! PotpeL with commentary and facsimiles ofthe original manuscript. New york: R;",Io; Fiour", ,967.
4. T_wmty German p6ets: A Btlingui-Coifrion, N*,

York: Random House, r-962; repiinted in the Modern
I$oty, 1963. Includes eleven pdems by aud tbree about
Nietzsche.
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Many of_these translations are also available sepamtely, ia
paperback editions, as follows:

Thus Spoke Zarathustra. New York: The Viking Press,
Compass Viking Edition, 1966.

Beyond. Cood and Eoil, 1966; The Birth of Tragedy and
The Case ol Wagner, ry67; On the Cenealogy of Morals and
Ecce Homo, with 75 aphorisms, tg67; The Will to Pouer,
1968: all New York: Random House, Vintage Books.

III. Other Translations

llhere are other translations of single works, but no one else
has translated nrore tlan two or three, and none of tho
major works has been rendered into English by another
philosopher. In Francis Golfrng's versions ot The Birth of
Tragedy and The Genealogy of Morals (Garden City, N.Y.!
Doubleday Anchor Books, 1956), ttre acceat is on freedom,
and there are striking omissions.

Tlro *orla not included in the Kaufmann traaslatlons
need redoing. Qf ldrreUntimely Meiliutiotx; Human, Nl-too-
Hu.rnan; The Dawn; and, The Gay Scbttce, only the third
Meditntion has been done in recetrt yea$: Schopenhauet as
Eilucator, tr. I. W. Hillesheim and Malcolm R. Simpson
(Chicago: Henry Regnery, Gateway Editions, 1965). 

-

Difierent selections from the tbree aphoristic books are in
cluded in II.r and II.z, above.

Nietrsche: Unpubli:;heil Lette$, Tr. and eil. by Kurt F.
Leidecker. New York: Philosophical Library, 1959. Ofiets a
selection of 75 items from Schlechta's selection of e78 letters.
The translations and the preface contain many errors; the
title of the book is grossly misleading, and some of these
letters were actually included in &e present volume in rg54.

IV. Forgery

My Sister and I, published over Nietzsche's name ln rg5r.
in English only, is an insipid forgery. See Kaufmann'r
expos6s, listed on p. 26, above.
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